
Pratham Valluri
sports writer 

———
Aragon sports have start-

ed up again in the form of 
conditioning, leading to both 
excitement and concern from 
student-athletes, parents and 
coaches. During a normal 
school year, many sports 
such as cross country would 
engage in preseason condi-
tioning prior to the start of 
school, but restrictions due 
WR� &29,'�Ɩƞ� KDYH� SXVKHG�
back season start dates and 
effectively changed how ath-
letes train.

In order to participate in 
VSRUWV��PDQ\� GLŬHUHQW� VDIHW\�
precautions must be taken. 
According to Athletic Direc-

tor Steve Sell, a maximum 
of three cohorts are allowed 
RQWR� D� VSHFLŭF� IDFLOLW\� DW� D�
time. Each cohort is made up 
RI� D� PD[LPXP� RI� Ɩƙ� SOD\HUV�
and two coaches. Once on the 
ŭHOG�� VWXGHQWV� KDYH� WR� VWDQG�
six feet apart. With the excep-
tion of practicing their sport, 
athletes are required to wear 
a mask when entering, exit-
ing and standing in the facil-
ity. These guidelines, set by 
the state, are to be followed 
by every school.

To lower the risk of a corona-
virus outbreak, students have 
their temperature scanned and 
are asked a series of questions 
which assess their risk level, 
such as whether they’ve been 
in contact with anyone who has 

WHVWHG�SRVLWLYH�IRU�&29,'�Ɩƞ�
“We have to read a ques-

tionnaire like ‘Have there 
been any symptoms the past 
Ɩƙ�GD\V"ń�>DQG�XVH@�KDQG�VDQL-
tizer,” said junior track and 
field athlete Jack Hickey. 
“We always try to stay six 
feet apart no matter what we 
are doing.”

Multiple teams have been 
conditioning for the past 
few weeks including boys 
and girls volleyball, foot-
ball, track and field, cross 
country, baseball, softball 
and girls and boys water 
polo. Not every team prac-
tices every day due to the 
sheer amount of teams 
conditioning; there is a 
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———
A recent Outlook survey, 

ZKLFK� UHFHLYHG� ƘƜƝ� UHVSRQV-
es from Aragon students 
DQG� VWDII�� IRXQG� WKDW� ƞƘ�� RI�
respondents face physical 
KHDOWK� SUREOHPV� DQG� Ɲƙ��
experience mental health is-
sues related to screen time. 
Although most rated their is-
sues as mild to moderate, the 
effects add up.

For freshman Luke Phil-
lips, whose screen time has 
quadrupled to over eight 
hours since distance learn-
ing began, migraines and eye 
strain have become a com-
mon occurrence.

“It’s not necessarily how 
bad they are, it’s just that 

consistently I’m having head-
aches more than usual,” Phil-
lips said. “It used to be once 
or twice a month but now I’ve 
QRWLFHG� >PLJUDLQHV@� SRSSLQJ�
up more and more.”

Despite these issues, 
screens do have benefits; 
they have given students a 
way to interact with their 
friends while remaining so-
cially distanced, mitigating 
pandemic-induced isolation.

“I feel disconnected from 
friends, but I use social plat-
forms like Discord, and I play 
video games with friends,” 
Phillips said. “If I didn’t have 
WKRVH�IHDWXUHV�>,�ZRXOG@�SURE-
ably be more disconnected.”

Now that many students 
spend time online in Zoom 
classes or interact with their 

friends online, they find less 
chances to go out together 
and exercise. Most Ara-
gon students spend under 
Ɩ� Ɩ�Ɨ� KRXUV� RXWGRRUV� HDFK�
day, which can lead to some 
health issues. 

Freshman Roshi Khilani 
shares this concern: he is 
physically isolated from his 
friends and has a hard time 
finding the motivation to ex-
ercise in addition his physi-
cal education class.

“It’s not very fun to go on 
the treadmill or go outside,” 
Khilani said. “I just do PE. … 
I used to go out or play with 
my friends sometimes.”

Lack of exercise has con-
sequences such as a height-
ened risk for heart disease, 
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Athletics conditions in cohorts
Coach Sell leads football warm ups; junior Daniel Voyles has his temperature checked. MICHAEL SIPES 

Kamron Ramelmeier
news writer 

———
This year, the College 

Board has reduced the num-
ber of SAT testing sites to 
maintain safety during the 
&29,'�Ɩƞ�SDQGHPLF��)RU�WKH�
$XJ��Ɨƞ�6$7��RQO\�ƚƙ��RI�WKH�
usual number of testing cen-
ters were open nationwide.

In response to limited 
testing availability, the 
majority of four-year col-
leges and universities 
nationwide have waived 
standardized examination 
requirements. Additional-
O\�� PRUH� WKDQ� ƙƕƕ� FROOHJHV�
have agreed to a statement 
issued by the National As-
sociation for College Ad-
mission Counseling, which 
affirms that students will 
not be penalized if they do 
not submit test scores.

Senior Albena Goulisheva 
thinks test-optional policies 
EHQHŭW� DOO� VWXGHQWV�� UHJDUG-
less of whether or not they 
decide to submit their scores.

“I feel like when they made 
it optional, it accommodated 
those who weren’t able to 
take it and also those who 
were because people who 
studied very hard paid all of 
this money to get it done and 
did really well,” Goulisheva 
said. “It would be really dis-
appointing to not submit 
their scores and get recog-
nized for their hard work.”

Although many colleges 
have implemented test-

District navigates standardized 
testing amidst pandemic

3$*(��Ɩƕ3$*(��Ɩƕ3$*(��ƖƘ3$*(��ƖƘ
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Cameron Leung
news writer

———
In the week leading up to 

Oct. 6, Aragon students partook 
in the California Student Mock 
Election sponsored by the Cali-
fornia Secretary of State. Amer-
ican Government teachers 
Kevin Nelson and Scott Silton 
organized the Mock Election as 
a schoolwide event. 

The Mock Election has 
been organized by various 
Aragon government teach-
ers since 2008. In recent 
years, students would go to 
the Multi-Purpose Room dur-
ing social science classes to 
complete a virtual ballot on 
Chromebooks. This year, 
due to distance learning, 
students participated in the 
election through a Canvas 
quiz instead. 

Results of the Mock Election 
mostly favored the Democratic 
Party. In the presidential vote, 
Joe Biden won by a landslide, 
acquiring 83% of the votes, 
while 12% voted for Donald 
Trump and 5% of participants 
voted for other parties. How-
ever, Prop 16, which allows for 
race to be considered in public 
employment, education and 
contracting, was almost split 
evenly with 54% voting “yes” 
and 46% voting “no.”

“[Having a Student Mock 
Election] shows our commu-
nity that it’s a misconception 
that teenagers are uninterested 
DQG� VHOŭVK�Ň� VDLG� 6HQLRU� &ODVV�
President Daniela Virgen. “If 
we’re willing to participate in 
this Mock Election and we have 
great results ... [we can show 
that] students are educated and 
engaged in politics.”

The Mock Election intends 

to promote civic engagement 
among students and to famil-
iarize them with voting so they 
can cast a ballot when they are 
of age to do so. 

“Students don’t realize the 
power [voting] can have, es-
pecially since they don’t have 
that right yet,” said sophomore 
Harvard Model Congress Club 
member Zoe Neil. “Now is the 
best time to learn about the im-
pact that a vote has and how to 
be a good voter.”

Some believe that encourag-
ing students to become regular 
voters could stimulate future 
political involvement.

“Maybe our parents or our 
friends aren’t voting or they’re 
QRW� OHDUQLQJ� DERXW� WKH� GLŬHU-

ent props and candidates, so 
I think that this is also a good 
way for us to feel comfortable 
sharing what we’ve learned,” 
said junior Current Events Club 
3UHVLGHQW� <RVVL� 0RŬ�� ņ,� UHDG�
about props and measures. ... 
I had been telling my parents 
about them.”

$ŶHU�YRWLQJ�HQGV��WKH�6HFUH-
WDU\� RI� 6WDWHńV� RůFH� FRPSLOHV�
the statistics from each partici-
pating high school. Although 
not required by the Secretary of 
State’s Student Mock Election, 
Nelson and Silton decided to 
include the new demographic 
section this year because they 
believed it could inform how ac-
curate the results were in repre-
senting Aragon’s entire student 
body and simulate an exit poll.

“When you register to vote 

in real life, they also collect [de-
mographic] information and re-
port that information,” Virgen 
said.

In previous years, Felder re-
ported having a participation 
rate of 95%, compared to this 
year’s 60%. Despite the low 
turnout, Aragon may continue 
using Canvas as a platform for 
future Mock Elections.

ņ&DQYDV� LV� D� YHU\� HůFLHQW�
system to deliver info and col-
lect data, so it’s going to be 
something we’ll continue us-
ing in Mock Elections,” Nelson 
said. “It’s also a place where, 
as a government teacher, I can 
link information and articles.”

Aragon’s Mock Election 
poll data is not representative 

of the school’s entire student 
body, due to the lower turnout. 
As a result, the racial makeup 
of participants does not align 
with Aragon’s true demo-
graphics. Around 26.8% of stu-
GHQW� YRWHUV� LGHQWLŭHG� WKHP-
selves as Asian, 22.6% white, 
15.6% mixed-race, 11% Latinx 
RU� +LVSDQLF�� ��� 3DFLŭF� ,V-
lander or Hawaiian, less than 
1% African American and 21% 
XQLGHQWLŭHG��ZKHUHDV�$UDJRQ�
students are 30% Asian, 27% 
Latinx or Hispanic, 27% white, 
���PL[HG�UDFH�� ��� 3DFLŭF� ,V-
lander or Hawaiian and 1% Af-
rican American.

With the district adminis-
tration on record supporting 
voter registration, it is likely 
that Mock Elections at Ara-
gon will continue in 2022. 

Aragon holds 2020 
Student Mock Election

SMUHSD tests 
asynchronous 
Wednesdays

KAITLYN HA

AVA GAWEL

“Students don’t realize the power 
[voting] can have, especially since 
they don’t have that right yet”

Marlee Cherkas
news writer

———
On Sept. 24, the San Mateo 

Union High School District  
Board of Trustees examined 
a proposal for Wednesday 
classes to be asynchronous. 
Asynchronous Wednesdays 
would mean that classes are 
offline, and students are ex-
pected to complete assigned 
work during school hours 
away from synchronous 
Zoom classes. SMUHSD 
students signed a petition, 
created by the Unified As-
sociated Student Body in 
September, proposing that 
all Wednesday classes be 
asynchronous, which gar-
nered over 2,300 signatures. 
Some students feel that 
this should be implemented 
because Wednesday class 
periods are too short for 
meaningful instruction and 
online learning has proven 
fatiguing. 

During the board meet-
ing, UASB student board 

members shared their per-
spectives. Capuchino High 
School senior and UASB rep-
resentative Jessica Sharma 
outlined common issues stu-
dents face in the wake of on-
line learning. 

“Students throughout the 
district reported suffering 
from constant headaches, 
sluggishness and a sense 
of dread from the rigorous 
hours they spend in front of 
computers,” Sharma said. 

One factor the board con-
sidered in the two weeks fol-
lowing the initial meeting 
was the required number of 
weekly instructional hours.  
Having asynchronous days 
would decrease the current 
number of instructional 
hours per week. The board 
expressed that there is no 
perfect substitute for in-
structional hours.

The week of Oct. 4, teach-
ers across the district voted 
on the Wednesday schedule. 
In a districtwide message on 
Oct. 6, Superintendent Kevin 

Skelly explained that on Oct. 
14 and 28 teachers will have 
the choice to conduct virtual 
classes or go through with 
asynchronous classes. If 
classes are to be offline, stu-
dents will be assigned work, 
and teachers will be avail-
able if help is needed. 

Senior Janelle Soriano 
supports this proposal.

“I have college things that 
take up a lot of my time, so 
my schedule is packed with 
unfinished classwork as well 
as homework,” Soriano said. 
“Having that independence 
and power to make my own 
schedule is great.” 

Dance and Health Teach-
er Elke Calvert-Rios ap-
preciates the synchronous 
Wednesday schedule be-
cause it gives her the option 
to teach. 

“They’re really short 
classes, but I still have time 
to review content ... that you 
might not be able to do on 
your block days,” Calvert-
Rios said.

Calvert-Rios also believes 
asynchronous Wednesdays 
may be advantageous to stu-
dents’ mental health.

“I think it’ll help them 
feel less stressed because 
they will have a day for 
catch-up,” Calvert-Rios said. 
“However, I don’t know if all 
students will use it for that 
purpose.”

For freshman Adele Hsu, 
asynchronous days would give 
KHU�WLPH�RŬ�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�

“It’s really good to have a 
break from the screen,” Hsu 
said. “We’re on the computer 
about seven hours a day.” 

At the Oct. 8 board meet-
ing, the results of a recent 
Panorama survey were 
shared. Half of the sur-
vey participants reported 
preferring online classes. 
The board will wait until 
they receive feedback from 
teachers on how engaged 
and productive their stu-
dents were to decide wheth-
er asynchronous classes will 
become permanent.
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On Nov. 3, U.S. citizens 
will have a final opportu-
nity to cast their ballots to 
determine America’s course 
for the next four years. As 
the relationship between po-
litical parties has grown in-
creasingly tense, citizens are 
now more eager to engage in 
democracy.

According to a Pew Re-
search Center survey, 83% 
of polled registered voters 
this year agree that the out-
come of the presidency is 
crucial, up 9% from 2016. 
However, the amount of 
people invested in politics 
does not align with voter 
turnout, which has always 
been low in America. Ac-
cording to a study by the 
University of California of  
Santa Barbara, an average 
of 55.36% of eligible voters 
participated in the presi-
dential election process in 
the past 20 years. The date 
marked as Election Day, 

which is always the first 
Tuesday of November, could 
discourage many from cast-
ing their ballots.

To address low voter turn-
out, the editors of the Out-
look believe that Election 
Day should become a na-
tional holiday. Eliminating 
the interference of work and 
school would create more 
opportunities for people to 
vote on Election Day. This 
phenomenon can be seen in 

France, as its general elec-
tion day is held on a Sunday. 
According to a study by the 
Sigma Journal of Political 
and International Studies, 
between 2002 to 2012 an av-
erage of 81% of registered 
voters in France voted, while 
only an average of 75% of 
registered voters used their 
power at the ballot box in the 
U.S. during the same time 
period. 

A Pew Research Center 
survey revealed that 14% of 
registered American voters 
did not vote in the 2016 presi-
dential election because they 
were too busy or had sched-

uling conflicts. For most 
people who work from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., there is barely 
enough time to stand in line 
to cast their vote and then 
travel back to work as poll-
ing booths in California are 
open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
For some rural Americans, 
the nearest polling place 
is more than an hour drive 
away. States, such as Texas, 
have closed as much as one 
in 10 polling locations, and 
seven counties in Georgia 
now only have one polling 
place, adding to the inconve-
nience. If work institutions, 
including sports arenas, sta-
diums and schools were to 
close on Election Day, these 
buildings could transform 
into voting centers, mak-
ing voting more accessible. 
Many NBA arenas 
and facilities, for 
example, will be 
used as polling 
centers for the 
2020 election.

Long lines that 
occur early in the 
morning before 
work and late in 
the evening after 
work can be elimi-
nated, as people 
would no longer 
be limited by their 
work schedule. 

Bipartisan Policy Center 
reported that at times, cast-
ing a vote can exceed 30 
minutes. For the upcoming 
election, wait times have 
further increased as many 
polling centers have closed 
due to COVID-19 restric-
tions. Because of the added 
precautions, some citizens 
must wait hours to cast 
their vote. Voters in Tex-
as have experienced wait 
times over five hours. Hav-
ing a work-free day would 
allow voters to choose the 
time of the day that is best 
for them to cast their bal-
lot, preventing long lines 
at specific times of day and 
thus limiting voters’ time 
spent at the polls.

Making Election Day a 
national holiday would also 

raise awareness of this im-
portant date, encouraging 
people to pre-register to 
vote and consider who they 
will cast their vote for. It 
is an opportunity for the 
community to gather and 
celebrate democracy to-
gether, creating a patriotic 
atmosphere among citizens. 
Thus, many would be en-
couraged to participate in 
Election Day, increasing 
voter turnout.

Democracy is a founda-
tion of the U.S. and equality 
is a major pillar of democ-
racy. Making Election Day a 
national holiday would pro-
mote equality in the voting 
system, creating a future 
where all citizens can use 
their voices to effect posi-
tive change.

“There is barely enough time to 
stand in line to cast their vote 
and then travel back to work”

Editorial: Election Day should be a national holiday
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Aragon community,
The Aragon Outlook is 

our school’s independent, 
award-winning student 
newspaper, which has tra-
ditionally been published 
online and in print most 
months of the year. Due to 
campus closures, we will 
be publishing online on 
the same schedule as any 
normal year, and printing a 
limited number of editions. 
Our website, aragonoutlook.
org, has a full online edition 
of articles from September 
in addition to everything 
you see in this print edition. 
You can read our staff’s 
stories about school re-
opening and local news; we 
published articles on topics 
ranging from Zoombomb-
ing, ethnic studies and wild-
fires to economic inequality 
in the Bay Area.

Journalism, on any scale, 
plays a large role in our 
society. As student jour-
nalists in this age, we are 
taking our responsibility 
to inform the community 
seriously. We are dedicated 
to reporting on the men-
tal and physical wellbeing 
of students and staff and 
growing inequities that are 
being exacerbated by the 
ongoing coronavirus pan-
demic to provide any clarity 
we can in a year that is at 
best murky and at worst 

treacherous.
Now, more than ever, we 

are doing our best to deliver 
a paper copy of the news-
paper to the Aragon com-
munity and our subscribers 
as frequently as possible to 
keep our school connected 
while separated. We hope 
that our reporting on good 
news stories and other 
lighthearted topics can 
bring some joy to readers, 
and appreciate everyone’s 
continued support of inde-
pendent student journalism.

Our ability to print and 
publish the paper, now 
including an added cost of 
mailing to the community, 
depends on both time and 
financial restraints. We love 
featuring small and local 
businesses and appreciate 
any business advertise-
ments, community sponsor-
ships and subscriptions to 
outside addresses. Informa-
tion about all of these op-
portunities are listed on our 
website, or can be solicited 
by sending us an email.

If you have any comments 
about our coverage please 
email us at aragonoutlook@
gmail.com.

Thank you,
Josette Thornhill and 
Kayla Shiao
Co-editors-in-chief 

Note from the editors: 
A new Outlook
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optional policies, some stu-
dents still feel pressured to 
take the SAT. 
      We’ve been notified [by 
the College Board] that SATs 
ZRXOG� EH� FDQFHOOHG� >RQO\@� ƖƗ�
hours before, and it was dis-

appointing because we spent 
a lot of time studying,” said 
senior Ryan Chan. “Even 
though a lot of colleges have 
said that it’s optional, there 
are schools that have explic-
itly stated that they’d still like 
test scores if you have them, 
so I think lots of seniors [feel] 
pressured and [are] thinking 
that will help their chances 
more. We just 

scheduled for a later date not 
knowing when the next was 
going to be.” 
      To address student con-
cerns, the SMUHSD provided 
a districtwide survey for se-
niors to gauge their interest 
in districtwide test adminis-
WUDWLRQ�� $SSUR[LPDWHO\� Ƙƚƕ�
students requested an addi-

tional testing opportunity. 
As a result, the district orga-
nized test administration on 
VFKRRO� FDPSXVHV� IRU� 2FW�� Ɩƙ�
DQG�ƗƝ��

Director of Curriculum 
and Assessment Brian Sim-
mons explains what brought 
the district to administer 
this test. 

“We were getting inqui-
ries from families whose 
tests kept getting cancelled 
by the College Board,” Sim-
mons said. “[They] asked if 
it’s possible for the district to 
organize an internal date be-
cause time was evaporating 
for seniors. We also felt sym-
pathetic to the fact that all 
seniors didn’t have grades in 
the spring and [there were] 

stories of students going 
to other states and staying 
overnight in hotel rooms to 
take the SAT.”

Although colleges made 
standardized testing op-
WLRQDO� GXH� WR� &29,'�Ɩƞ�� +R�
thinks that this system may 

fade away permanently.
“There have been de-

cades of focus on GPA and 
test scores,” Ho said. “Just 
one year is really difficult to 
undo this thinking that [they] 
are the end-all be-all for you 
to get into college. Prior to 
&29,'�Ɩƞ�� WKHUH� ZHUH� D� ORW�
of conversations and many 

more colleg-

es jumping on the same idea 
that students could showcase 
their strengths beyond [stan-
GDUGL]HG� WHVWLQJ@�� &29,'�Ɩƞ�
has expedited that conver-
sation, and it has opened up 
colleges to take that step for-
ward and make good chang-
es for students [applying].” 

College and Career Advis-
er Laurie Tezak agrees with 
Ho’s sentiment.

“I think we were seeing 
optional testing coming,” 
Tezak said. “There are a num-
ber of schools that have been 
saying for the last two years 
that students should submit 
the test if they took it but in 
all honesty, they want to see 
their grades and classes as 
well as what they’ve been do-
ing in and out of their com-
munity. I think that it was 
starting to come, but COVID 
>�Ɩƞ@�SXVKHG�LW�RYHU�WKH�HGJH��
Several years down, we were 
going to see this, and the 
UC’s are looking at creating 
their own testing.”

&217,18('�)520�3$*(�ƌ�

soreness, cramps and pos-
ture problems. PE isn’t always 
enough to keep students ac-
tive, and half the student body 
doesn’t take PE. Khilani tried 
learning tennis, and freshman 
Owen Browne, who experienc-
es shoulder pain, plays basket-
ball between classes. 

'U\� H\HV�� IHOW� E\� ƙƕ�� RI�
Aragon students polled, can 
be caused by extended screen 
use, which  discourages blink-
ing making the glands that 
lubricate and moisten the eye 
OHVV�HŬHFWLYH��

Optometrist Dr. Thomas 
Aller, who wrote a paper on 
the pandemic’s effects on vi-

sion, recommends conscious 
blinking as a remedy — five 
times every half hour or 
hour, with a squeeze on the 
last blink. 

Myopia, also known as near-
sightedness, can be caused by 
high screen use. With it comes 
an increased risk for impaired 
vision or blindness. One-third 
of students reported that their 
vision has worsened because of 
the extra screen time.

“I think the best advice 
would be: if there is a break, 
go do something completely 
GLŬHUHQW�ZLWK�\RXU�H\HV�Ň�$OOHU�
wrote. “Just go outside.”

1R� VSHFLŭF� EUHDN� SDWWHUQ�
has been proven to stop or slow 

myopia, but follow-
LQJ� WKH� Ɨƕ�Ɨƕ�Ɨƕ� UXOH�
— to look at some-
WKLQJ�Ɨƕ�IHHW�DZD\�IRU�
Ɨƕ� VHFRQGV� HYHU\� Ɨƕ�
minutes — does en-
FRXUDJH�H\H�UHVW��ƙƛ��
of respondents sup-
ported short breaks 
during class to help 
them rest their eyes 
and refocus.

“[About] Half-
way  through class 
my English teacher 
[gives] me a three 
minute break,” Phil-

lips said. “[The break] allows 
me to just go get some food 
and then I can come back, and 
I’m focused again. I think they 
should do that in every class.”

Some students have turned 
to blue light glasses or their 
device’s night mode to ease 
strained eyes. Blue light is 
not proven to cause eye strain 
or long-term eye damage, but 
it does disrupt the circadian 
rhythm, the body’s internal 
clock, altering sleep patterns, 
which can be detrimental to 
overall health. 

“The suggestion is that for 
[the] late afternoon and eve-
ning, there is some value to 
filtering some of the blue,” 
Aller said. 

For those dealing with the 
HŬHFWV� RI� SURORQJHG� VFUHHQ�
WLPH�� LW� LV�FOHDU� WKDW�&29,'�Ɩƞ�
has harmed more than just 
those infected with the virus. 
Aragon students must grapple 
with a series of challenges as a 
result of online learning, many 
ZLWK�ORQJ�WHUP�HŬHFWV�WKDW�ZLOO�
only increase with prolonged 
screen use. The struggles of on-
line learning will continue, and 
changes in screen time must 
be made in order to prioritize 
students’ physical and mental 
health and well-being.

Health issues attributed to increased 
screen time during distance learning

Exam while masked: 
students taking the SAT

during pandemic

“ I think seniors [feel] pressured and 
[are] thinking that [taking the SAT]
will help their chances”

JESSICA FU

EMILY FENG

KAYLA LI

KAYLA LI

DATA BASED OFF OF 378 ARAGON STUDENTS AND STAFF 

“[There were] stories of students 
going to other states and staying 
overnight ... to take the SAT”
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Carolyn Mish
news writer

———
Threats of a ban on the 

popular social media applica-
tion TikTok became reality in 
August when President Don-
ald Trump issued an execu-
tive order that stated the app 
would be banned 45 days later 
on Sept. 20, unless an Ameri-
FDQ�ŭUP�FRXOG�EH�UHFUXLWHG�WR�
buy out TikTok’s U.S. opera-
tions, out of concern that the 
People’s Republic of China 
might be able to use TikTok to 
spy. Currently, business nego-
tiations around TikTok are set 
WR�HQG�RQ�1RY������DŶHU�ZKLFK�
TikTok would be banned if it 
is not bought by an American 
company, which leaves the 
content and users who rely on 
the platform unsure of the fu-
ture of the app. 

An upcoming ban could 
creators with large followings. 
Senior Jessica Chen amassed 
over 46,000 followers by post-
ing her daily routines. 

ņ:KHQ�WKH�ŭUVW�EDQ�UXPRU�
came I was skeptical because 
a lot of news sources were 
incorrect, but when creators 
went live and said goodbye 
to their followers it made me 
really emotional,” Chen said. 
“By gaining this platform I’m 
super thankful to have this po-
sition to post what I like and 
have people enjoy it.”

TikTok is used by a young 
demographic; 41% of the 
app’s users are between the 
ages of 16 and 24. Senior 
Rumi Loghmani maintains 
more than 170,000 follow-
ers on the app by posting art 
content. He cites the algo-
rithm for his success. 

“TikTok is really good at 
making people blow up with 
the For You page,” Loghmani 
said. “That’s how you find 
videos. The For You page is 
your main source of new con-
tent, so it blows you up by 
forcing the users to see stuff 
to keep consuming content.”

The reasons cited for the 
potential ban stemmed from 
the company’s ownership. 
TikTok is owned by Byte-
Dance, a parent company that 
is based in China. Concerns 
arose due to the company’s 
possible connection to the 
Chinese Communist Party, 
and the fact that user data 

may be collected and stored 
outside of the U.S. TikTok 
denies that user data isn’t se-
cure, stating that their data is 
stored in the U.S. with a back-
up in Singapore. 

 “The GOP and Congress 
and the Democratic minority 
leader of the Senate expressed 
that this is an issue and one 
that needs to be looked into, 
and [that] there are secu-
rity risks there,” said history 

teacher William Colglazier. 
TikTok is prohibited on 

government-owned phones, 
VSHFLŭFDOO\� E\� WKH� 'HSDUW-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity, Transportation Secu-
rity Administration and the 
U.S. Armed Forces. Both the 
House of Representatives and 
the Senate voted in favor of 
prohibiting downloads on 
government phones. These 
precautions point to the data 
concerns laid out in the ex-
ecutive order. Issues with 
TikTok are not unfamiliar 
to global governments. In-
dia recently banned the app 
altogether due to the same 
fears. This issue of national 
security is within the Presi-
dent’s control, since he is also 
Commander in Chief and he 
commands the umbrella of 
national security.

The main concept that drives 
national security concerns with 
TikTok is the fact that it’s not an 
American company. 

ņ7KH�PDLQ�ŭ[�ZRXOG�EH�WKDW�
user data would be stored in 
WKH�8�6��>DŶHU�DQ�DFTXLVLWLRQ@�Ň�
Colglazier said. “That would 
EH�VXůFLHQW�WR�PDNH�WKH�8�6��
JRYHUQPHQW� IHHO� FRQŭGHQW�
that the American companies 
wouldn’t give the data away to 
a foreign government, and the 
American company CEOs are 
beholden to subpoenas from 
Congress or a grand jury, so 
that level of jurisdiction by 
putting the company in the 
U.S. gives our government 
some leverage in the issue of 
national security.”

$ŶHU� WKH� LQLWLDO� H[HFXWLYH�
order was released, three com-
panies emerged in attempts to 
ZRUN�ZLWK� 7LN7RN��0LFURVRŶ��
Oracle and Walmart all made 
RŬHUV� WR� EX\� WKH� FRPSDQ\� RU�
make a deal. ByteDance re-
MHFWHG� 0LFURVRŶńV� RŬHU�� OHDY-
ing Oracle and Walmart as po-
tential business partners. The 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
extended the upcoming ban 
for a week on Sept. 20, giving 
the companies time to work 
out a deal. 

However, the current de-
tails of the business deal 
are unknown. Oracle and 
Walmart are poised to share 
20% of a newly formed compa-
ny called TikTok Global that 
would be American owned. 
However, ByteDance has 

claimed that they would own 
80% of TikTok Global. The 
deal wouldn’t work if a foreign 
company owned a majority of 
the new company, and Oracle 
and Walmart claim that Byte-
Dance will have no ownership 
of a new company. As of now, 
Federal Judge Carl Nichols 
blocked the delayed Sept. 27 
ban and thus the businesses 
have a Nov. 12 deadline. 

National security may not 

be the only driving force at 
play with a potential ban. On 
Juneteenth, the Trump cam-
paign’s Tulsa rally was the vic-
tim of a mass trolling driven 
by TikTok and Twitter users. 
The users mass reserved tick-
ets to the rally to impact turn-
RXW��DQG� WKHLU� LQWHQGHG�HŬHFW�
took place. 

“It creates a community 
because we were all able to 
band together to accomplish 
this one thing,” said Hills-
dale junior Sophia Heath. 
Heath is president of the San 
Mateo chapter of Coalition Z, 
a youth-led activism group 
that works against injustices 
in the community and aims 
to increase youth voter turn-
out. “Even I reserved a seat, 
and we all had a common 
goal so it made it a bonding 
experience. The Tulsa rally 
also really helped create po-
litical TikTok and that plat-
form for activism.”

Brad Parscale, a senior ad-
viser for President Trump, 
tweeted that over one mil-
lion tickets had been re-
served. The auditorium for 
the event could only hold 
19,000 people, and turnout 
was estimated to be much 
lower than the reserved 
number of tickets. Shortly 
after the rally in July of 2020, 
U.S. Sens. Chuck Schumer, 
D-New York,  and Tom Cot-
ton, R-Ark,  voiced their 
concerns about TikTok’s se-
curity, and this led into the 
executive orders in August. 

“I think Trump is being 

absurd for focusing on ban-
ning an app for entertainment 
while we’re in the middle of 
a pandemic that he’s handled 
really poorly; he can’t man-
date masks or support Black 
Lives Matter, but he can ban 
an app, which seems irrele-
vant and not a super big deal,” 
Heath said. “There are con-
cerns with the Chinese gov-
ernment having our info, but 
everyone has their informa-
tion regardless of a singular 
app. All social media collect 
data and it wasn’t a super big 
concern that was about Tik-
7RN�VSHFLŭFDOO\�Ň

As for whether banning an 

app is censorship, the answer 
is unclear. The government 
reserves the right to regulate 
speech, such as threats. The 
right to freedom of speech 
and freedom of expression are 
inalienable, but not absolute. 
There isn’t a precedent for sit-
uations involving the consti-

tutional right to social media. 
7KH�LQWHUQHW�DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
these types of media are so 
relatively new there isn’t legal 
precedent of foreign owner-
ship of social media. 

“I read ‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale’ by Margaret Atwood 
DQG� WKLV� TXRWH� UHDOO\� UHVR-
nated with me and I think it’s 
relevant; ‘Nothing changes 
instantaneously: in a gradu-
ally heating bathtub, you’d 
be boiled to death before you 
knew it,’ and I feel like that de-
scribes the situation,” Heath 
said. “We don’t know we’re 
in authoritarianism. We can’t 
tell, but this is only the begin-
ning. If we let him get away 
with this, what are we going 
to let him get away with next.” 

Because a federal judge 
blocked the 45 day ban that 
would have banned TikTok on 
Sept. 20, there is a degree of 
hesitation around the legality 
of the ban. 

“There is an argument to 
be made that it is a violation 

of free speech, but there’s 
also national security as-
pects at risk, so it becomes 
a fuzzy area of constitution-
ality,” Colglazier said. “The 
outward claim of national 
security seems to have some 
validity, so we ask, ‘What is 
Trump not saying?’ We’re not 
saying that criticizing China 
is good for him politically—
going after this company, 
but not going after Russia’s 
influence in our elections. 
The evidence says that Rus-
sia meddled in our election, 
and he’s saying that a Chi-
nese company’s ownership of 
TikTok has the potential to 

have national security impli-
cations. We’re in this whole 
action based on a possible 
fear of data breach. There 
was already that happening 
by the Russian government. 
There has to be some politi-
cal issues because you’re not 
seeing a consistent policy.”

The outcome of the busi-
ness deal between Oracle, 
Walmart and TikTok will so-
lidify the fate of the beloved 
by many app will become 
clear as time goes on. In 
the meantime, creators and 
users of the app will weigh 
their options when consider-
ing how to proceed with cre-
ating and viewing content. 

“The platform I built was 
super special, and it was 
hard to let that go,” Chen 
said. “If something happens 
a lot less people will be on the 
app, and it’ll decrease views. 
There are bigger issues in the 
world, but it’s hard to give up 
stuff you care about.”

With the American user 
base of TikTok at risk, the com-
munities built on the app may 
IDFH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� IURP� WKH�
EDQ��7KH�SODWIRUPńV�GLŬHUHQFHV�
from other social media, such 
as altered comment sections 
and easy interaction with cre-
ators, added to connections 
made through TikTok. 

“TikTok brings a lot of peo-
ple together,” Loghmani said. 
“It’s given me the opportunity 
to meet a lot of new people. 
Some people I’ve met on Tik-
Tok are huge now, and it re-
ally builds community.”

The Nov. 12 deadline for 
business negotiations with 
TikTok remains. Until then, 
American users can use the 
app as normal. 
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“All social media collect data and 
it wasn’t a super big concern that 
was about TikTok speci!cally”

A look into Trump’s potential TikTok ban

“The platform I built was super 
special, and it was hard to let that go”

EMILY FENG
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Kiara Lopez
news writer

———
Accounting for nearly 

$232.1 million in music sales, 
vinyl record sales have sur-
passed CD sales for the first 
time since the 1980s. Ac-
cording to CNN, for over a 
decade, vinyl revenue has 
consecutively increased, 
whereas CD sales have de-
clined rapidly.

Introduced in the 1940s, vi-
nyl records have been around 
for almost a century and were 
the most popular way of lis-
tening to music for many 
years. Eventually, with newer 
technology, CDs quickly took 
over and were successful up 
until the end of the 20th cen-
tury. Following the trend of 
CDs, streaming services were 
introduced in the early 2000s 
with the intention to provide 
listeners with an endless sup-

ply of music accessible to 
them by their own devices. 
Since then, most people have 
grown accustomed to this 
quick form of entertainment. 
Recently, vinyls have re-

emerged in popularity among 
younger generations.

There are many possible 
explanations for the in-
crease in vinyl record sales 
over the years from techni-
cal sound, eye appeal and 
nostalgia. For senior Kyle 
Canton, owning vinyl re-
cords is a both physical and 
musical experience. 

“My favorite part is [ad-
miring] how personal [the 
vinyl record] is,” Canton 
said. “Every time you open 
up a record, there’s always a 
bunch of pictures or a letter 
to thank the listener of the 
album. Sometimes it’s just 
the artwork on the inside, 
[and] it just looks cool.”

These special features 
add to the average $20 price 
of vinyl records, but the 
personal connection makes 
the cost worth it. While vi-
suals may initially attract 

the eyes of shoppers, the 
favoritism towards vinyl re-
cords goes far beyond what 
meets the eye.

Thomas Predovich, owner 
of Vinyl Solutions Records 

in San Mateo, attributes the 
output to popularity.

 “Vinyls are not going away 
because there’s too many peo-
ple that love [them], and the 
sound is much warmer,” Pre-
dovich said. “[Unlike CDs or 
downloads], there’s no com-
pression [on vinyl records]. 
It’s just a full emotional sort 
of vibration that comes out 
of the record that the artists 
produced in the studio or live 
event and … it carries over 
much better with the vinyl.”

In order for online stream-
ing or MPEG Audio Layer-3 
files to store music, the re-
cording must be compressed 
into a small file that fits 
thousands of recordings 
into a single device. In vinyls, 
people are able to get the full 
sound that the artists intend-
ed to release. 

 “It’s just a lot more differ-
ent from digital,” said senior 
Jonah Diolula. “Those little 
imperfections in the sound 
... [vinyls are] a lot better in 
my opinion.”

Mass manufacturing of 
vinyl records persisted up 
until the 1980s. After this 
point, the production of 
records gradually petered 
out. When the companies 
transitioned to making CDs 
widely available to the pub-
lic, CDs became the most ef-
ficient way to store music 

up until around 2003, when 
digital music began to take 
over. The music industry 
shifted again with the digi-
tal era, leaving less than 20 
vinyl record pressing plants 
remaining in the U.S. today. 
Due to the scarcity of vinyl 
records, they have grown 

more valuable throughout 
the succeeding years.

 “Some records are just 
more rare because artists 
put their music that hasn’t 
been released on Spotify or 
Apple Music,” said senior 
Ella Tarara. “[People] would 
go chase after these records. 
My whole life, we’ve had a 
crazy amount of records, 
and my hallways are just 
filled with them now. It’s 
just something that we’ve al-
ways appreciated.”

The appeal of vinyls tran-
scends generations, starting 
with older generations who 
grew up with vinyl records 
to others who have discov-
ered a newfound apprecia-
tion for them. Predovich has 
seen the generational gap in 
his store where the custom-

ers from 12 to 70-year-olds 
will flock to the store, influ-
enced by their shared love 
for music.

 “Kids [come] in with their 
parents or parents [come] in 
with their teenagers … and 
[shop] for records and [talk] 
about music,” Predovich said. 

“[They express] what they like, 
what their parents should 
buy, listen to [and] what they 
should listen to from their 
parents. … It’s amazing.”

Vinyls have become a way 
for people to connect with oth-
ers, regardless of the seem-
LQJO\�GUDVWLF�DJH�GLŬHUHQFHV��
As for the future of vinyls, it 
is still unknown. Due to eco-
nomic implications related to 
the COVID-19 pandemic in ad-
dition to the changing trends 
in buyers preferences, vinyls 
remain in the hands of the 
customers’ interests. Despite 
other speculative uncertain-
ties, one thing remains cer-
tain: the personal appeal and 
original sound continues to 
ensure that vinyl records 
are not going anywhere for 
years to come.
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“Vinyls are not going away because 
there’s too many people that love 
[them]”

“My whole life, we’ve had a crazy 
amount of records. It’s just something 
that we’ve always appreciated”

ALESSANDRO RIEDEL

Vinyl records surpass CD sales



Peyton De Winter
features writer

———
When shelter-in-place or-

ders began in March, many 
students were struck by a 
strong sense of loneliness 
brought on by  isolation, an 
H[SHULHQFH�QR�GLŬHUHQW�IRU�VH-
nior Ryan McNamara. He used 
this time to create “Ghosts on 
the Roof,” his album which 
was released on Aug. 20.

“It was just really lonely, 
so I started writing around 
the beginning of March and 
ŭQLVKHG� >ZULWLQJ@� DURXQG� WKH�
end of June,” McNamara said, 
explaining the album’s inspi-
ration. “It was really a harsh 
adjustment, because I had two 
people keeping me stable, so 
no social interaction.”

Isolation was not the only in-
spiration for McNamara. 

“Musically, I was really in-
spired by bands like Fugazi 
and Bomb the Music Indus-
try,” McNamara said. “They 
really wanted music to reach 
the common person by sell-
LQJ�WKHLU�&'V�IRU����>DQG@�SXW-
ting their music online for 
free when that wasn’t really 
a thing.”

McNamara’s motivation of-
ten came to him in bursts. 

“One of the more consis-
WHQW� >SURFHVVHV@�ZDV� MXVW� EHLQJ�
awake at 4 a.m., and then forc-
ing myself to sit with a guitar 
for some reason,” McNamara 

said. “That was the only time I 
could get anything out. Some-
times, it would all just come to 
me at once. I call it a lightning 
bolt moment, where everything 
just hits you within 30 minutes.”

$� VLJQLŭFDQW� SDUW� RI� WKH�
album was the instrumentals 
behind it. Because of public 
safety regulations, McNamara 
had to do the instrumentals 
completely alone. 

“The only thing that was con-
tributed by other people was the 
>DOEXP@� DUW��ZKLFK� D� FRXSOH� RI�
my friends graciously contrib-
uted,” McNamara said. 

McNamara used his music 
playing experience to write 
his songs. 

“I’m mainly a drummer,” 
McNamara said. “My percus-

Carole Darve
features writer

———
Eight months ago, the 

Kumon center buzzed with 
DFWLYLW\�� 6WXGHQWV� ŮRRGHG�
through open doors, eager 
for the day’s lesson. One by 
one, they took papers from 
the stack of worksheets be-
ing passed around while in-
structions were read aloud 
to them. Junior Victoria 
Ly, an employee at Kumon, 
helps confused students 
solve problems in a collab-
orative manner.

Today, there is a sign on 
the door of the Kumon center 
reading “CLOSED.” A place 
RQFH�ŮRRGHG�ZLWK�QRLVH�DQG�
activity is now dark and si-
lent. Ly is in her bedroom in 
front of a glowing computer 
screen. She logs into her 
computer, clicks on a link 
and is greeted by a class of 
students with their cameras 
WXUQHG�RŬ��

Due to COVID-19, several 
Aragon students have expe-
rienced this shift to the vir-
tual environment at their 
job. After the doors of non-
essential businesses closed, 
the role of employees has 
changed in the workplace.

“We’re having the kids 
do their own corrections, 
so it’s more on the kids now 
rather than on the people 
who work there,” Ly said. “I 
feel like the instructors are 
OHVV�HVVHQWLDO� WR� WKH� >OHDUQ-
LQJ@� SURFHVV� >:H@� GRQńW�
have to have as many peo-
SOH�>DQ\PRUH@�Ň

Students now have ac-
cess to the classwork and 
homework worksheets virtu-
ally and do their own correc-
tions. Student-teacher inter-
actions are limited to short 
meetings over Zoom.

“You have to make 
PRUH� RI� DQ� HŬRUW� WR�
communicate.” Ly 
said. “When you’re in 
person, ... you don’t 
have to delib-
erately text or 
HPDLO�>VWXGHQWV@�Ň�

Other students 
KDYH� H[SHULHQFHG� GLŬHUHQW�
changes in their jobs. Senior 
Aaron Kang is a lifeguard 
at Highlands Recreation 
Center, and his job has re-
mained in-person through-
out the pandemic. Although 
not much has changed at his 
job, there have been some 
changes while working.

“There’s more hours to 
ILOO� >QRZ@��7KH\�KDYH�D�ORZ-
er volume of people,” Kang 
said. “They need to run the 
pool for longer hours, so I 
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Students with jobs confront the 

impacts of the pandemic

Ryan McNamara’s 
“Ghosts on the Roof ”

sion friends were like, ‘Okay, 
someone has to play a non-
drum instrument.’ So I’m 
like, ‘Okay, I’ll pick up gui-
tar.’  Then, just off the small 
bits and pieces of music the-
ory I had, I started writing.”

Most of the music was writ-
ten while shelter-in-place or-
GHUV�ZHUH�LQ�HŬHFW��EXW�LWV�IRXQ-
dation was laid prior. 

“I wrote one of the songs 
LQ�1RYHPEHU��WZR�ZHHNV�DŶHU�
I got a guitar, and the rest of 
WKHP� DUH� ZULWWHQ� >DŶHU@Ň�0F-
Namara said. “I recorded all of 
it on my phone. The best com-
pliment I ever get is when I tell 
people that and they’re like, 
‘Really?’ That’s how I know I 
did a good job.”

McNamara feels that releas-
ing music on Spotify is a pro-
cess that is not as daunting as 
one might think. 

“You just pay DistroKid like 
20 bucks to put it up,” McNa-
mara said. “It does take two to 
three weeks usually. You have 
to have a game plan going in.”

Although getting the album 
onto Spotify itself might not be 
GLůFXOW��WKDW�GRHVQńW�PHDQ�PDN-
ing music is without hardship.

“There are two songs on the 
album that I really just do not 
like,” McNamara said. “I had 
to say, ‘I can’t add any more to 
WKLV�� EHFDXVH� LW� GRHVQńW� ŭW� WKH�
structure.’ At some point, you 
MXVW� KDYH� WR� >VD\@� Ń2ND\�� ,ńP�
done with this.’”

At the end of the day, there 
was one piece of advice that he 
held above all. 

ņ'R� VWXŬ� ZLWK� ZKDW� \RX�
FDQ�� <RX� FDQńW� ŭJXUH� RXW� KRZ�
WR�PDNH� VWXŬ�ZRUN� RQ� D� FRP-
puter? Use your phone. People 
ZLOO� VKDPH� >\RX@� IRU� XVLQJ� WKH�
EDVLF� VWXŬ�� EXW� LI� WKDWńV� ZKDW�
you can make work … put it 
out. … You’re gonna keep going, 
I guarantee you,” McNamara 
said. “Same thing with instru-
ments. If you just have a gar-
bage guitar lying around that 
your family’s had around for 80 
years and half the strings aren’t 
ZRUNLQJ��SLFN�WKDW�XS��OHDUQ�>LW@��
Just start doing something.” 

You can listen to “Ghosts on 
the Roof” on all major stream-
ing platforms.

FEATURES

“You have to make more of an e!ort 
to communicate. When you’re 
in person, ... you don’t have to 
deliberately text or email”

COURTESY OF RYAN MCNAMARA

“People will shame [you] for using 
the basic stu!, but if that’s what 
you can make work ... put it out”

do have a longer shift now. 
But other than that, my 
work hasn’t been too much 
affected by it, other than 
the extra duties that I have 
to do and the slightly lon-
ger hours.”

Sanitization has become 
increasingly important in 
the wake of COVID-19.

“We also have to be a lot 
more careful about dealing 
with pool patients, because 
we can’t be close to them. We 
have to make sure that ev-
eryone is wearing a mask,” 

Kang said. “Because the in-
herent nature of the pool is 
that you can’t wear a mask 
in, it’s sometimes hard to 
control when people need a 
mask and when people don’t 
need to because they need 
to wear it up until the wa-
ter, and some people don’t 
wear the mask all the time 
because they think, they’re 
at the pool, they’re in open 
area, they don’t need to. 
But it’s county health laws 

... that you always have to 
wear a mask.”

At Kang’s job, sanitiza-
tion has become a greater 
priority, along with masks 
and social distancing.

“So as a lifeguard, my job 
LV�����ILUVW�DQG�IRUHPRVW��>WR@�
ZDWFK�WKH�SRRO��>DQG@�PDNH�
sure people don’t drown,” 
Kang said. “But my second-
ary duties now include 

cleaning all the surfaces 
when people leave. It in-
cludes cleaning the bath-
rooms, dealing with peo-
ple’s questions about pool 
procedures or the whole rec 
center as a whole. Just kind 
of general maintenance, 
anything that happens at 
the pool kind of defers to 
us lifeguards.”

Junior Anthony Surkov, 
like Kang, experienced the 

increased sanitization in 
businesses that operate in 
person. He was an employee 
at Gold Medal Martial Arts, a 
taekwondo studio. 

“All the equipment need-
ed to be disinfected more 
RŶHQ�Ň� 6XUNRY� VDLG�� ņ>7KHUH�
ZDV@�PRUH�H[WUD�ZRUN�>WR�GR@�
than what I already had.”

The fear of falling sick to 
COVID-19 puts greater re-
sponsibility on employees 
to ensure the workspace’s 
cleanliness. Increased reg-
ulations often came with 

businesses, especially those 
deemed non-essential, 
needing to shut down due 
to COVID-19 regulations.

ņ>*ROG� 0HGDO@� FORVHG�
down as a non-essential 
business and took my job,” 
Surkov said. 

From March to April, 
COVID-19 restrictions 
peaked. New cases began 
to overwhelm hospitals, 
and COVID-19 was official-
ly declared a pandemic by 
the World Health Organi-
zation. During this time, 
the unemployment rate in 
the U.S. shot up from 4.4% 
to 14.7%.

From showing a student 
how to tie their white belt to 
teaching them the form re-
quired to be a black belt, eight 
years of experience were put 
to an end. Taekwondo is no 
longer a part of Surkov’s life. 
7KH� VSDFLRXV� ŮRRU� RI� *ROG�
0HGDO� LV� OHŶ� XQWRXFKHG� EH-
hind closed doors.

Surkov tried to get his 
position back, not wanting 
to give up on the job. De-
spite his efforts, he was not 
able to.

ņ0RUH� &29,'>���@� UHVWULF-
tions were imposed, which 

made it even harder for 
>*ROG� 0HGDO@� WR� UH-

open,” Surkov 
said.  “They 
limited the 

VWDŬ� WR�
only the 
adult in-

structors 
that were 
there.” 

As a 
former teen 
employee , 

Surkov rec-
ommends waiting un-

til after stay-at-home or-
ders to start working.

“Find opportunities that 
you’d like to pursue after 
quarantine. Develop your 
skills right now,” Surkov 
said. “Right now, it is very 
difficult to move into a 
field, especially when we 
have so many unemployed 
adults and career opportu-
nities missing.”

EMILY FENG

“Find opportunities that you’d like to 
pursue after quarantine. Develop 
your skills right now”
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———
Poll workers dedicate them-

selves to preserving a foun-
dation of democracy  — the 
election process. The county’s 
HOHFWLRQV�RůFLDOV�GHSHQG�RQ�UH-
liable and driven poll workers 
in order to make Election Day 
run as smoothly as possible, 
and the election this year is es-
pecially important given the tu-
PXOWXRXV�VWDWH�RI�JOREDO�DŬDLUV�

Youth today remain involved  
in democracy as poll workers. 
The California Elections Code 

section 12302, allows eligible 
high school students to serve as 
poll workers on Election Day. 

Poll workers are in charge 
of setting up and closing a poll-
ing place as well as protecting 

ballots and voting equipment. 
However, due to COVID-19, 
WKLQJV�ZLOO� RSHUDWH� GLŬHUHQWO\�
this year.

“Most counties ... are try-
ing to get most people to vote 
by some kind of absentee bal-
lot voting so that not as many 
people are coming to the 
polls,” said senior Natalie Gra-
ham, who plans to work at the 
poll booth on Nov. 3.

With fewer people enter-
ing polling stations, enough 
room is allowed for everyone 
to follow health restrictions. 
Senior Albena Goulisheva re-

counts some of the rules and 
TXDOLŭFDWLRQV� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�
poll stations.

 “You have to be regis-
tered,” Goulisheva said. 
“When you’re voting you have 

to be in a private space; you 
shouldn’t have any outside 
LQŮXHQFH�� <RX� VKRXOGQńW� VHH�
what  the person next to you 
is doing. You have to be in a 
secluded area. You have to 
PDNH�VXUH�>WKH�YRWHUV�DUH@�ŭOO-
ing out the right thing.”

Safety regulations are in 
place to mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 as polling stations 
can become crowded.

“We are trying to be open so 
that every voting citizen gets a 
chance to cast their vote,” Gra-
ham said. “We will be wearing 
masks and face shields to help 
everyone to make sure that 
we’re protected, and we’re also 
protecting them.”

The engagement of youth 
is critical in order to remain 
knowledgeable as to what is 
happening in the country. Later 
as adults, they can look back at 
what they’ve learned working 
at the poll booths and use that 
knowledge to help them vote.

“It’s really important for 
the youth of America to learn 
about politics [and] be engaged 
in politics,” Goulisheva said. 
“Just because you can’t vote, 
doesn’t mean you should be 
completely oblivious to what’s 
going on in your country.”

7KH�&KLHI�(OHFWLRQV�2ůFHU�
of  San Mateo, Mark Church, 
H[SODLQV� WKH� EHQHŭWV� RI� VHUY-
ing as a student poll worker. 

ņ7KHUH� DUH� VHYHUDO� EHQHŭWV�
to joining the Student Democ-
racy Program,” Church said. 

“For one thing, volunteers re-
ceive $280 in compensation. 
%XW� WKH� UHDO� EHQHŭW� LV� DQ� XS�
close look at how American 
democracy works. Our election 
system is by design highly de-
centralized and rooted at the 
county level. You will see how a 
remarkably large and complex 
process moves forward, largely 
through the work of citizen 
volunteers like you. Less tan-
gibly, there is simply nothing 
else like working at the polls 

on Election Day. There is a con-
stant high energy, and it is very 
satisfying to watch hundreds of 
people come to do their part in 
making our democracy work. 
Be the person who hands a ‘Fu-
ture Voter’ sticker to a child 
and inspires them to follow in 
your footsteps.” 

Graham looks forward to 
spreading awareness about 
the importance of voting.

“I’m excited to see how it 
works,” Graham said. “I hope 

that I can help some people 
that might be a little more con-
fused or not quite sure how to 
vote and give them a positive 
experience. I want to make 
sure that everyone knows that 
their vote does count.”

Church emphasizes the im-
portance of remaining aware 
in politics. 

“Even those who can’t vote 
or volunteer ... you can still 
take part,” Church said. “Talk 
to your family and friends, ask 

if they’re registered. Stay in-
formed about the candidates 
and issues. Our democracy is 
not a goal that can ever be con-
sidered complete, it is a pro-
cess that requires the partici-
pation of people just like you. 
As the Constitution states, this 
country is created to form a 
‘more perfect union.’ It is up to 
all of us to continue the process 
of making a fairer, more acces-
sible, more perfect democratic 
system for all citizens.”

Vedant Gaur
features writer

———
Aragon’s new Advanced 

Standing Modern World Histo-
ry teacher Erick Silva came to 
the U.S. from Mexico as an un-
documented immigrant. He im-
migrated as a child and holds 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals status, allowing him 
to stay in the country without 
the threat of deportation. 

DACA was created by Presi-
dent Barack Obama in June 
2012. As of 2018, the program 
provides DACA status for 
around 800,000 people out of 
an estimated 10 million un-
documented immigrants cur-
rently residing in the U.S. It 
allows immigrants to work in 
the U.S. and provides them 
with resources such as social 
security numbers in order to 
PDQDJH�ŭQDQFHV��DQG�LQ�VRPH�
states, a driver’s license. To 
maintain DACA status, there 
is a two-year renewable pro-
cess that costs around $400. 

ņ,ńYH� >SUREDEO\@� EHHQ� ŭQ-
gerprinted more times than 
your average person, not only 
because I’m a teacher, but also 
because of DACA,” Silva said. 
ņ:KHQ�LW�ŭUVW�VWDUWHG��\RX�ZHUH�

supposed to provide evidence 
that you had been in the U.S. 
continuously. I have this fat 
binder of every bank account 
statement I’ve ever had, every 
card that was delivered to me.”

As the 2020 election grows 
closer, the fate of undocument-
ed communities stands in ques-
tion. With the Trump adminis-
tration repeatedly expressing 
disapproval for DACA and at-
tempting to repeal it in 2017, 

it is unclear whether the pro-
gram will continue if President 
Trump serves a second term.

With the recent passing of 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
a 6-3 conservative majority in 
the Supreme Court now exists 
because Amy Coney Barrett 
was approved on Oct. 26. Since 
DACA is traditionally backed 
by Democrats, both situations 
seem to threaten the program.

“[I] would not just be losing 
DACA, but losing my income 
and everything that came with 
that,” Silva said. “Not being 
able to meet my car payments, 
not meeting my insurance pay-
ments. I was one of the people 
that kind of blocked [the news] 
out, and I didn’t give [the de-
bate] much attention, because 
I knew a big aspect of this is 

mental health. … It’s a never-
ending game.”

In June, the Supreme Court 
ultimately opened up the pro-
gram similar to what it was 
in 2012. However, the hearing 
process wasn’t smooth.

“The date of the hearing was 
constantly changing,” Silva 
said. “It’d be like, ‘they’re gonna 
make a decision next week.’ So 
then you live that week in fear 
and with a bunch of anxiety, 
and it [gets] pushed further and 
further. I think for me, I had to 
learn to disassociate.”

One reason people are 
against DACA is the belief 
that jobs are being stolen from 
American citizens. Some be-
lieve border control and immi-
grant admittance are too loose.

“If [one] doesn’t do the re-
search, and just goes with what 
WKH\ńUH�WROG��LWńV�HDV\�WR�SRLQW�ŭQ-
gers,” Silva said. “A lot of times, 
people who are struggling need 
to blame someone else, and 
the undocumented community 

is constantly the scapegoat. I 
think it’s [mainly] just prejudice 
[and] xenophobia.”

Some remain skeptical of 
undocumented immigrants. 
7KH�WRSLF�LV�VLJQLŭFDQW�LQ�SROL-
tics as an increasingly parti-
san issue. Many argue that 
litigation of the action would 

result in huge impediments in 
DACA holders’ lives. 

“Just like everyone else in 
America, we’ve formed our 
own identities, we’ve grown in 
a country that [despite how it] 
has alienated us,” Silva said. 
“Depending on your back-
ground, [we] might have been 
able to assimilate. Nobody 
knows [if] who they’re working 
with is undocumented.”

One reason to continue 
DACA is because many with 
DACA status arrived at a young 

age, meaning they lack ties to 
the country they were born in.

ņ,� ZDV� >LQ� 0H[LFR@� IRU� ŭYH�
\HDUV�� IURP� ELUWK� WR� ŭYH�� VR�
[although] I know [Spanish], 
at this point, English is my 
predominant language,” Silva 
said. “I don’t have connections. 
I don’t know if any of my quali-

ŭFDWLRQV�IURP�WKH�8�6���OLNH�P\�
teacher credentials will trans-
fer. I think I have a home to go 
to, because we [have] a house 
in Oaxaca, but it’s a restart. 
Thankfully, I’ve learned to 
[work hard], and I can [provide] 
my university and my work ex-
SHULHQFH�DQG�ŭQG�P\�ZD\��EXW�
that’s not necessarily the case 
for everyone.”

Even if things do go down-
hill, Silva still has faith in those 
in a similar situation.

“Learn to love yourself and 
ŭJKW� IRU� \RXUVHOI�� UHDFK� RXW��
give yourself love, let yourself 
heal and continue to grow,” 
Silva said. “Because, at the 
end of the day, the person 
that you answer to is yourself. 
How do you measure life? 
You don’t measure it in the 
amount of money you make, 
or the jobs you held, but rath-
er the connections that [you] 
made, what you contributed, 
and you don’t need citizen-
ship to do that.”

Behind the ballot: Aragon students work at poll booths

!e shaky future for DACA and undocumented immigrants

“Be the person who hands a ‘Future 
Voter’ sticker to a child and inspires 
them to follow in your footsteps”

Students train to run poll booths. COURTESY OF NATALIE GRAHAM

“[I] would not just be losing 
DACA, but losing my income and 
everything that came with that”

“The undocumented community is 
constantly the scapegoat”

COURTESY OF ERICK SILVA 

EMILY FENG
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———
With health mandates and 

online schooling planned 
through the fall semester, 
many are feeling isolated at 
home. With 57 unique clubs, 
Aragon students now have 
a way to interact with their 
peers virtually.

Junior Amber Yeh is the pres-
ident of Nanoseed Club, an ini-
tiative to raise awareness about 
life in rural China and to raise 
funds for impoverished people 
living there. 

“[Nanoseed Club] mainly…   
cover[s] how daily life is in 
rural China and … connect[s 
us] with the Nanoseed organi-
zation for raising funds,” Yeh 
said. “These funds … will go 
towards people in rural China 
[with]  low interest student 
[loans] and business loans.”

For the students who 
planned on starting a new 
club during online school, 
the process was lengthy and 
the officers faced some chal-
lenges. Aragon clubs must 
have a staff advisor for their 
clubs, but in a virtual world, 
this has become an even 
harder challenge with the 
new one teacher to one club 
policy.  Yeh faced difficulties 
finding a teacher to advise 
her club.

“It took … around a week 
or so to be able to get a set 
Zoom [and] date for our club,” 
Yeh said.

Senior Anali Ghaseminia is 
president of Let’s Talk Social 
Issues Club, which aims to dis-
cuss and educate about social 
issues around the globe. 

“[Social issues] are more 
important right now than ever 
… [since] current sophomores, 
juniors and seniors, [have not 
taken Ethnic Studies], [and] 
it’s important for us to all 
be a little bit more socially 
aware, [especially with what 
happened] over the summer,” 
Ghaseminia said. “[In] the 
past few months, I feel like a 
lot more people are interested 
[in social issues] and want to 
know more, so I feel this is a 
good club … to start.”

Like Yeh, Ghaseminia ex-
pressed similar concerns with 
ŭQGLQJ� D� FOXE� DGYLVRU� ZKHQ�
starting her club.

“Every person either turned 
us down or didn’t respond to 
emails, which is obviously un-
derstandable, because every-
body is so busy,” Ghaseminia 

said. “Eventually, we got Ms. 
Clothier, which we’re really 
grateful for.”

Many clubs also faced the 
difficulty of figuring out how 
they would hold club meet-
ings remotely. Freshman 
Samantha Crellin is the vice 
president of Art, Illustra-
tion and Digital Media Club, 
which has planned various 
lessons and activities to help 
people refine their art skills, 
primarily focusing on digital 
art. However, her club strug-
gled with distributing mate-
rials to members.

“If we were at school, we’d 
get everyone drawing tablets, 
but you can’t exactly distrib-
ute material like that when 
it’s online,” Crellin said. “[We 
can’t just say], ‘Hey, I’m going 
to send you a $40 drawing tab-
let through the mail, take good 
care of it.’”

Creating a friendly atmo-
sphere online was another 
objective when clubs planned 
out their meetings.

“I already know it [will] be 
really hard trying to become 
really close to people in the 
club,” Yeh said. “I plan on 
doing a lot of games and in-
teractive activities with ev-
erybody so that people get to 
know each other a lot more, 
and [we’ll] just try to make it 
as close to how we would do 
it in person.”

Creating a suitable club 
atmosphere was also a major 
focus for Ghaseminia.

ņ:H�GHŭQLWHO\�ZDQW�WR�OHDYH�
it a little open-ended, so [we] 
want to ask … people for their 
opinions,” Ghaseminia said. 
“We don’t want it to be just 
XV� IRXU� >RůFHUV@� WDONLQJ��:H�
want [club members] to have a 
bigger role.”

Despite the initial struggles, 
WKH�RůFHUV�KDYH�D�KRSHIXO�RXW-
look on their new clubs and are 
looking forward to connecting 
with people at school beyond 
those in their classes.

“Through [the] club fair 
and through talking to people 
about joining my club, I saw 
SHRSOH� IURP� GLŬHUHQW� JUDGH�
levels coming in,” Ghaseminia 
said. “Those are people that I 
would have never really had 
the chance to talk to.”

As the possibility of reopen-
ing schools keeps changing, 
clubs are doing their best to 
create a welcoming and in-
spiring environment that will 
EHQHŭW� DOO� VWXGHQWV� GXULQJ�
distance learning.
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Opinion: A!rmative action should 

account for income in addition to race

KAYLA SHIAO

Sarah Yu
features writer

———
“If they pass Prop 16, there 

will be far fewer Asians get-
ting into UCs. They may not 
even accept you.” 

My mother has reiterated 
this sentiment countless times, 
and it’s likely that many other 
Asian students have heard the 
same. It’s easy to quickly form 
D�QHJDWLYH�RSLQLRQ�DERXW�DůU-
mative action with thousands 
of posts online against it, but 
the issue is too nuanced to just 
gloss over.

Proposition 16 will appear 
on ballots this November. If it 
passes, it will repeal Proposition 
209, which banned preferential 
race or sex-based treatment in 
public employment and public 
education in 1996. A common 
misconception is that it will 

PDQGDWH�DůUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ��EXW�
this is not true; Proposition 16 
RQO\�OLŶV�WKH�EDQ�DQG�OHJDOL]HV�
DůUPDWLYH� DFWLRQ�� DOORZLQJ�
public entities to opt in. Many 
IHDU� WKDW� UHLQVWDWLQJ� DůUPD-
tive action will create racial 
quotas, but it is important to re-
member that racial quotas will 
still be illegal as the Supreme 
Court ruled in Regents of Uni-
versity of California v. Bakke.

7KRVH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�DůUPDWLYH�
DFWLRQ�DUJXH�WKDW�LW�EHQHŭWV�PL-
norities that have been histori-
cally given fewer opportunities. 
A large portion of lower income 
families are minorities 

and often don’t have access 
to the same education that 
wealthier families do, due to 
underfunded schools. The At-
lantic reports that in about 50 
out of the 100 largest cities in 
the country, most Latino and 
African American students go 
to schools where 75% or more 
VWXGHQWV�DUH�FODVVLŭHG�DV�ORZ�
income. This is no accident; 
it’s the result of systemic rac-
ism, and it is a prime example 
of redlining. 

In the 1930s, appraisers from 
the government-sponsored 
Home Owners’ Loan Corpora-
tion rated the quality of neigh-
borhoods based on the number 
of white versus non-white peo-
ple. Communities with more 
people of color received lower 
ratings and some neighbor-
hoods were deemed “hazard-
ous” and “declining” because of 
the people living there, accord-
ing to the New York Times. 

As a result, these neighbor-
hoods received less govern-
ment aid and deteriorated the 
way the original ratings sug-
gested. D-rated neighborhoods 
consisted of nearly 45% Black 
residents at its highest in 1980 
and only around 11% in A-rated 
neighborhoods, directly im-
pacting the educational oppor-
tunities provided. Thus, from 
a young age, minorities face 
adversities that others do not, 

putting them at a disadvan-
tage in college admissions 
and even job opportunities. 
Ideally, these issues would be 
addressed before college as af-
ŭUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ�PD\�MXVW�EH�D�
bandaid on a bullet hole, fail-
ing to address fundamental 
inequities. 

The root of the issue should 
be addressed through increas-
ing funding for underfunded 
schools at the primary and sec-
ondary levels to promote educa-
tion equity for students from 
a young age. This could help 
FRPEDW� WKH� QHJDWLYH� HŬHFWV� RI�
redlining and, over time, reduce 
WKH�QHHG�IRU�DůUPD-
tive action. 

Proposition 16 could also 
help increase diversity on 
college campuses. Authors of 
“Campus Diversity: The Hid-
den Consensus” conducted a 
survey through various col-
leges, such as Dartmouth and 
UC San Diego, where over 
8,000 students and faculty 
members acted as admissions 
RůFHUV�� 5HVSRQGHQWV� FRQVLV-
tently favored underrepresent-
ed groups and economically 
disadvantaged  applicants. 
Students seemed to believe that 
school should be a place where 
RQH�FDQ�EH�H[SRVHG�WR�GLŬHUHQW�
cultures and viewpoints. That’s 
not to suggest that schools in 
California intentionally accept 
people of the same background, 
but there is certainly room for 
improvement. Minority groups 
are underrepresented in UC 
schools – Hispanics make up 
36.6% of California’s popula-
tion, according to the 2018 U.S. 
Census Bureau, but only 22% of 
the UC population. 

(YHQ�ZLWK� LWV�EHQHŭWV�� DůU-
mative action is nowhere near 
perfect. It may still harm the 
people it is designed to help, as 
it’s possible that the opportu-
nities will only be given to the 
most economically privileged. 
$ŶHU� DOO�� VWXGHQWV� ZKR� DWWHQG�
better-funded schools have 
more resources, making it im-
possible to truly level the play-
LQJ�ŭHOG��

Discontinuing the use of 
the SAT in UC admissions was 
a step in the right direction. 
Many who supported remov-
ing it argued that the SAT only 
tested students’ ability to mas-
ter the test, giving families who 
FRXOG� DŬRUG� WXWRUV� DQ� XQIDLU�
advantage. Thus, economic 
background should also be 
considered in college admis-
sions as a whole. Considering 
only race is detrimental for 
those who are considered privi-
leged based on their race but 
ZKR�FDQQRW�DŬRUG� WXWRULQJ�RU�
homes in wealthier districts. 
Still, it’s undeniable that pov-
erty and race are strongly cor-
related; it would be unreason-
able to solely take into account 
economic background. In 
California, the poverty rate of 
black citizens is 20% compared 
to white citizens with 9%, ac-
cording to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation. Poverty rates of 
Hispanics and Native Ameri-
cans are similarly high at 17% 
and 16%, respectively. I would 
EH�LQ�IXOO�VXSSRUW�RI�DůUPDWLYH�
action if it took into account 
economic background, a cru-
FLDO�IDFWRU�LQ�HGXFDWLRQ��$ůU-

mative action based solely 
on household income 
has been considered 
in the past, but just 
OLNH�DůUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ�

based solely on race, it 
is incomplete. This more 

than a socioeconomic 
issue, not just social 

and not just economic. 
To implement a more com-

prehensive solution, we 
need to address both aspects.KAITLYN HA

An introduction to 
new clubs at Aragon

“[A]!rmative action may just be a 
bandaid on a bullet hole, failing to 
address fundamental inequities”
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———
I remember when I 

watched the 1998 “Mulan” 
movie for the first time. It 
was easy to be charmed by 
its simple yet playful anima-
tion style combined with an 
iconic soundtrack and un-
forgettable characters. The 
references to Chinese culture 
in the film were a bonus, 
as I am Chinese myself. So, 
naturally, when I heard that 
Disney was releasing a live-
action version of the movie 
this year, I was ecstatic.

And I wasn’t alone. Many 
of my friends and family have 
been anticipating its release 
ever since it was announced 
as early as 2015. However, 
the hype surrounding the up-
coming movie quickly turned 
sour. The movie’s Google pro-
file boasts an alarming 2.7-
star review and $43.8 million 
box office, contrary to the ex-
pectations of a popular Dis-
ney remake. What happened? 

There was skepticism 
about the film from the be-
ginning. Disney has a his-
tory of making culturally 
inaccurate movies, and many 
speculated that “Mulan” was 
going to fall under the same 
pattern. Once the movie 
premiered, those doubts be-
came a reality. Critics have 
been quick to point out de-
tails about scenes that were 
confusing and cringeworthy 
for Chinese audiences. After 
having watched quite a few 
Chinese historical dramas, 
I was taken aback when a 
soldier cut off the chancel-
lor and the emperor during 
a discussion, as no one ever 
interrupts the emperor.

In addition to its cultural 
flaws, an incident in August 
2019 sparked outrage across 
the Internet. Liu Yifei, the ac-
tress who played Mulan, was 
posted on a Chinese news-
paper influenced by the Chi-
nese Communist Party. The 
words were translated into: 
“I support the Hong Kong 
police. You guys can beat 
me up now.” People immedi-
ately criticized Yifei for sup-
porting the Hong Kong po-
lice brutality. Soon enough, 
#BoycottMulan rose as an 
internationally trending 
hashtag on Twitter.

Media outlets have called 
out “Mulan” for its contro-
versial filming location in 
Xinjiang, China, where the 
government is accused of 
holding over a million Uy-
ghur Muslims in prison 

camps. To add fuel to the fire, 
the ending credits include a 
message that thanks the Xin-
jiang government agency in-
volved in the camps for help-
ing with the filming process. 
Watching would be equiva-
lent to turning a blind eye to 
human rights abuse.

The credits also revealed 
another skeleton in the clos-
et: an overwhelmingly white 
crew. The lack of diversity 
behind the camera is a seri-
ous and recurring issue. The 
movie is supposed to cele-
brate culture, yet  Asian ac-
tors have no control over how 
they are told or depicted. For 
example, while a white cos-
tume designer travelled to 
China to educate herself on 
the culture before working 
on pieces, Disney could have 
hired a Chinese costume de-
signer who already identi-
fied with the culture. 

Nonetheless, even with 
all of these arguments, some 
say that the controversies 
surrounding a movie should 
not affect the quality of the 
movie itself. After all,  “Mu-
lan” has been a costly Disney 
project with a budget of $200 
million. With all of its special 
effects, battle sequences and 
renowned actors like Donnie 
Yen and Jet Li, the film must 
be thrilling to watch. Unfor-
tunately, that is not the case. 

Although the cinematog-
raphy is impressive, there 
were many alterations to 
the original plot that made 
the film lose its shine. One 
example would be the new 
villain, Xian Lang, who is an 
ostracized “witch,” a Western 
term that does not fit Chi-
nese beliefs. Instead, those 
with magical powers would 
be highly respected. 

The message behind “Mu-
lan” has become nonexistent. 
In this version of the story, 
Mulan has been gifted with a 
lot of Qi, a powerful and vi-
tal life force in Chinese phi-
losophy. This new addition 
sounds a lot like any other 
superhero story, where the 
main character must find 
themselves and have the 
courage to unleash their full 
power they have kept hidden 
inside themselves. Mean-
while, in the original movie, 
she had to train hard for her 
skills in order to prove her-
self. The movie is essentially 
telling young boys and girls 
that the only way to be suc-
cessful is to be born with spe-
cial privileges and gifts.

“Mulan” is the definition 
of a box office bomb. Af-
ter the closure of its theme 
parks as a result of COVID-19 
regulations, Disney had high 
hopes for the film to make up 
for the loss of income. Yet, 
poor choices only perpetu-
ated its downfall. From its 
controversies to its pitiful at-
tempts to recapture the spirit 
of the beloved legend, the 
movie’s neglect by the public 
is unsurprising.
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As the orange and red 

leaves begin to fall, and au-
tumn commences with cozy 
indicators of the changing 
season like sweaters, pumpkin 
spice lattes, warm apple cider, 
fall  decorations around the 
house, cloudy days, pumpkin 
patches  and costume plan-
ning, the year starts to tran-
sition into holiday central. 

Halloween candy and yard 
decorations as well as Spirit 
Halloween stores have begun 
to appear in the San Mateo 
area in preparation for the 
spooky holiday on Oct. 31. 

However, in  California, 
where the weather still reach-
es 80 degrees in early October, 
ZLOGŭUH� VPRNH� LV� FRQJHVWLQJ�
the air, a global pandemic has 
forced people to stay home 
and schools to go online. It’s 
VDIH� WR� VD\� +DOORZHHQ� GHŭ-
nitely will not be the same as 
in past years. 

Popular Halloween activi-
ties such as trick-or-treating 
with friends or get-togethers 
are no longer allowed. Ac-
cording to San Mateo County 
Health’s Halloween Safety 
Guidance, events or parties 
should only include house-
hold members or a household 
social bubble that is no more 
than 12 people. That means 
many friends and families 
will not be able to celebrate 
Halloween together in-person 
DQG� ZLOO� KDYH� WR� ŭQG� RWKHU�
safe alternatives. 

Math teacher Alice Hu 
normally enjoys Halloween 
with her kids and her broth-
er’s family by going trick-or-
treating together. This year, 
Hu is still planning for a sub-
stitute activity to celebrate 
Halloween, while still abid-
ing by health and safety pro-
tocols in place. 

 “I don’t want to completely 
skip it,” Hu said. “I want to 
still try to do things that are 
normal as much as we can.”

At Aragon, Hu would nor-
mally  participate in the 
+DOORZHHQ� 5DOO\� VWDŬXOW\�
costume contest. Rally Com-
mission Head senior Claire 
3KLOOLSV�KDV�FRQŭUPHG� LW�ZLOO�

still occur, but now in a vir-
tual format. Additionally, the 
student costume contest will 
also occur as the Leadership 
class Rally Commission has 
been working to convert the 
Halloween Rally that would’ve 
taken place on Friday, Oct. 30, 
into virtual events through-
out the month of October. 

“We are turning the entire 
month of October into ‘Don-
stober,’” Phillips said. “We 
are going to spread the Hal-

loween vibe into every aspect 
of Aragon, from classes to 
social media. There are going 
WR� EH� D� WRQ� RI� GLŬHUHQW� FKDO-
lenges that the student body 
can look forward to both par-
ticipating in and watching 
peers compete in.”

While the rally among 
other Halloween festivities 
at Aragon  will be missed by 
many students, the highlight 
for sophomore Etueni Geor-
gievski is the costumes. 

“At school, I look forward 
WR� VKRZLQJ� RŬ� P\� FRVWXPH��
Usually I get with my friends, 
and we do a group costume,” 
Georgievski said. “Usually 
LWńV� ŭFWLRQDO� FKDUDFWHUV�� DQG�
,� WDNH� P\� ŭFWLRQDO� FKDUDFWHU�
and make it look demonic. I 
am going to take advantage 
of [dressing up] every year 
EHIRUH�,�WXUQ�����XQWLO�,ńP�Rů-
cially too old.” 

Georgievski’s Halloween 
traditions include going trick-
or-treating with friends, and 
then dividing the candy equal-
ly among themselves. Due to 
COVID-19 regulations, Geor-
gievski has altered his plans 
for Halloween and is inviting 
a few friends over to watch a 

movie in his backyard, dress-
ing up, eating candy and hav-
ing a good time. 

The City of San Mateo  
Parks and Recreation depart-
ment is hosting a Halloween 
event called the Halloween 
CAR-nival. San Mateo Com-
munity Services Coordinator 
Brandon Parra oversees city-
wide special events and the 
Halloween CAR-nival is one 
WKDW� LV� PRGLŭHG� WR� FRPSO\�
with COVID-19 regulations. 

“The theme of the Hallow-
een CAR-nival event will al-
low participants to have some 
interaction and play carnival 
style games,” Parra said. “Par-
ticipants will drive up to each 
booth and play the games from 
their car, [while] keeping them 
safe and socially distanced.” 

7KLV� HYHQW�ZLOO� EH� WKH�ŭUVW�
city-wide special event in 2020 
since all previous ones have 
been  cancelled. Usually city-
wide special events attract 
thousands of residents per 
year, so the Halloween CAR-
nival is still expecting over 850 
residents, with tickets sold out 
in advance. 

“We are planning to be able 
to accommodate up to 72 cars 
during the 1-4 p.m. event time 
on both Saturday, Oct. 24  and 
Sunday, Oct. 25,” Parra said. 
“That is a total of 144 cars over 
the entire event, and if each 
car has a family of three to 
six people in each car, we are 
potentially able to provide this 
event for over 850 residents.” 

This year, Halloween will 
be celebrated in a socially 
distanced manner, but that 
doesn’t mean you can’t have a 
fun Saturday night on Oct. 31. 
You can still watch a scary or 
a not scary movie, tell spooky 
stories, dress up in your cos-
tume, carve pumpkins with 
your family in person or virtu-
ally with friends and overall 
have a spooktacular time.

“We are going to spread the 
Halloween vibe into every aspect of 
Aragon” 

Opinion: Disney’s live-action 
Mulan is a dishonor to us all

A look into celebrating Halloween 
amidst the pandemic

Local pumpkin patches and decorations keep up the Halloween spirit.

People still enjoy fall traditions in a safe manner.

PURVI SINGHANIA

THOMAS JADALLAH
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 There is perhaps no mod-

ern-day comedian who walks 
the delicate line between ob-
noxiously entertaining and 
obnoxiously awful quite as 
RŶHQ�DV�$GDP�6DQGOHU��:KLOH�
toeing the line occasionally 
SD\V�RŬ�ZLWK�JHPV�RI� VZHHW��
DOEHLW�PLQGOHVV��KLODULW\��QRWH�
his movies “Happy Gilmore” 
DQG�ņ7KH�:DWHUER\Ň���6DQGOHU�
PRUH� RŶHQ� WKDQ� QRW� GLYHV�
KHDGŭUVW�LQWR�WKH�UHDOP�RI�RE-
noxiously awful — culminat-
ing in results that are painful 
WR� ZDWFK�� +LV� ODWHVW� 1HWŮL[�
RULJLQDO� UHOHDVHG� RQ� 2FW�� ���
ņ+XELH�+DOORZHHQ�Ň�XQGRXEW-
HGO\�KDV� LWV� FOHYHU�PRPHQWV��
But much like the rest of 
6DQGOHUńV�FRUSXV��LW�PLVFDOFX-
lates just how much over the 
top slapstick and juvenile hu-
mor a movie can take before 
LW�EHFRPHV�DQQR\LQJ��

The movie follows the 
VWRU\�RI�+XELH�'XERLV��$GDP�

6DQGOHU��� D� NLQGKHDUWHG� EXW�
simpleminded manchild who 
still lives with his mother in 
the notoriously spooky city 
RI� 6DOHP�� 0DVVDFKXVHWWV��
$JDLQVW� WKH� ZLVKHV� RI� SUDF-
WLFDOO\� WKH� HQWLUH� WRZQ�� WKH�
oblivious Hubie persists in 
his self-proclaimed “purpose 
LQ� OLIHŇ�� WR� NHHS� 6DOHP� VDIH�
RQ� +DOORZHHQ�� %XW� +XELH� LV�
DQ� HDV\� WDUJHW�� 5HOHQWOHVVO\�
bullied by most of the town 
and unable to bike down the 
street without projectiles be-
LQJ�WKURZQ�DW�KLV�KHDG��+XELH�
LV�6DOHPńV�ODXJKLQJ�VWRFN��

The movie begins on Hal-
loween with several people in 
town getting kidnapped by a 
P\VWHULRXV�YLOODLQ��&XULRXVO\��
all of the kidnapping victims 
happen to be the cruelest bul-
OLHV� RI� +XELH�� +XELH� VSHQGV�
the night trying to identify 
6DOHPńV�NLGQDSSHU�

7KH�SULPH�VXVSHFW��+XELHńV�
new mysterious neighbor 
:DOWHU� /DPEHUW� �6WHYH� %XV-
FHPL��� GLVSOD\V� V\PSWRPV� RI�
EHLQJ� D� ZHUHZROI�� 7KHQ�� WKH�
movie hints that the kidnap-
per is a lunatic wearing a pig 
mask who escaped the insane 
asylum at the very beginning 
RI�WKH�PRYLH��%XW�ZLWK�DQ�DE-
solute randomness that bor-
GHUV�RQ�JHQLXV��LW�LV�UHYHDOHG�
WKDW� /DPEHUW� LV� DFWXDOO\� MXVW�
GHOXVLRQDO�� DQG� WKH� HVFDSHG�
OXQDWLF� LV� UHDOO\� /DPEHUWńV�
roommate at the asylum try-
LQJ� WR� FRQYLQFH� /DPEHUW� WR�
UHWXUQ�� 7KH� ODVW� VXVSHFW� LV�
9LROHW� 9DOHQWLQH� �-XOLH� %RZ-

HQ���+XELHńV� FKLOGKRRG�FUXVK�
ZKR��GHVSLWH�EHLQJ�PLOHV�RXW�
RI�+XELHńV� OHDJXH�� LV� DOVR� LQ-
H[SOLFDEO\� LQ� ORYH� ZLWK� KLP���
%XW�DODV��9LROHW�RQO\�FRQIHVV-
HV�KHU�ORYH�WR�+XELH��DQG�WKH�
NLGQDSSHUńV� LGHQWLW\�UHPDLQV�
D� P\VWHU\�� )LQDOO\�� LW� LV� UH-
YHDOHG� WKDW� +XELHńV� PRWKHU�
actually kidnapped all of his 
worst bullies to burn them at 
WKH�VWDNH��JLYLQJ�WKH�DXGLHQFH�
D�VDWLVI\LQJ�UHYHQJH�IDQWDV\�

+XELHńV� FKDUDFWHU� VKRXOG�
be easy to sympathize with: 
a bullied underdog is ubiqui-
WRXVO\� UHODWDEOH�� %XW� 6DQGOHU�
voices Hubie with a mum-
EOLQJ�� JDUEOHG�� LQFRKHUHQW�
mess of a voice that gets old 
TXLWH�TXLFNO\��GHVSLWH�LWV�FOHDU�
LQWHQWLRQV� WR� EH� IXQQ\�� 7KLV�
unfortunately makes Hubie 
D�UDWKHU�GLůFXOW�FKDUDFWHU�WR�
OLNH��%\�D�FHUWDLQ�SRLQW�LQ�WKH�
PRYLH��+XELHńV� VWXSLGLW\� LV� D�
one-note punchline — more 
GUDLQLQJ�WKDQ�LW�LV�KXPRURXV��
,URQLFDOO\�� WKH� PXPEOLQJ� MX-

venile and idiotic character 
RI� +XELH�� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� WKDW�
makes the movie unenjoyable 
WR� ZDWFK�� LV� D� TXLQWHVVHQWLDO�
WURSH� RI� 6DQGOHUńV� SHUVRQDO�
EUDQG��3HUKDSV� WKHQ�� WKH�DQ-
noyingness of Hubie is less a 
FULWLTXH�RI�WKLV�VSHFLŭF�PRYLH�
than it is an indication that 

6DQGOHUńV� WUDGHPDUN� VW\OH� RI�
FRPHG\�LV�EHFRPLQJ�WLULQJ�����

The movie is at least self-
DZDUH� RI� LWV� ŮDZV�� $ŶHU� DOO��
6DQGOHU� KDG� SURPLVHG� WKDW�
if his previous movie Uncut 
*HPV��D�GDUN�FULPH�ŭOP�ZLWK�
FULWLFDO�DFFODLP��ZDV�VQXEEHG�
DW�WKH�2VFDUV��KH�ZRXOG�UHWDOL-
ate with a movie that was “so 
EDG�RQ�SXUSRVH�Ň�8QFXW�*HPV�
got zero nominations at the 
����� 2VFDUV�� DQG�� PDNLQJ�
JRRG� RI� 6DQGOHUńV� SURPLVH��
+XELH�+DOORZHHQ�LV�EDG��,WńV�
more of a mediocre bad than 
a horrendous bad: not quite 
terrible enough to reach the 
sacred territory of so-bad-
LWńV�JRRG� ¢� OD� ņ7KH� 5RRP�Ň�
EXW� WKHQ� DJDLQ�� DOVR� QRW�
YHU\� JRRG�� $QG� ZKLOH� VHOI�
awareness can be a power-
IXO�WRRO�LQ�FRPHG\��WKH�PHUH�
SUHVHQFH�RI�LW�GRHVQńW�LQKHU-
HQWO\� PDNH� D� PRYLH� EHWWHU��
especially if nothing is done 
with it — as was the case in 
ņ+XELH�+DOORZHHQ�Ň

)XQQLO\� HQRXJK�� +X-
bie Halloween shines most 
ZKHUH� 6DQGOHU� LV� DEVHQW��
The all-star cast features 
both rising child actors and 
DFFODLPHG� FRPHGLDQV�� DQG�
they mesh together surpris-
LQJO\�ZHOO�� 6RPH�RI� WKH� EHVW�
moments in the movie come 

IURP� 0D\D� 5XGROSK�� ZKR�
plays the hilariously sardon-
LF� 0UV�� +HQQHVV\� DORQJVLGH�
7LP�0HDGRZńV� GHVSHUDWH�WR�
SOHDVH�0U��+HQQHVV\��7KH�DV-
sortment of up-and-coming 

FKLOG�DFWRUV��PDQ\�RI�ZKRP�
ZHUH� SOXFNHG� IUHVK� RŬ� RI�
'LVQH\� &KDQQHO�� LV� UHIUHVK-
LQJO\� WDOHQWHG�� LQFOXGLQJ�
WKH� OLNHV� RI� 1RDK� 6FKQDSS�
IURP� ņ6WUDQJHU�7KLQJVŇ� DQG�
.DUDQ� %UDU� IURP� ņ-HVVLH�Ň�
1RQHWKHOHVV�� WKH� HQWHUWDLQ-
ing performances given by 
the rest of the cast only seem 
WR�PDNH� 6DQGOHUńV� SRUWUD\DO�
of Hubie all the more weari-
VRPH��SDLQWLQJ�LQ�VKDUS�FRQ-
trast the movie itself with 
LWV�SRWHQWLDO�� LI�RQO\�6DQGOHU�
had played Hubie with a bit 
PRUH�WDFW�

6WLOO�� ņ+XELH� +DOORZHHQŇ�
GRHV� ZKDW� LWńV� VXSSRVHG� WR�
GR�� HQWHUWDLQ�� 7KH� VKHHU�
wackiness of the movie will 
OLNHO\�EH�RŬ�SXWWLQJ�IRU�PRUH�
PDWXUH� DXGLHQFHV�� EXW� IRU�
younger children or those 
seeking some mindless en-
WHUWDLQPHQW� WKLV�+DOORZHHQ��
LW�GRHV� WKH� WULFN��$QG�DW� WKH�
HQG�RI�WKH�GD\�� LW� LV�QRWKLQJ�
less and nothing more than 
D� FODVVLF� 6DQGOHU�PRYLH�� RE-
QR[LRXV�� D� OLWWOH�KHDUWZDUP-
LQJ��DQG�IXQQ\�LQ�DOO�WKH�VWX-
SLGHVW�SRVVLEOH�ZD\V�

Sophia Zhou
features writer
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1HWŮL[ńV� ņ,ńP� 7KLQNLQJ�

RI�(QGLQJ�7KLQJV�Ň�UHOHDVHG�
RQ� 6HSW�� ��� LV� D� KDXQWLQJ�
rendition of a typical movie 
plot: a boy and a girl meet 
and form a romantic re-
lationship clouded with 
FRQŮLFW�� 7KH� SV\FKRORJLFDO�
thriller leaves viewers in 
VKHHU�VKRFN��'LUHFWRU�&KDU-
OLH�.DXIPDQ��ZKRVH�QRWDEOH�
ZRUNV�LQFOXGH�ņ(WHUQDO�6XQ-
VKLQH�RI�WKH�6SRWOHVV�0LQGŇ�
DQG� ņ%HLQJ� -RKQ� 0DONRY-
LFK�Ň�DGDSWHG�ņ,ńP�7KLQNLQJ�
of Ending Things” from Iain 
5HLGńV� ����� QRYHO�� 7KH� ŭOP�
received a score of 82% on 
5RWWHQ� 7RPDWRHV�� DQG� FULW-
LFV�GHVFULEH�LW�DV�D�ŭOP�WKDW�
“will mess you up” and “in-
spire you to think about it 
DJDLQ�Ň� ,QLWLDOO\�� WKH� UDWLQJ�

VHHPHG�XQUHDVRQDEO\� KLJK��
EXW� DŶHU� ZDWFKLQJ�� ZK\�
YLHZHUV� JDYH� WKH� ŭOP� VXFK�
KLJK�SUDLVH�LV�FOHDU�

�7KH�ŭOPńV�SORW��DOWKRXJK�
GHFHLYLQJO\� VLPSOH� DW� ŭUVW�
JODQFH�� SOD\V� RXW� WR� EH�

much more complicated 
WKDQ�DQWLFLSDWHG��7KH�PRYLH�
revolves around a janitor 
LQ� KLV� ROG� DJH�� -DNH� �-HVVH�
3OHPRQV���ZKR�VXŬHUV�IURP�
mental illness and bouts of 
ORQHOLQHVV�� +H� IDEULFDWHG�
a false reality of a perfect 
life including an unnamed 
ZRPDQ��-HVVLH�%XFNOH\���

:KLOH� .DXIPDQ� ZRUNHG�
RŬ� 5HLIńV� VWRU\� DW� LWV� YHU\�
FRUH�� KLV� RQ�VFUHHQ� DGDSWD-
WLRQ� GRHVQńW� VWDWH� WKH� REYL-
RXV� OLNH� WKH�QRYHO�GRHV��+H�
heavily relies on the use of 
visual symbolism to convey 
WKH� ŭOPńV� VPDOO� QXDQFHV��
6KRWV�RI� -DNH�JHWWLQJ� UHDG\�
for his job as a janitor are in-
tertwined with an idealized 
YHUVLRQ� RI� KLP�� ERWK� SHHU-
ing out the car window at 
D�VZLQJ�VHW��FRQWUDVWLQJ�KLV�
real-life versus his elabo-
rate fantasy and connecting 

WKHP� DV� WKH� VDPH� SHUVRQ��
7KH�ZRPDQńV�GLVFRQQHFW� LQ�
her own identity is commu-
nicated through the phone 
calls she receives under 
YDULRXV� PRQLNHUV�� /XF\��
/XFLD�� /RXLVD�7KH� WKHPH� RI�

age and time is prevalent 
WKURXJKRXW� WKH�ŭOP�� DQG� LW�
FDQ�EH�VHHQ�ZKHQ�-DNHńV�SDU-
HQWV��7RQL�0RUULVRQ�DQG�'D-
YLG� 7KHZOLV��� ZKR� DUH� GHDG�
LQ� UHDOLW\�� VHHVDZ� EHWZHHQ�
VLJQV�RI�OLIH�DQG�GHDWK��

'HVSLWH�WKH�ŭOP�EHLQJ�VHW�
LQ� WKH� ��VW� FHQWXU\�� FRPSR-
QHQWV� VXFK� DV� WKH� VHW�� SURS�
FKRLFHV�� FODVVLFDO� PXVLF��
costumes and coloring and 
ODFN� RI� VDWXUDWLRQ�� DOO� YHHU�
towards a nostalgic feeling 
in comparison to the futur-
istic style of most modern 
ŭOPV�� 7KH� FDPHUDZRUN� HI-
fectively nudges viewers to-
wards the importance of the 
symbols letting the viewer 
GLYH� LQWR� WKH� FKDUDFWHUńV�
internal dialogue and out-
wards body language bril-

OLDQWO\��%DODQFLQJ�D�VHQVH�RI�
raw emotional vulnerabil-
ity without coming across 
DV� FOLFKH�� WKH�DFWLQJ�DOORZV�
WKH� DXGLHQFH� WR� EH� D�Ů\� RQ�
the wall as the plot plays 
RXW�� %RWK� %XFNOH\� DQG� 3OH-
mons embody their charac-
WHUV� ZLWK� JUDFH�� %XFNOH\ńV�
DFWLQJ� UHŮHFWV� WKH� GXDOLW\�
of her character: innocent 
EXW� FRPSOLFDWHG� E\� GRXEW��
7KH� ŭOPńV� EXLOGXS� WRZDUGV�
the climax was intended to 
be subtle but fails to signal 
WKH� YLHZHU�� -DNH� DQG� WKH�
unnamed women are seen 
hugging in a school hallway 
before the what can be in-
WHUSUHWHG� DV� WKH� FUHVFHQGR��
and their body language  
the is an obvious indication 
RI� SDUWLQJ�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�
HQGLQJ�KDV�QR�FOHDU�VHJZD\�

,Q� 5HLIńV� QRYHO�� WKH� HQG-
ing is blunt and violent — 
-DNH�HQGV�KLV�DQG�/XF\ńV�OLIH�
ZLWK�D�KDQJHU��.DXIPDQ�GH-
liberately chooses to avoid 
WKH� REYLRXV�� VWLOO� H[HP-
SOLI\LQJ� GHDWK�� UDWKHU� LQ-
VHUWLQJ� KLPVHOI� LQWR� -DNHńV�
imagination to produce 
DQ� DUWLVWLF� VSHFWDFOH�� 7KH�

ILOPńV�HQGLQJ�FRQFOXGHV�LQ�D�
YDJXH�PDQQHU��PHDQW�WR�EH�
RSHQ�WR�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�

The horror movie genre 
as a whole relies on action 
DQG�GUDPD�WKURXJKRXW��JLY-
ing a simple and straight-
forward viewing experience 
where the audience already 
NQRZV� ZKDW� WR� H[SHFW��
Kaufman elevates a tradi-
WLRQDO� KRUURU� ŭOP�� RŬHULQJ�
a fresh take on the repeti-
WLYH� QDWXUH� RI� WKLV� JHQUH��
The communication of the 
ŭOP� GRHV� QRW� UHSUHVHQW� D�
cookie-cutter scary movie 
because the fear factor lies 
LQ� WKH� SOD\� RQ� WKH� YLHZHUńV�
psychology through the 
nuances of the deceivingly 
VLPSOH�SORW��

.DXIPDQ� GRHVQńW� KROG�
back with his creative deci-
VLRQV�DQG�XVH�RI�WKHPHV��+H�
takes viewers through an 
emotionally intense jour-
ney not meant for casual 
YLHZLQJ�� $W� WLPHV�� WKH� ILOP�
feels particularly labori-
RXV�WR�ZDWFK��DV�WKH�YLHZHU�
needs their undivided at-
tention to begin to compre-
hend the full weight of the 
V\PEROLVP��:KHWKHU� LQWHQ-
WLRQDO� RU� QRW�� WKH� DXGLHQFH�
is left feeling conflicted 
DERXW� ZKR� WR� ZLWK�� RU� LI�
they should even sympa-
WKL]H�ZLWK�DQ\�FKDUDFWHU��
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“I’m Thinking of Ending Things” keeps viewers at the edge of their seats 

“Hubie Halloween”: Trash or treat?

“He takes viewers through an 
emotionally intense journey not 
meant for casual viewing”

“Funnily enough, ‘Hubie 
Halloween’ shines most where 
Sandler is absent”

OUR    OUTLOOK
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Stephanie Lin
sports writer

Aragon has a rich history 
of athletic traditions. More 
well-known traditions include 
senior nights at the end of sea-
sons, homecoming games, ral-
lies and basketball quad games. 
But there is also a history of tra-
GLWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�RŶHQ�XQWDONHG�
about because they no longer 
exist, such as competing in 
SRZGHU�SXŬ�IRRWEDOO�JDPHV�DQG�
stealing pumpkins from Half 
Moon Bay.

Before the eight-lane all-
weather track was construct-
ed in 2002, Aragon had a dirt 
track. At the time, they drove 
ŮRDWV�DURXQG�WKH� WUDFN�GXULQJ�
football games. 

“Each class would pick a 
WKHPH�DQG�GHFRUDWH� WKHLU�ŮRDW�
and drive around the track at 
DURXQG�KDOŶLPH� RI� WKH� JDPH�Ň�
said Athletic Director Steve Sell. 
ņ7KH\�SXW�WKH�ŮRDWV�RQ�Ō�D�ELJ�
ŮDW�EHG�WUXFN�Ň

Many of Aragon’s traditions 
are centered around rivalries 
with other high schools. One of 
these was a prank that occurred 
when the Dons played against 
Half Moon Bay High School.

ņ,Q�WKH�ODWH�ń��V��Ō�HYHU\�SUH�
season we played Half Moon 
Bay in football and what the 
players would do the night be-
fore the game was drive over 
to Half Moon Bay and take a 
bunch of pumpkins from the 
pumpkin patches and set them 
out on the center court lawn, 
and they spelled out Dons No. 
��Ň�6HOO�VDLG��ņ,W�ZDV�D�WUDGLWLRQ�
that was kind of fun, but the 
Half Moon Bay police told them 
that it wasn’t really legal and 
WKDW�LW�ZDV�WKHŶ�Ň

3RZGHU� SXŬ� ZDV� D� IXQG-
raiser football game that was 
played exclusively by girls at 
Aragon. Junior Varsity Cheer 
Coach Brianna Rosselli and a 

group of girls organized the 
SRZGHU� SXŬ� JDPH� ZLWK� WKH�
help of several mothers and 
former Aragon football coach           
Steve Henderson.

“[My senior year] we start-
HG� WKH� SRZGHU� SXŬ� JDPH� IRU�
breast cancer awareness. We 
were able to play a game and 
we did cheerleaders versus any 
students that wanted to partici-
SDWH�Ň� 5RVVHOOL� VDLG�� ņ7KH� IRRW-
ball players were coaches for 
WKH�SRZGHU�SXŬ�JDPH��DQG�ZH�
all donated like shirts. I think 
Ō�ZH�UDLVHG�DURXQG�D�WKRXVDQG�
dollars which we donated to 

EUHDVW�FDQFHU�DZDUHQHVV�Ň
When Rosselli was an Ara-

gon cheerleader, there was 
a tradition where cheerlead-
ers would be paired up with a 
football or basketball player. 
It helped team members build 
stronger bonds and created a 
welcoming environment.

“The cheerleaders would 
make posters for the football 
players or bring them a favorite 
VQDFN� RU� IDYRULWH� GULQN�Ň� 5RV-
selli said. “It helped the cheer-
leaders and the football players 
kind of get to know each other, 
MXVW�HQFRXUDJLQJ�PRUH�VSLULW��Ō�
Everyone got a poster and ev-

HU\RQH�IHOW�HQFRXUDJHG�Ň
Over the years, traditions 

like these have adapted to 
the changing times. Cheer-
leaders at Aragon continue 
to create posters for football 
players, but are no longer 
specifically paired.

The Aragon versus Hillsdale 
rivalry also helps fuel school 
spirit and energize students. 
It creates anticipation and 
excitement leading up to the 
game night.

“I remember when I was a 
kid in sixth grade, [in] 1977 ... 
going to an Aragon versus Hill-
sdale game playing at Burlin-
game High School, and I had to 
sit on the steps because every 
seat in the entire stadium was 
WDNHQ�Ň� 6HOO� VDLG�� ņ7KHUH� ZDV�
a lot of excitement revolving 
DURXQG�WKRVH�JDPHV�Ň

Before games against Hills-
dale, students used to put black 
roses around the pool.

“Whenever we were play-
LQJ� +LOOVGDOH� Ō� GXULQJ� VSLULW�
week, they would actually bring 
black roses and put them on 
WKH�GLYLQJ�ERDUGV�Ň� VDLG�SK\VL-
cal education teacher and Ara-
gon alumni Annette Trimble-
Gennaro. “It didn’t matter what 
sport it was, we just went all out 
ZKHQHYHU�ZH�SOD\HG�+LOOVGDOH�Ň

Some of these traditions were 
cherished by Aragon students 
and athletes. However, the ri-
valry has also caused some ten-
sion between the two schools. 
With growing awareness about 
the values of  sportsmanship 
and integrity, many of these tra-
ditions have disappeared. 

“For some people it was real-
ly hard because they were used 
to being able to do all these 
things that they had done for 
years and were traditions, but 
[these traditions] were start-
ing to be seen as expressions 
RI� SRRU� VSRUWVPDQVKLS�Ň� 6HOO�
VDLG�� ņ7KHUH� ZDV� GHŭQLWHO\� D�
time where people were disap-
pointed that you couldn’t do 
the same things you could al-

ways do. Now it’s been so long 
that people are surprised we’ve 
ever done those things in the 
ŭUVW�SODFH�Ň�

Even though some of these 
traditions are not happening 
today, spirit and enthusiasm 
still play a big part within the 
Aragon sports community and 
culture. These traditions were 
a memorable part of Aragon 
sports history, and the tradi-
tions that occur today will be-
come a part of this history.

Lack of sports a!ecting 
athletes’ mental health

Colin Johnson
sports writer

For many student-ath-
letes, sports have been a 
way to escape the pressures 
of life and release their 
pent-up energy. However, 
due to the shelter-in-place 
orders, many athletes have 
lost the ability to play with 
their team.

“I think that sports 
played a very important role 
LQ� WHUPV� RI� VWUHVV� UHOLHI�Ň�
said Aragon’s Lead Mental 
Health Therapist Jillian Ma. 
“The physical activity of ath-
letics can be very good for 
our bodies and for our men-
WDO� KHDOWK�Ō� MXVW� WR� EH� DEOH�
to release all the energy and 
HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�Ň

Sports also offer a way 
to talk and socialize with 
friends and work as a team.

“Being a part of a team 
and having a community is 
a really important part of 
EHLQJ�RQ�D�VSRUWV�WHDP�Ň�0D�
said. “It is important for our 
well-being generally just be-
LQJ�D�SDUW�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�Ň

Without sports, 
athletes have 
found it hard-
er to focus at 
school as they 
have no 
way to let 
out their 
energy. A 2012 
study from the 
University of 
Kansas found 
that athletes 
outperformed 
non-athletes in 
most academic 
areas includ-
ing grade 
point aver-
age, state 
assessments 
and the ACT. 
Practicing sports 
UHJXODUO\�LQFUHDVHV�EORRG�ŮRZ�
to the brain leading to better 
concentration and boosted 
memory. When athletes lack a 
way to get out and move, their 
academic success and atten-
WLYHQHVV�LQ�FODVV�VXŬHUV�

“I feel like sports are a re-
DOO\�ELJ�EUHDN�IURP�VFKRRO�Ň�
said senior basketball pow-
er-forward Murphy Caffo. 
“It made me feel relaxed af-
ter I go to practice to be able 
to come home and do my 
homework easily because I 
got my energy out. I feel like 
it’s my senior season, so I’m 
kind of sad that it’s gone. 
It’s made me a little bit more 
DQWV\�GXULQJ�VFKRRO�Ň

Freshman football quar-
terback Max Thronson is in 
a similar situation. Without 
an outlet to relieve stress, 
he hasn’t been in the best 
mindset to concentrate.

“I’ve been slacking off a 
ORW� PRUH� WKDQ� >,� XVHG� WR@�Ň�
Thronson said. “I’ll find 
myself not paying atten-

tion sometimes, and I nudge 
myself  back in the right di-
rection. I think that is defi-
nitely related to there being 
a lack of ways for me to let 
out a little bit of anxiety   
>RU@�VWUHVV�Ň

Even though some stu-
dents can work out or 
practice solo, the level of 
concentration required to 
play alone doesn’t compare 
to playing the sport with 
a team. Working out can 
quickly get boring once a 
routine is established. How-
ever, playing sports with 
other people keeps athletes 
on their toes which im-
proves focus in other areas 
of life. 

“When you’re working out 
\RX� FDQ� KDYH� PXVLF�Ň� 7KURQ-
son said. “You can even work 
out while you’re watching a 
sports game. You don’t need 
to be locked in when you’re 
working out all the time, espe-
cially if you memorize the rou-
tine. It gets kind of mundane, 
and there’s not really many 

variables that you got 
to pay attention to. I 
GHŭQLWHO\�ZRXOG�VD\�

during the game 
you have 
to be 

more on 
edge, and 

it’s also just 
ZD\�PRUH�IXQ�Ň

The lack 
of sports 
has af-

fected senior 
athletes the most 

severely. Before the 
shelter-in-place or-
der in March, they 
ZHUH�HLWKHU�ŭQLVKHG�
or in the middle of 

the season, looking 
IRUZDUG� WR� WKHLU� ŭQDO�

year of high school sports.
“It’s a lot. I’ve been play-

ing basketball my whole life, 
and my senior year has gotten 
UREEHG� IURP�PH�Ň� &DŬR� VDLG��
“I at least want to have basket-
ball. If there’s no fans I’d still 
EH�ŭQH�ZLWK�WKDW�Ň

The Central Coast Sec-
tion recently announced a 
two season plan, as of Sept. 
17, that would make sports 
split into two seasons. The 
first season starts on Dec. 
28 and the second starts on 
Feb. 22, Mar. 8 or Mar. 15, 
depending on the sport.

The lack of sports has 
given athletes more drive 
and determination after 
the stay-at-home order. As 
teams and facilities reopen, 
athletes are able to make 
the best of their upcom-
ing seasons and outwork             
their opponents.

For now, athletes should 
make sure to work out and 
go outside, as air quality 
and social distancing mea-
sures permit, and do their 
best to keep in contact with 
their teammates.

“We started the powder pu! game 
for breast cancer awareness, 
donating to breast cancer”

“Each class would pick a theme 
and decorate their "oat and 
drive around the track at around 
halftime of the game”

JESSICA FU

Pumpkins collected from Half Moon Bay arranged to spell out “Dons 
No. 1” the day of the football game against Half Moon Bay High School.

COURTESY OF KEVIN NELSON

A look into Aragon’s 
past athletic traditions
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Rise in popularity of esports due to COVID-19
Cooper Wong
sports writer

With the postponement of 
athletic competitions due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, 
esports and gaming have 
seen a tremendous uptick in 
popularity. Athletes who are 
unable to compete have been 
turning to sports video games 
while waiting for the pan-
demic to end. 

Auto racing league For-
mula 1 has their own video 
game and hosted a virtual 
Grand Prix on March 22. The 
in-person tournaments were 
planned to start in July be-
fore they were postponed by 
the pandemic. The profes-
sional racers get to practice 
in a lower-risk virtual 
HQYLURQPHQW�� RŬHULQJ�
fans an alternative 
way to watch their 
favorite drivers.

With no end to 
COVID-19 restric-
tions in the foresee-
able future, people of 
DOO�GLŬHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV��
including professional ath-
letes, are jumping on the 
gaming scene. 

Le’Veon Bell, a three time 
Pro Bowl Champion and NFL 

superstar, is a serious “Super 
Smash Bros” competitor. In 
May this year, he competed 
in an 8,000 participant “Su-
per Smash Bros” tournament. 
Competing under the gamer-
tag “Juic326,” Bell was elimi-
nated right before the round of 
256 participants. While he did 
not win, he held his ground, 
placing as high as some of the 
game’s top players.

Earlier this year in March, 
“Animal Crossing: New Ho-
rizons” was released in the 
midst of shelter-in-place or-
ders nationwide. Upon re-
lease, the game instantly tore 
down previous records for the 
Nintendo Switch. The game 
immediately became the best 

selling game in March, 
topping games 

such as “Call of 

Duty: Mod-
ern Warfare,” 
which is avail-
able on multiple 
platforms. The 

game not only had a record 
number of players, but ac-
cording to Nintendo, 40% of 
all sales were from girls and 
women, as compared to popu-
ODU�ŭUVW� SHUVRQ� VKRRWHU� JDPH�
“Counter Strike,” which only 
has a 25% female player base. 
Stereotypically, gaming has 
been catered to males, but in 
reality, about 40% of gamers 
are girls, according to Statista.

Recently, a game from 2018 
has gained massive amounts 
of popularity. “Among Us” is a 
PDŭD�VW\OH� SDUW\� JDPH� ZKLFK�
includes murder mystery. The 
game is cross-platform, mean-
ing people on their phones can 
play with people on computers. 
Both “Animal Crossing” and 
“Among Us” have attracted 
SHRSOH�ZKR�GR�QRW�RŶHQ�JDPH��

“The best part about the 
game for me is playing with 
my friends,” said freshman 
Talal Ayoub. “We’ll be laugh-
ing and making jokes. We 

won’t always be taking the 
game seriously, and it’s just 
fun to hang out.” 

*DPLQJ� LV� DQ� HŬHFWLYH�
way of keeping in touch with 
friends while staying safe 
during the pandemic. It can 
replace some of the social as-
pects missing from people’s 
current lives such as being 
able to talk to friends and con-
nect through a common goal.

“Without being able to see 
my friends in real life, we 
needed something we could do 
together, and video games are 
fun,” Ayoub said. “During the 
game we can talk about things 
and make jokes and just hang 
out like we normally would 
without COVID-19.”

Video games are also used 
to bring people together. No 

matter who you are, you can 
play video games with oth-
ers that are different from 
you. You do not need to be 
the high school football star; 

you can be an average per-
son with a knack for gam-
ing. For example, Twitch 
streamer Tyler “Ninja” 
Blevins, streamed himself 
playing “Fortnite” and ended 
up playing squads with rap-
pers Travis Scott and Drake 
as well as NFL wide receiver 
JuJu Smith-Schuster. Ninja 
also played with Lil Yachty, 
Chance the Rapper and NBA 
player Josh Hart.

The gaming community 
is growing rapidly, gaining 
more respect and attention 
as time goes on. With all the 
collaborations and cross-
overs with gamers to pro-
fessional athletes, more and 
more people are being intro-
duced to the world of esports 
and gaming. 

CHRISTINA WU

Opinion: Reopening sports is crucial for student-athletes

Emma Quanbeck
sports writer

Sports are undeniably in-
grained in high school spirit 
and culture. Traditionally, 
athletes devote themselves to 
hours of physically draining 
practice every week, along 
with a rigorous game sched-
ule. However, COVID-19 regu-
lations have postponed the 
thrill of sports seasons. As 

athletes have been locked up 
inside their homes for months 
during stay-at-home orders, 
they are being torn away from 
VRPHWKLQJ�RŶHQ�XVHG�DV�D�ZD\�
to socialize and maintain their 
physical health.

Despite the risk sports pose 
during the pandemic, prac-
tices can be handled in a way 
that protects both the students 
and faculty. Summer and fall 

training have been held since 
June in accordance with the 
San Mateo Union High School 
District’s safety guidelines. 
As a result, there have not 
been any reported COVID-19 
outbreaks in training co-
horts. Under the guidelines, 
all coaches and athletes are 
required to wear masks and 
undergo temperature checks 
while entering and leaving the 
training session.

Sports leagues across the 
country have also been making 
adjustments to continue their 
seasons in a safe way. Pro-
fessional sports operate on a 
larger scale and pose a greater 
safety threat, however many 
are still planning to continue 
their seasons. In order to lower 
the risk of transmission, games 
could follow strict safety guide-
lines such as having frequent 
COVID-19 tests and no specta-
tors, in addition to what the 
district already has in place. 

Other high schools across 
the nation are holding classes 
in person for their students 
DQG� RŬHULQJ� H[WUDFXUULFXODU�
activities safely, including 
sports. As of now, the Cali-
fornia Interscholastic Federa-
tion has stated that all sports 
seasons will be delayed until 
Dec. 14. High school sports 
pose a much lower safety 
risk than professional sports 

because of a more localized 
travel routine and less fre-
quent games planned. There-
IRUH�� PRGLŭFDWLRQV� FDQ� VWLOO�
be easily made to decrease 
the likelihood of infection 
during training and games. 
)RU� VWXGHQWV�� WKH� EHQHŭWV�
of practicing regularly with 
their teams outweighs any 
ULVN��DŶHU�VDIHW\�SUHFDXWLRQV�

Many Aragon students, my-
self included, have used sports 
as a way to maintain physical 
health and interact with peers. 
As an athlete participating in 
water polo and swimming, 
practices were a way for me to 
have fun and interact with the 
Aragon community. Starting 
swim team as a freshman, I 
was able to connect with other 
students and felt a strong sense 
of school pride and unity.

However, the absence of 
sports seasons would make 
students feel isolated. With 
most schools online across 
the state, sports act as an 
escape from being in front 
of screens all day. Participa-
WLRQ�LQ�VSRUWV�RŬHUV�VWXGHQWV�
the opportunity to connect 
with others in their commu-
nity face-to-face.

Taking away 
sports would 
ultimately take 
away the oppor-
tunities of stu-
dents dedicated 
WR� WKHLU� FUDŶ�
and potentially 
remove an im-
portant season 
crucial for col-
lege recruit-

ment. For students reliant on 
sports scholarships, they face 
extra burdens in their pursuit 
of higher education and a ca-
reer in college.

Cancelling sports seasons 
would eliminate scouting 
opportunities for student-
athletes during the height 

of their high school ca-
reers, especially for senior 

athletes. In the beginning of 
the recruitment process, of-
ficials usually use websites 
to check statistics and rank-
ings. If competitions were 

not held, the lack of data 
would undoubtedly make 
their recruitment process 

more complicated.
The NCAA has decided 

to delay all of their in-
person recruiting until 
early January in response 
to many schools push-
ing back their athletic 
seasons. The NCAA’s ac-
tions would only further 
complicate our return to 
sports seasons and high 
school athletics as we 
know it.

Without sports sea-
sons and regular prac-
tice, Aragon athletes 
ZRXOG� VXŬHU� ERWK�PHQ-

tally and physically, cou-
SOHG�XS�ZLWK�WKH�GLůFXOWLHV�

of online learning. Cancelling 
something so 

important to 
students is 
completely un-
necessary, giv-
en the many 
options avail-
able to keep 
sports and 
conditioning   
safe amid the 
pandemic.

“Starting swim team as a freshman, 
I was able to connect with other 
students and felt a sense of unity”

“For students reliant on sports 
scholarships, they face burdens in 
their pursuit of higher education”

“Without being able to see my 
friends in real life, we needed 
something we could do together 
and video games are fun”

ALEXANDER LO
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
schedule for each sport which 
VKRZV�WKHLU�VSHFLŭF�GD\V�ZKHQ�
WKH\�FRPH�WR�WKH�ŭHOG�

ņ)RRWEDOO� LV� IRXU� GD\V� D�
ZHHN�� VRPH� VSRUWV� DUH� WKUHH�
GD\V� D� ZHHN�� VRPH� DUH� WZR�Ň�
6HOO� VDLG�� ņ6RPH� RI� WKH� VZLP-

PLQJ� WHDPV� PD\� RQO\� VZLP�
RQFH�D�ZHHN��EXW�WKH\�PD\�GR�
VRPH�RQOLQH�=RRP�ZRUNRXWV�Ň

7KHUH�LV�D�OLPLW�RI����SHRSOH�
DOORZHG� LQ� D� IDFLOLW\� DW� D� WLPH��
PHDQLQJ� IHZ� SUDFWLFHV� KDYH�
WZR�GLŬHUHQW�WHDPV�RQ�WKH�ŭHOG�
VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�� 1R�PDWWHU� WKH�
DPRXQW�RI�SOD\HUV�LQ�WKH�IDFLOL-
WLHV�� DWKOHWHV�PXVW� HQVXUH� WKH\�
DUH�VL[�IHHW�DZD\�IURP�HDFK�RWK-
HU� DV� D� UHVXOW� RI� WKH� LQFUHDVHG�
QXPEHU�RI�SHRSOH��

'XH�WR�WKH�ODUJH�QXPEHU�RI�
DWKOHWHV� RQ� HDFK� WHDP�� WKH\�
ZHUH�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�XVH�HTXLS-
PHQW� XQWLO� WKH� ŭUVW� ZHHN� RI�
2FWREHU�� 6SRUWV� VXFK� DV� EDVH-
EDOO��VRŶEDOO��IRRWEDOO�DQG�ZD-
WHU� SROR� DUH� QRZ� DEOH� WR� XVH�
HTXLSPHQW�VXFK�DV�EDOOV��EDWV��
JORYHV�DQG�KHOPHWV�

7KH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� VWDUW� FRQ-
GLWLRQLQJ� LQ� WKH� IDOO� DQG� SXVK�
EDFN� WKH� VWDUW� RI� WKH� VHDVRQ�

WR� 'HFHPEHU� ZDV� GLVFXVVHG�
WKURXJKRXW� WKH� VXPPHU�� 7KH�
school decided to use the extra 
WLPH�LQ�WKH�IDOO�WR�JLYH�DWKOHWHV�
WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� JHW� EDFN� LQ�
VKDSH� EHIRUH� WKH� RůFLDO� VHD-
VRQV�VWDUW�DJDLQ��'LVFXVVLRQ�UH-
JDUGLQJ�DWKOHWHV�SOD\LQJ�VDIHO\�

LQ� WRXUQDPHQWV� LV� VWLOO� RQJR-
LQJ��&RDFKHV�FRQVWDQWO\�XSGDWH�
WKHLU�DWKOHWHV�ZLWK�DQ\�FKDQJHV�
DQG�UHTXLUHG�SUHFDXWLRQV��

$OWKRXJK� WKHUH� ZHUH� D� IHZ�
SHRSOH� ZKR� FRQGLWLRQHG� RYHU�
WKH� VXPPHU�� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI�
DWKOHWHV� ZKR� SDUWLFLSDWHG� LQ�
$UDJRQ�VSRUWV�ODVW�\HDU�GLG�QRW��
7KH�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�UXOHV�RYHU�WKH�
VXPPHU� ZHUH� VOLJKWO\� VWULFWHU�
WKDQ� WKH�UXOHV� LQ�SODFH�QRZ��$�
PD[LPXP� RI� ��� DWKOHWHV� ZHUH�
DOORZHG�LQWR�D�IDFLOLW\�DW�D�WLPH��
DQG� WKH\� ZHUH� DOO� UHTXLUHG� WR�
WDNH� WKH� VDPH� VDIHW\� SUHFDX-
WLRQV�DV�QRZ��

(YHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� LGHD� RI�
UHRSHQLQJ� DWKOHWLFV� GXULQJ� D�
SDQGHPLF� PD\� VHHP� FRQIXV-
LQJ�� WKH� DFWXDO� SUDFWLFHV� DQG�
FRQGLWLRQLQJ� DUH� YHU\� VLPLODU�
to the practices held before the 
SDQGHPLF�� ZLWK� PLQRU� DGMXVW-
PHQWV�VXFK�DV�QR�KLJK�ŭYHV�RU�

ŭVW�EXPSV��$VLGH�IURP�DWKOHWHV�
ZKR� SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ� DFWLYLWLHV�
ZKLFK� UHTXLUH� DWKOHWHV� WR� EH�
FORVH�WRJHWKHU��VXFK�DV�UXQQLQJ�
RU� VZLPPLQJ�� HYHU\ERG\� FRQ-
GLWLRQV� DSDUW� IURP� HDFK� RWKHU�
ł�WKH�FRDFKHV�VWLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�
PHQWRU�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�EHIRUH�
LQ� RUGHU� WR� SUHSDUH� HYHU\RQH�
IRU�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�VHDVRQ�

$OWKRXJK� DWKOHWHV� DUH� FRQ-
GLWLRQLQJ�� WKHUH� LV� VWLOO� QR�
JXDUDQWHH� WKDW� WRXUQDPHQWV�
ZLOO� EH� SOD\HG�� 7KHUH� KDVQńW�
EHHQ� DQ\� FRQŭUPDWLRQ� LI� DQ\�
FRPSHWLWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�KHOG�WKLV�
VFKRRO� \HDU�� HYHQ� LI� VWXGHQWV�
DUH� SUHSDULQJ� OLNH� WKH\� ZLOO�
EH��)RU�PRVW�RI�WKH�WHDPV�FRQ-
GLWLRQLQJ� ULJKW� QRZ�� RůFLDO�
SUDFWLFHV�VWDUW�RQ�'HF�� ���DQG�
WKH� VHDVRQ� VWDUWV� WZR� ZHHNV�
ODWHU�RQ�'HF������'HSHQGLQJ�RQ�
WHDP�UDQNLQJV��WKH�IDOO�VHDVRQ�
ZLOO�ŭQLVK�VRPHWLPH�LQ�0DUFK�

ņ1RWKLQJ� KDV� EHHQ� ŭQDO-
L]HG�\HW��EXW�ZH�DUH�FHUWDLQO\�
KRSLQJ�Ň� 6HOO� VDLG�� ņ:H� MXVW�
QHHG�WR�JHW�WKH�RND\�IURP�WKH�
FRXQW\�DQG�VWDWH�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
LI�ZH�FDQ�SOD\�Ň

&RQGLWLRQLQJ� LV� D� FUXFLDO�
FRPSRQHQW� RI� JHWWLQJ� UHDG\�
IRU�WKH�VHDVRQ�DQG�LV�SURFHHG-
LQJ� TXLWH� QRUPDOO\� GHVSLWH�
WKH�PDQ\� VDIHW\� SUHFDXWLRQV�
UHTXLUHG�� 7KH� KRSH� LV� WKDW�
WKLV�FRQWLQXHV�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�
WKH� \HDU� DQG� JDPHV� FDQ� EH�
SOD\HG�VDIHO\�

Training continues 
amidst the pandemic

Athletes train while socially distanced. ALESSANDRO RIEDEL, MICHAEL  SIPES, PURVI SINGHANIA 
AND COURTESY OF DANIELLE SIPES

“We just need to get the okay from 
the county and state to determine if 
we can play”

Careers in sports: 
brand strategist

Julia Renner
sports writer

———
0RVW�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�SDVVLRQ�

IRU� VSRUWV� ŭUVW� WKLQN� RI� EH-
FRPLQJ�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�DWKOHWH��
FRDFK� RU� DQQRXQFHU� DV� SRV-
VLEOH�IXWXUH�FDUHHU�SDWKV��%XW��
WKHUH� DUH�PDQ\�RWKHU� RSWLRQV�
WR� FRQVLGHU�� /DQGHU� (LFKRO]HU�
LV�D����\HDU�ROG�IURP�6\UDFXVH��
1HZ� <RUN� ZKR� ZRUNV� DV� D�
EUDQG�VWUDWHJLVW�IRU�WKH�1&$$��

:KHQ�(LFKRO]HU�ZDV�\RXQJ-
HU��KLV�JUDQGIDWKHU�ZRXOG�WDNH�
KLP� WR� DOO� W\SHV� RI� VSRUWLQJ�
HYHQWV��ZKLFK�VSDUNHG�KLV�SDV-
VLRQ�IRU�KLV�FDUHHU�WRGD\�

ņ,� ZLOO� ZDWFK� OLWHUDOO\� DQ\�

VSRUWV�JDPH�RU�HYHQW�Ň�(LFKRO-
]HU�VDLG��ņ7UDFN�DQG�ŭHOG��EDG-
PLQWRQ�� ODFURVVH�� DQ\� VSRUW�
WKDWńV�RQ�79��,�JHW�LQYHVWHG�LQ�Ň�

(LFKRO]HU� VWDUWHG� VZLP-
PLQJ� ZKHQ� KH� ZDV� ��� \HDUV�
ROG��+H�ZHQW� WR�D�SXEOLF�KLJK�
VFKRRO� LQ�6\UDFXVH��ZKHUH�KLV�
MRXUQH\� LQ�VZLPPLQJ�VWDUWHG��
'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�FHUHEUDO�SDOV\��
D� PRWRU� GLVDELOLW\�� (LFKRO]HU�
ZDV� QRW� GHWHUUHG� IURP� FRP-
SHWLQJ��+H�LV�QRZ�D�QDWLRQDOO\�
DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� UDQNHG�
3DUDO\PSLF�VZLPPHU�

:KHQ� DWWHQGLQJ� D� VZLP�
PHHW� LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��KH�YLV-
LWHG�6DQWD�&ODUD�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�
VRRQ� UHDOL]HG� WKDWńV� ZKHUH� KH�
ZDQWHG�WR�JR�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

+H� DWWHQGHG� 6&8� DQG� FRQ-
WLQXHG�WR�SXUVXH�KLV�SDVVLRQ�IRU�
VSRUWV�RXWVLGH�RI�MXVW�SDUWLFLSDW-
LQJ�LQ�WKHP��(LFKRO]HU�GRXEOHG�
DV� DQ� HGLWRULDO� LQWHUQ� IRU� WKH�
6DQWD� &ODUD�PDJD]LQH� LQ� DGGL-
WLRQ�WR�EHLQJ�D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
LQWHUQ�IRU�WKH�VFKRROńV�DWKOHWLFV�
GHSDUWPHQW��+LV�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�

WKHVH� SRVLWLRQV� SXVKHG� KLP� WR�
SXUVXH�D�FDUHHU�WKDW�FRPELQHG�
FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�DQG�VSRUWV�

ņ,� JRW� D� VHQVH� IRU� ZKDW�
ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKHVH�ŭHOGV�LQ�WKH�
UHDO�ZRUOG�ZDV�OLNH�Ň�(LFKRO]HU�
VDLG��ņ,�ZDV�KRRNHG�Ň

,QLWLDOO\��(LFKRO]HU�ZDQWHG�WR�
EH� D� VSRUWV� LQIRUPDWLRQ� GLUHF-
WRU��ZRUNLQJ�LQ��SXEOLF�UHODWLRQV�
E\� SURYLGLQJ� VWDWLVWLFV�� WHDP�

DQG�SOD\HU�QRWHV�DQG�RWKHU� LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� D� FROOHJH� RU�
XQLYHUVLW\ńV�VSRUWV�WHDPV�WR�WKH�
QHZV��PHGLD�DQG�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF��

7KRXJK�KH�ZDV�WUDQVLWLRQ-
LQJ� WRZDUGV� WKH� EXVLQHVV�
DVSHFW� RI� VSRUWV�� KH� FRQWLQ-
XHG� KLV� FDUHHU� LQ� VZLPPLQJ�
WKURXJKRXW�FROOHJH�

(LFKRO]HU�JUDGXDWHG�ZLWK�D�
%DFKHORU�RI�$UWV�LQ�FRPPXQL-
FDWLRQV��D�%DFKHORU�RI�6FLHQFHV�
LQ� SROLWLFDO� VFLHQFH� DQG� D�PL-
QRU� LQ� HWKQLF� VWXGLHV�� $ŶHU�
FROOHJH�� (LFKRO]HU� VSHQW� WZR�
VXPPHUV�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�WKH�6\UD-
FXVH�DWKOHWLFV�GHSDUWPHQW�DQG�
LQWHUQLQJ�DW�6ZLP�:RUOG�0DJ-
D]LQH�� +H� UHJDUGV� KLV� IRUPHU�
ERVV�IURP�WKH�6\UDFXVH�DWKOHW-
LFV�GHSDUWPHQW��6XH�(GVRQ��DV�
EHLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�LQŮXHQ-
WLDO�ŭJXUHV�LQ�KLV�FDUHHU�

ņ6KH�SXVKHG�PH�WR�EH�WKH�EHVW�
,�FDQ�EH��DQG�,�DP�YHU\�JUDWHIXO�
IRU�WKDW�Ň�(LFK]ROHU�VDLG�

Eichzoler also worked for 
WKH�8�6��2O\PSLF�DQG�3DUDO\P-
SLF�&RPPLWWHH��+H�ZDV�D�GLJL-
WDO�PHGLD� FRQWHQW� LQWHUQ�ZKR�
KHOSHG�PDQDJH�WKH�7HDP86$�
RUJ� ZHEVLWH�� SODQQHG� FRQWHQW�

IRU� WKH� 2O\PSLF� JDPHV� DQG�
DVVLVWHG� ZLWK� GLJLWDO� PHGLD�
VWUDWHJ\�� ,QLWLDOO\�� KH� GLG� QRW�
WKLQN�KH�ZRXOG�JHW�WKH�MRE�EH-
FDXVH�KH�KDG�QRW�EHHQ�WKURXJK�
JUDGXDWH� VFKRRO� ZKLFK� ZDV�
VXJJHVWHG�IRU�WKH�DSSOLFDWLRQ��
+RZHYHU��KLV�DXQW�SXVKHG�KLP�
WR�DSSO\�

ņ6KH� WROG�PH� WR� QHYHU� GLV-
FUHGLW�P\VHOI�IRU�D�MRE�EHFDXVH�
\RX� QHYHU� NQRZ�ZKDW� WKH\ńUH�
UHDOO\� ORRNLQJ� IRU�Ň� (LFKRO]HU�
VDLG�� ņ<HV�� WKHUHńV� D� GHVFULS-
WLRQ��EXW�\RX�FRXOG�KDYH�VRPH-
WKLQJ� FRPSOHWHO\� XQLTXH� WKDW�
>HPSOR\HUV@�GLGQńW�FRQVLGHU�Ň�

$V� D� EUDQG� VWUDWHJLVW�� KH�
KDQGOHV�PDUNHWLQJ��VRFLDO�PH-
GLD� DQG� HYHQW� RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
2QH� QRWDEOH� HYHQW� KH� RUJD-
QL]HG�ZDV�WKH�ņ1&$$�:RPDQ�
RI� WKH� <HDU�Ň� ZKLFK� KRQRUHG�
WKH� DFDGHPLF� DFKLHYHPHQW��
DWKOHWLF� H[FHOOHQFH�� FRPPX-
QLW\� VHUYLFH� DQG� OHDGHUVKLS�
RI� JUDGXDWLQJ� IHPDOH� FROOHJH�
DWKOHWHV� ZKR� FRPSHWHG� DQG�
HDUQHG� D� YDUVLW\� OHWWHU� LQ� DQ�

1&$$�VSRQVRUHG�VSRUW��1RPL-
QHHV�DUH�ŭUVW�VHOHFWHG�E\�WKHLU�
UHVSHFWLYH� FROOHJHV�� 7KHQ��
(LFKRO]HU�VHOHFWHG�VRPH�RI�WKH�
QRPLQHHV�WR�EH�ŭQDOLVWV�

(LFKRO]HU� KDV� FRPH� WR� DS-
SUHFLDWH� � WKH� PDUNHWLQJ� DQG�
HYHQW� SODQQLQJ� VLGH� RI� WKH�
VSRUWV� LQGXVWU\� DQG� EHOLHYHV�
KH� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH� WR� SXUVXH� LW�
LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

COURTESY OF LANDER EICHOLZER

“I got a sense for what working in 
these !elds in the real world was 
like”

“You could have something 
completely unique that [employers] 
didn’t consider”


