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TikTok U.S. Ban

Claire Dong
NEWS WRITER

On Jan. 19, TikTok was removed
from Apple’s App Store and Google’s
Play Store, pausing its services. Many
users all over the country were worried
about what may happen to the app and
the community surrounding it.

“I use it all day,” said sophomore
Madissen van Lingen. “I open my phone
and my finger automatically opens Tik-
Tok. When I go home, I go ‘oh I have
homework’ and then I just scroll TikTok
for three hours.”

TikTok, launched in 2017 by Chinese
company ByteDance as a short-form-
content social media platform, has faced
intense scrutiny from the U.S. govern-
ment. In June 2022, concerns about Tik-
Tok employees leaking personal data
were raised, prompting national security
concerns, and worrying U.S. lawmak-
ers, who believed Chinese officials may
be stealing U.S. user data. Despite these
concerns, some users remain indifferent.

“Our data gets stolen every day by
the American government and every-
one in general, so I don't really care to
be honest,” van Lingen said.

In response to worries about priva-
cy raised in 2022, a bill to ban TikTok
gained traction in Congress in March
2024, sparking public outrage. Many
Americans flooded congressional of-
fices with calls to oppose the ban. Ulti-
mately, in April 2024, former President
Joe Biden officially signed the bill stat-
ing that ByteDance had nine months to
sell TikTok to a U.S. owner or face the
risk of being banned. This nine-month
deadline ended on Jan. 19, causing Tik-
Tok to be temporarily shut down.

On Jan. 20, President Donald Trump
took office and signed an executive order
postponing the TikTok ban by 75 days,
making the new deadline April 5. He
suggested making TikTok into a joint
venture, with the U.S. owning at least
50% of the company. This order was a
significant shift from his earlier stance
of supporting a ban of the app in 2020.

Even with TikTok going dark for
less than a day, some students felt
greatly affected.

“Some of my friends were genu-
inely devastated,” said y junior
Hayden Ha. “Person-
ally, I do think it mat-
ters quite a bit, but I don't
think that people were
reacting in a very fair
way. I saw a reel on Ins-
tagram that was like ‘this
is the worst decision the
American government has
ever made, which is just
not true considering all of
history. It makes
no sense to say
that and people
are blowing this
out of proportion.”

Students share
Ha'’s sentiments.

READ MORE AT
ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG

COURTESY OF FLICKR

The fire over La Cariada Flintridge in Los Angeles County.

L.A. FIRES

Ellen Li
EDITOR- IN-CHIEF
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up inthe 80s down there in LA.”
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Yasmine Santini from
Charter High School first
about the fires the morn-
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and my dad rushed into
old me that there were

Starting on Jan. 7, wildfires roared
across the Los Angeles area, fueled by
powerful winds and dry cdhditions. The
fires destroyed at least 16,000 struc-
tures, 40,000 acres and lasted 24 days
before full containment, killing at least
29 people in the process. Multiple fires
raged, most notably in the Palisades,
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Trump's Admin

Naomi Kotani
NEWS WRITER

Over the past few weeks, several
of President Donald Trump’s cabinet
nominees have gone through the pro-
cess of Senate confirmation hearings.
As of Feb. 10, thirteen secretaries have
been confirmed.

The Cabinet is made up of the vice
president along with fifteen heads of
federal departments who advise the
president and enact his agenda in the
agencies. These cabinet members are
given the title of secretary, except for
the attorney general, who leads the
Department of Justice.

During the hearings, committees
have the opportunity to question and
assess the candidates to decide if they
will be voted on by the rest of the Sen-
ate, where a majority vote is needed for
a nomination to be confirmed.

The confirmed defense secretary,
Pete Hegseth, is a veteran and former
Fox News host. Most notably, he will
have oversight of the military, which
he has said needs to have more of a
“warrior ethos.”

Some students think that this mind-
set could have negative impacts.

“I don't want America to fall into
something ... where we get into use-
less wars or wars that don't serve us,
just for the sake of showing off our
might to other countries,” said senior
Spencer Coral.

Hegseth has faced criticism due to his
repeated remarks about diversity poli-
cies and women lessening the effective-
ness of the military. He’s also been con-
fronted by allegations of misconduct,
including sexual assault and excessive
drinking habits, which he has denied.

Senior Jose Callejas noted that Hegs-
eth seemed to switch his opinion on
\A’nen in combat during his hearing.

‘That shows the hypocrisy of him
trying to change his narrative,” Calle-
jas said. “But of course, the committee
knows [about his comments], they've

een the videos where he's just stating
at. To me, that's crazy.”

While Hegseth does have experi-
ence from being in the military, he has
not spent as much time in government
or major leadership roles compared to
previous defense secretaries.

“His appointment is Trump pushing
the limits, testing the boundaries of
his influence,” Coral said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Los Angeles fires and safety measures taken

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Aragon alumni and Univer-
sity of California Los Angeles
student Lipika Goel first heard
about the fires from her dad.
“Ilooked up and in the dis-
tance, there was this giant
pot of smoke,” Goel said. “On
Tuesday evening, [my friends
and I walked] up to the top
of the dorm area. There
were other people
there too, who
were just fasci-
nated by the
fact that you

PALISADES

be ripped apart from the inside
out. Their school is destroyed.
They're doing online [school] in
a._motel room in Burbank be-
cause everybody is displaced.”

Some “in_the Aragon com-
munity have personal connec-
tions to the area. Schwartz’s
son spent time in the Palisades
when he was younger.

“I remember his grand-
mother’s house was butt-
ed up against a park
and we would go to
the stream, and
he would collect

could see it.” frogs,” Schwartz

After the said. “We would
initial shock, 23’400 go on hikes
Goel decided to around there. We

pack an emer-
gency bag before
returning home a
few days later. Other stu-
dents could not do the same.
“The biggest impact was on
students who were out of state
because, for them, it's not as
easy as taking an hour-and-a-
half long flight,” Goel said. ‘I
have a friend who's from Vir-
ginia, and the fire was getting
closer and things were getting
worse. We [told them], ‘if you

want, you can just
come [with us] if
Virginia is too
far. Don't stay
on campus any-

more, It's not safe.’
They were definitely put in a
limbo situation. It’s a lot of time
and effort and money to fly all
the way to the East Coast just
to come back in four days.”
Many students and staff
at Aragon also had family
members or friends who
were affected by the fires.
“I have a niece [in Al-
tadena with her] husband and
three kids,” said substitute As-
sistant Principal Bettina Graf.
“They live in a house that was
declared a historical landmark,
and the fire took their street
out, except for their house, but
it’s so smoke-damaged that the
whole thing has to pretty much

acres burned

would take him to
the little sheps in the
Palisades village parks.
He was on the swings. He
was playing on the fields. That
whole part of his childhood
is, Merfh& f the landscape,
ed. And he didn't even live
there; I just can’t imagine the
children who lived there, the
people [who] grew up there,
having that whole geography
of memory just gone.”
Dean of students' Donna
Krause's family resides in the

Los Angeles area, and a few of

than his previous firefighting
experiences due to the extreme
winds and lack of communica-
tion set up upon arrival. The
firefighters had to work
70-plus hours with no

sleep and spent the first (ALY
protecting 60

few days
houses, before spend-
ing their time helping the
“community.

“When the fires finally set-
tled down, we helped and as-
sisted, Werle sa1d ‘We helped

over or singed or bu
not just firefighting, it's do
the right thing and having tha
integrity to'do the rlght thing
when no one’s watching.”

Santini found a different

way to help those in her com-
munity who are affected.

“I'm really just \trying to
channel all of my negati
ergy

energy,”’
Santini
said.
“That’s

them have found ‘temporary -

RE

Justin Werle, Fire Captain
at Woodside Fire Department,
was deployed to@ Los Angeles
to fight the fires but found that
combating them was different

Strong has ralsed
$23,000 to fund its ini-

tion and skincare drive.

“Our donation drive was
absolutely huge,” Santini
said. “We received over 200
bags, and we distributed
them to four different local
organizations to assist us in
relocating the resources to
somewhere else that needs
it more ... We really want to
help Palisades [Charter High
School] grow until every-

g “teer. She goes every

tiative and has hosted a dona-

thing is back to normal.”

Pali Strong has plans to
work with a local nonprofit
called World Central Kitchen
and mobilize a food drive as
well. Others have joined
volunteer efforts to help
survivors.

“I have a daughter who
lives in LA and fortunately,
she was not near the fires,
but she has been volunteer-
ing practically every day
since the fires, handing out
clothes,” Krause said. “Since
all this happened, she im-
mediately went to see
where she could volun-

“[' niece’s] mom, my sis-
er, passed away in 2018, Graf
said. “Her father passed away
several years after that. So she
really has no parents down
there. So I talked to [my niece]
quite a bit on the phone. [They
%ﬂ] a GoFundMe and [I
was| just texting and calling
everybody that I know to raise
money for them. And that’s
kind of the best support. Her
kids text me now [because] they
just want to talk to somebody.”

PREVENTION

he m1d Peninsula could

agon community
arn valuable lessons
from the recent Los Ange-
les conflagration.

“Have a plan with your fam-
ily,” Lambrechts said. “What
is our plan if we can't make it
back home, where are we going
to meet as a family? We can go
and meet at Grandma’s house
or we [can] meet at this Star-

bucks over here, so we can get \
together as a family, and now

we know we're all safe.”

y/

Alongside families prepar-
ing for emergencies, Aragon
also has procedures for an on-
coming fire.

“If [a fire] happened at the
school, then there’s a fire
alarm, and the normal fire
drill protocols,” said Interim
Assistant Principal Clarisse
Mesa. “If there’s a fire in the
community, then there are
community safety protocols
about where [people should
gather for| shelter and evacu-
ation locations.”

San Mateo County and its
firefighters are prepared in
case of a wildfire.

“We all work together,”

Lambrechts said. “We
have annual training
that we do during the
wildland-~season. The
alarm plan is very ro-
bust in San Mateo Coun-
ty ... and every agency will
come together to support each
other here in San Mateo.”

The city also places an em-
phasis on fire education, do-
ing community outreach and
working with different orga-
nizations to educate people on
wildfire prevention.

“The fire department
spends a lot of time trying
to educate property owners,
whether it's an individual
home or a business, on how to
prepare against wildfire, how
to cut down brush, how to
make sure there is no stand-
ing dead wood, [and how to]
cut down their grasses,’
said San Mateo’s City
Council Member Lisa
Diaz Nash. “[For] San Ma-
teo, we have an emergency
plan for different scenarios,
if there’s a wildfire from the
West, if there’s flooding from
the north, whatever it [is].”

Students can go to fire.
ca.gov, readyforwildfire.org or
download Nixle to stay up to
date on community information
or learn more about fire safety.

READ EXTENDED VERSION

ON ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“Through his nomination of Hegs-
eth, [Trump] was seeing how much
the Senate would be willing to bend
to his will.”

Business Administration, is the nomi-
nee for Secretary of Education. This
role entails supervising the Depart-
ment of Education, which Trump has
mentioned planning to close down. In

kids to be barred from school just be-
cause they haven't been checked up re-
cently. So he wants to give more power
to Ameri-
can citizens

we have another par

or some sort of medic
future, we might be ¢
he’s not willing
to believe in vac-

Despite the controversies surround- cines. He's not But still, order to shut down the department, it
ing Hegseth, he was confirmed by a willing to believe there has would have to pass through Congress.
margin of one vote, with the Senate split in  actual safe to be some This would mean more state control
fifty-fifty and the tie-breaking vote cast measures.” power left for over public education and changes to

by Vice President JD Vance. On the other the federal how federal student financial aid and
Another one of Trump’s more con- hand, . senior government, loan programs are handled.
tentious cabinet picks is Robert F. Nolan M because they “There should be some federal
Kennedy Jr., nominated for secretary commented on have more grants given to states just to ensure a
of Health and Human Services. This what he views resources for certain bare minimum level of educa-
position oversees agencies like the as a positive side / health than tion countrywide,” Coral said. “So that
Food and Drug Administration, Cen- of Kennedy’s, parents do.” a [public] education in California isn't
ters for Disease Control and Preven- stances. Moore preonpl Sl Another acomplete 180-degree difference from
tion and the federal research agency believes that h RFK nominee is an education in Florida.
National Institutes of Health. will push for' //ig‘,k Linda  Mec- McMahon, a co-founder of World
Kennedy is an environmental lawyer “traditional” ap- %1 Mahon for Wrestling Entertainment, served
who ran for president in the 2024 elec- proaches to com- education on the Connecticut Board of Educa-
tion, initially as a Democrat, but later as  bating diseases, secretary, tion for a year and was a trustee for
an Independent. He helped start an anti- which he said NS who was in a private university. Other than that,
vaccine organization in 2016, Children’s relies more on S PN charge of the she does not have the same kind or
Health Defense, which has promoted nutrition rather Small Busi- amount of experience in the educa-

PATE

tion field as some who have been in
this position in the past.

The remaining cabinet nominees
will continue to undergo Senate hear-
ings and voting, the dates for which
vary with each candidate.

ness Admin-

istration in

Trump’s first
EDEN KWAN cabinet.

Linda McMahon, former United

States Administrator of the Small

than medicine.
“RFK doesn't
want to get the
government tell-
ing the parents, you have to get this_ |
[vaccine],” Moore said. “He doesn’t want

misinformation and conspiracy theories
about vaccine safety.

“It’s just so hypocritical when he’s
endorsing unhealthy behaviors such as
avoiding vaccines and conspiracy theo-
ries,” said freshman Dresden Pham. “If

MOMAN
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Diya Poojary
NEWS WRITER

From Jan. 21 to Feb. 6, Ara-
gon Mock Trial competed
in the 44th Annual Califor-
nia Mock Trial Competition
sponsored and administered
by Teach Democracy. This
year's case was People v.
Gold, a kidnapping case fea-
turing a Fifth Amendment
pretrial argument.

The team has grown in the
past few years, so much so
that the junior varsity team
has used double casting for
the witness and pretrial
roles, starting last year.

Tryouts are held at the begin-
ning of the school year and help
finalize these roles for the varsi-
ty and JV teams, further divided
into prosecution and defense.
By November, the teams have
a draft of their content for the
case, and focus on practicing
their delivery.

“I talk to myself in front of
a mirror and practice my hand
motions,” said freshman and
JV attorney Ada Peretz. “It’s
also fun rereading the case
packet just to practice objec-
tions and factual situations.”

The team this year also has
four attorney coaches, two
more than the year before. As
practicing lawyers, they meet
with the team weekly to refine
members’ performances and
courtroom etiquette.

“I'm a lawyer and sometimes
what we do for our jobs isn't al-
ways super fun,” said attorney
coach Carolee Hoover. “You
don't get a lot of experience
working with younger people
that might end up going into
that field or being able to share
expertise ... So this is an oppor-
tunity for me and I love it.”

The team also had many
scrimmages this year, with
schools including Burlingame
High School, San Mateo High
School and Saint Francis High
School in Sacramento.

“[The scrimmages have]
helped me prepare for [trials],
because I can only guess so
much about what theyre go-
ing to ask me,” said sophomore
and JV witness Gabby Chan.
“So [those gave me] a general
idea of what they would cross
[examine]

Mock Trial

recap

me on and how prepared our
team is as a whole.”

Rebuttals and objections
are a constant point of focus
for the team.

“I've had many times where
I've been on the spot — I have
two minutes to talk, and I'll talk
for 30 seconds and I won't know
what to say anymore,” said se-
nior and varsity pretrial attor-
ney Melody Chen. “Tll stumble
and stutter, and it’s really em-
barrassing ... Everyone’s look-
ing at you, your judge staring at
you ... That humiliating experi-
ence is definitely a motivator to
not continue doing that.”

While the teams received fa-
vorable scores in the first round,
they did not perform as well in
the second round.

“Although our team put in
good effort ... it just comes
down to scorers liking cer-
tain ways to do things better
than others,” said junior and
varsity attorney Tomas Cano-
va. “Some scorers like more
aggressive teams, other ones
aren’t so fond of it.”

Attorney coach Jenny Yi
believes that confidence was
a major obstacle.

“We had a meeting [after the
second round] ... telling all the
students why they should be
confident because they know
their facts,” Yi said. “They put
a lot of time and effort into
it ... [Our] students shouldn’t
lose confidence because of the
pressure from other schools.
So we try to help them ... rec-
ognize their own strengths to
build up their confidence.”

Outside of practices, the team
maintains its bond through fre-
quent Discord meetings.

“It's tradition before a
match that we play the games
Discord offers in their voice
calls,” said junior and JV cap-
tain Jihye Yi. “It's always a
very good team bonding ex-
perience because high school
is segregated between grades,
and that’s a perfect time for
everyone of whatever grade
to get to know their team-
mates better.”

Aragon ended the season
placing 6th for both varsity
and JV in San Mateo County’s

South Division,
one of the
most com-
petitive di-
visions in
the Bay
Area.

MARTIN ZHENG

Editorial:

This editorial represents the
opinions of 14 out of 14 Outlook
editors

As a high school newspa-
per, the Aragon Outlook places
a great emphasis on having
healthy political discussions,
but we acknowledge and un-
derstand the impediments that
students may face when trying
to reach this goal.

First, the rise of short-
form content as the
younger genera-
tion's main media
source has been
detrimental to at-
tention spans and
the spread of ac-
curate information.
Fact-checking efforts
are often outpaced by
the sheer amount of content
circulating these platforms,
and many users do not take
the time to verify information,
allowing misinformation to
spread unchecked.

Secondly, as the majority of
our school is not yet of voting
age, many students do not feel
the need to become involved
in politics. However, policy
choices permeate through
several aspects of everyone’s
lives, whether it be the im-
pending dangers of climate
change that make it critical
to address it properly, or im-
migration policies affecting

more current events

students within our very own
school. Becoming politically
aware early on is vital for not
only the furthering of our so-
ciety as a whole, but the de-
velopment of self-advocacy,
critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills.

Of course, this is not entirely
the fault of students — due to
the convoluted nature of politics,
it can be difficult to begin initial
research — most news
articles are not

too young

7
Ly,
DLV[C

/
> " reader-friendly
and headlines are

too snappy to absorb the
information you need
to know. Especially as
a monthly publica-
tion, we face limita-
tions in covering im-
portant events as they

unfold, and we recognize the
need to adapt accordingly.

Thus, as part of our initiative
to supply the Aragon commu-
nity with relevant, accessible
news, the Aragon Outlook has
begun posting briefs on our Ins-
tagram page once a week, sum-
marizing key local or national
events in an engaging content

form that is halfway between a
full article and a headline.
Staying informed is only the
first step, though; meaningful
discussions are necessary to
shape political understanding
and foster community. To en-
courage such critical thinking
skills, the Outlook would like to
host a recorded discussion on a
prompt related to one of these
current events. This will feature
five people with a spectrum of
opinions gathering to discuss
the merits of the prompt in a
15-minute YouTube
video. We plan to
have this conversa-
tion guided by mod-
erating questions as
well as having allotted
time for everyone to
speak in the begin-
A ning to ensure
fairness, accu-
racy and ac-
countability.
Besides being ben-

/\_/ eficial for the people in-

volved, viewers will be
able to understand these issues
from a high school perspective
and hear from their peers. By
promoting the spread of this
news, we can create a more in-
formed Aragon school commu-
nity and thus a more informed
voter public.
SIGN UP IF YOU'D BE INTER-
ESTED IN PARTICIPATING!
bit.ly/OutlookDiscussion2s
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CA and SMUHSD launch Trump-proofing eftfort

Helen McCloskey
NEWS WRITER

In anticipation of President
Donald Trump’s inauguration
onJan. 20, the state of California
and the San Mateo Union High
School District took steps to pre-
vent potential actions by Trump
toward undocumented _immi-
grants and transgender people.

On Feb. 3, a special session
of the California Assembly, re-
quested by California Gov. Gavin
Newsom, set aside $50 million in
court cases against the Trump
administration and grants for
nonprofits that provide legal ser-
vices for immigrants.

“Sometimes legal action is
the only action you can take
in this country, so it’s a good
step,” said junior Erin Finn.
“The nonprofit [grants are]
also a good idea, because it’s
good to support [immigrants]
from the ground up.”

However, some think that
more should be done.

“Trump wants to stop fund-
ing for cities that will help im-
migrants, [so] maybe Califor-
nia should give more money
to those cities,” said freshman
Sara Chiguchi.

In response to the Trump
administration’s plans for un-
documented people, Superin-
tendent Randall Booker stated
in an email to students and
families on Nov. 7 that the Dis-
trict will continue to follow its

2016 resolution, instated after
Trump was first elected. The
District will not collect infor-
mation about students’ immi-
gration status, won't release
information unless there is a
warrant and will endeavor to
make the district a welcoming
environment for undocument-
ed students. In addition, staff
members have been advised
on how to respond if law en-
forcement enters campus, ac-
cording to Booker.

“My campuses are not about
citizenship or lack thereof”
Booker said. “My campuses are
about educating students, and
if immigration officials want to
do their jobs in addressing who
they think is undocumented,
or apprehending them, not in
my schools. We're charged with
educating students and keep-
ing them safe, so [arresting
students is] in contrast to what
we're all about as an education-
al institution.”

If law enforcement enters
campus to apprehend a stu-
dent who could be undocu-
mented, Booker plans to take
several steps to avoid students
being arrested.

“Immigration [enforcement]
hasn't shown up on our cam-
puses [and] I highly doubt that
it will happen,” Booker said. “[If
they did,] I'd want to see [the]
warrant that would grant them
access to student information. I
would pass it by my legal coun-

sel to determine if it’s a legally
grounded warrant. I would
pass it in front of my school
board president, and then I'd
have to make a decision: wheth-
er or not I'm going to abide by
the warrant and give the infor-
mation or not.”

With some SMUHSD stu-
dents fearful of themselves or
their family members being
deported, the resolution allows
people to feel safe, according
to SMUHSD Trustee Ligia An-
drade Zuniga.

“We don’t know what hap-
pens outside of our campuses,
we can'’t control that, but we
can control what happens in-
side,” Andrade Zuniga said.
“[The resolution] shows that
we care, that no student,
no staff member, no person
within our school walls will
be disrespected. We will do
everything we can to protect
[undocumented students] and
LGBT students.”

Trump’s executive orders
include recognizing people
based on either the male or
female sex in federal settings,
rather than gender, among
other restrictions against
transgender people. He has
also said that he will ban gen-
der-affirming care.

Ethnic Studies, the manda-
tory semester-long class that
teaches students to view history
through the lens of those who
have been marginalized, could

be targeted as an example of
“woke” curriculum. However,
since it is a district requirement
mandated by California, the
course is unlikely to face any
changes in the short term.

“Most kids learn their val-
ues from their parents. Eth-
nic Studies is learning about
different people and perspec-
tives,” said sophomore Mari
Solorzano. “It’s a place to [have]
opinions rather than opinions
of your family or the media,
but if that were taken away, it
would be rare to see somebody
with their own opinions.”

Some are concerned that
the district and California’s
measures may be unable to
prevent Trump's actions.

“When it comes to country-
wide trends as a whole ... some-
times the tide of politics im-
pacts everyone, no matter how
liberal they may seem,” Finn
said. “Executive decisions could
impact our state, especially if
overreaches of power are made
[by President Trump].”

Others believe that Trump-
proofing is unnecessary.

“I don't think it matters if
California is specifically -

designated as a refuge or a
shelter for [transgender] people
and for undocumented people,
because it will always serve as
that whether or not it's explic-
itly stated,” said junior Brody
Friedeberg. “Living in Califor-
nia, [ feel safer than [ would in
any other state, especially [com-
pared to conservative] states.”

Booker notes that the dis-
trict will continue to watch the
federal government’s actions.

“I don’t think that SMUHSD
is the first line of defense
when it comes to organizations
disagreeing with President
Trump’s directives,” Booker
said. “The state legislature
in California [and] Califor-
nia laws are going to serve as
buffers far before individual
school districts have to make
certain decisions.”

OIMdANT VAT

Administration undergoes changes this semester

Dr. Clarisse Mesa

Reika Lam
NEWS WRITER

On Jan. 8, Interim Assis-
tant Principal Clarisse Mesa
joined the Aragon adminis-
tration team, assuming the
role of Assistant Principal
Andrew Hartig, who is cur-
rently out on medical leave.
Aside from admin changes
within Aragon, there have
been many shifts through-
out the entire San Mateo
Union High School District.
Don Scatena, previously the
Director of Student Services
and the Middle College Prin-
cipal, has left for a Deputy
Superintendent position at
Burlingame School District,
leaving gaps in the district
that needed to be filled.

Although she is now in
education, Mesa originally
received her Bachelor of Arts

VICTORIA SANTANA

in Political Science and Pub-
lic Policy.

“I have a bunch of educa-
tors in different forms of my
family,” Mesa said. “So I was
always exposed to [careers in
education], but I didn’t think
that I wanted to do that as
my profession.”

However, after participat-
ing in the non-profit orga-
nization Teach For America,
which aims to strengthen ed-
ucation equity and excellence
by allowing select college
graduates to teach students,
Mesa realized that she want-
ed to change the direction of
her career.

Starting out as a teacher,
Mesa eventually decided to
make the switch to working
on school administration.

“When I was teaching,
I thought [that] there’s so
much beyond the classroom

that impacts students’ lives,”
Mesa said. “The systems of
what courses get offered, and
whether there’s transporta-
tion for after-school activi-
ties, and who gets financial
aid for different stuff and all
of these systemic issues were
things that frustrated me [as
a teacher], and I wanted to be
able to do something about it.”
Following this switch, Mesa
held many key roles, includ-
ing Assistant Principal at both
the Palo Alto Unified School
District and the Liberty Union
High School District. Eventu-
ally, her career brought her to
this interim position at Ara-
gon, and Mesa began to shad-
ow Hartig in December 2024.
“We started to divide the
responsibilities while he was
still here,” Mesa said. “So it
was really nice to get to know
[how things work] and have
him be able to mentor me a

little bit before he went out
on leave.”

When she steps into her
administrative roles, Mesa
aims to bring an understand-
ing of students that is shaped
by her own experiences.

“I'm multiracial, and that
really matters to me,” Mesa
said. “That experience of
growing up, especially in the
Bay Area, is really important
to realize ... there’s getting
to know [students] as indi-
viduals and knowing that all
students are going through
their own formation of iden-
tity and belonging, and also
working on their academics
and trying to [make connec-
tions always].”

Valerie Arbizu, who had
been the assistant principal
of Burlingame High School,
and former Aragon princi-
pal from 2020 to 2024, has
stepped in to be the Interim

Director of Student Services
in place of Scatena.

“We were really lucky in
that we were able, as a dis-
trict, to fill most of those posi-
tions with people who already
worked within the district,”
Arbizu said. “They've already
had an opportunity to form
relationships with others.”

The district has gone
through this before, and Ar-
bizu is confident that the dis-
trict will succeed.

“It’s not the first time [we've
had a vast admin change],” Ar-
bizu said. “And I hate to say it,
[but] I don't think it’s going to
be the last time either, just be-
cause we're people, and things
happen. Nobody has a crys-
tal ball to figure out exactly
what’s coming, so you work
with things the best you can.”

Mesa will be continuing
her interim position until
Hartig returns on April 18.
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Elisa Castillo and Bridgette Martin acting in “Friendship Hurts.”

Playwrights Project

Ellie Blakely
NEWS WRITER

OnJan. 31, Aragon’s Advanced
Drama class hosted its an-
nual performance of the Young
Playwrights Project at 7 p.m. in
the Aragon theater. The Young
Playwrights Project is a unit in
which students write their own
plays, get feedback from peers
and then vote on which plays to
perform. Students participate in
the performance as either direc-
tors or actors.

Drama Director Shane
Smuin oversees the project and
believes it is a unique opportu-
nity for students.

“For a lot of [the students],
they've never written a play
before,” Smuin said. “And
they've definitely never heard
their own words said out loud
by other people, which is a
really cool and a little bit un-
nerving experience.”

The first play of the night,
“The Silliest Goose,” written
and directed by senior Isabella
Bianco, was a comedic drama
that took place on the night
of the Goosepocalypse, where
geese take the shape of loved
ones and kill their victims. The
play features a worker whose
boss turns into a goose and
confesses to the worker that he
is his father.

Junior Sophia Rayes’ play,
“Friendship Hurts,” is centered
around two teenage girls who
struggle to keep their friend-
ship afloat. A dramatic con-
frontation turns into a friend-
ship breakup as the two realize
that they need a break from
their messy relationship.

Rayes took inspiration
from the complex nature of
female friendships.

“It’s an experience that a lot
of teenage girls go through,”
Rayes said. “Where they have
this friend that they really
want to hold on to, but they've
outgrown the friendship, so it
begins hurting them. I wanted
to bring awareness to that and
put it on stage.”

Rayes also noted the chal-
lenges that came with portray-
ing a sensitive topic.

“It was really hard to be
mindful of the topic that we're
talking about because obvious-
ly, my show is very emotional
and sensitive,” Rayes said. “[By]
asking my friends, having peo-
ple read it for me [and] getting
feedback from the class, I was
able to gauge what the reac-
tions were and then edit based
off of that.”

Sophomore Li Jennings' play,
“A Really Cool Pair of Shoes,”
was a pun-filled comedy featur-
ing shoe store employee Ron-
ald McMcMac, who battles his

manager, Manny Ger, and a
customer, Cus Tomer, for a pair
of shoes. Ronald emerges tri-
umphant, but when he goes to
try on the shoes, they don't fit.

Senior Steven Dominguez,
who played Manny Ger, appre-
ciated the caricaturistic nature
of his role.

“Manny Ger was a very
funny character,” Dominguez
said. “T got to act lazy, which
was very fun. If I wasn't really
feeling like it, I could just go
on [stage] and it would still be
pretty authentic.”

“And They Were Cowork-
ers,” written and directed by
junior Ash Caballaro was an
enemies-to-lovers ~ romance,
featuring two Apple Store em-
ployees who get to know each
other while stuck in an escape
room. Having initially judged
one another and made false as-
sumptions, the two realize they
are more compatible than they
once thought.

Caballaro commented on
the process of directing a play.

“It felt crazy because I've
never done anything like this
before,” Caballaro said. “I don’t
particularly like being bossy,
so that challenged me a little.
I tried to say things as nice
as possible and guide actors
through who their characters
are, and give them freedom.”

The final play of the night,
senior Andrew McColl’s “A Hal-
lowed Tempest,” was a genre
shift after a night of comedies.
The play portrays Emery who,
frustrated by a lack of changes
in the world, seeks answers
from the Grand Architect.
When the Grand Architect
reveals that even they do not
have the answers, Emery real-
izes that their life is in their
own hands.

Junior Samantha Green, who
played the Grand Architect, en-
joyed exploring the complexi-
ties of her character.

“IMy character was] so com-
plex, so fun to play, [and] they
were dramatic,” Green said.
“It's always interesting to navi-
gate the more emotional parts
of that and figure out where
the character is coming from.”

Audience members ap-
preciated the assortment of
plays and greatly enjoyed
each performance.

“Ilove the variety that it had,”
said freshman McKenna Lind-
berg. “There was comedy, there
was tragedy, there was stuff
that actually made you think
about life, and it was just overall
so entertaining to watch.”

Following the conclusion of
the Young Playwrights Proj-
ect, Aragon Drama prepares
for “Much Ado About Nothing”
from March 20-23.
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Leadership sustainability commission hosts trash sorting event.

FELIX MA

New climate projects

Yang Yang
NEWS WRITER

Recently, many climate proj-
ects have been implemented to
better improve the school envi-
ronment, including the tri-bins,
bamboo utensils and electric
charging in the parking lot.

“Everyone leaves trash ev-
erywhere, [which is] making
the seagulls come,’
said sophomore
Haley Lau. “[The
seagulls start]
eating  food
that’s not
for them, it
leaves  the
campus a re-
ally big mess
after  lunch
and then the
staff has to clean
it up [which is] a lot
of extra work for them
... People [littering] food [is also]
really disrespectful to the people
making the food [and] wasteful.”

There are now new addi-
tions of tri-bins on campus for
the purpose of encouraging
students to properly sort their
trash. The tri-bins have three
different colors: blue, black
and green with symbols that
represent recycling, trash and
compost, respectively.

Further, during the No-
vember sustainability week,
plastic utensils were changed
to  bamboo
utensils; the
same change
will be made
in April for
Earth Week.

“I  prefer
[bamboo
utensils] bet-
ter than plastic ones, but the
only downgrade is that you get
a woody taste when you bite
into your food,” said freshman
Sofia Cabrera. “Other than that,
theyre perfectly fine ... [and]
they are a really good alterna-
tive for plastic.”

Currently, there have only
been small changes, but in the
future, there will be more and
larger projects.

“[One] initiative is to put in
newer, more efficient solar pan-
els at Aragon,” said Greg Moret-
ti, Advanced Placement Envi-
ronmental Science teacher and
Aragon’s representative on the
district’s sustainability commit-
tee. “They’ll cover the entire
student parking lot with so-
lar panels [and] we'll have
at least three Electric
Vehicle charging _s%
stations in-

70%

of all waste thrown into
American landfills can be
composted or recycled.

US Environmental Protection Agency

stalled either this semester or
over the summer ... eventually
we'll have 12 EV charging park-
ing spots on campus ... to make
it easier for people to use elec-
tric vehicles.”

Clubs like One World Club
also contributed to these causes.

“I was motivated in seventh
grade by Greta Thunberg and
it opened my eyes to climate
change” said senior Julia
Del Mundo. “Lots of
people are unedu-
cated about it and
don't know how

to solve it, or

think they have

to make a huge

' impact. But

small  things

can add up to

one big impact if

we all come togeth-

er ... The [club] name

in itself is [how] we have

this one world that we need to
save together.”

Many other Aragon students
were also involved in building
these environmental projects,
requiring many negotiations
and preparations to successfully
conduct them.

“It took a lot of effort to in-
state even just small initiatives
for green sustainability proj-
ects,” said senior Matthew Lau.
“Especially when I went to the
board to present my group’s ini-
tiative, the main concern was

The world is on track to reach 3.1 de-
grees Celsius warming by the end of
this century

United Nations Emissions Gap report

the financial impact of instating
compostable or biodegradable
foodware. We weren't able to
fully instate that, but we were
able to do small actions that
were sustainable, but also fea-
sible. Weve implemented the
condiment dispensers where
you pump the ketchup, mustard
and ranch to mitigate the usage
of plastic condiment wrappers.”

As climate crises become
more prevalent, there will be
more projects implemented in
hopes of addressing these is-
sues launching in

the new 2025-2026
school year.

Poking around: body modification

Oliver Levitt
FEATURES WRITER

There are countless forms
of art: one can paint, sculpt
a statue, write a song.or-even
put art on one’s body through
piercing or tattoos. At Aragon,
students embrace body art for
a variety of personal reasons.

“Most of my piercings I
got because I liked how they
look,” said senior Miller El-
liot. “They’re not super per-
manent, so if [ like their look,
I can [get behind the idea of
putting] it on my body. For my
tattoo, [ knew what [ wanted
to get for years beforehand. I
got my lucky number, which
is 13 [tattooed] in Roman nu-
merals on my side.”

As a way to express him-
self, senior Kade McKenzie’s
choice to get a piercing took
much consideration.

“For a long time I thought I
wanted a piercing, [but] I just
didn't know what I wanted to
get,” McKenzie said. “They actu-
ally depend on facial structure,
and some piercings match
people better [than others]
... I really wanted one in
my ear and I thought
[the rook] was super
cool. For the eyebrow
piercing, I just felt a

connection.”
However, = ju-
nior Jack  Mec-

Neely had a
less-planned
process in get-
ting piercings
and a tattoo, in-
volving a friend’s
assistance.

“I have a tattoo
on my left, inside
of my ankle, and it’s
a stick and poke,”
McNeely said. “It’s
a title of a CD on an
album from a band
I like ... I was look-
ing for an' oppor-
tunity for change in
my life, something that made
me unique [and] more for me:
You don't really have a lot
of control about your
body, so it was
cool to have
something
that [made
me think] ‘T did that, and it
makes me look awesome.”

Despite the unplanned na-
ture of his tattoo, McNeely
wouldn’t change his choice.

“I don’t regret any of
them,” McNeely said. “I feel
for a lot of people, they would
have regretted the tattoo, be-
cause now I'm not as into the
band as I was [at the time].
But for me, it feels like a me-
mento of that time in my life.
Years come and go and you
just forget them so quickly.
I don't remember much of
my childhood, but because
of that memento on my body,
I will always remember at
least a little bit of freshman
year and those friends that I
had ... and just who I was as
a person. It'll always remind
me of how I've changed as a
human being.”

The art of tattooing has also
expanded to many students.

“I'm an artist and for this
last Christmas, my dad got
me a tattoo gun because he
thought it'd be an interest-
ing idea for me to improve on

art in different ways,” said
junior Danny Renal. “He has
a lot of tattoos, so he’s in-
terested in it: I' [thought], ‘I
should try it out, see how it
works, because it could also
be-a job [for me] ... T'watched
Ink Master [and] T [thought]
‘wow, it’s really cool how you
could create this image on
someone’s body. I've always
been /interested.in forms of
art that aren'’t just painting.”

However, there are many
unique challenges that tat-
too artists face.

“[I've told people] ‘when
it’s legal for both of us, I can
give you a tattoo,” Renal
said. “You make one wrong
mistake and the customer is
not going to be happy, and
youre going to feel really
bad because it’'s permanent.
If you ever watch a video of
someone tattooing, they're
not stressed because [they've
been doing] it for a long time,
but there’s a lot of mental

stability you meed to have to
compose yourself.”

Not only can giving. tat-
toos be a stressful process
for the tattooer, but-many
feel concerned about the
possibility of social conse-
quences of getting a tattoo
or piercing.

“People may see me in a
different light because of [my
piercings], not that I've ever
been necessarily a menacing
individual, but the piercing
doesn’t make me seem the
most approachable,” McK-
enzie said. “I have worried
about [finding] work with a
facial piercing, but I quickly
realized as time moves on
people are becoming more
and more accepting of ex-
pression and just having one
piercing isn’t too crazy.”

Aside from social conse-
quences,  stereotypes  sur-
rounding piercings and tattoos
remain problematic.

“In recent years, [the
piercing based stereotyping]
has gone down. It’s more of

EVA LUDWIG

a fashion trend now, rather
than an indicator of sexual-
ity,” McNeely said. “For tat-
toos, there’s definitely still
a huge stigma. [People often
say] for.job interviews ‘don’t
show that you have a tattoo,
or ‘don’t show tattoos around
little kids.” Those are very big
stereotypes that are pushed and
they seem very bogus to me.”

In addition, religion can
play a role in one’s decision
to get body art.

“My dad’s side isn't reli-
gious at all and my dad has
a lot of tattoos on his body,”
Renal said. “But my mom’s
side is<very religious, es-
pecially my grandma and
grandpa; they do not like tat-
toos. Even when I brought
up to my family I got a tat-
too gun, they were all very
shocked. I Dbelieve it has
something to do with having
your body cleansed and a tat-
too is not cleansing. Also, a
lot of people think some tat-
toos look satanic which isn't
good for a Catholic family.
It’s your body, and unless it’s
harming you ... it should
be okay if you really want
one, but you just have
to know it’s permanent
and that it’s a very seri-
ous matter.”

Although many fac-

tors play a role in one’s

decision to body-art,

piercings require

V) consent under 18

years old and tattoos
are illegal under 18.

“I don't really like
the restrictions,”
McKenzie said. “I un-
derstand why they're
12 there, but I know if my
dad didn’t consent, I
would have just got it
from a sketchy, non-pro-
fessional person. People
who want piereings,
most of the time, will
get them. [For|] people
who [aren’t in] high school
[yet], I understand a restric-
tion there. But once you start
to be able to make decisions
for yourself, in high
school [as] a teen-
ager, you should
be able to get a
piercing with-

out consent.”

However, other students
agree with the legal restrictions.

“It’s a pretty fair limit be-
cause while you're living un-
der your parents’ household,
you should probably do what
they want you to do,” Elliot
said. “You're only 18. You can
do whatever you want from
that point on, but you should
also really consider if you
want this on your body for
the rest of your life.”

Ultimately, making the
right decision in getting body
art depends on each student’s
unique perspectives.

“It’'s hard to know whether
a tattoo or a piercing is going
to be something you like in the
long run,” McNeely said. “I'm
one of those people that has
such a specific mindset to life,
and it’s ‘the next day isn't guar-
anteed, so why not take a risk?
Why not make that choice?’ I
may end up hating this tattoo
in a couple years, but I may
not survive a couple years, so
while I like it now, might as
well do it.”
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To invade or to not invade: question about privacy online

Antonio Mangano
FEATURES WRITER

The short-lived ban on Tik-
Tok has brought online priva-
cy into sharp focus, raising
concerns about how personal
data is collected, used and
exploited. From scam calls
to data brokers, personal in-
formation faces numerous
threats online.

Online privacy is the con-
cept of keeping personal data
safe while online or using
the internet. However, many
people remain unaware of
how vulnerable their data
may be. According to Pew Re-
search Center, 72% of Ameri-
cans say that they have little
to no understanding about
the laws and regulations that
are currently in place to pro-
tect their data privacy.

“The internet is as safe as
you can make it,” said sopho-
more Anjali Kalyanakrish-
nan. “There are certain things
you can do to make your expe-
rience safer, like not sharing
your information.”

With personal data at large,
scam centers can access per-
sonal phone numbers of many
people, sending calls to individ-
uals and commonly portraying
themselves as customer service
agents from large companies.

Though they are illegal
in the United States, scam
calls remain widespread and
increasingly sophisticated,
thanks to advancements in
artificial intelligence.

“I know of some people
who have received [spam)]
calls where [the calls] sound
exactly like someone they
knew on the other end, and
they're demanding a ran-
som,” said senior Ruhi
Mudoi. “Those are
definitely danger-
ous because
those [calls]
usually
prey on
the elder-
ly or even
children.”

Simi-
lar to scam
calls, scam
texts are also
very common,
especially among
younger  generations
since people have started
to learn to not trust calls
that aren't familiar.

who make money by unlaw-
fully collecting online per-
sonal data and selling said
information to
companies

save your information, and
then they give it to the adver-
tiser, and then data brokers
can get your information
from advertisers,” Kaly-
anakrishnan said.
While some data bro-
kers operate legally by
using public information,
others unlawfully ac-
cess private data, cre-
ating serious privacy
concerns. Even when
data brokers use public
information, their activi-
ties can feel invasive. Pro-
tecting personal data from
unauthorized use remains
critical, regardless
of the legality of
their methods and
the  information
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H® that they get, even
if it's public and
has already been

on the internet.

Many cases in-
volve cookies,

which grant us-
ers full access

to a website’s
content.

These messages often
exploit recent activities,
such as package tracking,
by sending fake texts claiming
additional fees are required.
In addition to scam cen-
ters, data brokers are people

for various reasons, like mar-

keting and advertising.
“There are certain things

in social media where they

“Honest-

ly, for most
people, they
just accept [cookies] as a
matter of convenience,” Mu-
doi said. “Because in the Eu-
ropean Union, for example,

they have regulations that
mandate [websites] to ask
you about cookies.”

Cookies themselves aren’t
harmful, but when accepting
them on a website that isn’t
common or trustworthy, they
can open a gateway to scam-
mers and data brokers.

“Make sure to do research
and be vigilant,” Mudoi said.
“If you're going on a website,
be aware that there may be
certain scams or [data bro-
kers that] may be trying to
use your information. Right
now, data is a very valuable
currency so people are will-
ing to pay a lot for it.”

Online privacy protections
are stronger for Californians
than most other Americans.
In October of 2023, Gavin
Newsom approved the Cali-
fornia Consumer Privacy Act,
also known as the DELETE
Act, which places limitations
on the data brokers’ access to
user information.

With background infor-
mation covering why online
privacy is important, people
should be aware of what’s go-
ing on with their information.
Whether it’s accessed by data
brokers or scammers, keeping
information to oneself should
always be a legitimate con-
cern when being online.

The deadly misinformation pandemic in the media

Allinah Zhan
FEATURES WRITER

Recently, Liam Rensley, a
CEO on the Forbes 400, has
officially announced his de-
cision to acquire TikTok. He
intends to rename it Y, and
soon, American citizens will
be able to doom-scroll with no
worries of a ban in the future.

Of course, Liam Rensley
doesn'’t exist, and TikTok isn’t
going to be renamed. This is
easy to fact-check, but many
still fall for simi-

lar  deceiv- MEILIN RIFE
ing stories
that seem

plausible at
first glance.
Part of this
is due to the rise of
social media in the past few
decades. According to the
Pew Research Center, over
half of U.S. adults use social
media sites like Facebook,
YouTube, Instagram and Tik-
Tok as news sources.
“[As social media] be-
comes more mature,
there are people
out there who
are very aware
that they can
get their mes-
sages out,”
said history
teacher Jona-
than Felder. “Es-
pecially with
current president be-
ing elected, he’s pointing out
fake news all the time and
using social media in an un-
usual way ... There’s a lot of
people out there who aren’t
so concerned about what im-
pact they’re actually having
on people. They'll just say
whatever they want to say to
accomplish something.”

N\

Specifically for TikTok,
at least half of Gen Z see
news daily on the plat-
form, and around 15%

regularly get news @
from there. This
makes  TikTok @ @

wide events. For example, af-
ter the 2020 election, Donald
Trump claimed that the
LN election was a fraud,
leading to the Janu-
ary 6th Riot.
“The evidence,

incredibly  in- 0 % especially  from
fluential among Q) multiple  states
teenagers and recounting their
young adults. ballots and even

“[The videos on Tik- the vice president

Tok are] really short, so
they can’t put every detail
in there,” said sophomore
Lisa Yau. “That could
make  people
misunder-
stand  what
[the post is]
trying to say.
Everyone’s used
to short videos and get-
ting information really fast,
so no one wants to actually

go search about the news.”
This issue is further com-
plicated by the way some
news accounts present sen-
sationalized content to gen-
erate more publicity

and likes.

“If youre try-
ing to get your
videos to have a
lot of likes, you
have to make

your language
very [inflam-
matory],” Yau

said. “I can eas-

ily believe them
because they make
it sound so real, and their
language is so aggressive.
[Sometimes,] people start ar-
guing in the comment sec-
tion, and if I say, ‘Shouldn’t
we see if it’s actually true?’ I
get attacked.”

The effects of misinforma-
tion are widespread, from
politics to medicine to world-

certifying the elec-
tion, proved that the 2020
election was not rigged,”
said sophomore Laura Wang.
“I believe that
Trump, due to
political rea-
sons,
used his
media
atten-
tion to
tell - his
supporters
to ‘march
to the capital, and they
followed his words to do ex-
actly that. His words caused
extreme violence in the capi-
tal ... The power that biased
information has over people
is truly insane.”

During the COVID-19 pan-
demic, misinformation fu-
eled anti-Asian sentiment.
Global crises create a lot of
chaos and uncertainty, mak-
ing them prime oppor-
tunities for false
narratives to
spread online.

“Every-
one first 0
thought
it was be-
cause of monkeys,
then bats and
then they [blamed
the] Wuhan people,” Yau said.
“No one really knows why it
was caused and everyone just
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started attacking Wuhan.
As a Chinese person, I was
scared when there was Asian
hate here in America.”

This fear and scape-
goating was am-
plified by many
public  figures 9
who fueled the
misinformation,
as well as some
general distrust
surrounding the sci-
ence of the pandemic.

“Trump said COV-

ID - 19 was to be completely
blamed on the Chinese,”
Wang said. “ He even called it
Kung Flu. When there is

COVID - 19 or any oth-

er pandemic, we need
to be united and work
together to protect the
weakest members of our
society, not start com-
plaining
that vac-
cines are
poisonous
when people
have worked
so hard to
create them
to protect
all of us.”

Mis -
informa-
tion fuels soci-
etal division,
reinforcing

pre-existing
beliefs due to
confirmation

bias and erod-

ing trust. In

fact, previous

exposure to mis-

information  in-
creases the chances
of people believing it ac-
cording to the American
Psychology  Association,
creating a harmful cycle.
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“[Misinformation)] can
potentially break friend-
ships apart if two people
believe  vastly different

things,” Wang said.

“They start argu-
ing, and then they
just split apart if
they refuse to

compromise. In

America right
now, the Repub-
licans and Demo-

D)

26 crats believe vastly

different things. The
whole country is split
apart between two different
views on these issues, [creat-
ing] a lot of partisanship.”
Misinformation, especially
on social media, plays a key
role in shaping public percep-
tion and can often deepen so-
cietal divisions. It fuels mis-
understandings across crucial
issues in everyone’s
daily lives, from
politics to health,
which notes the
importance
of finding trust-
ful sources for
informa-
tion.
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amila Cabello

“I think she has such an in-
sane face card matched with
a lot of talent, [which is]
super attractive!”
Neeharika Kumar (11)
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Gordon Ramsay
“Gordon Ramsay’s creativity
and dedication to his passion
in getting people to meet his

expectations is inspiring.”

Elizabeth Yuan (10)

“He’s handsome and wrote Pia-
no Concerto No. 5 in F minor.
I don’t know why it hasn’t
charted on billboard yet.”
Marina Wiedmann (10)

Aubrey Plaza
“Aubrey is the most gorgeous
person I’ve ever seen — also
the funniest and the most en-

tertaining actor I’ve had the

pleasure of watching.”
Maya Patnaik (12)

Emma Stone
“She’s an absolute multi-
talented queen — [she’s] a
wonderful actress, producer
and singer (everyone should
watch La La Land) and
she’s also beautiful. What’s
not to love?”

Erin Finn (11)

X—1

“When he’s on [screen,] it’s

hard to know if I’'m focused

on his great acting, his terri-

ble dad jokes or his [beauti-
ful] face.”

Maria Medina Dussan (11)

This Spotify playlist is a list of Aragon’s
favorite songs about love and romance. For
the full list, scan the QR code!

Matthew Gray Gubler

Voted Aragon’s favorite
rom-com, “10 Things I Hate

About You” (1999) stars Julia
Stiles as Kat, an aloof feminist,
and Heath Ledger as Patrick, a bad
boy who is bribed to pursue Kat. Initial-
ly rebuffing Patrick’s advances, Kat
1s eventually won over through sere-
nading and paintball. When Kat finds out
Patrick was bribed, she recites the movie’s
titular poem, a list of reasons she both resents and loves
him. The film ends happily as Patrick wins Kat back over
with an earnest speech and Fend-

. er Stratocaster guitar.
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tation, starring Leonard Whiting as
Romeo and Olivia Hussey as Juliet, quickly
became incredibly popular, making over 30
times its budget. In 2023, though, the two
main stars sued Paramount Pictures over

Aragon’s sec-
ond favorite rom-
com is “To All The Boys
I’ve Loved Before,” a 2018 film based
on Jenny Han’s novel. Lara Jean (Lana Condor)
habitually writes love letters to crushes, which
she hides until her younger sister, Kitty, finds
and mails them out. To hide her feelings for
one crush, Lara Jean enters a fake rela-
tionship with a former crush, Peter (Noah
Centineo). Soon, the two actually fall
in love. The film resulted in
two sequels and a spin-
off following Kitty,
titled “XO, Kitty.”

Aragon’s third fa-
vorite rom-com, “La
La Land” (2016) features Ryan
Gosling as Sebastian, a struggling
musician, and Emma Stone as Mia, an
aspiring actress. The two meet and fall
in love while pursuing their dreams, with
Seb working to open his own jazz club and Mia
writing her one-woman play. “La La Land” explores
the fragile balance between maintaining love
and chasing aspirations. It earned six
Oscars, two Grammies and a
variety of other

Based off
of a Japanese novel of the
same name, “I Want to Eat
Your Pancreas” (2018) is a
story about a boy who finds out his
popular classmate is dying from a pan-
creatic illness. She jokes that she wants

to eat his pancreas, hence the name. awards.
The pair become close friends, mak-
ing the ending ever more heart-
breaking. The film grossed $6
million worldwide. “Love Actually”

(2003), set during Christmastime, is an
anthology that follows 10 couples with

unique messages about love. In an en-
semble cast, various characters experi-
ence love in different ways: Mark moves
on from Juliet after she gets married to

broken Portuguese and rocker Bil-

ly confesses to his manager Joe.
It was nominated for the Golden
Globe Award for Best Motion
Picture and remains a classic
rom-com to this day.

miered on Broadway in 1957, fol-
lows the rivalry between the American
Jets and Puerto Rican Sharks, two gangs in
1950s Manhattan. Tony, a former Jet, falls in love
with Maria, the sister of a Shark. Their tragic
love is based off Shakespeare’s play, with vi-
olence between the gangs and Tony dying
in Maria’s arms. West Side Story wo
two Tony Awards in 1958 and
has had two film adaptations
in 1961 and 2021.

cal following an alternative storyline
for Romeo and Juliet had Juliet not taken he
own life in the end. In this new story, Juliet
explores her identity and womanhood in
experiences outside of Romeo as she ventures
out of Verona. The musical premiered in Sep-
tember 2019 at the Manchester Opera House
before moving to the more famous West
End stage and has been recognized by,
the Tony and Laurence Olivi-
er awards.

Lo, Andrew DOIlg, Meilin alleged sexual abuse claiming director

. Franco Zeffirelli coerced them into a
Rife, Darshan Bal, Hannah nude scene despite being underage.
Li, Chloe Chen The pair lost their law-

suit. Yikes!

Surveying: Ellen Li, Leah
Hawkins, Angela Nguyen,
Claire Dong, Eva Ludwig,
Jack He

An early
work of William Shake-
speare’s, Romeo and Juliet was pub-
lished in 1597 and narrated the tragedy
of two lovers from opposing families in
Verona, Italy. After facing the trials of vi-
olence, arranged engagement and exile, Ro-
meo and Juliet poison themselves when their
plan to reunite fails. In the centuries since its
release, it has become one of Shakespeare’s
most famous works, spawning nu-
merous adaptations.

Graphics: Alexa Sterry, Lil-
lian Huang, Audrey Wang

Layout: Alexa Sterry

les and follows students at a Catholic high school,
debuting in 2000. It follows a tragedy framework in

An animated spin on
the classic story, this 2011 film
depicts the love story between Gnomeo
and Juliet, two gnomes from rival gardens
who hide their romance from their families.
Unlike in the original play, the film ends with
a happy ending as Gnomeo and Juliet marry
after being accepted by their families. A box
office smash, the film made over five times its
budget, received nominations for the Annie
Awards and Golden Globes and even
led to a sequel called “Sherlock
Gnomes.”

debuted at the Hudson Theatre in Los Ange-

which the two lovers, Peter and Jason, must hide
their relationship while Jason pursues a popular
girl in an attempt to conform. Upon being
outed, Jason and Peter’s relationship
tragically ends Romeo-and-Juliet
style as Jason overdoses on
drugs and dies.
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Eight going on eighteen: kids getting older younger

Ceylon Liu
FEATURES WRITER

During early 2024, social
media users were inundated
with thousands of parody vid-
eos about the current largest
epidemic: Sephora kids. From
pre-teens to as young as six
years old, young girls around
the country have seemingly
been restoring the economy
through their purchases of
Lululemon leggings, drunk
elephant skincare and Sol de
Janeiro perfume sets.

As the parody videos of
Sephora kids persist, there
are many fingers pointed
at a va-

them,” said junior Evie Stern.
“There’s not really good rep-
resentation for pre-teens and
younger children, so they
just liken themselves to the
adults they see online.”
Parental figures also play
a role in this development.
“[Parents] just want their
kids to like them because
they've been placed in this
situation where they replaced
parenting with friendship, so
they want to keep their kids
happy,” said senior Kasey
Guerra Dorsa. “[Think back
to] when you were really lit-
tle and you really liked your
parents and then when you
become a teenager, you start

riety of to become embarrassed of
sources them. When their kids are
for this  transitioning, one way
plague: [for parents] to
social me- N get [their
dia influenc- N kids] to
ers, parents like
failing to set them
appropriate ey more
boundaries and 7, | or v is to
even other kids all : — 7, support
contribute to an entire @ >  their leap in
generation acting far maturity.”

older than they are. This  de-

“The majority of influ-
encers on social media [are]
in their 20s, and the narra-
tive [online] is only around

sire for many girls to act
older could also stem from
expectations they face at
younger ages.

“There’s more pressure
[on girls] to be beautiful and
mature,” Stern said. “Adults
are always saying that girls
are more mature for their
age, while for boys it's much
more excusable to be chaotic.
I see that with my own little
brother. He’s eight years old,
and all the girls in his class
are kind of expected to be
the role models of the class
while the boys just go feral
and the teachers are like,
‘Oh, he’s eight.”

However, others find
that boys also face simi-
lar expectations.

“[Boys] might experience
[the pressure] to act tough
[and to] not talk about their
feelings because they need to
man up,” said freshman An-
gelie Cruz Pantoja.

With more influencers
recently creating content
aimed at a younger male au-
dience, these strong views
of masculinity may be trans-
ferred to a younger age group
than before.

“Andrew Tate is pushing
a certain aesthetic and a
very specific agenda of what
he thinks that masculinity
should be,” said senior Janak
Bhuta. “These influencers
are in their 30s or 40s, so

they have a lot more life ex-
perience, and they’ve defined
what they want
[masculin-
ity] to be
them-
selves.
But
people
who
are
young-
er that
might
not know
better might
just adopt that
[mindset and] start
practicing that at a
young age.”

With many factors that
play a role in the desire to
be older, many students find
it alarming.

“When [kids] start out
young and they're trying to
act more mature than their
age, ... [they] lose out on
[their] childhood,” said se-
nior Malia Choi. “Childhood
[is a time where] you can
be free to do whatever you
want, and then when you're
older ... you have more re-
sponsibilities. [Kids are now]
missing out on that fun time
when you could just have fun
with your friends.”

However, some find it
hypocritical to judge kids’
responses to the causes.

“We all have annoying
little things we did as
kids at some
point,” Stern

said.  “You
just have
—_to let them
figure

out

their way
through

t he
funky
years
and
grow into

a mature person. There’s
no way to really avoid it. I
don’t think we should cri-
tique kids for that because
they're learning and grow-
ing ... I don't even love kids
that much myself, but it
feels wrong to hate on them
for wanting to buy Drunk
Elephant. They're teen girls
[and] 10-year-old girls.”
With many children hav-
ing the desire to grow older,
the causes of this develop-
ment, including social me-
dia, pressure and expec-
tations go unnoticed and
continue to impact children’s
self-esteem and actions.

Misrepresentation of Palestinian’s suffering in Western media

Jannah Nassef
NEWS WRITER

*This column represents the
opinion of the author.

Ideally, we would like to be-
lieve that the media and news
we watch is objective and unbi-
ased to understand the world
around us. It has become in-
creasingly evident that this is
simply not the case, especially
concerning Western media’s
coverage of Israel’s illegal in-
vasion of Palestine.

The coverage of Israeli at-
tacks on Palestinian fami-
lies, civilians and children
has been biased. The horrific
case of Muhammed Bhar, a
young Palestinian man who
had Down syndrome and au-
tism, and required constant
care from his family, reveals
Western media bias against
Palestinian suffering and
killings. The Israeli military
raided his home on July 3,
2024 and let their militant
dog attack him. They then
locked him in a secluded
room and drove his family
away at gunpoint. His fam-
ily returned to his decaying
body a week later.

Middle East Eye headlined
this, saying “Gaza: Palestin-
ian with Down syndrome
‘left to die’ by Israeli soldiers
after combat dog attack.”
Turkish news network An-
adolu Agency wrote, “Gazan
man with Down’s syndrome
mauled by Israeli army dog,
left to die, family says.” The
BBC headline read “The
lonely death of Gaza man
with Downs syndrome.” In
the BBC’s headline, it was
phrased as if it was an unfor-
tunate turn of events.

Data scientists Dana Najj-
ar and Jan Lietava conducted
a study on the BBC, observ-

ing hundreds of articles post-
ed by the BBC, and noticed
a “systematic disparity in
how Palestinian and Israeli
deaths are treated.” Diction
like “massacre”, “slaughter”
and “murder” were solely
used for Israeli deaths, while
the words “killed” and “died”
were almost always used for
Palestinian deaths. Family
relations, such as “mother”
or “son” were more inclined
to be associated with Israe-
lis rather than Palestinians.
The constant lack of context
and proper coverage reveals
blindspots in reporting by
Western media.

The Israeli government
has repeatedly said that their
goal is to “eliminate terror-
ists,” and Western media re-
peats their claim regarding
“self-defense.” However, that
is not the case.

“[The Israel Defense Forc-
es] would beat people, includ-
ing women ... for being out,”
said Maya, a Palestinian
Muslim with family in the
West Bank. “They’d some-
times shoot people [down)].

[I] would try to sleep, and
[I'd] hear people scream-
ing for their lives. [Some-
times,] they'd break into
houses. They killed one
of my cousins when I
was there. One time,
my mom was trying to
come back from my
uncle’s house, they
[aimed a] sniper at

her in the taxi, and

then threw a smoke
bomb at them.”

Similarly, West-
ern media primarily
reports on Palestine
resistance groups at-
tacks over Israeli as-
saults. The displacement of
Palestinian people by Israeli

violence is downplayed and
normalized with language
that primarily portrays them
as aggressors. A 2003 analy-
sis by media law scholar Su-
san Dente Ross found that in
the two years after Sept. 11,
one-fifth of New York Times
editorials expressed a belief
that both sides were equally
harming innocents while
also disproportionately blam-
ing Palestinians for causing
violence. That pattern has
echoes today.

“As the genocide has been
going on [['ve been] hearing
about news from [my fam-

Use of the
word
massacre” by
the New York
Times in
relation to
Israelis and
Palestinians

Palestinians

ily],” said Yasmeen Sultan,
a Palestinian-Iraqi teenager
who has family in Gaza.
“[I've] been hearing [stories
about] buildings dropping
on them [and] them having
to evacuate their homes and
live in tents, and then hear-
ing that ... as they were hid-
ing out in a school, it got
bombed and some of them
died ... It's constantly por-
trayed, not even just the
media, [but] in school [as
well], as a two-sided thing.
Palestinians are [portrayed
as] terrorists, and that Israel
had to defend themselves ...
Propaganda ... has changed
the way everyone views it,
so now everyone’s scared to
speak about the truth.”
Furthermore, stereotypes
about Palestinians fit neatly
into already established an-
ti-Islam and Arab narratives
preached by Western media,
including  misconceptions
about Islam, especially re-
garding violence.
“Don’t answer violence with
violence,” said Sheikh Ala Al
Deen Al-Bakri, a prominent
Muslim religious leader in
the Bay Area. “Allah said
to push a bad deed with
a good deed, and it shall
push back with good
deeds We should
not whatsoever get in-
volved in violence to
make our points ... we
don't answer wrong
with wrong.”
Muslims are not
allowed to harm
any animals, non-
combatants, use
fire, cut trees, burn
homes or harm ci-
vilians. The only
justification for any
violence is self-defense
initiated by another party

intending to harm or kill as
written in the Quran.

Fight in the cause of Allah
only against those who wage
war against you, but do not
exceed the limits. Allah does
not like transgressors. (Surah
Bagarah, aya 190 “The Cow,
verse 190", “The Quran”)

By bombing hospitals,
cutting off electricity, wa-
ter, food, Israel is implying
that the entire population is
a threat and full of terror-
ists and implicitly calling
all Muslims and Islam itself
a threat. Since Palestine is
a majority Muslim country,
Western media has taken ad-
vantage of the already estab-
lished negative reputation of
Islam and Muslims, and used
it to justify Israel’s actions.

In the end, every nation,
republic, democracy and dic-
tatorship built on racism and
facism will fall. The current
ceasefire would have not
been possible without boy-
cotts, protests and aware-
ness. The Israeli and Ameri-
can governments would not
put as much effort to silence
pro-Palestinian voices if they
did not matter. Western me-
dia would not incorrectly re-
port and cover up the truth
of Palestinian suffering if
their stories were not pow-
erful. Boycott, protest, have
productive and respectful
conversations with oppos-
ing sides, be understanding
and most of all, trust in Al-
lah (The All-Mighty). I leave
with a beautiful quote of the
Quran, which has given me,
and many others, hope in
times of great distress.

Good and evil cannot be
equal. Respond to evil with
what is best, then the one you
are in a feud with will be like
a close friend. (Quran, 41:31)
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ueling opinions: Valentine's Day
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Kyra Hsieh
FEATURES WRITER

The essence of Valentine’s Day is
best captured in the story of its name-
sake, Saint Valentine — a priest who
secretly married couples despite Em-
peror Claudius Gothicus’s decree for-
bidding young men from marrying so
they could be sent to war. Defying the
emperor’s orders, Saint Valentine was
eventually executed. At its core, this is
what Valentine’s Day is about: loving
fearlessly, no matter the circumstances.

Today, Valentine’s Day is often associ-
ated with gifts — love letters, bouquets
of flowers, chocolates and teddy bears.
While some view these traditions as
overly commercialized, the act of giving
is ultimately about expressing care.

“Some people that oppose consumer-
ism say that [Valentine’s Day] was creat-
ed by greeting card companies and com-
panies that sell chocolates and flowers,”
said junior Sevara Saidova. “But if you
think about it like that, then any other
holiday where you give gifts, like Christ-
mas, [can be considered consumerist].”

Besides, the significance of a gift is
not the amount of money that is spent,
but the thought behind it. Senior Jer-
emy Lim highlights the importance of
paying attention to one’s partner and
friends, emanating the core of Valen-
tine’s of caring and showing apprecia-
tion for their loved ones.

“When you're in a relationship and
[your partner| sees something they
really like, you remember that,” Lim
said. “[My girlfriend and I] were shop-
ping at Target together, and she [said]
she really liked these candles, so I'm
planning on getting her that ... She’s
also been sending me videos of people
making their own bouquet of flowers,
so it would be cool to buy some of her
favorite flowers and put in the effort to

actually make a bouquet, versus just
buying a normal bouquet.”

Valentine’s Day has also evolved to
be more inclusive. Historically, main-
stream portrayals of the holiday have
been very heteronormative, with adver-
tisements consisting of the “ideal” het-
erosexual couple and Hallmark cards
that assume pronouns and stereotypes.
However, as societal norms shift, so does
the recognition of diverse relationships.
While there is still progress to be made,
the growing acceptance of queer re-
lationships helps redefine Valen-
tine’s Day as a celebration of
love in all its forms.

Valentine’s Day is the
perfect time to show ap-
preciation not only

to one’s part- < A

ner but also to 7

one’s friends.
Galentine’s Day,
Valentine’s new
sister holiday, is
celebrated a day
earlier than
Valentine’s Day
on Feb. 13. Origi-
nated in 2010 from the
show “Parks and Rec-
reation,” it’s all about
celebrating female
friendships, and can
be an alternative to
Valentine’s Day for
single girls.
Some girls
plan ac-
tivities
with their friends to decorate
cookies, have brunch, make tote bags
or have a tea party. Overall, it cele-
brates a great day of not just romantic
love, but platonic love.

“IMy friends and I] are either go-
ing to be getting together for a meal
or make some type of arts and crafts,
which is a common theme at Galen-
tine’s,” Saidova said.

Valentine’s Day is a wonderful
holiday. Although it may seem like an
over-commercialized holiday to the
misanthropic and cynical viewer, its
heart lies in showing love and care
for loved ones.

o

Zack Li
FEATURES WRITER
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In 2024, the National Retail Founda-
tion estimated that consumers spent
others on Valentine’s Day, making it the
third priciest holiday in the U.S. Mean-
floor high enough?” or “there’s a roman-
tic attraction between my mouth and a

couples’ posts on social

q7 ?2 \ media every Feb. 14.
nally associated with

simple paper cards up

century, Valen-

tine’s Day and

m themes have un-
\_ /o‘ doubtedly been

C -7 watered down
by corporate com-

Valentine’s Day

gets its name from

executed by emper-

or Claudius Il with

Handmade paper

cards sent be-

spired by Saint

&- Valentine’s fare-
signed “Your Valentine” then rose to
become the tokens du jour of the hol-
Hallmark cards and big, flashy gifts
come to mind at the thought of Val-

“So many people value gifts by
their cost ... there are people out
unless it’s expensive,” said sopho-
more Baron Zhang. “I personally love
a show of affection. People have re-
ally started to get the wrong thought

over $14.2 billion for their significant
while, comments such as, “is the fifth
shotgun right now” litter
For a holiday origi-
until the 19th
23
its romantic
mercialization
and the toxic stan-
dards social media
sets for relationships.
a saint and martyr
the same name.
tween lovers in-
well letter before execution
iday; yet nowadays, mass-produced
entine’s Day.
there who won't appreciate your gift
handmade gifts ... [because] it’s truly
[about] why gifts are important.”

Ty

With the average consumer spend-
ing over $185 on Valentine’s Day in 2024,
almost $8 more than the average in the
past five years, the pressure to keep up
with rising spending expectations has
come to impact many.

“I always like to give [my mother]
a little letter explaining what I ap-
preciate about her, and little treats,”
said sophomore Ramon Luna. “[But]
one time I felt a lot of pressure to buy
this really big Squishmallow and I
couldn't afford it. And I felt guilty for
not being able to get it.”

This theme of “proving” love on
Valentine’s Day applies also to social
media, where exposure to only the
positive and desirable side of rela-
tionships creates unrealistic rela-
tionship standards and breeds rela-
tionship status insecurity.

“Social media influences people to
[think that] having a significant oth-
er is just something to flex to other
people,” Zhang said. “A lot of people
get together right before Valentine’s
Day just to have someone to [spend
time with], so they don't feel left out.”

This tension can actually lead to
more breakups than usual; a 2019
survey conducted by YouGov found
around 10% of adults experienced
a breakup on or in the days before
Valentine’s Day, with another 10% re-
porting that they felt lonely on Val-
entine’s Day.

Of course, there is still meaning to
be found in the small, heartfelt ges-
tures undictated by the expectations
of big corporations and online per-
sonas — not all hope is lost for the
holiday about celebrating love. Acts
of kindness, quality time spent with
a loved one and bringing back hand-
written cards are just a few ways ro-
mantics can uphold the spirit of Val-
entine’s Day.
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DOWN
1. Org. that aids veterans with disabilities
2. “Young and Beautiful” singer Lana __ Rey

»

3. Modern meetcute: “Add me on __
4. The kissing disease

5. Funk era dance move: the

6. BTS fanbase nickname

7. Made-over transfer student in 17-Across
8. “Blue hour” Korean boy group

10. Bart Simpson'’s best friend

11. Year with extended Black History Month
15. An ox’s burden

16. What might cause one to exclaim “Olé!”
19. __ before the storm

20. ITZY song about being “cray-cray-crazy in love”

21. Casino machine for triples

22. What the shape of this puzzle might mark
23. Anti-disease federal agency, abbv.

24. Career & CTE coordinator Queenie __

26. Chocolate kisses corporation trading code

27. Hometown of Lil Jon, 2 Chainz or Latto, for short

ACROSS

1. Subject of Rihanna’s “S&M”

5. Unit of power represented by W

9. Long-tongued Spiderman nemesis

11. Mustachioed anti-thneed activist who
spoke for the trees

12. Energy drink brand with flavors “Cosmic
Stardust” or “Kimade”

13. K__ the Frog or H__crab

14. Historic Mormon marital practice

17. Type of earring Regina George forbids
Gretchen Weiners from wearing

18. Word repeated alongside “La-la-la” in Ty-
ler the Creator’s “See You Again”

19.1995 rom-com starring plaid-clad SMHS alum
23. Total mayhem

25. “Tate Speech” or “Joe Rogan Experience” —
examples of __ male podcasts

28. _ deleche

29. What a rooster does best

30. Invisible pattern, according to dad jokes
31. “We’ll chat again soon” in a text
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DOWN

1. Possible answer to “how are babies made?”

2. Word preceding premarried name

3. Brain and spinal cord system, for short

4. What you might skip on YouTube

5. Sara Bareilles hit with misleading name

6. Orange County city Santa __

7. Subagency of the US Dept. of Energy, for short
8. Flowery shade

9. “Rent” ballad: “Light my __”

10. Not just nicer, but the __

11. Crazy chica

13. “That’s the way, son!”: “__boy!”

19. Freudian sense of self-worth

20. Riot Games-run esports tournament, for short
22. Expression of wellbeing that sounds like
multiple choice option

23. Measure of economic health which Califor-
nia alone ranks 5th in, for short

24. “Mr. Blue Sky” group, for short

25. _ pet, friend of Ms. Piggy or the Swedish
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ALEXA STERRY

ACROSS

1. Historical Andean civilization with capital
Cuzco

5. “__haze” by Taylor Swift or “__ Marriages” of
Golden-Age Hollywood

9. Declaration revealing a sin, crime or crush
11. Sung-through Pixar short about volcano love
story

12. Largest and most populated continent

14. Soulmate synonym: “The __”

15. Supernatural substance: __-oplasm

16. Holographic discs that may be played in a
Walkman
17. “Darling,
names

18. Bitter succulent: __ vera

20. Blackpink rapper with solo hit “MONEY”

21. Type of ring that may cost 3 months’ salary
26. “__ , babe!” passive-aggressive Chappell
Roan ballad

27. Genre of 20-Down

» o«

Sweetheart,” or “Honeybear”: __
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Central Cee

Greatness”

Ashley Tsui
FEATURES WRITER

On Jan. 24, British rapper
Central Cee released his first
studio album, “Can’t Rush Great-
ness.” Honoring his nearly
decade-long career and passion
for music with 17 tracks, Central
Cee discusses a variety of per-
sonal topics and even vulner-
ably expresses emotions.

Known for singles like “Load-
ing” and “Day in the Life,” the
rapper's fame reached new
heights in 2023, after “Sprinter,”
a collaboration with British rap-
per Dave, charted at number
one for 10 weeks in the United
Kingdom. With the release of
his premier studio album, Cen-
tral Cee comes back with catchy
and perceptive tracks, yet fails
to make the splash he hoped to.

The first song, “No Introduc-
tion,” starts the album strong,
with a unique instrumental and
lyrics that call out those who
looked down on him before fame
and now try to get his attention.
The flow and overall lyricism are
decent, but it would 've been nice
to see more explosive power or
variety in the vocal tone for the
opener. The instrumental to the
next song, “5 Star” felt similar to
“No Introduction,” beginning an
unfortunate theme of repetition.

The third track, “Gata,” stood
out due to the collaboration with
Young Miko, a Puerto Rican
artist. Most notably, the track
blends Spanish and English and
was executed well. The unique
beat and instrumental compli-
mented both languages well and
similarly, the two vocal tones
blended cohesively together.

“St. Patrick’s” was less inter-
esting with bland lyrics such as
“after the show, go home / don't
trust these **** I ain't tryna have
groupie sex.” The track discuss-
es his negative experiences with
dating and, though an under-
standable message, the aggres-
sive tone and rhythm didn't click.

“GBP” an abbreviation for
the Great British Pound features
rapper 21 Savage, contrasting
United Kingdom and United
States street culture by talking
about the necessity of money.

This song is followed by “Top
Freestyle” and “Up North,”
both showcasing innovative
beats and instrumentals. Both
contrast Central Cee’s child-
hood and current life, but “Up
North” does this on a deeper
level, such as in

“Can’t Rush
literally

back / And they said that I got
the imposter syndrome.”

The next two tracks, “CRG
(feat. Dave)” and “Limitless”, em-
ploy more solemn tones. “CRG”
reflects on both rapper’s pasts
and the difficulties that come
with fame, while “Limitless”
talks about Central Cee’s child-
hood and his desire to support
his family. Both songs express
his vulnerability appropriately,
though it would've been nice to
hear more emotion in his voice.

“Now Were Strangers” and
“Truth In The Lies,” which fea-
tures American rapper Lil Durk,
take Central Cee’s emotional re-
flections another step further.
The songs look back on past re-
lationships and reveal the rapper’s
regrets and the pain of a break up.

This sentimentality is con-
trasted by the next track, “Ten,”
a collaboration with British rap-
per Skepta. The song calls out
gold diggers and slackers and
has a catchy refrain that fea-
tures clever repetition with the
word ten.

This is followed by two previ-
ously released singles, “BAND-
4BAND” and “Gen Z Luv.” The
former features American rap-
per Lil Baby and showcases
both artists’ success and wealth,
while the latter reflects the im-
pact social media can have on
the beginning of relationships.
Both feature catchy lyrics and
captivating instrumentals that
can quickly turn into earworms.

“Walk In Wardrobe” and
“Must Be” bring back the so-
lemnity, talking about the in-
stability of life. With a variety
of emotions showcased, both
songs were insightful, strong-
ly depicting the complexity of
human relationships.

The album closes with “Don't
Know Anymore,” where the rap-
per echoes previous themes of
his difficult childhood and re-
flects on how his life could've
been different, powerfully
bringing the album to an end
and leaving listeners with a can-
did idea of his life experiences.

Overall, there was -clever
wordplay in each song and
strong beats, but it was a bit one
note. While there were a vari-
ety of thoughtful themes and
messages, there was too much
overlap between ideas and not
enough experimentation. There
was also little emotional varia-
tion in his voice and rawness in
the rapper’s vocal tone, overall

earning a
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out of five.

Gemma Albertson
FEATURES WRITER

When one first enters the
Amy Sherald: American Sub-
lime exhibition in the San
Francisco Museum of Mod-
ern Art, they are instantly
greeted by grey faces. Each
of Sherald’s stylistic choices
hold meaning: bright colors,
flat backgrounds, playfully
patterned clothes and grey
skin, as if the race of the sub-
jects has been removed from
the portraits themselves. Af-
ter surveying the entirety of
the exhibit, another stylistic
choice emerges: All of Sher-
ald’s subjects are Black.

This focus on Black por-
traiture began when Sher-
ald noticed the sheer lack of
representation, especially in
more elegant spaces like fine
art, pop culture and other
forms of media, in compari-
son to the violence the Black
community is so often ste-
reotyped to be surrounded
by. Her aim is to depict Black
people in everyday life, where
the Black community has
been so often omitted from.

“ISherald] didn’t see her-
self reflected in portraits that
were showing American his-
tory, and so she seems to be
working to rewrite that nar-
rative,” said museum-goer
Alisha. “Seeing how she’s plac-
ing people in these very nor-
mal American situations, and
drawing on these iconic Amer-
ican figures like cowboys and
beauty queens, that’s really,
really poignant.”

The title of the exhibit,
“Sublime,” refers to something
of excellence and grandeur. By
portraying American history
whilst using Black subjects to
convey a feeling of awe, Sher-
ald relays a clear theme; there
is beauty in America, and so
much of that beauty comes
from Black involvement. Sher-
ald’s focus on Black portrai-
ture in American spaces or
themes isn't to attack history
as we know it — it’s to cel-
ebrate the past through inclu-
sion of Black figures.

“[Sherald is] trying to dera-
cialize, and so sublime seems
like a good word to help people
get in that mindset,” said mu-
seum-goer Randi Wexler. “She
paints for everybody. That's her
desire; to show Black Americans
as just like the rest of us.”

Sherald also focuses on
re-entering Black representa-
tion into American history. At
the beginning of the exhibit
hangs “What’s precious in-
side of him does not care to be
known by the mind in ways

©
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AMY SHERALD: AMERICAN SUBLIME EXIBITION PREVIEW

Truly subhme Amy Sherald

that diminish its presence
(All American).” The portrait
depicts a man in stereotypi-
cally “American” clothes: a
cowboy hat, a collared shirt
patterned like the American
flag, blue jeans and a large
buckle with a horse. Sherald’s
works often feature symbolic
names drawn from poems or
literary works. The words “All
American” at the end of the ti-
tle, as well as the outfit, imply
that this piece is about having
an identity that is often called
into question because it is not
deemed “authentic”.

“[Sherald is] really work-
ing to minimize race as
the focus, and so you see
all these really
beautiful,

vibrant colors and details
that you hone in on where
youre really not thinking
about race,” Alisha said. “It’s
people, it’s humanity .. I
hope everybody can see some
aspect that they can relate to
in the world.”

Further into the exhibit,
one sees another example of
this reintegration of Black
figures into our past. “For
love, and for country” in-
stantly captures one’s atten-
tion with the sheer size of the
painting. It stands at a whop-
ping 123 1/4 x 93 1/8 inches,
taking up the entirety of a
wall. Its power as headliner
of the exhibit is clear.

In the painting, Sherald
reimagines the famous photo
of a soldier kissing a nurse on
V-Day, the end of World War
II, replacing the subjects with
two Black sailors embracing
one another in a loving Kkiss.
With her subject focused style,
Sherald forces the viewer to

acknowledge the censored Af-
rican-American and LGBTQ+
contributions in the war effort.
The two sailors also wear more
modernized forms of a “classic”
sailor outfit, which possibly
alludes to how the change in
times and norms gives way to a
wider coverage of who exactly
makes up our nation.
“ISherald] addresses [race,
gender and sexuality] in a very
interesting way,” said muse-
um-goer Isabelle. “There was
one painting of this man, and
.. the title was, ‘Guide me no
more’. It was a man dressed
in Western colonial clothing
with a boat. [There’s] signifi-
cance [with] slaves being
brought on a ship and
then being represented
in that way ... As much
as we like to think that
race is talked about, it’s
really not.”

Sherald’s paintings
comment on the pres-
ent as well, seen in her

full-body portrait of Bre-
onna Taylor. Sherald dedicated
extreme care into ensuring that
she had encapsulated Taylor’s
personality by frequently speak-
ing with Taylor’s mother. Taylor
stands, with her hand on her
hip and a strong, slightly play-
ful expression on her face. She
wears a long, flowy blue dress
that Sherald had commissioned
from a Black female designer
after hearing of Taylor’s interest
in fashion. While her jewelry is
minimal, Sherald made sure to
include an engagement ring on
her finger, as a symbol of the
love Taylor shared with her part-
ner, Kenneth Walker, and what
could have been had the past
played out in a better way.

Through the painting of Bre-
onna Taylor, one is able to see
just how much love Sherald puts
into her works. Each piece has a
message to be shared, which is
carried both through the paint-
ing itself, and the highly sym-
bolic titles. All in all, the Amy
Sherald: American Sublime ex-
hibit was a beautiful one. Every
single piece carried a story with
it, and it was fascinating to see
the character of each subject
drawn out through clothing and
subtle expressions. Sherald’s
opinions and sentiments are
infused into each piece as well,
which makes for a fascinating
experience as one tries to under-
stand the meaning behind the
pieces. I can say, with a resound-
ing “yes,” that this exhibit was
worth seeing.

OUR OUTLOOK
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Ohio State crowned college football champs over Notre Dame

Adya Tewari
SPORTS WRITER

On Jan. 20th, the eighth-
seeded Ohio State Buckeyes
(13-2) clinched the 2025 college
football national champion-
ship by winning 34-23 against
the seventh-seeded Notre
Dame Fighting Irish.

The Buckeyes won their
last national title at the end
of the 2014 season, in the first
year of the four-team playoff.
Their latest championship
comes during the inaugural
12-team playoff.

Before the title game, Ohio
State defeated the 9th-seeded
Tennessee, followed by the
first-seeded Oregon and the
fifth-seeded Texas. Ohio State
lost to Oregon earlier in the
season, with the playoffs giv-
ing them a way to avenge that
loss. The Irish defeated the
10th-seeded Indiana in the first
round, followed by the second-
seeded Georgia and the sixth-
seeded Penn State.

The new twelve-team play-
off format became the subject
of critics. Many questioned the
automatic bye given to the four
conference champions, point-
ing out that all four of the teams
with a bye lost.

“All the teams that got the
bye [week], they all lost,” said
senior Ian Chang. “I don't think
it's a good system, but I think
they're going to change it.”

Others commented on how
the bye week might take away
the edge that the higher-ranked
teams have.

“The best way to practice is
in-game, you can't practice for
actual game day conditions,”

said sophomore Alexander
Hernandez. “So by giving
these teams a bye, they were
set up for failure.”

In addition to the con-
ference champions being
eliminated, many critics
were concerned with the
amount of blowouts.

“Ifeel like they should
take into consideration
the strength of sched-
ule,” Hernandez
said. “More [Asso-
ciated Press] rank
wins, stronger
opponents.
You can have
a good un-
defeated
record,
but if it’s
against
weaker
oppo-
nents
that

doesn't really
equate to a nine and three
record of AP ranked teams.”
Both Ohio State and Notre
Dame played impressively in the
championship game. In a domi-
nant first drive, Notre Dame
went for 75 yards in 18 plays,
converting two fourth downs.
One key player was Riley Leon-
ard, Notre Dame’s quarterback,
with nine carries and a rushing
touchdown in the first drive.
“Ohio State’s defense was get-
ting exposed on Notre Dame’s
opening drive because they ran
the same thing on both fourth
downs and Ohio State still
couldn't stop it,” said sophomore
Taylor Workman. “Having nine

carries in a single drive as a
quarterback is crazy.”
Following Notre Dame’s
opening touchdown, Ohio State
scored three touchdowns on
three consecutive drives,
with two receiving
touchdowns by Jer-
emiah Smith
and Quin-
shon Jud-
kins and a

rushing
touchdown
by Judkins to fin-
ish off the half.

One notable player in the
first half of Ohio State’s offense
was their quarterback, Will
Howard. He completed 13 con-
secutive passes in the first half,
setting a record for the national
championship game.

“I think he completed 14 out
of 15 passes in the first half,
which is really hard to do as
a quarterback, especially in a

national championship game,”
said junior Javier Del Rio. “He
hasn't really had the opportu-
nity to throw the ball much
until the playoffs, where the
pressure was all on him, and
he did really well.”

The Buckeyes continued
their momentum in the second
half, scoring on the opening
drive with Judkins’ 70-yard run
and rushing touchdown, bring-
ing the score up
to 28-7.

In the next
drive, the Irish
turned over
the ball on
downs after a
fake punt that
ended in an in-
complete pass.
The Buckeyes
were stopped

short of a
touchdown on this

drive, settling for
a field goal to bring
the lead up to 31-7.

On Notre Dame’s

next possession, Jaden
Greathouse scored a 34-
yard receiving touchdown.

Following Greathouse’s
touchdown, the Irish con-
verted for two points, reduc-
ing the gap to 16 points.

“Greathouse really got their
momentum going with the
touchdown in the second half”
Workman said. “Their offense
was making explosive plays and
Ohio State’s defense was strug-
gling to stop it.”

The Buckeyes continued to
struggle scoring touchdowns
after the opening drive in the
second half with wide receiver
Emeka Egbuka fumbling the

ball around Notre Dame’s 20-
yard line. This allowed Notre
Dame to gain the ball back,
however they came up with no
score after a missed field goal
on fourth and goal at the 9-yard
line with about nine-and-a-half
minutes left in the game. This
left the Irish in a 16-point deficit.

“They should have gone for
it because that was their only
chance,” Chang said. “The missed
field goal was the final nail in the
coffin for Notre Dame.”

Ohio State was forced to punt
on their possession, allowing the
Irish to have the ball back. Great-
house scored again, this time a
30-yard receiving touchdown.
The Irish went for two and got it,
bringing the score to 31-23.

The Buckeyes bounced back
however, with Will Howard
completing a 56-yard pass to
Jeremiah Smith on third-and-11,
who was brought down around
Notre Dame’s 10-yard line.
Smith’s catch secured the win
for the Buckeyes with around
two minutes left in the game, al-
lowing them to make a field goal
and widen their lead to 11 points
with around 30 seconds left.

While it may need some refor-
matting to make it more fair, the
expansion of the playoffs allows
for a wider variety of champions
that truly reflects the best team
in college football.

In the 2025 season, teams like
Ohio State and Georgia look to
face significant losses with se-
niors graduating and athletes
entering the transfer portal.
However, they are still expected
to be main contenders for a na-
tional title next year, along with
teams like Texas, Penn State,
Notre Dame and Oregon.

Opinion: should athletes go where the money goes?

Claire Qi
SPORTS WRITER

athletes generally retire at around age
34, with careers usually not lasting

has played for a record 14 teams. It is the
norm to play for more than one team and

can only get profitable contracts if they
demonstrate great performances.

longer than 10 years.

In 2022, Cristiano Ronaldo signed a
contract with Saudi Arabia that would
pay him approximately $213 million per
year in salary. Recently, that contract
was extended to expire in the summer
of 2026. In terms of yearly salary, Ron-
aldo’s with Saudi Arabia is the high-
est in sports history. However, before
Saudi Arabia, Ronaldo was primar-
ily a European player, playing with
Manchester United, Real Madrid
and others.

The issue of loyalty and
whether to stay on the same
team or go to a different one
for a higher salary has
always been a controver-
sial issue. While it’s nice
to stay with your team,
many  athletes are
tempted by the poten-
tial of higher income
or better leagues. To
further that issue,
some athletes choose
to play for a different
nation for the sake of com-
peting at a higher level or getting bet-
ter pay.

The truth is that no athletes should
be condemned for leaving their teams
for profit or even for leaving the coun-
try. As professional athletes, there is a
right to choose what leagues or teams
they play for.

Additionally, for most athletes, in-
come is one of the highest priorities
because athletes have a shorter career
compared to just about any other job.
An injury can mean the end of their
whole career. Even without an injury,

cal

tended family.”

tional Basketball

Football League quar-

While athletes usually have a high-
er annual salary than some pro-
fessions, they have to re-
tire earlier than most
professions. If an

athlete didn’t have
enough income when
they were active, retire-
ment life can be hard, es-
pecially if they need to
support their family.
“For instance ... a
teacher needs to get
as much pay as they
can because they
have to pay [for]
mortgages
kids,” said physi-

teacher
Brown. “It’s the same
for [athletes]. Now they
have a lot of money, [but] they
have the same needs that we
all have in that they have fami-
lies that they have to provide
for, and that may be an ex-

Changing teams is also
very common. The average Na-
Association
player plays for 251 different
teams over the span of
their career. National

terback Josh Johnson

only 67 NBA athletes out of around 4,800
have ever played for the same team for
the entire span of their career.
Those who believe athletes
should stay loyal to their origi-
nal teams state the emergence
of professional athletes who play
not for the game but for profit
as a reason. They are afraid
that the magic of
sports will

be ruined by
athletes who
compete not to im-
prove, but for money.
“If you're just doing it,
like Ronaldo, just so you
can get more money,
like hundreds of mil-
lions,” said sopho-
more Noah Prasso.
“He already has
enough, then I
think that’s
unneces-
sary, and
he should
just go
for a
team
where
he’ll have
a better fan
base.”

and

education
Linda

This, however, is
not a valid reason be-
cause even if athletes
play for money, they

An example of a situation in which
playing for a different country would
be completely acceptable is in case of
the Olympics. During the 2024 Paris
Olympics, despite playing for the San
Antonio Spurs in the NBA, Victor Wem-
banyama played for the French team.

“I don’t see a problem ... that you go
somewhere else and say, ‘Hey, I'd like
to play for you,” Brown said. “If you're
not the best in your country, especially
if [that athlete] has dual nationality.”

Representing a different country
in the Olympics is a good idea when
the country an athlete is especially
good at the sport they play. Instead
of being unable to get into the top
few, that athlete can play for a dif-
ferent nation, both improving the
nation’s results and being able to

participate in the Olympics.

Despite inciting some concerns,
the transfer of athletes between
teams or nations in the pursuit
of profit and a higher level of
playing is reasonable and even
beneficial. Athletes who change
teams do not harm the profes-
sional sports world in any way
and deserve to be recognized
for their excellent skills and
allowed to earn more as well

as play in better leagues.

It is troubling that any-
one would condemn ath-
letes for wanting a higher

salary when everyone else

has that desire and acts on it.
A professional athlete is justified to
play for whichever team they want,
regardless of whether they stay “loy-
al” to original teams.
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Aragon badminton finished last season with an impressive 10-2 record in the
Peninsula Athletic League Bay Division, placing second right behind Carlmont.

This year Aragon’s badminton season is kicking off with a new head coach,
Christopher Zografos. No stranger to the coaching scene and the Don com-
munity, Zografos coached baseball, basketball, volleyball and most recently
Aragon football, before taking on badminton. While badminton is something
new for him, he is eager to help out the players alongside other coaches.

“[’'m] lucky to have a good staff with me: returning coaches from last year,”
Zografos said. “My main goal is to help the students in any possible way I can
help, making sure things are in order for them to have a smooth, fun, suc-
cessful season.”

In the lead-up to this season, former players have been working outside
to prepare.

“Since summer and until now, I've been signed up for club [badminton],”
said junior Kevin Ho. “I've been playing a lot after a recommendation from a

Sora Mizutani
SPORTS WRITER

As the season begins for badminton, Zografos plans (
to make conditioning an integral part of the team.

“Coming from football background and other sports
background, when it comes to certain techniques I'm
lucky to have a great staff with me,” Zografos said.
“We're trying to make things fun, try to make
things competitive, and try to get the heart
pumping and get some running in always.
[This is] because I always believe whatever
sport it is, if you're in the best shape, you
always have a chance.” F

Technical goals aside, Zografos
also wants to improve overall
team connection.

“I really want the kids to have a
great experience this season,” Zografos
said. “I want them to be able to help
each other ... My goal is to see the
team camaraderie, to continue to
build for freshmen, to be able
to lean on seniors ... culture
wise, and ... every day just
get 1% better.”

former teammate, and it’s helped out a lot since. I've improved a lot, according

to some of < my other currentteammates.”

The team’s first
league match will

Another former player who went undefeated in the district has  be 3 home game
been work- ing non-stop. against  Hills-

“Training is usually two to three hours, two to three times a week,”  Jale on March
said  junior William Ye. “[In the drills,] we restrict ourselves from do- ¢ at 4 p.m. i
ing certain shots so we focus on other ones.” \

(

year with big goals.

ter results this season.

§ “We underperformed with the talent we had,” said senior

been better than that.”

Quinn Shirley
SPORTS WRITER

Aragon girls softball heads into their upcoming season
off of an outstanding performance last year, ending with
a Central Coast Section championship win and a record of
(7-7) in league and (15-13-1) overall.

Last year’s success came after a rough start to the sea-
son, but after turning it around, the team went on to blow
away expectations in the playoffs.

“The season started off kind of rocky,” said junior Des-
tiny Garcia. “But towards the end, we started focusing a
lot more, which led us to a CCS victory.”

They head into this year with a clean slate and a very
different team, having no seniors on the roster.

“[We're] really young,” said sophomore Taylor Workman.
“There’s a lot of freshmen, we graduated six seniors last
year, so the varsity team’s gonna look a lot different but
that’s gonna give us a chance to build the program for the
next couple years.”

Despite the lack of upperclassmen on the team, Work-
man feels confident in the talent they do have returning.

“Overall, our ability to play catch seems like it’s better
than last year,” Workman said. “We have pitchers this year,

BASEBALL

Quinn Shirley
SPORTS WRITER

Ending last year’s season with a record of 15-1Meyerall
and 9-5 in league, the Dons baseball team head into the néw

Despite having a winning record, the team was under-
whelmed with their performance last year, hoping for bet-

Senior pitcher Josh Jacobs, who committed to play col-
lege baseball at Claremont McKenna, attributed last year’s
rough season to the lack of experience on the field.

“We had a lot of juniors that were playing and starting,
and we only had a few seniors,” Jacobs said. “Majority of our
team were juniors that didn’t have any varsity experience.”

However, he feels that will translate to a stronger perfor-
mance this season, as many of the players now have a year
of experience under their belts.

“We have the experience and we have the talent again
this year to be able to go far in whatever [Central Coast
Section] division we are in and [the Peninsula Athletic]
League,” Jacobs said.

Kane agreed, having high hopes for this season.

“We should win the league,” Kane said. “Hopefully go
far in CCS, but definitely to win the league is our number
one goal.”

The Dons’ strong returning talent, especially on the
pitching mound, will prove to be a valuable asset in achiev-
g this feat.

“Ounidefense is really good, pitching and in the field,” Ja-
cobs said, “Oumgpitching has stayed the same, and we have
a few new guys that%@am,contribute, but the main guys are

the same.”
pitcher Dalton Kane, “We weren't a bad team at all, we were Offense is a different story, as it-Hasgbeen unpredictable
third overall in the league and I thought we should have in the past.

“Hitting, historically, has been kind of up and“déwm;.
Kane said, “It’s hard to tell because it’s only been a few days
and we don’t know where we are yet.”

The game to win will be the team’s yearly matchup against
Carlmont High School, a top competitor for the Dons.

“Carlmont is our biggest rival,” Jacobs said, “We play
them once instead of our usual two game series so it’s a lot
more tense so I am hoping that we ... really dominate.”

The baseball team will play its home opener on Feb. 20
against Archbishop Riordan at 4 p.m.

last year we didn't have any coming in, so
that’s also a strength.”

Garcia is also feeling optimistic as she
has already seen an improvement in areas
the team struggled with last season.

“The strengths of the team are communication
and hitting,” Garcia said. "Our communication last
year was kind of off a little bit, and our hitting this
year is really good.”

Like Workman, Garcia sees this year as one of
building and development, as they navigate having
only three upperclassmen on the team.

“One goal is building up the new talent,” Garcia
said. “We're good, but everyone can always be bet-
ter ... so we are working with the younger girls and
building them up.”

This player development has already started in
practice, as the team is beginning to prepare for their
first game.

“Usually we start with a throwing drill,” Work-
man said. "Then after that we go into infield and
outfield where we take ground balls and fly balls,
and then sometimes we will take live at bats.”

A big game for the Dons this season will be
their match against Kings Academy, where they
will face a pitcher committed to playing Divi-
sion One softball in college. In the meantime,
they will prepare for their first game on Feb. 18
against Mercy at 3:30 p.m.

P
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Aragon’s track and field program was on the cusp
of greatness last year, falling just short of their goals
to win Peninsula Athletic League championships on
both the boys varsity and girls varsity teams. While
the boys won the PAL championship, the girls cap-
tured the Bay Division crown but fell just short of
the PAL title.

As they reload for the 2025 season they look to fill
some of the gaps that were left by graduating seniors
last year. With the addition of a new coach to the staff
and the return of a few key athletes from last year, the
Dons enter the season with high aspirations.

“We're striving to win the championship in all di-
visions,” said head coach Greg Alvarado. “The goal
is to repeat for the boys and regain for the girls.”

This goal seems in reach for the Dons, as the pro-
gram has been dominant in the past half-decade.

The varsity boys team has won the PAL crown in
three out of the past four years and the varsity girls
team has won the PAL crown in two of the past five
years. Their last program sweep of the PAL meet was
in 2021.

Many of the athletes within the program contrib-
ute their recent success to the tight-knit community
nature of the program.

“A lot of my teammates are my friends,” said se-
nior hurdler Marcus Rife. "We all compete and push
each other.”

This community of people all striving to do their
best has been crucial in continuing the winning leg-
acy of the program as older athletes within the pro-
gram look forward to seeing the younger athletes
develop over time.

“I'm looking forward to seeing the younger ath-
letes succeed and see their dreams,” said senior pole
vaulter Fernanda Aceituno. “I want to see people fall
in love with the sport like I did.”

The selflessness and closeness within a sport
like track and field may be surprising to some, as
it may seem like an individual sport. In actuality,
each athlete works individually towards a common
team goal and every member of the community is
extremely important.

The Dons will look to test their preparations in
a home scrimmage against Woodside on Feb. 25 at
3 p.m.

:

Sora Mizutani
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Last year, Aragon boys tennis had a season to be
remembered by winning the league championship for
the first time in 20 years, sweeping the league 14-0.

Head coach Dave Owdom sees this year as prom-
ising as well, with the team losing only one starter
from last year.

“Our strength [for this year’s team] is [that] ... we
basically have everybody back,” Owdom said. “So, if
they stay healthy, we should have a good season. I
could put all three of my doubles last year together
again this year [and] I have all my one, two, three
singles back and only lost number four.”

Junior Darrin O’Brien also sees a lot of advan-
tage in the transition from last year’s team.

“Most of our team are juniors and seniors, and
we have played for almost all three, four years al-

co
their en
According
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With the arrival of spring sports, the swim season is
officially underway, as coaches and athletes are prepar-
ing for a season of competition and growth. While the
rst meet of the year is not until March, swimmers
een in the pool since Feb. 3, working to
ith new teammates and rebuilding

this season is unlike any
“This is the largest sign-up number
that we've ever had,’

Barthold said.

ready, so we have lots of experience,” O’Brien said.
“We know how it goes, and we also know how most
of what other teams will be playing like and what
the level is.”

The team is not resuming from where they end-
ed last year, as senior Akbar Beg, who went to the
round Central Coast Section Individuals
last year, has putin more work since then.

“I've gotten better ear,” Beg said. “A lot
of it is on footwork, mostly beca it’'s about effi-
ciency. [In addition,] I've been trying to fo On
consistency and a lot of emotional control beca
that’s really important: your mental strength.”

This year’s goal for the team is to repeat what
they accomplished last year.

“We have the talent,” Owdom said. “Teams are
all going to be good, and they're all going to be
shooting after us. Boys tennis has gone to CCS for
... the last 12 to 13 years. So that’s always a goal:
making the tournament. And then I have a couple
of individuals that I'm hoping will go on to get the
CCS individuals and Akbar Beg last year won the
singles title in our league, so to see him repeat that
[is a goal].”

The first league match is away against Hillsdale
on Feb. 25 at 4 p.m.

in the number of swimmers is certainly exciting, it also requires
agement of pool time by coaches, as well as the conditioning
ers in preparation for the upcoming season.

on their technique,” Barthold said. “The challenge is if
ming then we have to get them ready in basically a

)

they haven't been s
month'’s time.”
Despite having los
in their ability to ste
dynamic as last year.
“Last year a lot o
knew when to ta
McLintock. “T’

any key seniors, the returning athletes are confident
to leadership roles and maintain the same strong team

ople were willing to take on leadership roles, but they also
step back and help other people step up,” said senior Keira
etty confident that the seniors this year will be able to fill that
not only team spirit but also our scores.”
g forward, the team is focused on two key aspects: confidence
and commitment.
“Something we can improve on from last year is having everyone be more con-
fident in swimming in all of the events and making sure we have enough people
»' L in each event at the meets,” said junior Lily Anagnoson.
. , Along with building confidence, Barthold emphasized the impor-
“» s " tance of dedication.
* % . “The biggest thing we need to work on is commitment,” Barthold
‘e %y . said. “I don't expect them to be the fastest in the world, I just want
__ them to be the fastest they can be. And that takes commitment.”
. With the first meet set for March 7 hosting Carlmont, the team
continues to work hard in the pool, hoping to kick off the season
with a win.

Bill Barthold,
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Nbwinazed by wroily conches

”";/e)

6-2 in PAL Bay
division; co-captain

T4 % 2)

2nd highest scorer in
PAL Ocean division

“He is very dedicated
to wrestling. He values
technique and puts in
a lot of work with the
team ... [as well as]
spends a lot of time
improving off-

“He loves the lights
and the competitive
parts of the game.
He's a big time scorer
who scores at all three
levels. He's matured a
lot and does what he

season.” needs to do to help his
-Nyla Garrick (11) team win.
-Hosea Patton, varsity
head coach
; ’
Seccer Daoketénll

10 goals, 11 assists in
16 games; co-captain

118 points scored in
season; captain
“She is a versatile

player where she can
play a shooting guard

“He is the type of
player to never stop
working. The minute

he steps on the field Leading scorer; 2x All- or a forward. She is
there is nothing on his League First Team the true definition of a
mind but soccer. That teammate, puts others
infectious mindset “She is a tireless worker before her and builds

doesn't just define him who leads by example and others up.”

as a player, it solidifies you can tell she enjoys -Kristie Hala'ufia, varsity
him as a leader.” playing the game of soccer head coach

-Charlie Birkelund (12) because she always has a

smile on her face.”
-Michael Flynn, varsity head
coach



