
Seniors kick off final year with sunrise

Andrew Dong
sports editor
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7KH�ƗƕƗƙ�3DULV�2O\PSLFV�SUR-

GXFHG�D�VSHFLDO�SLHFH�RI�$UDJRQ�
KLVWRU\�� $UDJRQ� &ODVV� RI� ƗƕƗƖ�
-RVKXD�<XDQ�FRPSHWHG�LQ�PHQńV�
GRXEOHV�EDGPLQWRQ�DW�WKLV�VXP-
PHUńV� 2O\PSLF� *DPHV�� EHFRP-
LQJ� WKH�ŭUVW�$UDJRQ� DWKOHWH� WR�
EH�DQ�2O\PSLDQ�

Joshua Yuan and doubles 
SDUWQHU� 9LQVRQ� &KLX�� UDQNHG�
ZRUOG�QXPEHU�ƙƗ��ZHUH�SODFHG�
LQ� *URXS� '�� 7KH\� GLGQńW� ZLQ�
DQ\�RI� WKHLU� IRXU�JURXS�VWDJH�
PDWFKHV� DQG� GLGQńW� DGYDQFH�
IXUWKHU� LQ� WKH� WRXUQDPHQW�
VLQFH� DOO� IRXU� RSSRQHQWV� LQ�
WKHLU� JURXS� ZHUH� UDQNHG� WRS�
Ɩƕ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�

�,
P�VWLOO�YHU\�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�
ZD\� ZH� SOD\HG��� <XDQ� VDLG�� �,�
WKLQN�ZH�GLG�SOD\�RXU�EHVW��:H�
GLG�JLYH�WKHP�D�KDUG�WLPH��DQG�
ZH�SXW�RQ�D�VKRZ��,�FDQ
W�VD\�,
P�
VDWLVŭHG�ZLWK�P\�UHVXOWV�REYL-

RXVO\��EXW�,
P�VDWLVŭHG�ZLWK�WKH�
ZD\�ZH�SOD\HG�DQG�WKH�ZD\�ZH�
VWXFN�ZLWK�WKHP�Ň

,Q�WKHLU�ŭUVW�PDWFK�DJDLQVW�
WKH�ZRUOG�QXPEHU�Ɨ�SDLU�IURP�
'HQPDUN��<XDQ�DQG�&KLX�ORVW�
ƗƖ�ƖƘ�� ƗƖ�Ɩƛ��+RZHYHU�� WKH\� OHG�
LQ�WKH�VHFRQG�JDPH�E\�ƚ�SRLQWV��
JLYLQJ�WKHLU�RSSRQHQWV�D�VFDUH�
DV�WKH�KHDY\�XQGHUGRJV�

ņ,Q� WKH� VHFRQG� JDPH�� ZH�
ZHUH� DFWXDOO\� OHDGLQJ� IRU� D�
PDMRULW\� RI� WKH�PDWFK�Ň� <XDQ�
VDLG�� ņ,� UHPHPEHU� WKLV� RQH�
UDOO\� ZKHUH� LW� ZDV� D� YHU\�
ORQJ� UDOO\�� DQG� WKHQ� >WKH� RS-
SRQHQW@� VPDVKHG� LW�� KLWWLQJ�
WKH�VKXWWOH��UHDOO\�KDUG��UHDOO\�
fast down. Then I did a cross 
GHIHQVH��ZKLFK�FDXJKW�ERWK�RI�
WKHP� RŬ� JXDUG�� DQG� KLW� LQWR�
DQ� HPSW\� FRUQHU�� 7KH� FURZG�
ZDV� JRLQJ� ZLOG� EHFDXVH� WKH�
86$� LV� QRW� YHU\� VWURQJ�� DQG�
WKH\ńUH�OLNH�Ń:RZ��7KHVH�JX\V�
DUH�UHDOO\�VWURQJ�ńŇ
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2Q�-XO\�Ɩ��$UDJRQ�ZHOFRPHG�

D� QHZ� SULQFLSDO�� 'U�� 0LFKDHO�
-RQHV��DV�IRUPHU�SULQFLSDO�9DO-
HULH�$UEL]X�UHWXUQHG�WR�%XUOLQ-
JDPH�+LJK�6FKRRO�DV�$VVLVWDQW�
3ULQFLSDO�� -RQHV� KDV� ZRUNHG�
LQ� HGXFDWLRQ� IRU� WKH� SDVW� Ƙƕ�
\HDUV��DFURVV�QXPHURXV�VWDWHV�
DQG� FRXQWULHV�� PRVW� UHFHQWO\�
DV� SULQFLSDO� DW� /RZHOO� +LJK�
School for two years.

Jones describes his new-
IRXQG�SODFH�DW�$UDJRQ�DV�IDWH�

ņ:H� FKRVH� HDFK� RWKHU�Ň�
-RQHV� VDLG�� ņ$UDJRQ� LV� D�
VFKRRO� WKDW� LV� SDVVLRQDWH�
DERXW� VWXGHQWV� DQG� GHYHORS-
PHQW�� DQG� ,� DP� SDVVLRQDWH�
DERXW� WKH� VDPH�� ,� DOVR� HQMR\�
EHLQJ� LQ� HQYLURQPHQWV� WKDW�
DUH�KLJKO\�FRPSHWLWLYH�Ň

2QH� RI� WKH� UHDVRQV� -RQHV�
FKRVH� WR� MRLQ� $UDJRQ� ZDV� DQ�
DOLJQPHQW�RI�YDOXHV�

ņ,� OLNH� WR� GHYHORS� OHDGHUV��
ZKLFK�LV�ZK\�,�FDPH�KHUH�Ň�-RQHV�
VDLG��ņ:KHQ�,�ZDV� LQ� WKH� LQWHU-
YLHZ�� ,� XQGHUVWRRG� WKDW� WKHUH�
ZRXOG�EH�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�PH�
WR� KHOS� JURZ� WKH� VFKRRO�� EXLOG�
WKH�VFKRRO�VSLULW�DQG�PRUDOH�DQG�
WKDW
V�P\�VZHHW�VSRW�DV�D�OHDGHU�Ň

7KH� FRPSDWLELOLW\� EHWZHHQ�
-RQHV�DQG�$UDJRQ�PDNHV�VHQVH��
JLYHQ�WKH�KLJKO\�GHWDLOHG�VHOHF-
WLRQ� SURFHVV�� ZKLFK� LQYROYHG�
VXUYH\V�RI� WKH�FRPPXQLW\��RXW-
VLGH� FRQVXOWDQWV� DQG� VHYHUDO�
URXQGV� RI� LQWHUYLHZV� ZLWK� VWX-
GHQWV��WHDFKHUV��DQG�DGPLQ�

ņ+H
V� UHDOO\� EURXJKW� ZLWK�
KLP� DQ� DWWLWXGH� RI� OLVWHQLQJ�
DQG� KHDULQJ� IURP� GLIIHUHQW�
SHRSOH�Ň� VDLG� -D\VRQ� (VWDVVL��
VRFLDO� VFLHQFH� WHDFKHU�� 3'�
FRRUGLQDWRU� DQG� PHPEHU� RI�
WKH� $FDGHPLF�,QVWUXFWLRQ�
&RPPLWWHH� WKDW� LQWHUYLHZHG�
-RQHV�� ņ>+HńV@� UHDOO\� SUHVHQW�
ZLWK� WKH� UHVW� RI� WKH� DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLYH� WHDP� LQ� FODVVURRPV�

Ō� KDYLQJ� PRUH� FRQQHF-
WLRQV�>ZLWK�VWXGHQWV@�Ň

-RQHV�KRSHV� WR�REWDLQ�D�
well-rounded understand-
LQJ� RI� $UDJRQńV� FRPPXQLW\�
WR�IRUP�IXWXUH�JRDOV�

ņ,
P�GRLQJ�D�ƞƕ�GD\�ORRN-
LQJ�� OLVWHQLQJ� DQG� OHDUQLQJ�
MRXUQH\�Ň�-RQHV�VDLG��ņ:KLFK�
LV� JRLQJ� WR� OHDG� PH� WR� WKH�
VWUDWHJLF�SODQ�IRU� WKH�VFKRRO�
WKH� QH[W� WKUHH� WR� ŭYH� \HDUV��
:H� KDYH� WR� GHFLGH� WRJHWKHU�
DV�D� VFKRRO� FRPPXQLW\� ���� EH-
FDXVH� LW
V�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�DOO�RI�
XV�WR�UHDFK�RXU�JRDOV�Ň

6RPH� RI� -RQHVńV� SODQV� IRU�
WKH� FDPSXV� KDYH� DOUHDG\�
EHHQ� LPSOHPHQWHG�� VXFK� DV�
WKH� IDPRXV� -R\� :DJRQ� Ł� D�
ZDJRQ� ŭOOHG� ZLWK� FDQG\� DQG�
WDNHQ�DURXQG�FDPSXV�RQ�DVVRUW-
HG�:HGQHVGD\V�HDFK�PRQWK�

ņ7KH� -R\� :DJRQ� :HGQHV-
GD\V� DUH� DPD]LQJ� EHFDXVH�
LWńV�D�ZD\�WR�LQVWDQWO\�FRQQHFW�
ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�Ň�-RQHV�VDLG��

-RQHV�KDV�FRPH�WR�DSSUH-
FLDWH�$UDJRQńV�XQLTXH�IDFWRUV�

ņ,WńV� D� YHU\� GLYHUVH�
VFKRRO�Ň� -RQHV� VDLG�� ņ7KH�
6DQ� 0DWHR� 8QLRQ� +LJK�
6FKRRO� 'LVWULFW� LQ� SDUWLFX-
ODU�LV�YHU\�ULFK�LQ�UHVRXUFHV��
7KH� SDUHQWV�� VFKRRO� FRP-
PXQLW\�SDUWQHUV��HYHQ�VWX-
GHQWV�� DUH� YHU\� LQYROYHG�
LQ�>WKH@�GHFLVLRQV�Ň

Jones will continue 
WR�EH�YLVLEOH�DURXQG�FDP-
SXV� WKURXJK� VFKRRO� DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�HYHQWV��KLV�-R\�
:DJRQ� :HGQHVGD\V� DQG�
UHJXODU�FODVVURRP�YLVLWV�
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7KXUVGD\�_�6HSWHPEHU����������_�9ROXPH�����,VVXH��

����$ODPHGD�GH�ODV�3XOJDV��6DQ�0DWHR��&$������

Aragon alumni Josh Yuan hits birdie. CARL RECINE

COURTESY OF MICHAEL JONESPrincipal Jones poses with seniors.

$UDJRQ�ZHOFRPHV�QHZ�SULQFLSDO
$UDJRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO

Darshan Bal
news editor
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2Q�$XJ��ƗƘ�DW�Ɯ�D�P���6HQLRU�

6XQULVH� WRRN� SODFH� LQ� FHQWHU�
FRXUW�� 7KH� VHQLRUV� HQMR\HG�
PDQ\� DFWLYLWLHV� DV� SDUW� RI� WKH�
DQQXDO�WUDGLWLRQ��6SLNHEDOO�DQG�
FRUQKROH� JDPHV� ZHUH� SOD\HG�
RQ�WKH�JUDVV�DQG�D�SKRWR�ERRWK�
ZDV�VHW�XS�IRU�VWXGHQWV�WR�WDNH�
SLFWXUHV�� $GGLWLRQDOO\�� VWX-
GHQWV�ZKR�DWWHQGHG�ZHUH�SUR-
YLGHG� ZLWK� EUHDNIDVW�� ZKLFK�
FRQVLVWHG� RI� EDJHOV�� GRQXWV��
KRW� FKRFRODWH� DQG� PRUH�� 7KH�
HYHQW� DOORZV� VHQLRUV� WR� ERQG�
as they start their last year in 
KLJK�VFKRRO�

ņ>6HQLRU� 6XQULVH@� LV� D�ZD\�
to celebrate the start of the 
VHQLRU�\HDU�Ň�VDLG�FR�FKDLU�RI�
6HQLRU� 6XQULVH� $VKOH\� 6WXE-
ELQV��ņ$�FKDQFH�IRU�VHQLRUV�WR�

EH�ZLWK�IULHQGV��WR�KDYH�VRPH�
WLPH� RXWVLGH� RI� WKH� FODVV-
URRP�� WR� FRQQHFW� DQG� MXVW�
HQMR\�EHLQJ�WRJHWKHU��7KHUHńV�
also Senior Sunset at the end 
RI� WKH� \HDU�� VR� HYHU\WKLQJ�
FRPHV�IXOO�FLUFOH�Ň

0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�HQMR\HG�KDY-
LQJ�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�
WKHLU� FODVVPDWHV� RXWVLGH� RI� D�
FODVV�VHWWLQJ�

ņ%HFDXVH� ZH� KDYH� FODVVHV�
DQG� FODVVZRUN� DQG� SURMHFWV�
DQG� VWXŬ�� ZH� GRQńW� KDYH� WKH�
WLPH�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�RWKHU�SHR-
SOH�Ň�VDLG�VHQLRU�<DUHW]L�5RGUL-
JXH]��ņ7KHVH�HYHQWV�>KHOS@�ZLWK�
JHWWLQJ�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW� >SHRSOH@�
DUH�>XS�WR@�Ň

6RPH�ZHUH�VXUSULVHG�E\�WKH�
ODUJH�WXUQRXW�DW�WKH�HYHQW�

ņ3HRSOH� >ZKR@� GRQńW� QRU-
PDOO\�VKRZ�XS�WR�FODVV�HYHQWV�
HQGHG� XS� VKRZLQJ� XS� WR� >6H-

QLRU� 6XQULVH@�Ň� VDLG� 6HQLRU�
&ODVV� &RXQFLO� 9LFH� 3UHVLGHQW�
-XOLHWWH�6]ZDUFEHUJ�� ņ,W�PDGH�
PH� UHDOO\� KDSS\� WKDW� SHRSOH�
DUH�WU\LQJ�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKH�
FODVV��,W�LV�DOVR�MXVW�D�IXQ�ZD\�
IRU�SHRSOH�WR�KDYH�D�JRRG�WLPH�
ZLWK�WKHLU�IULHQGV�Ň

0HPEHUV� RI� WKH� 3DUHQW�
7HDFKHU� 6WXGHQW� 2UJDQL]D-
WLRQ� EHJDQ� SODQQLQJ� 6HQLRU�
6XQULVH� RYHU� WKH� VXPPHU�� DV�
RUJDQL]HUV� KDG� WR� VRUW� RXW�
PDQ\�ORJLVWLFV�

ņ>:H� ZRUNHG� RQ@� SODQQLQJ�
WKH� IRRG�� SXUFKDVLQJ� GHFRUD-
WLRQV� Ō� JRLQJ� WR� 6WDUEXFNV�
DQG� RUGHULQJ� FRŬHH� >DQG�
ZRUNHG@� ZLWK� WKH� VFKRRO� WR�
PDNH�VXUH�ZH�KDG�VRPHRQH�WR�
VHW�XS�WDEOHV�IRU�WKH�PRUQLQJ�Ň�
6WXEELQV� VDLG�� ņ$QG� WKHQ� >ZH�
ZRUNHG@�D�OLWWOH�ELW�ZLWK�WKH�6H-
QLRU� >&ODVV@� &RXQFLO�� EHFDXVH�

WKH\�ZHUH� LQ�FKDUJH�RI�DFWLYL-
WLHV�Ō�7KH\�JDYH�XV�VRPH�VXJ-
JHVWLRQV� IRU� D� IHZ� IRRG� LWHPV�
DQG� GHFRUDWLRQV� WR� DGG�� DQG�
WKHQ� MXVW� NHSW� XV� XSGDWHG� RQ�
ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�SODQQLQJ�WR�GR�
IRU�WKH�HYHQW�Ň

2Q� WKH� PRUQLQJ� RI� 6HQLRU�
6XQULVH�� 3762� PHPEHUV� DQG�
YROXQWHHUV�DUULYHG�DW�ƛ�Ƙƕ�D�P��
WR�VHW�XS�

ņ:H� KDG� D� WRQ� RI� KHOS�� VR�
LW� ZDV� DFWXDOO\� UHDOO\� TXLFN�Ň�
said co-chair of Senior Sunrise 
.DWKU\Q� /LQJHQIHOWHU�� ņ:H�
ZHUH�SUHWW\�PXFK�UHDG\�WR�JR�
E\� WKH� WLPH� WKH� VHQLRUV� JRW�
WKHUH�DW�VHYHQ�Ň

'XULQJ� 6HQLRU� 6XQULVH��
VWXGHQWV� JDWKHUHG� DURXQG� WR�
ZDWFK� D� SUHVHQWDWLRQ� E\� 6H-
QLRU�&ODVV�&RXQFLO��ZKHUH�WKH\�
WDONHG� DERXW� DFWLYLWLHV� EHLQJ�
SODQQHG�IRU�VHQLRUV�WKLV�\HDU�

ņ:H� OLNH� WR� UHPLQG� WKH� VH-
QLRUV�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�DUH�FRPLQJ�
XS�WR�JHW�WKHP�H[FLWHG�Ň�6]ZDUF-
EHUJ�VDLG��ņ:H�KDYH�FODVV�IXQG-
UDLVHUV��ZH�GLG�VRPHWKLQJ�ZLWK�
D�VHQLRU�>SDUNLQJ@�VSRW�Ō�>DQG@�
ZHńUH�GRLQJ�D�FODVV�ELQJR��:HńUH�
MXVW� WU\LQJ� WR� JHW� SHRSOH� WR� EH�
PRUH�FRQQHFWHG�ZLWK�WKH�VFKRRO�
DQG� >SDUWLFLSDWH� LQ@� FHUWDLQ� DF-
WLYLWLHV� WKDW� SHRSOH� ZRXOGQńW�
QRUPDOO\�GR�Ň

6HQLRU�6XQULVH�LV�WKH�ŭUVW�RI�D�
VHULHV�RI�ODUJHU�HYHQWV�SODQQHG�
for seniors this year. Senior 
$FWLYLWLHV� 'D\�� 6HQLRU� 6XQVHW��
DQG�*UDG�1LJKW� DUH� RUJDQL]HG�
E\� WKH�3762ńV�6HQLRU�$FWLYLWLHV�
&RPPLWWHH� DQG� 6HQLRU� &ODVV�
&RXQFLO��DQG�DUH�DOO�VHW�WR�WDNH�
SODFH�LQ�0D\��7KH�6HQLRU�&ODVV�
&RXQFLO�ZLOO�DOVR�EH�KRVWLQJ�UDO-
OLHV� DQG� RWKHU� DFWLYLWLHV� WR� FHO-
ebrate their last year.
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news editor
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On July 21, President Joe 

Biden dropped out of the pres-
idential race and Vice Presi-
dent Kamala Harris took over 
as Democratic candidate. Less 
than three weeks later, Harris 
announced Minnesota Gover-
nor Tim Walz as her running 
mate. Both candidates ac-
cepted the nomination of the 
Democratic Party at the Dem-
ocratic National Convention.

Walz first made headlines 
when he deemed former Pres-
ident Donald Trump “weird” 
in a viral social media clip. 
According to the Associated 
Press, this catapulted Walz 
into the running for vice 
president. Many people enjoy 
his casual style.

“It’s something more peo-
ple in the country can relate 
to,” said senior Dalton Kane. 
“It doesn’t feel like they’re 
way up in D.C.. My family re-
ally likes Walz, maybe more 
than they like Harris. It feels 
like a different perspective.”

This draws a sharp contrast 
to language that Democrats 
have traditionally been using 
to describe Trump, calling him 
an “existential threat to democ-
racy” amongst other high-level 
attacks. Additionally, Walz’s 
background as a high school 
teacher and football coach 
helps increase his relatability.

“I know that people didn’t 
like Hillary because she was 

very elitist,” said senior An-
drew Huang. “People didn’t feel 
like they could relate to her.”

Walz, despite hailing from 
a small conservative town in 
Nebraska, has pushed semi- 
progressive policies during 
his time in office, signing 
into law free meals for all 
schoolchildren. Harris ad-
vances these policies, propos-
ing to cut tax-
es for middle 
class fami-

lies, vowing 
to strength-
en Medicare 
and in her 
agenda, 
c l a i m s 
she will 
make “af-
fordable health care a right, not 
a privilege.”

“I don’t want to say they’re 
super altruistic,” said senior 
Calvin Chao. “[But Walz] did a 
good amount for schools and he 
supports alleviating college fees 
[and] free [school] lunch. Even if 
we don’t necessarily know 100% 
what his intentions are as vice 
SUHVLGHQW�� LW� GHŭQLWHO\� VKRZV�
more about his character and 
what he’s willing to do.”

News outlets have criti-
cized the Harris/Walz ticket 
for a lack of substance in 
their agenda.

“On both sides, vagueness 
is a problem,” said government 
teacher Michael Gibbons. 
ņ7KH\ńUH� GHŭQLWHO\� >UXQQLQJ@�
on personality. It’s horrible 
but that’s what they’re doing. 
They’re not running on a co-
herent, articulated set of pol-
icy goals.”

This has led some to ask if 
this election has emphasized 
“vibes over value” too much, 

turning the race into a 
likeability contest.

“It’s not 
good, but at the 
end of the day, 

there’s not much 
you can do,” 

Kane said. “I 
don’t love 

D o n a l d 
Trump’s char-

acter, but if he 
wins, it’ll be with 

his character. Ka-
mala has been do-

ing a pretty good job 
of preaching policy, but in 
[the] media, they haven’t re-
ally talked about [it].”

There is also an important 
distinction between charac-
ter and personality.

“Personality is presenting 
a certain way [while] char-
acter is more about morals,” 
Gibbons said. “Potentially, 
character should tie into 
policy. If you are really wor-

ried about people and you see 
people in pain and suffering 
because you’re empathetic, 
then that should result in 
policy choices.”

While TikTok campaigns 
and the increased social pres-
ence helps humanize politi-
cians, it also can turn them 
from policy-based activists to 
influencers. Students argue 
that this negatively hurts the 
political sphere as parties 
rally around their supposed 
cult of personality, leading 
to polarization. In fact, a re-
cent Forbes study shows that 
the United States media is 

among the most polarized in 
the world.

“What you see during the 
presidential election is a 
personality war,” Chao said. 
“It’s concerning when our 
presidential elections be-
come more about what’s bad 
about the other candidate 
compared to what makes 
the candidates good. That 
doesn’t inspire confidence, 
and it ... turns people [away] 
from voting.”

The candidates will be 
running in the 2024 presi-
dential election taking place 
on Nov. 5.
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“Not everyone can have a 

monster schlong,” said senior 
Lucas Nguyen. 

This may seem obvious, 
but in the world of online 
porn, it may not be as appar-
ent as it seems.

For teens and 
preteens, the wide-
spread accessibil-
ity of porn means 
that 73% of those 
age 17 and younger 
have consumed pornogra-
phy, according to a 2022 study 
published by Common Sense 
Media. Among those, 15% said 
WKH\�ZHUH�ŭUVW�H[SRVHG�WR�RQ-
line pornography at age 10 or 
younger, with the average re-
ported age being 12. 

ņ%HLQJ� H[SRVHG� WR� SRUQ� LV�
just a given from being online 
nowadays,” said sophomore 
Ash Adams. “You could just 
look it up, and they’ll have a 
ŃFOLFN� WKLV� ER[� WR� PDNH� VXUH�
you’re 18.’ They don’t know if 
you’re actually 18. It’s not any-
thing actually secure and kept 
away from children’s hands.”

Especially amongst impres-
sionable teens, nonconsensual 
DQG�H[DJJHUDWHG�GHSLF-
WLRQV� RI� VH[� RŶHQ�
found in pornog-
raphy can cre-
ate distorted 
perceptions 
RI� VH[�� OHDGLQJ�
to harmful at-
titudes and be-
haviors in real-
life interactions. 

“Is it good for a young girl 
to hear the boys in her class 
talk about a porn star, or talk 
DERXW� H[SOLFLW� DFWV"Ň� VDLG� VH-
nior Michela Peccolo. “When 
I was growing up, I feel like 
because a lot of people in my 
middle school, or at least the 
boys, were consuming por-
QRJUDSK\�� LW� VH[XDOL]HG� D� ORW�
of my peers … It’s not a good 
thing for people to view others 

DV�VH[XDO�FUHDWXUHV��EHFDXVH�LW�
creates this type of one-sided 
interaction, where you’re ba-
sically using that person as a 
VH[XDO�FRPPRGLW\�Ň

7KH� HŬHFWV� RI� REVHUYDWLRQDO�
learning become 
especially con-

cerning when 
taking into 

account the 
QRUPDOL]DWLRQ�

of aggression and 
violence in porn. A 

study on over 4,000 
videos from Pornhub and 

Xvideos, two major porno-
graphic sites, found that on av-
erage 40% of scenes contained 
at least one act of physical ag-
gression, including spanking, 
gagging, choking, and slap-
ping. Among the targets of ag-
gression, 97% were women.

Additionally, porn 
can create unrealistic 
body standards. 

“You have people 
with fake genita-
lia, implants or 
surgery, and none 
of it’s real,” said 
senior *Brad. “[Peo-
ple] look at it and 
feel insecure of them-
selves. Men can look at 
women and be like, ‘oh, you’re 

not good enough.’ Same 
thing with men. You get 

gigantic dudes who are 
LQFUHGLEO\� EXŬ�ZLWK� JL-
ant [penises], and sud-
denly, women are com-
paring the men they see 

in porn to their real-life 
partners, and that causes 

tensions in the relationship; it 
HQIRUFHV�WR[LF�PDVFXOLQLW\�Ň

7KH� HŬHFWV� RI� WKH� SRUQ� LQ-
dustry don’t stop at its con-
sumers. Take Pamela Ander-
son, former Playboy model 
and Baywatch star. In one of 
WKH� ŭUVW� LQVWDQFHV� RI� OHDNHG�
FHOHEULW\� VH[� WDSHV�� KHUV�ZDV�
stolen and leaked onto the in-
ternet. In less than 12 months, 
the tape made an estimated 
$77 million on legitimate 

sales alone. Relatively noth-
ing was done about it beyond 
a civil suit.

“We think about women 
who leave the pornography 
industry, whether that be un-
derneath their own worker li-
cense, and they’re still haunted 
by it,” Peccolo said. “Big name 
VWDUV� OLNH�0LD�.KDOLID�� >IRU�H[-
ample]: she’s banned in certain 
countries, or she’s harassed as 
she’s walking across the street. 
Even if the ethics of porn in 
that instance, when the con-
WHQW�ZDV�EHLQJ�ŭOPHG��H[LVWHG��
now it’s a negative to her life.”

The process of making porn 
is also an important step to 
consider ethically. 

ņ,I� VRPHRQH� KDV� >VH[XDO@�
trauma from a young age, 
and because of that, they end-
ed up in the porn industry, 

even though it was … 
their own choice, 

I wouldn’t really 
consider that 
ethical,” Nguy-
en said. “It 
[serves as] an 
outlet for their 

trauma, which 
I wouldn’t re-

ally say is healthy 
… The only way I 

see it ethically made is if 
someone has no long history 
of trauma, they don’t have 
any outstanding [monetary] 
needs that they’re doing it 
for, and they’re recording 
either themselves or their 
partner because they get true 
enjoyment from it.”

While ethical porn, such 
as fair-trade or feminist porn, 
GRHV� H[LVW� DQG� DLPV� WR� SUR-
mote consensual, realistic, 
porn, it may not be the silver 
bullet to the porn industry. 

“It’s depicting a consensual 
[relationship], but that’s the 
bare minimum,” said senior 
Rachel*. “It’s not ... like we’re 
all going to watch this fair 
trade [porn] ... It’s great that 
it’s there, but bad that every-
thing else is also there.” 
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6L[�KRXUV�DŶHU�3UHVLGHQW� -RH�

Biden dropped out of the presi-
dential race, Charli XCX, a Brit-
ish singer and songwriter, tweet-
ed “Kamala IS brat” with over 54 
million views. Inspired by her 
latest summer hit album, “Brat,” 
WKH�SKUDVH�VLJQLŭHV�D� ņJLUO�ZKR�
is a little messy and likes to par-
ty and maybe says some dumb 
things sometimes,” as described 
by Charli XCX on TikTok. 

$ŶHU� &KDUOL� ;&;ńV� HQGRUVH-
ment of Harris’ run in the presi-
dential race, Harris’ social me-
dia team changed @kamalahq’s 
banner on X to the same font 
and color as the cover of “Brat.” 
$ŶHU� WKH� 6HSW�� ��� SUHVLGHQWLDO�
debate between Harris and 
7UXPS�� 7D\ORU� 6ZLŶ�� D� SRSXODU�
artist, endorsed Harris for presi-
GHQF\�� ,PPHGLDWHO\� DŶHU�� +DU-
ris’ social media team tweeted 
D� SLFWXUH� RI� 6ZLŶńV� SRVW� DORQJ�
with the caption, “Ready for it”, 
LQ�UHIHUHQFH�WR�6ZLŶńV������VRQJ��
Harris’ social media team has 
embraced all memes, using pop 
culture and music such as the 
song “Femininomenon” by artist 
Chappell Roan to highlight Har-
ris as a woman of color. 

“[Social media] would give 
her a way to communicate her 
message in creative, short ways 
that are catchy and will appeal 
to voters,” said advanced stand-
LQJ� ZRUOG� KLVWRU\� WHDFKHU� -RQ�
Felder. “A lot of voters aren’t that 
interested in politics, they’re just 
being told that they should vote 
… [and] they might not want to 
read long articles.”

Following that, countless 
PHPHV�� VRXQG� ELWH� UHPL[HV�
and edited videos erupted and 
took over the internet. One of 
the most viral ones came from 
a speech that Harris gave in 
May 2023, where she quoted her 
mother’s saying.

“You think you just fell out 
RI� D� FRFRQXW� WUHH"Ň�+DUULV� VDLG��
ņ<RX� H[LVW� LQ� WKH� FRQWH[W� RI� DOO�
in which you live and what came 
before you.”

Since then, politicians who 
supported Harris have tweeted 
the emojis of coconut trees or 
called her campaign “Operation 
Coconut Tree.” Among them, 
8�6��6HQ��%ULDQ�6FKDW]��'�+DZDLL�
even posted a picture of him 
climbing a coconut tree. 

“[Gen-Z] could have taken 
anything she said once Biden 
dropped out [and] they could 
have found any audio and made 

it viral,” said senior Adrienne 
Nguyen. “But [the coconut tree] 
was a golden one.”

Harris’ speech now has over 
18,000 videos that use her laugh-
ing coconut tree speech as an au-
dio. The day that Biden dropped 
out of the presidential race 10,554 
posts were made about Harris’ 
coconut tree speech. 

+DUULVń�DQG�:DO]ńV�FDPSDLJQV�
aim to target the younger gener-
ations through memes and vibes. 

“18 to 25-year-olds have the 
worst voting record of every age 
group,” said history and eco-
nomics teacher Kevin Nelson. 
“Traditionally, they don’t feel 
like they matter [so] they’re not 
engaged. Whenever a political 
party is able to identify what 
gets that group motivated and 
come out to vote, they’re going 
WR�JR�DŶHU�WKDW�Ň

According to CNN, more 
than 230,000 people signed up 
WR�YRWH�DŶHU�%LGHQ�GURSSHG�RXW�
- 81% of whom are between 18 to 
34-years-old.

“I think [social media is] 
YHU\�LQŮXHQWLDO��HVSHFLDOO\�ZLWK�
young voters, because that’s all 
we’re doing,” Nguyen said. “Gen 
Z was feeling okay about Kama-
la Harris, and then she decided 
to make a TikTok account, and 
QRZ�LWńV�JRLQJ�FUD]\�DQG�HYHU\-
body loves her.” 

With the power of social me-
dia being well known and in-
ŮXHQWLDO��HVSHFLDOO\�WR�\RXQJHU�
generations, it has had a his-
tory of impacting elections.

“[Social media has] been af-
fecting elections very similarly 
ever since Trump started,” said 
senior Thomas Williams. “He 
sort of set in motion an era 
where the internet and cult of 
personality dictate whether you 
get elected or not. It’s become 
more of a reality TV show be-
cause of social media.”

In addition, news outlets have 
SUHYLRXVO\� FULWLFL]HG� +DUULV� IRU�
having vague policies in her 
campaign as her strategy. Be-
cause of this, many feel that the 
vibes of this election have over-
shadowed factors such as policy.

“We are in the midst of play-
ing to the emotions of individu-
als rather than the practicalities 
of issues [and] construction of 
ideas of what we believe is impor-
tant to the people,” Nelson said.

While social media has prov-
HQ� LWVHOI� WR� EH� LQŮXHQWLDO� LQ�
people’s perception of the elec-
tion, it is only one of many fac-
WRUV� WKDW�ZLOO� LPSDFW� WKH� ŭQDO�
results on Nov. 5.

Kamala is brat.
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Ethical porn: does it exist?
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 In Ancient Greece, unibrows 
were considered a sign of 

beauty and wisdom. Wom-
en’s unibrows were valued 

for their natural beauty, but 
many still used cosmet-

ics to help their eyebrows 
stand out. On the extreme 
side, some women would 

glue goat hair between their 
brows to achieve a unibrow. 
Married women tended to 

leave their eyebrows alone, 
while single women would 
apply makeup. This trend 
of unibrows could also be 
seen in Iran’s Qajar dynas-
ty, when male and female 

beauty standards were sim-
ilar. Women and men alike 

desired thick eyebrows and 
moustaches.

Today, men in heels are con-
sidered absurd, but heels 
were originally created for 
men. Men’s heels hit their 

stylistic stride in Baroque-era 
France. High heels implied a 
high status, following in the 

image of elites like King Louis 
XIV. At 5’4, Louis embraced 

the height boost just as much 
as the colorful, ornate aes-

thetics of the heel. The trend 
burnt out quickly, though 
– the French Revolution’s 

eat-the-rich attitude made 
the aristocratic look deeply 

unpopular, which meant heels 
had to say au revoir! Heels 

have made a comeback since 
the 18th century for women, 

making them a living example 
of fluidity in gender roles.

In medieval times, it was 
considered “wrong” for 

women to have body hair. 
With this idea emerged the 
fear that having too much 
hair would harm women’s 
chances of marriage and 

fertility, leading to the trend 
of having high foreheads to 
seem like they had less hair. 
To achieve this look, which 
connoted purity and inno-
cence, women would pluck 

their eyebrows and hairlines. 
The trend continued into the 

Renaissance period, with 
Queen Elizabeth plucking 
her own eyebrows to have 
a larger forehead. People 
at the time also believed 

this look made women look 
more intelligent.

Throughout the 19th century, 
tuberculosis, also known as 
“consumption,” became in-
creasingly common, killing 
millions of people.  Weight 

loss, pale skin and red cheeks 
were symptoms of the sick-
ness that became associated 
with attractiveness. Artists 

and writers romanticized the 
disease, changing how the 
public perceived the other-

wise devastating illness. Soon, 
women began to powder their 

faces and use chemicals to 
appear pale and “consumed,” 

as well as corseting their 
wastes to look sickly thin. As 
people began to understand 
how serious, contagious and 
deadly tuberculosis was, the 
consumed look died away.

The beard tax was instated by 
Tsar Peter the Great as a part 

of his efforts to “europeanize” 
Russia, or make it comply with 

Western European cultural 
standards. The beard tax incen-

tivized men to shave. Before, 
beards were considered god-
ly under the Russian Church, 
causing resistance to the tax. 
People who had beards but 

didn’t carry proof of paying the 
tax were forcibly and publicly 
shaved by police. Today, this 
seems ludicrous, but when 

Russia was vying for the same 
power as the West, these re-

forms were seen as necessary. 
The beard tax was ineffective 

since few Russians were willing 
to shave, and Catherine the 

Great repealed it in 1772.

Throughout many cultures and 
eras, body types which we now 

consider “overweight” were 
glamorized as they represented 

prosperity and fertility. Sepa-
rating themselves from thin, 

malnourished peasants, elites 
saw body fat as an exhibition of 
their bountiful wealth. During 
the Renaissance and Baroque 
eras, most portraits featured 

rolls, double chins and full 
stomachs. This ideal direct-

ed fashion trends of the time 
toward voluminous garments 
to imply an attractive, ample 

figure.  Society’s celebration of 
fatness died out in the 1800s 

when industrial expansion 
decommodified food, excess 

weight traded the connotation 
of wealth for that of inactivity. 

During the Victorian Era, the 
advent of cheap manufactur-
ing lead to a variety of new, 

accessible clothing. Men wore 
coats, suits and trousers while 
women strove for tiny waists 

and large skirts. Corsets, a 
tight undergarment worn on 

the upper body, squeezed 
women’s bodies to be desir-
ably small. In 1857, Alexander 
Douglas invented the bustle, a 
cushion at the back of a dress 

that supported large skirts. 
However, this garment in-

hibited mobility; women had 
trouble even sitting or walk-
ing. This impracticality, along 
with a growing movement for 
female independence, ended 
the trend as the century came 

to a close.

Finally, in 2024, we see more 
“realistic” models and body 

positivity movements increase 
acceptance. The lack of one 
defined look doesn’t mean 

freedom from pressure. Social 
media fractures our concept 

of beauty with new terms each 
day. “Boy vs. Girl pretty,” “can-
thal tilt,” “visual weight” – it’s 

hard to keep up when each 
niche finds something differ-
ent attractive. Photoshop and 
filters, like the infamous “bold 

glamour” or even the subtle 
Tiktok beauty filter, change the 

way people look completely, 
changing face shape, skin tone 

and texture, etc. While we’ve 
broadened our idea of beauty, 
social media hashtags consti-

tute new insecurities. 

A look at beauty standards 

over the years!
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“Famous people [can] contribute 
to beauty standards … people 
want to be like [them], so they 
copy [the] way they act or their 

clothing.”

Macklin Berg (10)

What do you think contributes 
to beauty standards in the mod-

ern day?

Do you think you’ve seen socie-
tal beauty standards change?

“Yes, and I think it’s because of 
fast fashion and social media 

… I think there’s [been] a lot of 
trends … like, a certain body. For 

example, Marilyn Monroe was 
popular [at] one time. Now it’s 

Kim Kardashian.”

Emily Peng (11)

Do you think beauty standards 
�����������������¢ȱ�ě���ȱ��¢ȱ

group?
“Women, teenagers … I think 
the idea that women’s value is 
in their youth and that people 

shouldn’t age is especially harm-
ful [and] prevalent for women as 

they get older.”

Maya Patnaik (12)

You can looksmax all you 
want, but at the end of the 
day, our society’s idols are 

ever-changing and will nev-
er consider any one body to 
be timeless. Indeed, almost 

every possible feature or 
insecurity of yours has prob-
ably been accepted or even 
idealized, so it’s best not to 
��ȱ���ȱ�������ȱ��ȱ�����ę����ȱ
qualities. After all, beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder!
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Since the 1700s, the typical 

American meal has evolved 
from homegrown goods to 
being sourced from the col-
orful aisles of a chain super-
market. While this change 
has brought increased pro-
ductivity and ease, groups of 
people have also looked back 
to buying locally. 

These numerous aisles 
entice customers with ap-
pealing packaging, sig-
naling products optimally 
engineered for human con-
sumption. Yet it’s the bare 
appearance of one-of-a-kind 
local, fresh produce that at-
tracts some people interested 
in eating unprocessed foods. 

“They have all kinds of 
vegetables that the super-
markets wouldn’t have [such 
as] purple carrots [and] 
squash,” said junior Kabir 
Sulur when talking about 
Crystal Springs Produce, a 
grocery store that sources 
mainly from local farms. “It 
forces you to eat healthier 
if you go to a place [selling] 
only vegetables and fruits.” 

For others, the product qual-
ity of local produce straight 
from farms is more reassuring 
than supermarket chains. 

“One time from a grocery 
store I bought a bag of fruit 
and it had bugs on the in-
side,” said junior Noah Miller. 
“It was the reason why we 
switched [to buying local].” 

)UHVKPDQ�6RŭD�&DEUHUD�HDWV�
dried apricots directly from 
her aunt’s farm when she visits. 

“They’re all sweet, there’s 
no sour ones,” Cabrera said. 
“It’s hard on the outside but 
mushy on the inside … It’s a 
hundred percent better [than 
grocery store bought ones].” 

Some grocery stores, such 
as Whole Foods, stock their 
shelves with locally owned 
brands, but this can come with 
price premiums. A study con-
ducted in 2022 by researchers 
at University of California, 
Nutrition Policy Institute 
found that while convention-
ally grown produce in farmers 
markets was more expensive, 
organic produce was actually 
cheaper when buying directly 
from the source. 

Growing food has many 
costs that are not immediate-
ly obvious in store. Going to 
buy directly from farms can 
honor those roots. 

“[The best part of buying 
from local farms] is meet-
ing the people,” Miller said. 
“They’re really nice and do a 

lot of hard work. Some days 
I’ll go help out with their 
work if I’m free … [I help so] 
more people can buy food 
from them and that can help 
out the farm.” 

Jennifer Seif, an advanced 
standing modern world his-
tory teacher, buys a share of 
a Community Supported Agri-
culture subscription – a farm-
run program that sends a box 
of seasonal produce week-
O\� WR� IDPLOLHV� Ł� IURP� )LŶK�
Crow Farm. Her interest was 
sparked by meeting the fam-
ily running the farm ten years 
ago at a farmers market. 

“Despite [CSAs] costing 
a little bit more, one of my 
favorite things [is that] … 
every single farm worker 
is well cared for,” Seif said. 
“You know those seasonal 
farm workers have stability 
and they have health care … 
Knowing that my food was 
ethically, not only grown, but 
then harvested, to me, feels an 
investment in humanity ... All 
of our small actions build to 
big movements and change.”

Community support can 
not only encompass large re-
gional areas, but also small 
nearby ones. Project Pantry 
is a club that started at Borel 
Middle School. They take 
food donations from compa-
nies or local farms special-
izing in collecting defective 
produce and give it out to 
students. Junior Kate Sato 
and her friends hope to con-
tinue at Aragon this year. 

“It’s something that every-
one should be aware of – how 
fortunate they are to live [in 
the Bay Area] and be provided 
[with] these foods,” Sato said. 
“The fact that we can help 
people that don’t have the re-
sources we do is a good thing.” 

Supporting local farmers 
and businesses doesn’t have 
to be an extreme shift. Junior 
Alex Camarena gets a small 
portion of his food from 
farmer’s markets.

“I would recommend [shop-
ping at the farmers market] to 
my friends because you can 
ŭQG�QHZ�VKRSV�\RX�GLGQńW�NQRZ�
about [and] try out new foods 
or new dishes,” Camarena said. 
“[My favorite part] is the pop-ups 
and the ready-to-eat foods.” 

 There are many ways peo-
ple can try out local foods, in-
cluding going to the farmers 
market, trading home-grown 
foods, or joining a produce 
group. Anyone can become 
an urban scavenger among 
the trove of options offered 
by grocery stores and farm-
ers alike. 

Chloe Chen
features editor

———
6SDUNV� ŮHZ� DŶHU� -RMR� 6LZD��

21-year-old pop artist, stated, 
“I want to start a new genre … 
called gay pop.” While the proc-
lamation brought new aware-
ness to the genre, many online 
also pointed out that gay pop 
scene has already been well-
established with an ancestrally 
rich community, which Siwa’s 
statement disregards.

This subgenre of music 
started as early as the Harlem 
Renaissance, where many queer 
people gathered together to 
share cultural discoveries, in-
cluding music. In the late 1960s 
to early 1970s, gay people met up 
at disco clubs. Early gay pop art-
ists include Prince, Freddie Mer-
cury, Elton John and many more 
who have not been represented 
as much in the media compared 
to gay pop artists today.

Gay pop has expanded 
the scope of traditional 
pop music.

“The style of pop is the 
same in a musical sense,” 
said sophomore Lia Alves. 
“The content of it’s the same, 
but it’s really the words and the 
message behind it that chang-
es. A lot of pop songs talk about 
ORYH�� EXW� JD\� SRS� VSHFLŭFDOO\�
focuses on LGBTQ+ love and 
relationships, rather than het-
erosexual relationships.”

7KH� GHŭQLWLRQ� RI� JD\� SRS�
varies from person to person. 
Some students believe it is not 
limited to LGBTQ+ artists.

“Gay pop is more defined 
as people who like music 

about inclusivity and celebra-
tion of queer identity,” said 
senior Pippa Reading. “[It] 
explores themes of love and 
relationships and acceptance 
from the queer perspective.”

With the rising acceptance of 
the queer community, gay pop 
has reached greater audiences.

“It’s good that people [ex-
plore] their [identities] and what 
they want to listen to,” said 
freshman Eshnad Perez. “[Gay 

pop] brings more diversity into 
pop culture with people feeling 
more welcomed.”

Gay pop artists have gained 
awareness on social media plat-
forms and the web. 

“I love Chappell Roan, and 
a lot of [other] people say that 
too,” said sophomore Mavis 
Nguyen. “She talks really can-
didly about girl experiences 
and [she makes]  really funny, 
silly [songs].”

Students recognize the vis-
ibility gay pop brings to the 
queer community.

“‘Good Luck, Babe!’ [by 
Chappell Roan] is so popular,” 
said senior Felix Gee. “It’s a 
song about comphet [the pres-
sure to live by heterosexual 
norms], which is a lesbian ex-
perience. It’s really great that 
songs about [this] subject mat-
ter are so popular.”

Others believe it has fur-
thered the purpose of music: to 
connect communities.

“It’s really fun and a great 
way to express identities and to 
have content that you identify 
with,” Alves said. “Music is al-
ways really impactful, no mat-
ter what it’s about and bringing 
GLŬHUHQW�LGHQWLWLHV�LQWR�LW�LV�UH-
ally powerful.”

With changing attitudes to-
wards the queer community, 
gay pop is enjoyed by a wide va-
riety of audiences, not just peo-
ple from the queer community.

“In the future of music, there 
will be a lot more ‘gay pop’ be-
cause it’s a genre everyone en-
joys,” Reading said. “It feels good 
for the queer community to be 
more accepted. It’s important for 
queer representation because 
a lot of times, queer is not the 
norm, and now it’s more like ‘it’s 
okay to be gay.’”

This subgenre of music has 
helped the queer community 
gain recognition, a step towards 
more equality and diversity. 
This evolution in music has ex-
panded the range of traditional 
pop, celebrating identity and 
spreading awareness for the 
queer community. 
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All eyes have been on Sa-

brina Carpenter, a rising  pop 
singer and performer, as she re-
OHDVHV�KLW�DŶHU�KLW��&DUSHQWHUńV�
ODWHVW� DOEXP�� ņ6KRUW� 1ń� 6ZHHW�Ň�
UHOHDVHG� RQ� $XJ�� ���� FHPHQWV�
KHU� SODFH� DV� D� SRZHUKRXVH� LQ�
WKH�PXVLF�LQGXVWU\��

6LQFH� ������ &DUSHQWHU� KDV�
VWDUUHG�LQ�YDULRXV�DFWLQJ�UROH��
DQG� LQ� ����� UHOHDVHG� KHU� GH-
EXW� DOEXP�� ņ(\HV�:LGH� 2SHQŇ�
�������� IROORZHG�E\�WKH�DOEXPV�
ņ(YROXWLRQŇ� �������� ņ6LQJXODU��
$FW�,Ň��������DQG�ņ6LQJXODU��$FW�
,,Ň���������

,Q� ������ &DUSHQWHU�ZDV� LQ-
YROYHG� LQ� LQWHUQHW� GUDPD� ZLWK�
IHOORZ� SRS� VLQJHUV� DQG� IRUPHU�
Disney stars Olivia Rodrigo and 
-RVKXD�%DVVHWW��DV�PDQ\�VSHFX-
ODWHG�WKH�EORQGH�JLUO�UHIHUHQFHG�
LQ� 5RGULJRńV� KLW� VRQJ� ņGULYHUńV�
OLFHQVHŇ� ZDV� DERXW� &DUSHQWHU��
Carpenter later released the hit 
VLQJOH�ņ6NLQŇ�LQ�-DQXDU\�RI������
DV�D�UHVSRQVH��

7KH� IROORZLQJ� \HDU�� VKH� UH-
OHDVHG� ņ(PDLOV� ,� &DQńW� 6HQGŇ�
ZLWK�ņ1RQVHQVH�Ň�ZKLFK�JDLQHG�
RQOLQH�IDPH�EHFDXVH�RI�&DUSHQ-
WHUńV� FXVWRPL]HG� RXWURV� RI� WKH�
VRQJ�DW� HDFK�VWRS�RQ�KHU�KHDG-
line tour and other events, in-
FOXGLQJ�7D\ORU�6ZLŶńV�(UDV�7RXU��

&DUSHQWHU� LV� NQRZQ� IRU� KHU�
ZLWW\� O\ULFV�� ZKLFK� LV� GHŭQLWHO\�
UHŮHFWHG� LQ� KHU� QHZ� DOEXP�� ([-
SHFWDWLRQV�ZHUH� KLJK�ZKHQ�&DU-
SHQWHU� UHOHDVHG� KHU� ŭUVW� VLQJOH�
IURP� WKH� DOEXP�� ņ(VSUHVVR�Ň� LQ�
$SULO�RI� WKLV�\HDU��ZKLFK�TXLFNO\�
gained popularity for its fun 
DQG� FOHYHU� O\ULFV� OLNH� ņ,� NQRZ� ,�
0RXQWDLQ�'HZ�LW�IRU�\DŇ�DQG�WKH�
IXQN\��XSEHDW�PHORG\��7KH� WUDFN�
ZDV�GHVFULEHG�DV�ņWKH�VRQJ�RI�WKH�
VXPPHUŇ� DQG�SUHVHQWV� D� XQLTXH�
WDNH� RQ� ORYH�� ZLWK� &DUSHQWHU�
likening herself to espresso, 
keeping her lover up all night 
WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�KHU��&DUSHQWHU�
IROORZHG� LW�XS�ZLWK� WKH�FKDUW�
topping song “Please Please 
3OHDVH�Ň�UHOHDVHG�LQ�-XQH�RI�WKLV�
\HDU�� ZKLFK� VRRQ� EHFDPH� KHU�
first number one song on the 
%LOOERDUG�7RS������7KRXJK�WKH�
VRQJ�KDV�IXQ�YHUVHV�DQG�FXWH�
O\ULFV�� LW�ZDV�QRW�P\� IDYRULWH�
RQ�WKH�DOEXP�DV�,�WKRXJKW�WKH�
O\ULFV� ZHUH� UH-
petitive and 
the song felt 
D�ELW�KROORZ�
RYHUDOO��

“ S h o r t 
1ń� 6ZHHWŇ�
GLVSOD\V� &DUSHQWHUńV� XQLTXH�
VW\OH� RI� O\ULFV� DQG� ŮLUW\� SRS�
SULQFHVV� SHUVRQD�� 7KRXJK� WKH�
DOEXP� FRQWDLQV� VRPH� FDWFK\�
KLWV��LW�DOVR�FRQWDLQV�VRPH�PLVV-
HV�� ZLWK� WKH� ELJJHVW� SUREOHP�
LQ� WKH� DOEXP�EHLQJ� LWV� ODFN� RI�
FRQWLQXLW\�� /LVWHQLQJ� WKURXJK�
WKH� DOEXP� LV� D� UROOHU� FRDVWHU�

RI� PRRGV�� VZLWFKLQJ� DEUXSWO\�
from upbeat songs to more 
PHODQFKRO\� DQG� DQJU\� RQHV��
7KH� ŭUVW� KDOI� RI� WKH� DOEXP� LV�
H[FHSWLRQDO�� EXW� ,� IHOW� WKDW� WKH�
VHFRQG� KDOI� ODFNHG� VXEVWDQFH�
DQG�&DUSHQWHUńV�LFRQLF�FKDUP��

7KH�ŭUVW�VRQJ�RI�WKH�DOEXP��
ņ7DVWH�Ň� GLVSOD\V� &DUSHQWHUńV�
VZHHW� DQG� EUHDWK\� YRLFH�� 7KH�
VRQJ� LV�ZULWWHQ� WR� KHU� H[ńV� RQ�
DJDLQ�RŬ�DJDLQ� JLUOIULHQG�� H[-
SODLQLQJ� &DUSHQWHUńV� ODVWLQJ�

LPSDFW� RQ� KLP� GH-

spite their short time to-
JHWKHU�� ,� SHUVRQDOO\� UHDOO\�
HQMR\�WKLV�VRQJ��ZLWK�LWV�XS-
EHDW�PHORG\��7KH�VRQJ�LV�DQ�
LQVWDQW�KLW��ņ%HG�&KHPŇ�KDG�
D�VOLJKWO\�GLŬHUHQW�YLEH��LQ-
FRUSRUDWLQJ� DQ� ń��V� JURRYH�
VW\OH��7KRXJK�,�
did not ini-
tially like 
this song, 
LW� TXLFNO\�
JUHZ� RQ�
PH�� HVSHFLDOO\��
WKH�O\ULFV�� ņ&RPH�right on me, 
,� PHDQ� FDPDUDGHULHŇ� DQG�
“Where art thou? Why not 
XSRQHWK�PH"Ň

$�VRQJ�,�GLGQńW�OLNH�DV�PXFK�
ZDV� ņ'XPE� 	� 3RHWLF�Ň� 7KH�
VRQJ�LV�RQ�WKH�VORZHU�VLGH�ZLWK�
KHDUW�ZUHQFKLQJ� O\ULFV�� DQG�
&DUSHQWHUńV� YRFDO� DELOLWLHV� UH-

DOO\�VKLQHG�RQ� WKLV�VRQJ��+RZ-
ever, the jarring transition 
IURP� ņ(VSUHVVRŇ� WR� WKLV� VRQJ�
ZDV�LQFUHGLEO\�RŬ�SXWWLQJ��7KH�
VRQJ� LWVHOI� ZDV� QRWKLQJ� QHZ�
DQG�GLGQńW�VWLFN�ZLWK�PH��

3OD\IXO� VH[XDO� LQQXHQGR�
permeates the album, but “Bed 
&KHPŇ�DQG�ņ-XQRŇ�H[SOLFLWO\�VD\�
LW�� ņ-XQRŇ� UHIHUHQFHV� WKH� �����
ŭOP� RI� WKH� VDPH� QDPH� DERXW�
WHHQDJH� SUHJQDQF\�� ZLWK� &DU-
SHQWHU�GHFODULQJ�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�
let her partner get her preg-

QDQW��7KH�VRQJ�LV�QRW�VK\�
DERXW� LWV� VH[XDO� PHVVDJ-
LQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�FRQWDLQLQJ�
D�FXWH�PHORG\���

Overall, the hits on this 
album make it one that 
VKRXOG�QRW� EH�PLVVHG��$Q\-
RQH� ZKR� HQMR\V� &DUSHQWHUńV�
ROG�VRQJV�DQG�KHU�QHZIRXQG�
VW\OH� RI� VLOO\� \HW� FOHYHU� O\U-
LFV�� ZLOO� GHŭQLWHO\� HQMR\� WKLV�
DOEXP�� 2YHUDOO�� ,� JLYH� WKLV�
DOEXP� IRXU� RXW� RI� ŭYH� VWDUV��
7KH� DOEXP� FRQWDLQV� D� PL[� RI�
PRUH� SRS�HVTXH� VRQJV� DV� ZHOO�
DV� VRPH� VORZHU� songs that dis-
SOD\�&DUSHQWHUńV�IXOO�YRFDO�DELOL-
WLHV��7KRXJK�VRPH�VRQJV�ODFNHG�
depth and the transitions 
throughRXW� WKH� DOEXP� ZHUH�
RŶHQ� MDUULQJ�� WKH� FOHYHU� O\ULFV�
DQG�XQLTXH�VW\OH�PDNH�XS�IRU�LW��

Emma Shen
news editor

———
From our bodies to our 

EUDLQV��VRFLDO�PHGLD�KDV�XV�DOO�
URWWHQ�WR�WKH�FRUH��7KHVH�DSSV�
KDYH� PDVWHUHG� WKH� DUW� RI� H[-
SORLWLQJ� \RXQJ� XVHUVń� GHVLUHV�
WR� ŭW� LQ�� FDSLWDOL]LQJ� RQ� WKH�
IDFW�WKDW�PDQ\�OLYH�LQ�D�EXEEOH�
of self-pity — sometimes build-
LQJ�WKLV�EXEEOH�WKHPVHOYHV��

6RFLHW\�KDV�HYHQ�VKLŶHG�IURP�
WKH�WHUP�EUDLQZDVKHG�WR�EUDLQ�
rotted; not only are people de-
void of any original thought, but 
WKH\ńUH�VR�PHQWDOO\�FRUUXSW�WKDW�
WKHLU� PLQGVHW� FDQ� RQO\� EH� GH-
VFULEHG�DV�VXFK��

Brain rot refers to the toll 
WKDW�LQWHUQHW�FRQWHQW��XVXDOO\�
QRQVHQVLFDO� DQG� ORZ�YDOXH��
FDQ� WDNH� RQ� SHRSOH� ZKR� DUH�
FKURQLFDOO\� RQOLQH�� 7KLV� ZLOO�
RIWHQ� EH� YLGHRV� WKDW� FRQWDLQ�

H[WHQVLYH� VWULQJV� RI� EX]]�
ZRUGV�� LQFOXGLQJ� ņVNLELGL�
WRLOHWŇ�DQG�ņUL]]�Ň�6XUH��E\� LW-
VHOI�� LWńV� KDUPOHVV� HQRXJK�ł�
sometimes one just needs a 
PLQGOHVV�VFUROO��

ņ,� GRQńW� WDNH� >WKRVH� YLGHRV@�
VHULRXVO\�Ň� VDLG� MXQLRU� 'DKOLD�
6HOLJ�� ņ6RPH� >DUH@�NLQG�RI� IXQ-
Q\�� >EXW@� ,� GRQńW� JR� VHDUFKLQJ�
IRU�WKHP��:KHQ�WKH\�FRPH�XS��
LWńV� OLNH� &RFRPHORQ�� \RX� GRQńW�
KDYH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW� LW��$QG�LQ�
WKDW�ZD\��LW�FDQ�EH�UHDOO\�QLFH��
EHFDXVH� LWńV� OLNH�� Ń:DLW�� ZKR�
ZLOO�ZLQ��WKH���PLOOLRQ�FKLFNHQV�
RU�WKH�0RQJROLDQ�DUP\"ńŇ

:KLOH�PXFK�RI� WKH�FRQWHQW�
RQ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�PD\�EH�WDNHQ�
lightly, there may be a dark-
er side to some of the trends 
dominating these platforms, 
URRWHG� LQ� SUHMXGLFHV� VXFK� DV�
IDWSKRELD�� 7LN7RN� HVSHFLDOO\�
KDV�ERWK�VWLJPDWL]HG�DQG�QRU-

PDOL]HG� FRQYHUVDWLRQV� DERXW�
ZHLJKW�� 0RQWK� DŶHU� PRQWK��
WKHUH�DUH�QHZ�WUHQGV�DERXW�HY-
ery body type under the sun, 
DQG�PRVW� UHFHQWO\�� VRFLDO�PH-
GLD� KDV� GHHPHG� LW� DFFHSWDEOH�
WR� FRPPHQW� RQ� SHRSOHńV� VL]H�
— even, and sometimes espe-
FLDOO\��LI�LQDFFXUDWH�ł�DV�ORQJ�
DV�LWńV�H[HFXWHG�FUHDWLYHO\��

ņ6NLQQ\� SHRSOH� FDOOLQJ�
themselves fat just makes 
IDW� SHRSOH� IHHO� ZRUVH� DERXW�
WKHPVHOYHV�Ň�VDLG�MXQLRU�%HQ-
MDPLQ�/HH��ņ>:KHQ@�,�FDOO�P\-
VHOI� IDW�� ,� GRQńW� UHDOO\� WKLQN�
DERXW� KRZ� LW� PDNHV� >RWKHUV@�
IHHO� >XQWLO@� ,� ORRN� EDFN� >RQ@�
WKH�PRPHQW��,�GRQńW�WKLQN�LWńV�
>DERXW@� WKH� ERG\� ZHLJKW�� LWńV�
MXVW�KRZ�PXFK�,�HDW�Ň�

Beyond body shaming, so-
FLDO� PHGLD� KDV� DOVR� QRUPDO-
L]HG�XQKHDOWK\�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�
VHOI�GHVWUXFWLYH� EHKDYLRUV��

$� WHUP� NQRZQ� DV� ņEHG� URW-
WLQJŇ� HPHUJHG� LQ� ODWH� �����
DQG� TXLFNO\� JDLQHG� WUDFWLRQ�
ZLWKLQ� D� FRXSOH� RI� PRQWKV��
What originally started as 
D� IRUP� RI� VHOI�FDUH�� VORZLQJ�
GRZQ�WR�UHVW�LQ�DQ�HYHU�UDSLG�
ZRUOG��DQG�D�ZD\� WR�UHVHW�DI-
WHU�D�GHPDQGLQJ�ZHHN��KDV�

begun 

to morph into 
DQ� H[FXVH� IRU� LGOHQHVV�� $V� D�
result, issues like poor time 
PDQDJHPHQW�VN\URFNHW�

ņ:KHQHYHU� ,� VHH� UHHOV� UHODW-
LQJ�WR�SURFUDVWLQDWLRQ�� ,�QRWLFH�
LW� WHQGV� WR� SURPRWH� WKDW�Ň� VDLG�
MXQLRU� 'DUUHQ� %HQDYHQWH�� ņ,WńV�
DOO�WKHVH�MRNHV�DERXW��ŃRK��,�SUR-
FUDVWLQDWH� XQWLO� WKH� QLJKW� >DQ��
DVVLJQPHQW� LV@� GXH�ń� DQG� WKH\�
VD\�KRZ�WKH\�JRW�LW�DOO�GRQH��%XW�
>LWńV@� XQKHDOWK\�EHKDYLRU�� WKDWńV�
QRW�ZKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�EH�GRLQJ�Ň�

:LWK�WKH�ULVH�RI�FDVXDO�ERG\�
shaming and habits like bed 
URWWLQJ�� SHRSOH� IDFLQJ� UHDO� LV-
VXHV� DUH� RŶHQ� LQYDOLGDWHG��
SXVKHG� DVLGH� E\� WKRVH� ZKR�
PLVXVH�WKH�WHUPV�WR�ŭW�LQ��7KLV�
OLPLWV�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�DFFXUDWH�
FRQWHQW�FLUFXODWLQJ�WKH�PHGLD�
about issues like binge eating 
GLVRUGHU�RU�GHSUHVVLRQ�

ņ,�GRQńW�VHH�PXFK�UHSUHVHQWD-
WLRQ� RI� >PHQWDO� KHDOWK� RQOLQH@�Ň�

%HQDYHQWH� VDLG�� ņ%XW�
on the other hand, 

Z K H Q�
GLVFXVVHG��LWńV�IR-

FXVHG�RQ�WKH�ZURQJ�
things; this negative be-

havior is sometimes promoted 
>WKURXJK@�JHQHUDOL]DWLRQV�Ň

:KLOH� VRFLDO� PHGLD� PD\�
EH� D� SRZHUIXO� YHVVHO� WR� IRUP�
FRPPXQLWLHV� DQG� LQWHUDFW�
ZLWK�OLNH�PLQGV�RQOLQH��EHLQJ�
LQIRUPHG� ZKLOH� FRQVXPLQJ�
FRQWHQW� LV� HVVHQWLDO�� 0RUH-
RYHU�� LWńV� FUXFLDO� WR� FDOO� RXW�
the usage of these negative, 
VHOI�GHSUHFDWLQJ� WHUPV� LQ� RU-
GHU�WR�GHFLPDWH�WKH�SHUSHWXD-
WLRQ�RI�VWHUHRW\SHV��

ņ,� GRQńW� WKLQN� ,ńYH� PDGH� D�
FRQVFLRXV� HŬRUW� WR� VWRS� >FDOO-
LQJ�SHRSOH�IDW@�EXW�PD\EH�DŶHU�
WKLV� DUWLFOHńV� SRVWHG� DQG� ,� JHW�
D� ORW�RI�KDWH�� ,�ZLOO�Ň�/HH�VDLG��
ņ%DFNODVK�PDNHV�SHRSOH�VWRS�Ň�

&KDOOHQJLQJ�WKH�F\FOHV�RI�VHOI�
GHVWUXFWLYH� EHKDYLRU� SURPRWHG�
RQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD� EHJLQV� ZLWK�
DZDUHQHVV�DQG�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�ł�
EH�ELJ�PLQGHG�QRW�ELJ�EDFNHG�
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Short N’ Sweet: jarring style and clever lyrics     

Rotten to the core: self-destructive behavior



SPORTSSPORTS8 VOLUME 65 | ISSUE 1 THE ARAGON OUTLOOK

The new kid on the court: pickleball

Josh 
Yuan

Fall sports 
previews
Girls water polo
Phoebe Harger, sports writer

$ŶHU� IDFLQJ� SRRO� FORVXUHV� ODVW� \HDU� DQG� ŭQLVKLQJ�
WKHLU� VHDVRQ�ZLWK� D� ORVLQJ� UHFRUG��WKH�JLUOV�ZDWHU�
SROR�WHDP�LV�GHWHUPLQHG�
WR�FRPH�EDFN�VWURQJHU��

7KH�WHDP�DFKLHYHG�
ŭUVW�SODFH�LQ�WKH�DQ-
QXDO�%DWWOH�RI�WKH�%D\�
WRXUQDPHQW� SOD\HG� EHWZHHQ�
ORFDO� VFKRROV�� -XQLRU�&KDUORWWH�*UDKDP�
FUHGLWV�WKH�SURJUHVV�WR�WKH�WHDPńV�QHZ�G\QDPLF��

ņ5DWKHU�WKDQ�KDYLQJ�MXVW�D�IHZ�VWDU�SOD\HUV�ZH�KDYH�D�ZKROH�WHDP�
RI�UHDOO\�WDOHQWHG�JLUOV�Ň�*UDKDP�VDLG��ņ$QG�HYHU\RQH�LV�JHWWLQJ�DQ�
HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VKLQH�RQ�WKLV�WHDP�DQG�JURZ�DV�D�SOD\HU�Ň��

)RRWEDOO       
Sora Mizutani, sports writer

2Q�6HSW������$UDJRQ�IRRWEDOO�ORVW�WR�/LQFROQ��������IDOOLQJ�WR�����
IRU�WKH�VHDVRQ�

7KLV� \HDU�� $VKOH\� 3DUKDP� LV� WKH� QHZ� KHDG� FRDFK��
DŶHU� ��� \HDUV� XQGHU� DWKOHWLF� GLUHFWRU� DQG� IRUPHU�
KHDG� FRDFK� 6WHYH� 6HOO�� 7KH� WHDP�XVHG� WKH� RŬ-
VHDVRQ� WR� LPSOHPHQW�QHZ�VWUDWHJLHV�

“ W e KDYH� D� FRPSOHWHO\� QHZ� RŬHQVH�Ň� VDLG�
VHQLRU� FRUQHUEDFN�DQG�UHFHLYHU�0DUNXV�*RVFK��
ņ2X U� VWUHQJWKV� ZLOO� EH� WKDW� WHDPV� ZRQńW� NQRZ�

ZKDW�ZHńUH�JRQQD�GR�WKLV�\HDU�� � �7KH\ńUH�QRW�
JRLQJ� WR� NQRZ� DQ\� RI� RXU� SOD\V�� $� ORW� RI� RXU�
SOD\V�DUH�PLVOHDGLQJ��DQG�Ō�ZH�KDYH�FRXQWHU�RS-

WLRQV�WR�WKRVH�Ň

*LUOV�YROOH\EDOO
Charlie Henderson, sports writer

$ŶHU� GHIHQGLQJ� WKHLU� &HQWUDO� &RDVW� 6HFWLRQ� &KDPSLRQVKLS�
ZLWK�D�������RYHUDOO�UHFRUG�DQG�D������3$/�ŭQLVK�ODVW�VHDVRQ��WKLV�
\HDUńV�JLUOV�YROOH\EDOO�WHDP�FRXOG�ņWKUHH�SHDWŇ�DV�&&6�FKDPSLRQV�

:LWK�WKLV�JRDO�LQ�PLQG��WKH�'RQV�DUH�VWLOO�IRFXVHG�RQ�FRQ-
VWDQWO\�LPSURYLQJ�DV�D�WHDP�

ņ,WńV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�LPSRUWDQW�IRU�WKLV�WHDP�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKDW� ZHńUH� VWLOO� EXLOGLQJ�Ň� VDLG� VHQLRU� &DVVLH�0F0LOODQ��
ņ,WńV�QRW�H[SHFWHG�IRU�XV�WR�ZLQ�HYHU\�JDPH�LQ�WKH�EHJLQ-
QLQJ��7KH�JRDO�LV�WR�ŭJXUH�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�LVVXHV�DUH�DQG�
VROYH� WKHP�DV�TXLFNO\�DV�SRVVLEOH�Ň�

)ODJ�IRRWEDOO
Char l i e Henderson, sports writer

$ŶHU�D�VXFFHVVIXO�������LQDXJXUDO�FDP-
SDLJQ� ODVW� \HDU��$UDJRQńV� YDUVLW\�ŮDJ� IRRW-

EDOO� WHDP� KRSHV� WR� EXLOG� RQ� WKHLU� SUHYLRXV� VXFFHVV�� 7KH�
'RQV�KDYH�KLUHG�D�QHZ�KHDG�FRDFK��5RQ�'RXJODV��D�IRUPHU�
FROOHJH�IRRWEDOO�SOD\HU�DQG�DVVLVWDQW�FRDFK��

(DFK�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�WHDP�NQRZV�WKH�SRVLWLYH�LPSDFW�WKHLU�
WHDP�KDV�RQ�WKH�$UDJRQ�FRPPXQLW\�

ņ,WńV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�KDYH�ŮDJ�IRRWEDOO�EHFDXVH�LW�JLYHV�JLUOV�
DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� EURDGHQ� WKHLU� KRUL]RQV� LQ� WHUPV� RI�
VSRUWV�Ň� VDLG� VHQLRU�.DLD�6PLWK�� ņ,� DP�SURXG� WR� EH� SDUW�

RI�D� WHDP�WKDW� LV�KHOSLQJ�SDYH� WKH�ZD\� IRU�
KLJK�VFKRRO�DWKOHWLFV�Ň

*LUOV�WHQQLV
Jack He, sports editor

$ŶHU� EDUHO\� P L V V L Q J�
RXW� RQ� ODVW� \HDUńV� &&6� WHDP� FKDPSLRQ-
VKLSV�� $UD- J RQ� JLUOV� WHQQLV� VWDUWHG� VWURQJ�ZLWK�
D�����RYHUDOO�UHFRUG��LQFOXGLQJ�D�����YLF- WRU\� RYHU� /RV�
$OWRV�+LJK�6FKRRO��ZKR�VHHGHG�VHFRQG� LQ�&&6�ODVW�\HDU��

+HDG� FRDFK� 'DYH� 2ZGRP� EHOLHYHV�WKH�WHDP�LV�IXOO�RI�SRWHQWLDO�
ZLWK�WKUHH�VWDU�UHFUXLW�(OOD�7HQJ�MRLQLQJ�WKH�VLQJOHV�OLQHXS�

ņ7KH�ER\V�WHDP�GLG�ZLQ�WKH�OHDJXH�>ODVW�\HDU@�Ň�2ZGRP�
VDLG��ņ7KH�JLUOV�KRSH�WR�GR�ZHOO�LQ�3$/ŁZH�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�
ZLQ�LW�Ň

&URVV�FRXQWU\
Sora Mizutani, sports writer

7KLV�\HDU��WKH�$UDJRQ�FURVV�FRXQWU\�WHDP�KDV�D�
UHFRUG�KLJK� RI� ��� DWKOHWHV��:LWK�PDQ\� UHWXUQLQJ�
VHQLRUV��KHDG�FRDFK�)UDQN�+XQW�KDV�FOHDU�REMHF-
WLYHV�IRU�KLV�ŭQDO�VHDVRQ��

ņ0\�JRDO�LV�WR�JHW�XV�RXW�RI�WKH�3$/�FKDPSL-
RQVKLS��LQWR�WKH�&&6�UHJLRQDO�FKDPSLRQVKLS�Ň�
+XQW�VDLG��ņ,�UHDOO\�HQMR\HG�P\�WLPH�Ō�,WńV�
EHHQ�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�
DWKOHWLF� GLUHFWRUV� LQ� WKH� ZKROH� GLVWULFW��
SRVVLEO\�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�VHFWLRQ�Ň
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<XDQ�DOVR�SDUWLFL-
SDWHG� LQ� WKH�2SHQLQJ�
DQG� &ORVLQJ� &HUHPR-
QLHV� DQG� JRW� WR� H[SHUL-
HQFH� 3DULV� DQG� WKH�2O\P-
SLF�9LOODJH��+H�HYHQ�PHW�KLV�
FKLOGKRRG� LGROV�� WDNLQJ� SLF-
WXUHV� DQG� FKDWWLQJ� ZLWK� EDV-
NHWEDOO�VXSHUVWDUV�/HEURQ�-DPHV��
6WHSK�&XUU\��DQG�.HYLQ�'XUDQW�RQ�
WKH�ERDW�DW�WKH�2SHQLQJ�&HUHPRQ\�

&XUUHQWO\����\HDUV�ROG��KH�SODQV�WR�
ŭQLVK�KLV�VWXGLHV�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOL-
IRUQLD�%HUNHOH\�DV�DQ�HFRQRPLFV�PDMRU�
DQG� EHJLQ� WKH� TXDOLŭFDWLRQ� SURFHVV� IRU�
WKH������2O\PSLFV�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��+LV�JRDO�
LV� WR� ZLQ� WKH� ŭUVW� 2O\PSLF� PHGDO� IRU� WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV� LQ�EDGPLQWRQ�� RQH�RI� MXVW�ŭYH�
VSRUWV�WKDW�WKH�8�6��KDV�QHYHU�PHGDOHG�LQ�

<XDQ�EHJDQ�SOD\LQJ�EDGPLQWRQ�ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�
HLJKW�\HDUV�ROG��JURZLQJ�XS�LQ�)RVWHU�&LW\�EHIRUH�
PRYLQJ�WR�+LOOVERURXJK�ODVW�\HDU�

ņ$W�D�YHU\�\RXQJ�DJH��KH�WULHG�DOO�NLQGV�RI�VSRUWV��
OLNH�EDVNHWEDOO�� VRFFHU��EDVHEDOO�� WDHNZRQGR�DQG� WHQ-
QLV�Ň�VDLG�<XDQńV�PRWKHU�-DQHW�-LQ��ņ+H�ZDV�DOZD\V�LQWR�
VSRUWV��DQG�RI�FRXUVH��EDGPLQWRQ�ZDV�DOZD\V�KLV�PDLQ�
VSRUW�� 7KURXJK� HOHPHQWDU\� VFKRRO� DQG� PLGGOH� VFKRRO��
WKHUH� ZHUHQńW� DQ\� EDGPLQWRQ� WHDPV� LQ� VFKRRO�� VR� KH�
SOD\HG�LQ�KLV�FOXE��DQG�WKHQ�KH�FRPSHWHG�DOO�WKH�WLPH�LQ-
WHUQDWLRQDOO\�DV�ZHOO�DV�ORFDOO\�Ň

)RUPHU�EDGPLQWRQ�KHDG�FRDFK�DQG�FXUUHQW�3(�WHDFK-
HU�/LQGD�%URZQ�VDZ�<XDQńV�VSHFLDO�WDOHQWV�XS�FORVH�GXU-
LQJ�KLV�WLPH�RQ�WKH�WHDP���

ņ:KHQ� KH�ZRXOG� FRPH� LQ� DQG� KH�ZRXOG� SOD\� RSSR-
QHQWV�� WKHUH�ZDV� UHDOO\�QR�RQH� WKDW� FRXOG� UHDOO\� WRXFK�
KLP�XQWLO�KH�ZHQW�WR�&&6�DQG�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�ZDV�PXFK�
KLJKHU�Ň�%URZQ� VDLG�� ņ+HńV� MXVW� DQ� DPD]LQJ�EDGPLQWRQ�
SOD\HU��$W�����KHńV�EHDWLQJ�WKH�VHQLRUV�LQ�WKH�ZKROH�DUHD�
DQG�UHDOO\�ZLWK�QRW�D�ORW�RI�HŬRUW�Ň

7R�SXUVXH�2O\PSLF�TXDOLŭFDWLRQ��<XDQ�WRRN�D�JDS�\HDU�
WKLV�SDVW�VFKRRO�\HDU��7KH�2O\PSLF�TXDOLŭFDWLRQ�VFKHGXOH�
ZDV�YHU\�GHPDQGLQJ��ZLWK�RYHU����WRXUQDPHQWV�DURXQG�
WKH�ZRUOG�LQ�D�\HDU�DQG�DURXQG�RQH�HYHU\�RWKHU�ZHHN�

ņ:KLOH� LW�ZDV� IXQ� WR� EH� JRLQJ� WR� DOO� WKHVH� GLŬHUHQW�
FRXQWULHV��PHHWLQJ�QHZ�SHRSOH� DQG� FXOWXUHV�� DQG�SOD\-
LQJ�WKH�VSRUW�WKDW�,ńP�VR�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW��WKHUH�DUH�DOVR�
PDQ\�ORZ�PRPHQWV�Ň�<XDQ�VDLG��ņ,WńV�H[KDXVWLQJ�MXVW�EH-
LQJ�RQ�WKH�URDG�DQG�QRW�KDYLQJ�D�SODFH�WR�FDOO�\RXU�KRPH�Ň

$V�D�IXOO�WLPH�VWXGHQW�DWKOHWH�DW�&DO��<XDQ�KDG�WR�VDF-
ULŭFH�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�RI�FROOHJH�OLIH�

“I 
was still 

W U D L Q L Q J�
HYHU\� GD\�� ,�
KDG� WR� VDFUL-
ŭFH�D�ORW�RI�IUHH�
WLPH� KDQJLQJ�
RXW� ZLWK� IULHQGV��
JRLQJ� WR� DFWLYLWLHV�
RU� JRLQJ� WR� SDUWLHV�Ň�
<XDQ�VDLG��

)RU� \RXQJHU� VWX-
GHQW�DWKOHWHV� DVSLULQJ� WR�
EHFRPH� WKH� EHVW� LQ� WKHLU�
VSRUW� DQG� PDNH� WKH� 2O\P-
SLFV�� <XDQńV� DGYLFH� LV� WR� VWD\�
SHUVLVWHQW� DQG� ŭQG� D� VWURQJ�
VXSSRUW�V\VWHP�

ņ$V� ORQJ� DV� \RX� KDYH� WKH� SDV-
VLRQ�� MXVW� NHHS� JRLQJ�Ň� <XDQ� VDLG��
ņ:KDWHYHU�\RX�GR��\RX�DOZD\V�KDYH�WR�
SXW�\RXU������DQG�GHGLFDWH�DOO�\RXU�HI-
IRUW�LQWR�LW��DOO�\RXU�WLPH�DQG�DOO�\RXU�HQ-
HUJ\��EHFDXVH�ZLWK�WKH�ULJKW�VXSSRUW��LW�DOO�
FRPHV�GRZQ�WR�\RX�Ō�'RQńW�EH�GLVFRXUDJHG�
E\�VPDOO�KLFFXSV��EHFDXVH�HYHQWXDOO\��DV�ORQJ�
DV�\RX�NHHS�JRLQJ��\RX�FDQ�JR�PDNH�LW�Ň

:LWK�WKLV�GHGLFDWHG�DQG�XQUHOHQWLQJ�VSLULW��
-RVKXD� <XDQ� KRSHV� WR� FRQWLQXH� SXUVXLQJ� KLV�
VWXGLHV� DQG� WDNH� KLV� EDGPLQWRQ� FDUHHU� WR� QHZ�
KHLJKWV�� $UDJRQ� VSRUWV� IDQV� DQG� IDQV� DFURVV� WKH�
FRXQWU\�VKRXOG�FKHHU�IRU�2O\PSLDQ�-RVKXD�<XDQ�DV�
KH�VWULYHV�WR�OHDG�7HDP�86$�WR�EDGPLQWRQ�JORU\�YOHAN NONETTEJoshua Yuan consults partner Vinson Chiu.

Jack He
sports editor 
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2YHU� WKH�SDVW� IHZ�\HDUV��SDUNJRHUV�PD\�KDYH�

QRWLFHG�VRPH�QHZ�DGGLWLRQV�WR�WKH�WHQQLV�FRXUWV�
QHDU�6DQ�0DWHR�DQG�)RVWHU�&LW\�Ł�EULJKW�SLQN�
PLQLDWXUH�QHWV�GHSOR\HG�RYHU�D�GR]HQ�PDNH-
VKLŶ�FRXUWV��DGRUQHG�ZLWK�VKDEE\�GXFW�WDSH�
IRU�OLQHV��7KH�%D\�$UHD�LV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�RQH�
MXPSLQJ� RQ� WKH� SLFNOHEDOO� WUHQG� Ł� DŶHU�
DOO��LWńV�EHHQ�QDPHG�WKH�IDVWHVW�JURZLQJ�
VSRUW�LQ�$PHULFD�E\�(631�IRU�WKH�SDVW�
IRXU�\HDUV��%XW�ZK\�WKH�QDWLRQDO�UDJH�
RYHU�SLFNOHEDOO"

)RU�RQH��SLFNOHEDOO� LV�YHU\�FRP-
SDFW��SDGGOHV�DUH�VPDOO�DQG�OLJKW�
ZKLOH�QHWV�FDQ�EH�UROOHG�XS�DQG�
VWRUHG�LQ�D�EDJ��DQG�FRXUWV�FDQ�
EH� FUHDWHG� MXVW� DERXW� DQ\-
ZKHUH�ZLWK�WDSH��7KLV�PDGH�
SLFNOHEDOO�WKH�SHUIHFW�FDQ-
GLGDWH� IRU� D� SDQGHPLF�
VSRUW��3HRSOH�ZHUH�VWXFN�
DW�KRPH��RŶHQ�XQDEOH�
WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKHLU�
XVXDO� VSRUW� GXH� WR�
IDFLOLW\� UHVWULF-
WLRQV�� EXW� KDG� D�
ORW�RI� WLPH�DQG�
DQ�RSHQ�EDFN�
\DUG��

ņ:KHQ�
& 2 9 , '�
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ZDYH�RI�SHRSOH�VKLŶLQJ�RYHU�WR�SLFNOHEDOO�Ň�VDLG�VRFLDO�
VWXGLHV� WHDFKHU� DQG� WHQQLV� SOD\HU� -RQ� )HOGHU�� ņ%HIRUH�
&29,'��,�DOPRVW�QHYHU�VDZ�DQ\RQH�SOD\�>SLFNOHEDOO@�Ň

2QH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�URGH�WKH�SLFNOHEDOO�VXUJH�DŶHU�WKH�
SDQGHPLF�LV�&KLQHVH�WHDFKHU�DQG�SLFNOHEDOO�HQWKXVLDVW�
4L�)DQ��:KDW�ZDV�RQFH�D�FDVXDO�SDVWLPH�ZLWK�KHU�IULHQGV�
QRZ�EHFDPH�DQ�LUUHSODFHDEOH�SDUW�RI�KHU�URXWLQH�

ņ,�JRW�VWDUWHG�EHFDXVH�,�VDZ�RWKHU�SHRSOH�SOD\��VLQFH�
P\�KRXVH�LV�QHDU�WKH�SLFNOHEDOO�FRXUW�Ň�)DQ�VDLG��ņ:KHQ�
,�ZDONHG�P\�GRJ�� ,� VDZ�SHRSOH�SOD\LQJ�SLFNOHEDOO��DQG�
LW� VHHPHG� IXQ�� ,W� GRHVQńW� UHTXLUH� D� ORW� RI� VSRUWV� EDFN-
JURXQG��D�ORW�RI�WUDLQLQJ�Ō�>WKH@�SDGGOH�VHHPV�VPDOO�DQG�
OLJKW��XQOLNH�WHQQLV�ZKLFK�VHHPV�LQWLPLGDWLQJ�Ň

%\�EHLQJ�VR�EHJLQQHU�IULHQGO\��SLFNOHEDOO�KDV�GUDZQ�
LQ�ERWK�DGXOWV�DQG�WHHQDJHUV�DOLNH��

ņ7KHUHńV�QR�VKDPH�LI�\RXńUH�EDG�DW�LW��EHFDXVH�HYHU\-
RQHńV� OHDUQLQJ�WRJHWKHU�Ň�VDLG� MXQLRU�%URRNH�/DX��ZKR�
KDG�KHU�ŭUVW�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�SLFNOHEDOO�ODVW�VXPPHU�DW�
D�FDPS��ņ,WńV�D�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�WKLQJ�Ł�\RX�PD\�ORVH�RQH�
JDPH��EXW�WKHQ�\RX�FRXOG�ZLQ�WKH�RWKHU��EHFDXVH�\RXU�
VNLOOV�DUH�EDVLFDOO\�RQ�WKH�VDPH�OHYHO�Ň

3LFNOHEDOOńV�VWURQJ�UHWHQWLRQ�RI�SOD\HUV�LV�DQ�LQGLFD-
WLRQ�RI�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�LW�KDV��

ņ,ńP�DGGLFWHG�>WR�SLFNOHEDOO@�Ň�)DQ�VDLG��ņ,�KRSH�WKLV�LV�
D�JRRG�DGGLFWLRQ��,�VWLOO�VXSSRUW�P\�IDPLO\�DQG�P\�MRE�
DV�P\�SULRULW\��EXW�,�IHHO�>SLFNOHEDOOHUV@�KDYH�D�VKDUHG�
LQWHUHVW�� DQG� WKDW� ZHńUH� D� ZDUP� FRPPXQLW\�� GRLQJ�
WKLQJV�WRJHWKHU�WR�PDNH�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�EHWWHU��7KDWńV�
D�ORŶ\�WKLQJ�Ň

3LFNOHEDOOńV�ORZ�EDUULHU�WR�HQWU\��GLYHUVH�DJH�JURXSV��
DQG�VPDOO�FRXUW�PDNHV�LW�WKH�SHUIHFW�PHFFD�WR�VRFLDOL]H�
ZLWK�QHZ�SHRSOH��DQG�WKH�SLFNOHEDOO�FRPPXQLW\�SULGHV�
LWVHOI�DV�EHLQJ�RQH�RI�WKH�IULHQGOLHVW�DFURVV�DOO�VSRUWV��

ņ7KH� SLFNOHEDOO� FRPPXQLW\� LV� UHDOO\� ZHOFRPLQJ�Ň�
/DX�VDLG��ņ,I�\RX�MXVW�JR�XS�DQG�\RXńUH�OLNH��Ń+H\��FDQ�,�
SOD\�ZLWK�\RX�JX\Vń�DQG�\RXńUH�E\�\RXUVHOI��WKH\ńOO�>VD\@��
Ń2K��\HDKń��7KH�FRPPXQLW\� LV�SUHWW\�JRRG�IRU�PDNLQJ�
IULHQGV�ZLWK�QHZ�SHRSOH�Ň

7KH�WLJKW�NQLW�LGHQWLW\�RI�WKH�SLFNOHEDOO�FRPPXQLW\�
DOVR�KDV�DQ�LQWHQVHO\�SDVVLRQDWH�IDQEDVH��

ņ2QH�WLPH�&XSHUWLQR�ZDQWHG�WR�FRQYHUW�RQH�RI�LWV�
SLFNOHEDOO�FRXUWV�RYHU�WR�D�SDLG�SLFNOHEDOO�FRXUW�Ň�
)DQ�VDLG��ņ%XW�WKURXJK�FROODERUDWLYH�HŬRUW��D�ORW�
RI�SHRSOH� VKRZHG�XS� WR�&LW\�+DOO� RQ�=RRP��DQG�
HYHU\RQH�WDONHG�DERXW�WKHLU�SLFNOHEDOO�VWRU\��KRZ�
SLFNOHEDOO�FKDQJHG�WKHLU�OLYHV��,�WKLQN�WKH�JRYHUQ-
PHQW�� WKH� RůFLDOV�� ZHUH� UHDOO\� WRXFKHG�� 7KH\�
GLG�QRW�H[SHFW�WR�VHH�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�RQ�=RRP��
����SHRSOH�LV�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�Ň

*LYHQ� SLFNOHEDOOńV� PHWHRULF� ULVH� LQ�
SRSXODULW\�� IDFLOLWLHV� KDYH� QRW� EHHQ�
EXLOW�IDVW�HQRXJK�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�WKH�
LQIOX[�RI�SOD\HUV�

� ņ6LQFH� LWńV� VR� WUHQG\� ULJKW� QRZ��
HYHU\RQHńV� SOD\LQJ�Ň� /DX� VDLG�� ņ1R�
PDWWHU� ZKDW� WLPH� \RX� JR�� WKH�
FRXUWV� DUH� DOZD\V� JRLQJ� WR� EH�
ŭOOHG��<RX�KDYH�WR�ZDLW�VR�ORQJ�
MXVW� WR� JHW� LQ� RQH�PDWFK� DQG�
WKHQ� LWńV� RYHU�� <RX� KDYH� WR�
ZDLW�DQRWKHU�������PLQXWHV�
IRU�\RXU�WXUQ�DJDLQ�Ň

7KH� VSRUWńV� LQFOX-
VLYH�� VRFLDO�� DQG� ŮH[-
LEOH�QDWXUH�KDV�FDSWL-
YDWHG� WKH� KHDUWV� RI�
PDQ\�ZKR�WULHG� LW�
RQFH� DQG� QHYHU�
GURSSHG� WKH�
SDGGOH�DJDLQ�
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