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2Q� -DQ�� Ɩƞ�� 7LN7RN� ZDV� UHPRYHG�

IURP� $SSOHńV� $SS� 6WRUH� DQG� *RRJOHńV�
3OD\�6WRUH��SDXVLQJ�LWV�VHUYLFHV��0DQ\�
XVHUV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZHUH�ZRUULHG�
DERXW�ZKDW�PD\�KDSSHQ�WR�WKH�DSS�DQG�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�VXUURXQGLQJ�LW�

ņ,� XVH� LW� DOO� GD\�Ň� VDLG� VRSKRPRUH�
0DGLVVHQ�YDQ�/LQJHQ��ņ,�RSHQ�P\�SKRQH�
DQG�P\�ŭQJHU�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�RSHQV�7LN-
7RN��:KHQ� ,� JR� KRPH�� ,� JR� ŃRK� ,� KDYH�
KRPHZRUNń�DQG�WKHQ�,�MXVW�VFUROO�7LN7RN�
IRU�WKUHH�KRXUV�Ň

7LN7RN�� ODXQFKHG� LQ�ƗƕƖƜ�E\�&KLQHVH�
FRPSDQ\� %\WH'DQFH� DV� D� VKRUW�IRUP�
FRQWHQW�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SODWIRUP��KDV�IDFHG�
LQWHQVH� VFUXWLQ\� IURP� WKH� 8�6�� JRYHUQ-
PHQW��,Q�-XQH�ƗƕƗƗ��FRQFHUQV�DERXW�7LN-
7RN� HPSOR\HHV� OHDNLQJ� SHUVRQDO� GDWD�
ZHUH�UDLVHG��SURPSWLQJ�QDWLRQDO�VHFXULW\�
FRQFHUQV�� DQG� ZRUU\LQJ� 8�6�� ODZPDN-
HUV��ZKR�EHOLHYHG�&KLQHVH�RůFLDOV�PD\�
EH�VWHDOLQJ�8�6��XVHU�GDWD��'HVSLWH�WKHVH�
FRQFHUQV��VRPH�XVHUV�UHPDLQ�LQGLŬHUHQW�

ņ2XU� GDWD� JHWV� VWROHQ� HYHU\� GD\� E\�
WKH� $PHULFDQ� JRYHUQPHQW� DQG� HYHU\-
RQH�LQ�JHQHUDO��VR�,�GRQńW�UHDOO\�FDUH�WR�
EH�KRQHVW�Ň�YDQ�/LQJHQ�VDLG�

,Q� UHVSRQVH� WR�ZRUULHV� DERXW� SULYD-
F\�UDLVHG� LQ�ƗƕƗƗ��D�ELOO� WR�EDQ�7LN7RN�
JDLQHG� WUDFWLRQ� LQ� &RQJUHVV� LQ�0DUFK�
ƗƕƗƙ�� VSDUNLQJ� SXEOLF� RXWUDJH�� 0DQ\�
$PHULFDQV� ŮRRGHG� FRQJUHVVLRQDO� RI-
ŭFHV�ZLWK�FDOOV�WR�RSSRVH�WKH�EDQ��8OWL-
PDWHO\��LQ�$SULO�ƗƕƗƙ��IRUPHU�3UHVLGHQW�
-RH�%LGHQ�RůFLDOO\�VLJQHG�WKH�ELOO�VWDW-
LQJ�WKDW�%\WH'DQFH�KDG�QLQH�PRQWKV�WR�
VHOO�7LN7RN�WR�D�8�6��RZQHU�RU�IDFH�WKH�
ULVN�RI�EHLQJ�EDQQHG��7KLV�QLQH�PRQWK�
GHDGOLQH�HQGHG�RQ�-DQ��Ɩƞ��FDXVLQJ�7LN-
7RN�WR�EH�WHPSRUDULO\�VKXW�GRZQ�

2Q� -DQ�� Ɨƕ��3UHVLGHQW�'RQDOG�7UXPS�
WRRN�RůFH�DQG�VLJQHG�DQ�H[HFXWLYH�RUGHU�
SRVWSRQLQJ�WKH�7LN7RN�EDQ�E\�Ɯƚ�GD\V��
PDNLQJ�WKH�QHZ�GHDGOLQH�$SULO�ƚ��+H�
VXJJHVWHG�PDNLQJ�7LN7RN�LQWR�D�MRLQW�
YHQWXUH��ZLWK�WKH�8�6��RZQLQJ�DW�OHDVW�
ƚƕ��RI�WKH�FRPSDQ\��7KLV�RUGHU�ZDV�D�
VLJQLŭFDQW�VKLŶ�IURP�KLV�HDUOLHU�VWDQFH�
RI�VXSSRUWLQJ�D�EDQ�RI�WKH�DSS�LQ�ƗƕƗƕ�

(YHQ�ZLWK�7LN7RN�JRLQJ�GDUN�IRU�
OHVV�WKDQ�D�GD\��VRPH�VWXGHQWV�IHOW�
JUHDWO\�DŬHFWHG�

ņ6RPH� RI� P\� IULHQGV� ZHUH� JHQX-
LQHO\� GHYDVWDWHG�Ň� VDLG� MXQLRU�
+D\GHQ� +D�� ņ3HUVRQ-
DOO\�� ,� GR� WKLQN� LW� PDW-
WHUV�TXLWH�D�ELW��EXW�,�GRQ
W�
WKLQN� WKDW� SHRSOH� ZHUH�
UHDFWLQJ� LQ� D� YHU\� IDLU�
ZD\��,�VDZ�D�UHHO�RQ�,QV-
WDJUDP�WKDW�ZDV�OLNH�ŃWKLV�
LV� WKH�ZRUVW� GHFLVLRQ� WKH�
$PHULFDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�KDV�
HYHU� PDGH�ń� ZKLFK� LV� MXVW�
QRW�WUXH�FRQVLGHULQJ�DOO�RI�
KLVWRU\�� ,W� PDNHV�
QR� VHQVH� WR� VD\�
WKDW� DQG� SHRSOH�
DUH� EORZLQJ� WKLV�
RXW�RI�SURSRUWLRQ��

6WXGHQWV� VKDUH�
+DńV�VHQWLPHQWV�
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6WDUWLQJ� RQ� -DQ�� Ɯ�� ZLOGŭUHV� URDUHG�

DFURVV� WKH�/RV�$QJHOHV�DUHD�� IXHOHG�E\�
SRZHUIXO�ZLQGV�DQG�GU\�FRQGLWLRQV��7KH�
ŭUHV� GHVWUR\HG� DW� OHDVW� Ɩƛ�ƕƕƕ� VWUXF-
WXUHV��ƙƕ�ƕƕƕ�DFUHV�DQG� ODVWHG�Ɨƙ�GD\V�
EHIRUH�IXOO�FRQWDLQPHQW��NLOOLQJ�DW�OHDVW�
Ɨƞ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�SURFHVV��0XOWLSOH�ŭUHV�
UDJHG�� PRVW� QRWDEO\� LQ� WKH� 3DOLVDGHV��
(DWRQ�DQG�+XUVW��7KH�3DOLVDGHV�DQG�(D-
WRQ�ŭUHV�DUH�VRPH�RI�WKH�PRVW�GHVWUXF-
WLYH�ŭUHV�LQ�&DOLIRUQLDńV�KLVWRU\��

CAUSES
7KH� 6DQWD� $QD� ZLQGV�� ZKLFK� EORZ�

VWURQJ�DQG�GU\�ZLQGV�WKURXJK�FRDVWDO�
6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQG�QRUWKHUQ�%DMD�
&DOLIRUQLD� DQQXDOO\�� KDYH� VSHHGV� WKDW�
FDQ�JR�XS�WR�Ɩƕƕ�PLOHV�SHU�KRXU��

ņ:KHQ� WKDW�ZLQG� KDSSHQV�� LW
V� YHU\�
GU\��VR�WKHUH
V�QR�KXPLGLW\�RU�PRLVWXUH�
LQ� WKH� DLU�Ň� VDLG�0LFKDHO� /DPEUHFKWV��
&DSWDLQ� 3DUDPHGLF� DW� WKH� :RRGVLGH�
)LUH�'HSDUWPHQW��ņ$QG�WKHQ��LI�WKH�ŭUH�
LV�EHLQJ�SXVKHG�E\�>YHU\�VWURQJ@�ZLQGV��
WKLQN�RI�LW�DV�D�EORZWRUFK��7KDW�LV�ZKDW�
0RWKHU�1DWXUH�KDV�FUHDWHG�HVVHQWLDOO\��
D�ELJ��JLDQW�EORZ�WRUFK�Ň

%HVLGHV�WKH�DQQXDO�6DQWD�$QD�ZLQG-
VWRUP��JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�DOVR�FRQWULEXW-
HG�WR�WKH�VHYHULW\�RI�WKH�ŭUHV�

ņ:H
UH� MXVW� VHHLQJ� WKH� UHVXOW� RI� FOL-
PDWH� FKDQJH�Ň� VDLG� (QJOLVK� WHDFKHU�
*HQHYLHYH� 6FKZDUW]�� ņ,� GRQ
W� UHPHP-
EHU� WKHUH� EHLQJ� WKLV� OHYHO� RI� ZLOGŭUH�
H[SHULHQFH��,W
V�UHDOO\�FKDQJHG�RYHU�WKH�
\HDUV��DQG�LW
V�EHFRPH�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�

GUDVWLF��PRUH�IUHTXHQW�DQG�PRUH�GDP-
DJLQJ�WKDQ�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�D�NLG�JURZLQJ�
XS�LQ�WKH�ƝƕV�GRZQ�WKHUH�LQ�/$�Ň

EFFECTS
-XQLRU� <DVPLQH� 6DQWLQL� IURP�

3DOLVDGHV� &KDUWHU� +LJK� 6FKRRO� ILUVW�
IRXQG�RXW� DERXW� WKH� ILUHV� WKH�PRUQ-
LQJ�WKH\�VWDUWHG��

ņ,�ZRNH�XS��DQG�P\�GDG�UXVKHG�LQWR�
P\�URRP�DQG�WROG�PH�WKDW�WKHUH�ZHUH�
ŭUHV� LQ� WKH� 3DOLVDGHV� DQG� WKDW� HYHU\-
RQH�KDG�WR�HYDFXDWH�Ň�6DQWLQL�VDLG��ņ6R�
,� LPPHGLDWHO\� WH[WHG� DOO� P\� IULHQGV�
WKDW�,�NQHZ�WKDW�OLYHG�LQ�WKH�DUHD��DQG�
WKHQ�ZH�VWDUWHG�WR�SUHSDUH�WR�OHDYH�P\�
KRXVHŌ�+RQHVWO\��LW�ZDV�UHDOO\�VFDU\�Ň

7KHLU� IDPLO\� HYDFXDWHG� ODWHU� WKDW� DI-
WHUQRRQ�DQG�VWD\HG�DW�D�KRWHO�IRU�D�OLWWOH�
RYHU�WZR�ZHHNV��

ņ0\�KRXVH�LV�ŭQH��EXW�WKHUH
V�D�ORW�RI�
GDPDJH�IURP�WKH�VPRNH�Ň�6DQWLQL�VDLG��
ņ:H� KDG� WR� UHSODFH� D� ORW� RI� IXUQLWXUH�
DQG�VWXŬ�RXWVLGH��2XU�SRRO�LV�FRPSOHWH-
O\�FRQWDPLQDWHG��:H�KDYH�DLU�SXULŭHUV�
LQ�HYHU\�URRP��,W
V�QRW�WKH�VDPH��EXW�,
P�
JODG�WR�EH�KRPH�Ň

3DOLVDGHV� &KDUWHU� +LJK� 6FKRRO� ZDV�
EXUQW� E\� WKH�ŭUHV�� GHVWUR\LQJ�SDUWV� RI�
LW� DQG� OHDYLQJ� WKH� VWXGHQWV� XQDEOH� WR�
UHWXUQ� WR� VFKRRO�� 7KH� VFKRRO� KDV�� DV� D�
UHVXOW��WUDQVLWLRQHG�WR�RQOLQH�OHDUQLQJ��

ņ:KHQ�,�ŭUVW�VDZ�LW�RQ�WKH�QHZV��,�ZDV�
GHYDVWDWHG�Ň�6DQWLQL�VDLG��ņ,�GLGQ
W�NQRZ�
ZKDW� WR� GR�� EHFDXVH� ,
P� H[WUHPHO\� LQ-
YROYHG�LQ�P\�VFKRRO��DQG�LW
V�KRQHVWO\�P\�
VHFRQG�KRPH��,
P�JUDWHIXO�WKDW�P\�VFKRRO�
LV�VWLOO�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�VRPH�IRUP�Ň
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2YHU� WKH� SDVW� IHZ� ZHHNV�� VHYHUDO�

RI� 3UHVLGHQW� 'RQDOG� 7UXPSńV� FDELQHW�
QRPLQHHV�KDYH�JRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�SUR-
FHVV�RI�6HQDWH� FRQŭUPDWLRQ�KHDULQJV��
$V�RI�)HE��Ɩƕ��WKLUWHHQ�VHFUHWDULHV�KDYH�
EHHQ�FRQŭUPHG��

7KH�&DELQHW�LV�PDGH�XS�RI�WKH�YLFH�
SUHVLGHQW�DORQJ�ZLWK�ŭŶHHQ�KHDGV�RI�
IHGHUDO� GHSDUWPHQWV� ZKR� DGYLVH� WKH�
SUHVLGHQW�DQG�HQDFW�KLV�DJHQGD�LQ�WKH�
DJHQFLHV��7KHVH�FDELQHW�PHPEHUV�DUH�
JLYHQ�WKH�WLWOH�RI�VHFUHWDU\��H[FHSW�IRU�
WKH� DWWRUQH\� JHQHUDO�� ZKR� OHDGV� WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH��

'XULQJ� WKH� KHDULQJV�� FRPPLWWHHV�
KDYH� WKH� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� TXHVWLRQ� DQG�
DVVHVV�WKH�FDQGLGDWHV�WR�GHFLGH�LI�WKH\�
ZLOO�EH�YRWHG�RQ�E\�WKH�UHVW�RI�WKH�6HQ-
DWH��ZKHUH�D�PDMRULW\�YRWH�LV�QHHGHG�IRU�
D�QRPLQDWLRQ�WR�EH�FRQŭUPHG��

7KH� FRQŭUPHG� GHIHQVH� VHFUHWDU\��
3HWH�+HJVHWK��LV�D�YHWHUDQ�DQG�IRUPHU�
)R[�1HZV�KRVW��0RVW�QRWDEO\��KH�ZLOO�
KDYH�RYHUVLJKW�RI�WKH�PLOLWDU\��ZKLFK�
KH� KDV� VDLG� QHHGV� WR� KDYH�PRUH� RI� D�
ņZDUULRU�HWKRV�Ň�

6RPH�VWXGHQWV�WKLQN�WKDW�WKLV�PLQG-
VHW�FRXOG�KDYH�QHJDWLYH�LPSDFWV��

ņ,� GRQ
W� ZDQW� $PHULFD� WR� IDOO� LQWR�
VRPHWKLQJ�Ō�ZKHUH�ZH� JHW� LQWR� XVH-
OHVV�ZDUV�RU�ZDUV�WKDW�GRQ
W�VHUYH�XV��
MXVW� IRU� WKH� VDNH� RI� VKRZLQJ� RŬ� RXU�
PLJKW�WR�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV�Ň�VDLG�VHQLRU�
6SHQFHU�&RUDO��

+HJVHWK�KDV�IDFHG�FULWLFLVP�GXH�WR�KLV�
UHSHDWHG� UHPDUNV� DERXW� GLYHUVLW\� SROL-
FLHV�DQG�ZRPHQ�OHVVHQLQJ�WKH�HŬHFWLYH-
QHVV�RI�WKH�PLOLWDU\��+HńV�DOVR�EHHQ�FRQ-
IURQWHG� E\� DOOHJDWLRQV� RI� PLVFRQGXFW��
LQFOXGLQJ� VH[XDO� DVVDXOW� DQG� H[FHVVLYH�
GULQNLQJ�KDELWV��ZKLFK�KH�KDV�GHQLHG��

6HQLRU� -RVH�&DOOHMDV�QRWHG�WKDW�+HJV-
HWK� VHHPHG� WR� VZLWFK� KLV� RSLQLRQ� RQ�
ZRPHQ�LQ�FRPEDW�GXULQJ�KLV�KHDULQJ��

ņ7KDW� VKRZV� WKH� K\SRFULV\� RI� KLP�
WU\LQJ�WR�FKDQJH�KLV�QDUUDWLYH�Ň�&DOOH-
MDV�VDLG��ņ%XW�RI�FRXUVH��WKH�FRPPLWWHH�
NQRZV� >DERXW� KLV� FRPPHQWV@�� WKH\
YH�
VHHQ�WKH�YLGHRV�ZKHUH�KH
V�MXVW�VWDWLQJ�
WKDW��7R�PH��WKDW
V�FUD]\�Ň

:KLOH� +HJVHWK� GRHV� KDYH� H[SHUL-
HQFH�IURP�EHLQJ�LQ�WKH�PLOLWDU\��KH�KDV�
QRW�VSHQW�DV�PXFK�WLPH�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW�
RU�PDMRU�OHDGHUVKLS�UROHV�FRPSDUHG�WR�
SUHYLRXV�GHIHQVH�VHFUHWDULHV��

ņ+LV�DSSRLQWPHQW�LV�7UXPS�SXVKLQJ�
WKH� OLPLWV�� WHVWLQJ� WKH� ERXQGDULHV� RI�
KLV�LQŮXHQFH�Ň�&RUDO�VDLG��
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Aragon alumni and Univer-

sity of California Los Angeles 
VWXGHQW�/LSLND�*RHO�ŭUVW�KHDUG�
DERXW�WKH�ŭUHV�IURP�KHU�GDG�

ņ,�ORRNHG�XS�DQG�LQ�WKH�GLV-
WDQFH�� WKHUH� ZDV� WKLV� JLDQW�
SRW�RI�VPRNH�Ň�*RHO�VDLG��ņ2Q�
Tuesday evening, [my friends 
DQG� ,� ZDONHG@� XS� WR� WKH� WRS�
RI� WKH� GRUP� DUHD�� 7KHUH�
ZHUH� RWKHU� SHRSOH�
WKHUH� WRR�� ZKR�
ZHUH� MXVW� IDVFL-
QDWHG� E\� WKH�
IDFW� WKDW� \RX�
FRXOG�VHH�LW�Ň

$ŶHU� WKH�
LQLWLDO� VKRFN��
Goel decided to 
pack an emer-
gency bag before 
UHWXUQLQJ� KRPH� D�
IHZ�GD\V�ODWHU��2WKHU�VWX-
GHQWV�FRXOG�QRW�GR�WKH�VDPH�

ņ7KH�ELJJHVW�LPSDFW�ZDV�RQ�
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHUH�RXW�RI�VWDWH�
EHFDXVH�� IRU� WKHP�� LWńV� QRW� DV�
HDV\� DV� WDNLQJ� DQ� KRXU�DQG�D�
KDOI� ORQJ� ŮLJKW�Ň� *RHO� VDLG�� ņ,�
KDYH� D� IULHQG�ZKRńV� IURP�9LU-
JLQLD��DQG�WKH�ŭUH�ZDV�JHWWLQJ�
FORVHU�DQG�WKLQJV�ZHUH�JHWWLQJ�
ZRUVH�� :H� >WROG� WKHP@�� ŃLI� \RX�
ZDQW�� \RX� FDQ�MXVW�
FRPH� >ZLWK� XV@� LI�
9LUJLQLD� LV� t o o 
IDU�� 'RQńW� s t ay 
on campus a n y -
PRUH��,WńV�QRW� V D I H � ń�
7KH\� ZHUH� GHŭQLWHO\� SXW� LQ� D�
OLPER�VLWXDWLRQ��,WńV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH�
DQG�HŬRUW�DQG�PRQH\�WR�Ů\�DOO�
WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�(DVW�&RDVW�MXVW�
WR�FRPH�EDFN�LQ�IRXU�GD\V�Ň

0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWDŬ�
DW�$UDJRQ�DOVR�KDG�IDPLO\�
PHPEHUV� RU� IULHQGV� ZKR�
ZHUH�DŬHFWHG�E\�WKH�ŭUHV�

ņ,� KDYH� D� QLHFH� >LQ� $O-
WDGHQD�ZLWK�KHU@�KXVEDQG�DQG�
WKUHH�NLGV�Ň�VDLG�VXEVWLWXWH�$V-
VLVWDQW� 3ULQFLSDO� %HWWLQD� *UDI��
ņ7KH\�OLYH�LQ�D�KRXVH�WKDW�ZDV�
GHFODUHG�D�KLVWRULFDO�ODQGPDUN��
DQG� WKH� ŭUH� WRRN� WKHLU� VWUHHW�
RXW��H[FHSW�IRU�WKHLU�KRXVH��EXW�
LWńV�VR�VPRNH�GDPDJHG�WKDW�WKH�
ZKROH�WKLQJ�KDV�WR�SUHWW\�PXFK�

EH�ULSSHG�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�LQVLGH�
RXW�� 7KHLU� VFKRRO� LV�GHVWUR\HG��
7KH\ńUH�GRLQJ�RQOLQH�>VFKRRO@�LQ�
a motel room in Burbank be-
FDXVH�HYHU\ERG\�LV�GLVSODFHG�Ň�

6RPH� LQ� WKH� $UDJRQ� FRP-
PXQLW\� KDYH� SHUVRQDO� FRQQHF-
WLRQV� WR� WKH� DUHD�� 6FKZDUW]ńV�
VRQ�VSHQW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�3DOLVDGHV�
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�\RXQJHU��

ņ,� UHPHPEHU� KLV� JUDQG-
PRWKHUńV�KRXVH�ZDV�EXWW-

ed up against a park 
DQG�ZH�ZRXOG�JR�WR�
WKH� VWUHDP�� DQG�
KH� ZRXOG� FROOHFW�
IURJV�Ň� 6FKZDUW]�
VDLG�� ņ:H� ZRXOG�
JR� RQ� KLNHV�
DURXQG� WKHUH��:H�
ZRXOG� WDNH�KLP�WR�

WKH�OLWWOH�VKRSV�LQ�WKH�
3DOLVDGHV�YLOODJH�SDUNV��

+H� ZDV� RQ� WKH� VZLQJV�� +H�
ZDV�SOD\LQJ�RQ�WKH�ŭHOGV��7KDW�
ZKROH� SDUW� RI� KLV� FKLOGKRRG�
LV�� LQ� WHUPV� RI� WKH� ODQGVFDSH��
HUDVHG��$QG�KH�GLGQńW�HYHQ�OLYH�
WKHUH�� ,� MXVW� FDQńW� LPDJLQH� WKH�
FKLOGUHQ� ZKR� OLYHG� WKHUH�� WKH�
SHRSOH� >ZKR@� JUHZ� XS� WKHUH��
KDYLQJ� WKDW� ZKROH� JHRJUDSK\�
RI�PHPRU\�MXVW�JRQH�Ň

'HDQ� RI� VWXGHQWV� 'RQQD�
.UDXVHńV� IDPLO\� UHVLGHV� LQ� WKH�
/RV�$QJHOHV�DUHD��DQG�D�IHZ�RI�
WKHP� KDYH� IRXQG� WHPSRUDU\�
TXDUWHUV�QHDUE\��

ņ:KHQ�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV�
KDSSHQ�� DQG� \RXńYH� JRW� IDP-
LO\�DQG�IULHQGV�LQYROYHG��LWńV�VR�
KDUG� QRW� WR� EH� WKHUH�Ň� .UDXVH�
VDLG��ņ,WńV�VR�KDUG�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�

to get on a plane and 
Ů\� GRZQ�� <RX� MXVW�
IHHO�VR�KHOSOHVV��\RX�
GRQńW� NQRZ� ZKDW�
WR� GR� DERXW� LW��:H�
ZHUH�WROG�QRW�WR�JHW�

in a car and drive 
GRZQ�>EXW@�,�ZDQWHG�WR�

YROXQWHHU�VRPHZKHUH�Ň

RELIEF
-XVWLQ� :HUOH�� )LUH� &DSWDLQ�

DW�:RRGVLGH� )LUH� 'HSDUWPHQW��
ZDV� GHSOR\HG� WR� /RV� $QJHOHV�
WR�ŭJKW�WKH�ŭUHV�EXW�IRXQG�WKDW�
FRPEDWLQJ� WKHP�ZDV�GLŬHUHQW�

WKDQ� KLV� SUHYLRXV� ŭUHŭJKWLQJ�
H[SHULHQFHV�GXH�WR�WKH�H[WUHPH�
ZLQGV�DQG�ODFN�RI�FRPPXQLFD-
WLRQ� VHW� XS� XSRQ� DUULYDO�� 7KH�
ŭUHŭJKWHUV� KDG� WR� ZRUN�
���SOXV� KRXUV� ZLWK� QR�
VOHHS�DQG�VSHQW�WKH�ŭUVW�
IHZ� GD\V� SURWHFWLQJ�
KRXVHV�� EHIRUH� VSHQG-
LQJ�WKHLU�WLPH�KHOSLQJ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�

ņ:KHQ� WKH�ŭUHV�ŭQDOO\� VHW-
WOHG� GRZQ�� ZH� KHOSHG� DQG� DV-
VLVWHG�Ň�:HUOH�VDLG��ņ:H�KHOSHG�
WKHP� SLFN� XS� WKHLU� \DUGV� DQG�
ŭ[�WKLQJV�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�WKHLU�
KRPHV� WKDW� KDG� HLWKHU� EORZQ�
RYHU� RU� VLQJHG� RU� EXUQW�Ō� ,WńV�
QRW� MXVW�ŭUHŭJKWLQJ�� LWńV� GRLQJ�
WKH�ULJKW�WKLQJ�DQG�KDYLQJ�WKDW�
LQWHJULW\� WR�GR� WKH� ULJKW� WKLQJ�
ZKHQ�QR�RQHńV�ZDWFKLQJ�Ň

6DQWLQL� IRXQG� D� GLŬHUHQW�
ZD\� WR�KHOS� WKRVH� LQ�KHU�FRP-
PXQLW\�ZKR�DUH�DŬHFWHG��

ņ,ńP� UHDOO\� MXVW� WU\LQJ� WR�
FKDQQHO�DOO�RI�P\�QHJDWLYH�HQ-

ergy into 
posit ive 

energy,” 
Santini 
V D L G ��
ņ7KDWńV�
Z K \�
my sis-

ter and 
a friend 

and I founded 
3DOL� 6WURQJ� LQLWLDWLYH� WR� KHOS�
UHEXLOG�3DOLVDGHV�&KDUWHU�+LJK�
6FKRRO��EHFDXVH�WKH�RQO\�WKLQJ�
ZH�FDQ�GR�DV�VWXGHQWV�LV�WR�KHOS�
UHEXLOG�DQG�KHOS�DVVLVW�WKH�VWDŬ�
LQ�ZKDWHYHU�ZD\�ZH�FDQ�Ň

3DOL� 6WURQJ� KDV� UDLVHG�
around $23,000 to fund its ini-
WLDWLYH�DQG�KDV�KRVWHG�D�GRQD-
WLRQ�DQG�VNLQFDUH�GULYH�

ņ2XU� GRQDWLRQ� GULYH� ZDV�
DEVROXWHO\� KXJH�Ň� 6DQWLQL�
VDLG�� ņ:H� UHFHLYHG� RYHU� ����
EDJV�� DQG� ZH� GLVWULEXWHG�
WKHP� WR� IRXU� GLŬHUHQW� ORFDO�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV� WR� DVVLVW� XV� LQ�
UHORFDWLQJ� WKH� UHVRXUFHV� WR�
VRPHZKHUH� HOVH� WKDW� QHHGV�
LW�PRUH�Ō�:H�UHDOO\�ZDQW� WR�
KHOS�3DOLVDGHV�>&KDUWHU�+LJK�
6FKRRO@� JURZ� XQWLO� HYHU\-

WKLQJ�LV�EDFN�WR�QRUPDO�Ň
3DOL� 6WURQJ� KDV� SODQV� WR�

ZRUN� ZLWK� D� ORFDO� QRQSURŭW�
FDOOHG�:RUOG�&HQWUDO�.LWFKHQ�
DQG�PRELOL]H�D�IRRG�GULYH�DV�
ZHOO�� 2WKHUV� KDYH� MRLQHG�
YROXQWHHU� HŬRUWV� WR� KHOS�
VXUYLYRUV��
ņ,�KDYH�D�GDXJKWHU�ZKR�

lives in LA and fortunately, 
VKH� ZDV� QRW� QHDU� WKH� ILUHV��
EXW�VKH�KDV�EHHQ�YROXQWHHU-
ing practically every day 
VLQFH�WKH�ILUHV��KDQGLQJ�RXW�
FORWKHV�Ň�.UDXVH�VDLG��ņ6LQFH�
DOO� WKLV� KDSSHQHG�� VKH� LP-
PHGLDWHO\� ZHQW� WR� VHH�
ZKHUH�VKH�FRXOG�YROXQ-
WHHU��6KH�JRHV�HYHU\�
day and goes to 
different places 
DQG�YROXQWHHUV�Ň

Relief can 
come in many 
forms, including 
lending an ear and 
UDLVLQJ�DZDUHQHVV��

ņ>0\� QLHFHńV@� PRP�� P\� VLV-
WHU��SDVVHG�DZD\�LQ������Ň�*UDI�
VDLG�� ņ+HU� IDWKHU� SDVVHG� DZD\�
VHYHUDO�\HDUV�DŶHU�WKDW��6R�VKH�
UHDOO\� KDV� QR� SDUHQWV� GRZQ�
WKHUH��6R�,�WDONHG�WR�>P\�QLHFH@�
TXLWH�D�ELW�RQ�WKH�SKRQH��>7KH\�
FUHDWHG@� D� *R)XQG0H� DQG� >,�
ZDV@� MXVW� WH[WLQJ� DQG� FDOOLQJ�
HYHU\ERG\�WKDW�,�NQRZ�WR�UDLVH�
PRQH\� IRU� WKHP�� $QG� WKDWńV�
NLQG� RI� WKH� EHVW� VXSSRUW�� +HU�
NLGV�WH[W�PH�QRZ�>EHFDXVH@�WKH\�
MXVW�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WR�VRPHERG\�Ň 

PREVENTION 
7KH�PLG�3HQLQVXOD�FRXOG�

VXŬHU� ŭUHV� DV� ZHOO�� DQG�
WKH� $UDJRQ� FRPPXQLW\�
can learn valuable lessons 
IURP� WKH� UHFHQW�/RV�$QJH-
OHV�FRQŮDJUDWLRQ���

ņ+DYH�D�SODQ�ZLWK�\RXU�IDP-
LO\�Ň� /DPEUHFKWV� VDLG�� ņ:KDW�
LV�RXU�SODQ�LI�ZH�FDQńW�PDNH�LW�
EDFN�KRPH��ZKHUH�DUH�ZH�JRLQJ�
WR�PHHW�DV�D�IDPLO\"�:H�FDQ�JR�
DQG�PHHW� DW� *UDQGPDńV� KRXVH�
RU� ZH� >FDQ@� PHHW� DW� WKLV� 6WDU-
EXFNV�RYHU�KHUH��VR�ZH�FDQ�JHW�
WRJHWKHU� DV� D� IDPLO\�� DQG�QRZ�
ZH�NQRZ�ZHńUH�DOO�VDIH�Ň

Alongside families prepar-
ing for emergencies, Aragon 
DOVR�KDV�SURFHGXUHV�IRU�DQ�RQ-
FRPLQJ�ŭUH�

ņ,I� >D�ŭUH@�KDSSHQHG�DW� WKH�
VFKRRO�� WKHQ� WKHUHńV� D� ŭUH�
DODUP�� DQG� WKH� QRUPDO� ŭUH�
drill protocols,” said Interim 
Assistant Principal Clarisse 
0HVD�� ņ,I� WKHUHńV� D�ŭUH� LQ� WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�� WKHQ� WKHUH� DUH�
community safety protocols 
DERXW� ZKHUH� >SHRSOH� VKRXOG�
JDWKHU� IRU@� VKHOWHU�DQG�HYDFX-
DWLRQ�ORFDWLRQV�Ň

San Mateo County and its 
ŭUHŭJKWHUV� DUH� SUHSDUHG� LQ�
FDVH�RI�D�ZLOGŭUH��

ņ:H�DOO�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�Ň�
/DPEUHFKWV� VDLG�� ņ:H�
KDYH� DQQXDO� WUDLQLQJ�
WKDW�ZH�GR�GXULQJ� WKH�
ZLOGODQG� VHDVRQ�� 7KH�
alarm plan is very ro-

bust in San Mateo Coun-
W\�Ō�DQG�HYHU\�DJHQF\�ZLOO�

FRPH�WRJHWKHU�WR�VXSSRUW�HDFK�
RWKHU�KHUH�LQ�6DQ�0DWHR�Ň

7KH�FLW\�DOVR�SODFHV�DQ�HP-
SKDVLV� RQ� ŭUH� HGXFDWLRQ�� GR-
LQJ� FRPPXQLW\� RXWUHDFK� DQG�
ZRUNLQJ� ZLWK� GLŬHUHQW� RUJD-
QL]DWLRQV�WR�HGXFDWH�SHRSOH�RQ�
ZLOGŭUH�SUHYHQWLRQ��

ņ7KH� ŭUH� GHSDUWPHQW�
spends a lot of time trying 
WR� HGXFDWH� SURSHUW\� RZQHUV��
ZKHWKHU� LWńV� DQ� LQGLYLGXDO�
KRPH�RU�D�EXVLQHVV��RQ�KRZ�WR�
SUHSDUH�DJDLQVW�ZLOGŭUH��KRZ�
WR� FXW� GRZQ� EUXVK�� KRZ� WR�
PDNH�VXUH� WKHUH� LV�QR�VWDQG-
LQJ� GHDG�ZRRG�� >DQG� KRZ� WR@�

FXW� GRZQ� WKHLU� JUDVVHV�Ň�
VDLG� 6DQ� 0DWHRńV� &LW\�
Council Member Lisa 
'LD]�1DVK��ņ>)RU@�6DQ�0D-
WHR��ZH�KDYH�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�

SODQ� IRU� GLŬHUHQW� VFHQDULRV��
LI� WKHUHńV� D�ZLOGŭUH� IURP� WKH�
:HVW��LI�WKHUHńV�ŮRRGLQJ�IURP�
WKH�QRUWK��ZKDWHYHU�LW�>LV@�Ň

6WXGHQWV� FDQ� JR� WR� ŭUH�
FD�JRY�� UHDG\IRUZLOGŭUH�RUJ� RU�
GRZQORDG� 1L[OH� WR� VWD\� XS� WR�
date on community information 
RU�OHDUQ�PRUH�DERXW�ŭUH�VDIHW\��
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
ņ7KURXJK� KLV� QRPLQDWLRQ� RI� +HJV-
HWK�� >7UXPS@� ZDV� VHHLQJ� KRZ�PXFK�
WKH�6HQDWH�ZRXOG�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�EHQG�
WR�KLV�ZLOO�Ň

'HVSLWH� WKH� FRQWURYHUVLHV� VXUURXQG-
LQJ� +HJVHWK�� KH� ZDV� FRQŭUPHG� E\� D�
PDUJLQ�RI�RQH�YRWH��ZLWK�WKH�6HQDWH�VSOLW�
ŭŶ\�ŭŶ\�DQG�WKH�WLH�EUHDNLQJ�YRWH�FDVW�
E\�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�-'�9DQFH���

$QRWKHU�RQH�RI�7UXPSńV�PRUH�FRQ-
WHQWLRXV� FDELQHW� SLFNV� LV� 5REHUW� )��
.HQQHG\� -U���QRPLQDWHG� IRU� VHFUHWDU\�
RI� +HDOWK� DQG�+XPDQ� 6HUYLFHV�� 7KLV�
SRVLWLRQ� RYHUVHHV� DJHQFLHV� OLNH� WKH�
)RRG� DQG�'UXJ�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��&HQ-
WHUV� IRU� 'LVHDVH� &RQWURO� DQG� 3UHYHQ-
WLRQ�DQG� WKH� IHGHUDO� UHVHDUFK�DJHQF\�
1DWLRQDO�,QVWLWXWHV�RI�+HDOWK��

.HQQHG\�LV�DQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�ODZ\HU�
ZKR�UDQ�IRU�SUHVLGHQW�LQ�WKH������HOHF-
WLRQ��LQLWLDOO\�DV�D�'HPRFUDW��EXW�ODWHU�DV�
DQ�,QGHSHQGHQW��+H�KHOSHG�VWDUW�DQ�DQWL�
YDFFLQH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�������&KLOGUHQńV�
+HDOWK� 'HIHQVH�� ZKLFK� KDV� SURPRWHG�
PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULHV�
DERXW�YDFFLQH�VDIHW\���

ņ,WńV� MXVW� VR� K\SRFULWLFDO� ZKHQ� KHńV�
HQGRUVLQJ�XQKHDOWK\�EHKDYLRUV�VXFK�DV�
DYRLGLQJ�YDFFLQHV�DQG�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHR-
ULHV�Ň�VDLG�IUHVKPDQ�'UHVGHQ�3KDP��ņ,I�

ZH�KDYH�DQRWKHU�SDQGHPLF�RU�HSLGHPLF�
RU�VRPH�VRUW�RI�PHGLFDO�GLVDVWHU�LQ�WKH�
IXWXUH�� ZH� PLJKW� EH� VFUHZHG� EHFDXVH�
KHńV� QRW� ZLOOLQJ�
to believe in vac-
FLQHV�� +HńV� QRW�
ZLOOLQJ�WR�EHOLHYH�
in actual safe 
PHDVXUHV�Ň

2Q� WKH� RWKHU�
KDQG�� VHQLRU�
1RODQ� 0RRUH�
commented on 
ZKDW� KH� YLHZV�
as a positive side 
RI� .HQQHG\ńV�
VWDQFHV�� 0RRUH�
EHOLHYHV� WKDW� KH�
ZLOO� SXVK� IRU�
“traditional” ap-
SURDFKHV�WR�FRP-
bating diseases, 
ZKLFK� KH� VDLG�
relies more on 
QXWULWLRQ� UDWKHU�
WKDQ�PHGLFLQH��

ņ5).� GRHVQńW�
ZDQW� WR� JHW� WKH�
government tell-
LQJ� WKH� SDUHQWV�� \RX� KDYH� WR� JHW� WKLV�
>YDFFLQH@�Ň�0RRUH�VDLG��ņ+H�GRHVQńW�ZDQW�

NLGV� WR�EH�EDUUHG� IURP�VFKRRO� MXVW�EH-
FDXVH�WKH\�KDYHQńW�EHHQ�FKHFNHG�XS�UH-
FHQWO\��6R�KH�ZDQWV�WR�JLYH�PRUH�SRZHU�

to Ameri-
FDQ� FLWL]HQV�
… But still, 
WKHUH� KDV�
to be some 
SRZHU�OHŶ�IRU�
WKH� IHGHUDO�
government, 
EHFDXVH� WKH\�
KDYH� PRUH�
resources for 
KHDOWK� WKDQ�
SDUHQWV�GR�Ň

$ QR W KH U�
nominee is 
Linda Mc-
0DKRQ� IRU�
e d u c a t i o n 
s e c r e t a r y, 
ZKR� ZDV� LQ�
FKDUJH�RI�WKH�
Small Busi-
ness Admin-
istration in 
7UXPSńV�ŭUVW�
FDELQHW��

/LQGD� 0F0DKRQ�� IRUPHU� 8QLWHG�
6WDWHV� $GPLQLVWUDWRU� RI� WKH� 6PDOO�

%XVLQHVV�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ��LV�WKH�QRPL-
QHH� IRU� 6HFUHWDU\� RI� (GXFDWLRQ�� 7KLV�
UROH� HQWDLOV� VXSHUYLVLQJ� WKH� 'HSDUW-
PHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��ZKLFK�7UXPS�KDV�
PHQWLRQHG�SODQQLQJ�WR�FORVH�GRZQ��,Q�
RUGHU�WR�VKXW�GRZQ�WKH�GHSDUWPHQW��LW�
ZRXOG�KDYH�WR�SDVV�WKURXJK�&RQJUHVV��
7KLV� ZRXOG�PHDQ�PRUH� VWDWH� FRQWURO�
RYHU�SXEOLF�HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�FKDQJHV�WR�
KRZ�IHGHUDO�VWXGHQW�ŭQDQFLDO�DLG�DQG�
ORDQ�SURJUDPV�DUH�KDQGOHG���

ņ7KHUH� VKRXOG� EH� VRPH� IHGHUDO�
JUDQWV�JLYHQ�WR�VWDWHV�MXVW�WR�HQVXUH�D�
certain bare minimum level of educa-
WLRQ�FRXQWU\ZLGH�Ň�&RUDO�VDLG��ņ6R�WKDW�
D�>SXEOLF@�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�&DOLIRUQLD�LVQńW�
D�FRPSOHWH�����GHJUHH�GLŬHUHQFH�IURP�
DQ�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�)ORULGD��

0F0DKRQ�� D� FR�IRXQGHU� RI� :RUOG�
:UHVWOLQJ� (QWHUWDLQPHQW�� VHUYHG�
RQ� WKH� &RQQHFWLFXW� %RDUG� RI� (GXFD-
WLRQ� IRU�D�\HDU�DQG�ZDV�D� WUXVWHH� IRU�
D�SULYDWH�XQLYHUVLW\��2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��
VKH� GRHV� QRW� KDYH� WKH� VDPH� NLQG� RU�
DPRXQW� RI� H[SHULHQFH� LQ� WKH� HGXFD-
WLRQ�ŭHOG� DV� VRPH�ZKR� KDYH� EHHQ� LQ�
WKLV�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�SDVW��

7KH� UHPDLQLQJ� FDELQHW� QRPLQHHV�
ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�WR�XQGHUJR�6HQDWH�KHDU-
LQJV� DQG� YRWLQJ�� WKH� GDWHV� IRU�ZKLFK�
YDU\�ZLWK�HDFK�FDQGLGDWH��

EDEN KWAN
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Los Angeles fires and safety measures taken 

13 new Trump cabinet members confirmed



This editorial represents the 
opinions of 14 out of 14 Outlook 

editors
———

As a high school newspa-
per, the Aragon Outlook places 
a great emphasis on having 
healthy political discussions, 
but we acknowledge and un-
derstand the impediments that 
students may face when trying 
to reach this goal. 

First, the rise of short-
form content as the 
younger genera-
tion’s main media 
source has been 
detrimental to at-
tention spans and 
the spread of ac-
curate information. 
)DFW�FKHFNLQJ� HŬRUWV�
DUH� RŶHQ� RXWSDFHG� E\�
the sheer amount of content 
circulating these platforms, 
and many users do not take 
the time to verify information, 
allowing misinformation to 
spread unchecked. 

Secondly, as the majority of 
our school is not yet of voting 
age, many students do not feel 
the need to become involved 
in politics. However, policy 
choices permeate through 
several aspects of everyone’s 
lives, whether it be the im-
pending dangers of climate 
change that make it critical 
to address it properly, or im-
PLJUDWLRQ� SROLFLHV� DŬHFWLQJ�

students within our very own 
school. Becoming politically 
aware early on is vital for not 
only the furthering of our so-
ciety as a whole, but the de-
velopment of self-advocacy, 
critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving skills. 

Of course, this is not entirely 
the fault of students — due to 
the convoluted nature of politics, 
LW�FDQ�EH�GLůFXOW�WR�EHJLQ�LQLWLDO�

research — most news 
articles are not 

too young 

reader-friendly 
and headlines are 

too snappy to absorb the 
information you need 
to know. Especially as 
a monthly publica-
tion, we face limita-
tions in covering im-
portant events as they 
unfold, and we recognize the 
need to adapt accordingly. 

Thus, as part of our initiative 
to supply the Aragon commu-
nity with relevant, accessible 
news, the Aragon Outlook has 
begun posting briefs on our Ins-
tagram page once a week, sum-
marizing key local or national 
events in an engaging content 

form that is halfway between a 
full article and a headline. 

Staying informed is only the 
ŭUVW� VWHS�� WKRXJK�� PHDQLQJIXO�
discussions are necessary to 
shape political understanding 
and foster community. To en-
courage such critical thinking 
skills, the Outlook would like to 
host a recorded discussion on a 
prompt related to one of these 
current events. This will feature 
ŭYH�SHRSOH�ZLWK�D� VSHFWUXP�RI�
opinions gathering to discuss 

the merits of the  prompt in a 
15-minute YouTube 
video. We plan to 
have this conversa-

tion guided by mod-
erating questions as 

well as having allotted 
time for everyone to 

speak in the begin-
ning to ensure 

fairness, accu-
racy and ac-

countability. 
Besides being ben-

HŭFLDO� IRU� WKH� SHRSOH� LQ-
volved, viewers will be 

able to understand these issues 
from a high school perspective 
and hear from their peers. By 
promoting the spread of this 
news, we can create a more in-
formed Aragon school commu-
nity and thus a more informed 
voter public. 

SIGN UP IF YOU’D BE INTER-
ESTED IN PARTICIPATING! 
bit.ly/OutlookDiscussion25
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Mock Trial recap
Diya Poojary
news writer

———
From Jan. 21 to Feb. 6, Ara-

gon Mock Trial competed 
in the 44th Annual Califor-
nia Mock Trial Competition 
sponsored and administered 
by Teach Democracy. This 
year’s case was People v. 
Gold, a kidnapping case fea-
turing a Fifth Amendment 
pretrial argument.

The team has grown in the 
past few years, so much so 
that the junior varsity team 
has used double casting for 
the witness and pretrial 
roles, starting last year. 

Tryouts are held at the begin-
ning of the school year and help 
ŭQDOL]H�WKHVH�UROHV�IRU�WKH�YDUVL-
ty and JV teams, further divided 
into prosecution and defense. 
By November, the teams have 
D�GUDŶ�RI� WKHLU�FRQWHQW� IRU� WKH�
case, and focus on practicing 
their delivery. 

“I talk to myself in front of 
a mirror and practice my hand 
motions,” said freshman and 
JV attorney Ada Peretz. “It’s 
also fun re-reading the case 
packet just to practice objec-
tions and factual situations.”

The team this year also has 
four attorney coaches, two 
more than the year before. As 
practicing lawyers, they meet 
ZLWK�WKH�WHDP�ZHHNO\�WR�UHŭQH�
members’ performances and 
courtroom etiquette. 

“I’m a lawyer and sometimes 
what we do for our jobs isn’t al-
ways super fun,” said attorney 
coach Carolee Hoover. “You 
don’t get a lot of experience 
working with younger people 
that might end up going into 
WKDW�ŭHOG�RU�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�VKDUH�
expertise … So this is an oppor-
tunity for me and I love it.”

The team also had many 
scrimmages this year, with 
schools including Burlingame 
High School, San Mateo High 
School and Saint Francis High 
School in Sacramento.

“[The scrimmages have] 
helped me prepare for [trials], 
because I can only guess so 
much about what they’re go-
ing to ask me,” said sophomore 
and JV witness Gabby Chan. 
“So   [those gave me] a general 
idea of what they would cross  

[examine] 

me on and how prepared our 
team is as a whole.”

Rebuttals and objections 
are a constant point of focus 
for the team.

“I’ve had many times where 
I’ve been on the spot — I have 
two minutes to talk, and I’ll talk 
for 30 seconds and I won’t know 
what to say anymore,” said se-
nior and varsity pretrial attor-
ney Melody Chen. “I’ll stumble 
and stutter, and it’s really em-
barrassing … Everyone’s look-
ing at you, your judge staring at 
you … That humiliating experi-
HQFH�LV�GHŭQLWHO\�D�PRWLYDWRU�WR�
not continue doing that.”

While the teams received fa-
YRUDEOH�VFRUHV�LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�URXQG��
they did not perform as well in 
the second round. 

“Although our team put in 
good effort … it just comes 
down to scorers liking cer-
tain ways to do things better 
than others,” said junior and 
varsity attorney Tomas Cano-
va. “Some scorers like more 
aggressive teams, other ones 
aren’t so fond of it.”

Attorney coach Jenny Yi 
believes that confidence was 
a major obstacle.

ņ:H�KDG�D�PHHWLQJ�>DŶHU�WKH�
second round] … telling all the 
students why they should be 
FRQŭGHQW� EHFDXVH� WKH\� NQRZ�
their facts,” Yi said. “They put 
D� ORW� RI� WLPH� DQG� HŬRUW� LQWR�
it ... [Our] students shouldn’t 
ORVH�FRQŭGHQFH�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�
pressure from other schools. 
So we try to help them … rec-
ognize their own strengths to 
EXLOG�XS�WKHLU�FRQŭGHQFH�Ň

Outside of practices, the team 
maintains its bond through fre-
quent Discord meetings.

“It’s tradition before a 
match that we play the games 
'LVFRUG� RŬHUV� LQ� WKHLU� YRLFH�
calls,” said junior and JV cap-
tain Jihye Yi. “It’s always a 
very good team bonding ex-
perience because high school 
is segregated between grades, 
and that’s a perfect time for 
everyone of whatever grade 
to get to know their team-
mates better.”

Aragon ended the season 
placing 6th for both varsity 
and JV in San Mateo County’s 

South Division, 
one of the 
most com-

petitive di-
visions in 

the Bay 
Area. 
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Editorial: more current events
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Helen McCloskey
news writer

———
In anticipation of President 

Donald Trump’s inauguration 
on Jan. 20, the state of California 
and the San Mateo Union High 
School District took steps to pre-
vent potential actions by Trump 
toward undocumented immi-
grants and transgender people.

On Feb. 3, a special session 
of the California Assembly, re-
quested by California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, set aside $50 million in 
court cases against the Trump 
administration and grants for 
QRQSURŭWV�WKDW�SURYLGH�OHJDO�VHU-
vices for immigrants. 

“Sometimes legal action is 
the only action you can take 
in this country, so it’s a good 
step,” said junior Erin Finn. 
ņ7KH� QRQSURŭW� >JUDQWV� DUH@�
also a good idea, because it’s 
JRRG� WR� VXSSRUW� >LPPLJUDQWV@�
from the ground up.”

However, some think that 
more should be done. 

“Trump wants to stop fund-
ing for cities that will help im-
PLJUDQWV�� >VR@� PD\EH� &DOLIRU-
nia should give more money 
to those cities,” said freshman 
Sara Chiguchi. 

In response to the Trump 
administration’s plans for un-
documented people, Superin-
tendent Randall Booker stated 
in an email to students and 
families on Nov. 7 that the Dis-
trict will continue to follow its 

����� UHVROXWLRQ�� LQVWDWHG� DŶHU�
7UXPS� ZDV� ŭUVW� HOHFWHG�� 7KH�
District will not collect infor-
mation about students’ immi-
gration status, won’t release 
information unless there is a 
warrant and will endeavor to 
make the district a welcoming 
environment for undocument-
HG� VWXGHQWV�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� VWDŬ�
members have been advised 
on how to respond if law en-
forcement enters campus, ac-
cording to Booker. 

“My campuses are not about 
citizenship or lack thereof,” 
Booker said. “My campuses are 
about educating students, and 
LI�LPPLJUDWLRQ�RůFLDOV�ZDQW�WR�
do their jobs in addressing who 
they think is undocumented, 
or apprehending them, not in 
my schools. We’re charged with 
educating students and keep-
LQJ� WKHP� VDIH�� VR� >DUUHVWLQJ�
VWXGHQWV�LV@�LQ�FRQWUDVW�WR�ZKDW�
we’re all about as an education-
al institution.”

If law enforcement enters 
campus to apprehend a stu-
dent who could be undocu-
mented, Booker plans to take 
several steps to avoid students 
being arrested.

ņ,PPLJUDWLRQ� >HQIRUFHPHQW@�
hasn’t shown up on our cam-
SXVHV�>DQG@�,�KLJKO\�GRXEW�WKDW�
LW�ZLOO�KDSSHQ�Ň�%RRNHU�VDLG��ņ>,I�
WKH\� GLG�@� ,ńG�ZDQW� WR� VHH� >WKH@�
warrant that would grant them 
access to student information. I 
would pass it by my legal coun-

sel to determine if it’s a legally 
grounded warrant. I would 
pass it in front of my school 
board president, and then I’d 
have to make a decision: wheth-
er or not I’m going to abide by 
the warrant and give the infor-
mation or not.”

With some SMUHSD stu-
dents fearful of themselves or 
their family members being 
deported, the resolution allows 
people to feel safe, according 
to SMUHSD Trustee Ligia An-
drade Zúñiga.

“We don’t know what hap-
pens outside of our campuses, 
we can’t control that, but we 
can control what happens in-
side,” Andrade Zúñiga said. 
ņ>7KH� UHVROXWLRQ@� VKRZV� WKDW�
we care, that no student, 
QR� VWDŬ� PHPEHU�� QR� SHUVRQ�
within our school walls will 
be disrespected. We will do 
everything we can to protect 
>XQGRFXPHQWHG�VWXGHQWV@�DQG�
LGBT students.”

Trump’s executive orders 
include recognizing people 
based on either the male or 
female sex in federal settings, 
rather than gender, among 
other restrictions against 
transgender people. He has 
also said that he will ban gen-
GHU�DůUPLQJ�FDUH��

Ethnic Studies, the manda-
tory semester-long class that 
teaches students to view history 
through the lens of those who 
have been marginalized, could 

be targeted as an example of 
“woke” curriculum. However, 
since it is a district requirement 
mandated by California, the 
course is unlikely to face any 
changes in the short term.

“Most kids learn their val-
ues from their parents. Eth-
nic Studies is learning about 
GLŬHUHQW� SHRSOH� DQG� SHUVSHF-
tives,” said sophomore Mari 
6RORU]DQR��ņ,WńV�D�SODFH�WR�>KDYH@�
opinions rather than opinions 
of your family or the media, 
but if that were taken away, it 
would be rare to see somebody 
with their own opinions.”

Some are concerned that 
the district and California’s 
measures may be unable to 
prevent Trump’s actions. 

“When it comes to country-
wide trends as a whole ... some-
times the tide of politics im-
pacts everyone, no matter how 
liberal they may seem,” Finn 
said. “Executive decisions could 
impact our state, especially if 
overreaches of power are made 
>E\�3UHVLGHQW�7UXPS@�Ň

Others believe that Trump-
SURRŭQJ�LV�XQQHFHVVDU\��

“I don’t think it matters if 
&DOLIRUQLD� LV� VSHFLŭFDOO\�

designated as a refuge or a 
VKHOWHU�IRU�>WUDQVJHQGHU@�SHRSOH�
and for undocumented people, 
because it will always serve as 
that whether or not it’s explic-
itly stated,” said junior Brody 
Friedeberg. “Living in Califor-
nia, I feel safer than I would in 
DQ\�RWKHU�VWDWH��HVSHFLDOO\�>FRP-
SDUHG�WR�FRQVHUYDWLYH@�VWDWHV�Ň

Booker notes that the dis-
trict will continue to watch the 
federal government’s actions. 

“I don’t think that SMUHSD 
LV� WKH� ŭUVW� OLQH� RI� GHIHQVH�
when it comes to organizations 
disagreeing with President 
Trump’s directives,” Booker 
said. “The state legislature 
LQ� &DOLIRUQLD� >DQG@� &DOLIRU-
nia laws are going to serve as 
EXŬHUV� IDU� EHIRUH� LQGLYLGXDO�
school districts have to make 
certain decisions.”

EVA LU
D

W
IG

Reika Lam
news writer

———
On Jan. 8, Interim Assis-

tant Principal Clarisse Mesa 
joined the Aragon adminis-
tration team, assuming the 
role of Assistant Principal 
Andrew Hartig, who is cur-
rently out on medical leave. 
Aside from admin changes 
within Aragon, there have 
been many shifts through-
out the entire San Mateo 
Union High School District. 
Don Scatena, previously the 
Director of Student Services 
and the Middle College Prin-
cipal, has left for a Deputy 
Superintendent position at 
Burlingame School District, 
leaving gaps in the district 
that needed to be filled. 

Although she is now in 
education, Mesa originally 
received her Bachelor of Arts 

in Political Science and Pub-
lic Policy.

“I have a bunch of educa-
tors in different forms of my 
family,” Mesa said. “So I was 
DOZD\V�H[SRVHG�WR�>FDUHHUV�LQ�
HGXFDWLRQ@��EXW�,�GLGQńW�WKLQN�
that I wanted to do that as 
my profession.”

However, after participat-
ing in the non-profit orga-
nization Teach For America, 
which aims to strengthen ed-
ucation equity and excellence 
by allowing select college 
graduates to teach students, 
Mesa realized that she want-
ed to change the direction of 
her career. 

Starting out as a teacher, 
Mesa eventually decided to 
make the switch to working  
on school administration.

“When I was teaching, 
,� WKRXJKW� >WKDW@� WKHUHńV� VR�
much beyond the classroom 

that impacts students’ lives,” 
Mesa said. “The systems of 
ZKDW�FRXUVHV�JHW�RŬHUHG��DQG�
whether there’s transporta-
WLRQ� IRU� DŶHU�VFKRRO� DFWLYL-
WLHV�� DQG� ZKR� JHWV� ŭQDQFLDO�
DLG� IRU�GLŬHUHQW�VWXŬ�DQG�DOO�
of these systemic issues were 
WKLQJV� WKDW� IUXVWUDWHG�PH� >DV�
D�WHDFKHU@��DQG�,�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�
able to do something about it.”

Following this switch, Mesa 
held many key roles, includ-
ing Assistant Principal at both 
WKH� 3DOR� $OWR� 8QLŭHG� 6FKRRO�
District and the Liberty Union 
High School District. Eventu-
ally, her career brought her to 
this interim position at Ara-
gon, and Mesa began to shad-
ow Hartig in December 2024. 

“We started to divide the 
responsibilities while he was 
still here,” Mesa said. “So it 
was really nice to get to know 
>KRZ� WKLQJV� ZRUN@� DQG� KDYH�
him be able to mentor me a 

little bit before he went out 
on leave.”

When she steps into her 
administrative roles, Mesa 
aims to bring an understand-
ing of students that is shaped 
by her own experiences. 

“I’m multiracial, and that 
really matters to me,” Mesa 
said. “That experience of 
growing up, especially in the 
Bay Area, is really important 
to realize … there’s getting 
WR� NQRZ� >VWXGHQWV@� � DV� LQGL-
viduals and knowing that all 
students are going through 
their own formation of iden-
tity and belonging, and also 
working on their academics 
DQG� WU\LQJ� WR� >PDNH� FRQQHF-
WLRQV�DOZD\V@�Ň�

Valerie Arbizu, who had 
been the assistant principal 
of Burlingame High School, 
and former Aragon princi-
pal from 2020 to 2024, has 
stepped in to be the Interim 

Director of Student Services 
in place of Scatena. 

“We were really lucky in 
that we were able, as a dis-
WULFW��WR�ŭOO�PRVW�RI�WKRVH�SRVL-
tions with people who already 
worked within the district,” 
Arbizu said. “They’ve already 
had an opportunity to form 
relationships with others.”

The district has gone 
through this before, and Ar-
EL]X�LV�FRQŭGHQW�WKDW�WKH�GLV-
trict will succeed.

ņ,WńV�QRW�WKH�ŭUVW�WLPH�>ZHńYH�
KDG�D�YDVW�DGPLQ�FKDQJH@�Ň�$U-
bizu said. “And I hate to say it, 
>EXW@�,�GRQńW�WKLQN�LWńV�JRLQJ�WR�
be the last time either, just be-
cause we’re people, and things 
happen. Nobody has a crys-
WDO� EDOO� WR� ŭJXUH� RXW� H[DFWO\�
what’s coming, so you work 
with things the best you can.”

Mesa will be continuing 
her interim position until 
Hartig returns on April 18. 

Dr. Clarisse Mesa VICTORIA SANTANA
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Elisa Castillo and Bridgette Martin acting in “Friendship Hurts.”

Playwrights Project
Ellie Blakely
news writer

———
On Jan. 31, Aragon’s Advanced 

Drama class hosted its an-
nual performance of the Young 
Playwrights Project at 7 p.m. in 
the Aragon theater. The Young 
Playwrights Project is a unit in 
which students write their own 
plays, get feedback from peers 
and then vote on which plays to 
perform. Students participate in 
the performance as either direc-
tors or actors.

Drama Director Shane 
Smuin oversees the project and 
believes it is a unique opportu-
nity for students.

“For a lot of [the students], 
they’ve never written a play 
before,” Smuin said. “And 
WKH\ńYH�GHŭQLWHO\�QHYHU�KHDUG�
their own words said out loud 
by other people, which is a 
really cool and a little bit un-
nerving experience.”

7KH� ŭUVW� SOD\� RI� WKH� QLJKW��
“The Silliest Goose,” written 
and directed by senior Isabella 
Bianco, was a comedic drama 
that took place on the night 
of the Goosepocalypse, where 
geese take the shape of loved 
ones and kill their victims. The 
play features a worker whose 
boss turns into a goose and 
confesses to the worker that he 
is his father. 

Junior Sophia Rayes’ play, 
“Friendship Hurts,” is centered 
around two teenage girls who 
struggle to keep their friend-
VKLS� DŮRDW�� $� GUDPDWLF� FRQ-
frontation turns into a friend-
ship breakup as the two realize 
that they need a break from 
their messy relationship.

Rayes took inspiration 
from the complex nature of 
female friendships. 

“It’s an experience that a lot 
of teenage girls go through,” 
Rayes said. “Where they have 
this friend that they really 
want to hold on to, but they’ve 
outgrown the friendship, so it 
begins hurting them. I wanted 
to bring awareness to that and 
put it on stage.”

Rayes also noted the chal-
lenges that came with portray-
ing a sensitive topic.

“It was really hard to be 
mindful of the topic that we’re 
talking about because obvious-
ly, my show is very emotional 
and sensitive,” Rayes said. “[By] 
asking my friends, having peo-
ple read it for me [and] getting 
feedback from the class, I was 
able to gauge what the reac-
tions were and then edit based 
RŬ�RI�WKDW�Ň

Sophomore Li Jennings’ play, 
“A Really Cool Pair of Shoes,” 
ZDV�D�SXQ�ŭOOHG�FRPHG\�IHDWXU-
ing shoe store employee Ron-
ald McMcMac, who battles his 

manager, Manny Ger, and a 
customer, Cus Tomer, for a pair 
of shoes. Ronald emerges tri-
umphant, but when he goes to 
WU\�RQ�WKH�VKRHV��WKH\�GRQńW�ŭW��

Senior Steven Dominguez, 
who played Manny Ger, appre-
ciated the caricaturistic nature 
of his role. 

“Manny Ger was a very 
funny character,” Dominguez 
said. “I got to act lazy, which 
was very fun. If I wasn’t really 
feeling like it, I could just go 
on [stage] and it would still be 
pretty authentic.”

“And They Were Cowork-
ers,” written and directed by 
junior Ash Caballaro was an 
enemies-to-lovers romance, 
featuring two Apple Store em-
ployees who get to know each 
other while stuck in an escape 
room. Having initially judged 
one another and made false as-
sumptions, the two realize they 
are more compatible than they 
once thought.

Caballaro commented on 
the process of directing a play.

“It felt crazy because I’ve 
never done anything like this 
before,” Caballaro said. “I don’t 
particularly like being bossy, 
so that challenged me a little. 
I tried to say things as nice 
as possible and guide actors 
through who their characters 
are, and give them freedom.”

7KH� ŭQDO� SOD\� RI� WKH� QLJKW��
senior Andrew McColl’s “A Hal-
lowed Tempest,” was a genre 
VKLŶ�DŶHU�D�QLJKW�RI�FRPHGLHV��
The play portrays Emery who, 
frustrated by a lack of changes 
in the world, seeks answers 
from the Grand Architect. 
When the Grand Architect 
reveals that even they do not 
have the answers, Emery real-
izes that their life is in their 
own hands.

Junior Samantha Green, who 
played the Grand Architect, en-
joyed exploring the complexi-
ties of her character.

“[My character was] so com-
plex, so fun to play, [and] they 
were dramatic,” Green said. 
“It’s always interesting to navi-
gate the more emotional parts 
RI� WKDW� DQG� ŭJXUH� RXW� ZKHUH�
the character is coming from.”

Audience members ap-
preciated the assortment of 
plays and greatly enjoyed 
each performance.

“I love the variety that it had,” 
said freshman McKenna Lind-
berg. “There was comedy, there 
ZDV� WUDJHG\�� WKHUH� ZDV� VWXŬ�
that actually made you think 
about life, and it was just overall 
so entertaining to watch.”

Following the conclusion of 
the Young Playwrights Proj-
ect, Aragon Drama prepares 
for “Much Ado About Nothing” 
from March 20-23.

DARRA MCLINTOCK



Yang Yang
news writer

———
Recently, many climate proj-

ects have been implemented to 
better improve the school envi-
ronment, including the tri-bins, 
bamboo utensils and electric 
charging in the parking lot. 

“Everyone leaves trash ev-
erywhere, [which is] making 
the seagulls come,” 
said sophomore 
Haley Lau. “[The 
seagulls start] 
eating food 
that’s not 
for them, it 
leaves the 
campus a re-
ally big mess 
DŶHU� OXQFK�
and then the 
VWDŬ�KDV� WR�FOHDQ�
it up [which is] a lot 
of extra work for them 
… People [littering] food [is also] 
really disrespectful to the people 
making the food [and] wasteful.”

There are now new addi-
tions of tri-bins on campus for 
the purpose of encouraging 
students to properly sort their 
trash. The tri-bins have three 
GLŬHUHQW� FRORUV�� EOXH�� EODFN�
and green with symbols that 
represent recycling, trash and 
compost, respectively. 

Further, during the No-
vember sustainability week, 
plastic utensils were changed 
to bamboo 
utensils; the 
same change 
will be made 
in April for 
Earth Week.

“I prefer 
[ b a m b o o 
utensils] bet-
ter than plastic ones, but the 
only downgrade is that you get 
a woody taste when you bite 
into your food,” said freshman 
6RŭD�&DEUHUD��ņ2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��
WKH\ńUH� SHUIHFWO\� ŭQH� Ō� >DQG@�
they are a really good alterna-
tive for plastic.”

&XUUHQWO\�� WKHUH� KDYH� RQO\�
been small changes, but in the 
future, there will be more and 
larger projects. 

ņ>2QH@� LQLWLDWLYH� LV� WR� SXW� LQ�
QHZHU��PRUH�HůFLHQW�VRODU�SDQ-
els at Aragon,” said Greg Moret-
ti, Advanced Placement Envi-
ronmental Science teacher and 
Aragon’s representative on the 
district’s sustainability commit-
tee. “They’ll cover the entire 
student parking lot with so-
lar panels [and] we’ll have 
at least three Electric 
Vehicle charging 
stations in-

stalled either this semester or 
over the summer … eventually 
we’ll have 12 EV charging park-
ing spots on campus … to make 
it easier for people to use elec-
tric vehicles.”

&OXEV� OLNH� 2QH� :RUOG� &OXE�
also contributed to these causes. 

“I was motivated in seventh 
grade by Greta Thunberg and 
it opened my eyes to climate 

change” said senior Julia 
Del Mundo.  “Lots of 

people are unedu-
cated about it and 

don’t know how 
to solve it, or 
think they have 
to make a huge 
impact. But 
small things 

can add up to 
one big impact if 

we all come togeth-
er … The [club] name 

in itself is [how] we have 
this one world that we need to 
save together.”

Many other Aragon students 
were also involved in building 
these environmental projects, 
requiring many negotiations 
and preparations to successfully 
conduct them. 

ņ,W� WRRN� D� ORW� RI� HŬRUW� WR� LQ-
state even just small initiatives 
for green sustainability proj-
ects,” said senior Matthew Lau. 
“Especially when I went to the 
board to present my group’s ini-
tiative, the main concern was 

WKH�ŭQDQFLDO�LPSDFW�RI�LQVWDWLQJ�
compostable or biodegradable 
foodware. We weren’t able to 
fully instate that, but we were 
able to do small actions that 
were sustainable, but also fea-
sible.  We’ve implemented the 
condiment dispensers where 
you pump the ketchup, mustard 
and ranch to mitigate the usage 
of plastic condiment wrappers.”

As climate crises become 
more prevalent, there will be 
more projects implemented in 
hopes of addressing these is-

sues launching in 
the new 2025-2026 

school year.

EVA LUDWIG

Oliver Levitt
features writer

———
There are countless forms 

RI� DUW�� RQH� FDQ� SDLQW�� VFXOSW�
a statue, write a song or even 
put art on one’s body through 
piercing or tattoos. At Aragon, 
students embrace body art for 
a variety of personal reasons.

“Most of my piercings I 
got because I liked how they 
look,” said senior Miller El-
liot. “They’re not super per-
manent, so if I like their look, 
I can [get behind the idea of 
putting] it on my body. For my 
tattoo, I knew what I wanted 
to get for years beforehand. I 
got my lucky number, which 
is 13 [tattooed] in Roman nu-
merals on my side.”

As a way to express him-
self, senior Kade McKenzie’s 
choice to get a piercing took 
much consideration.

“For a long time I thought I 
wanted a piercing, [but] I just 
didn’t know what I wanted to 
get,” McKenzie said. “They actu-
ally depend on facial structure, 
and some piercings match 
people better [than others] 
… I really wanted one in 
my ear and I thought 
[the rook] was super 
cool. For the eyebrow 
piercing, I just felt a 
connection.”

However, ju-
nior Jack Mc-
Neely had a 
l e s s - p l a n n e d 
process in get-
ting piercings 
and a tattoo, in-
volving a friend’s 
assistance.

“I have a tattoo 
RQ� P\� OHŶ�� LQVLGH�
of my ankle, and it’s 
a stick and poke,” 
McNeely said. “It’s 
D�WLWOH�RI�D�&'�RQ�DQ�
album from a band 
I like … I was look-
ing for an oppor-
tunity for change in 
my life, something that made 
me unique [and] more for me. 
You don’t really have a lot 
of control about your 
body, so it was 
cool to have 
s o m e t h i n g 
that [made 
me think] ‘I did that, and it 
makes me look awesome.’”

Despite the unplanned na-
ture of his tattoo, McNeely 
wouldn’t change his choice.

“I don’t regret any of 
them,” McNeely said. “I feel 
for a lot of people, they would 
have regretted the tattoo, be-
cause now I’m not as into the 
band as I was [at the time]. 
But for me, it feels like a me-
mento of that time in my life. 
Years come and go and you 
just forget them so quickly. 
I don’t remember much of 
my childhood, but because 
of that memento on my body, 
I will always remember at 
least a little bit of freshman 
year and those friends that I 
had … and just who I was as 
a person. It’ll always remind 
me of how I’ve changed as a 
human being.”

The art of tattooing has also 
expanded to many students.

“I’m an artist and for this 
ODVW� &KULVWPDV�� P\� GDG� JRW�
me a tattoo gun because he 
thought it’d be an interest-
ing idea for me to improve on 

art in different ways,” said 
junior Danny Renal. “He has 
a lot of tattoos, so he’s in-
terested in it. I [thought], ‘I 
should try it out, see how it 
works,’ because it could also 
be a job [for me] ... I watched 
Ink Master [and] I [thought] 
‘wow, it’s really cool how you 
could create this image on 
someone’s body.’ I’ve always 
been interested in forms of 
art that aren’t just painting.”

However, there are many 
unique challenges that tat-
too artists face.

“[I’ve told people] ‘when 
it’s legal for both of us, I can 
give you a tattoo,’” Renal 
said. “You make one wrong 
mistake and the customer is 
not going to be happy, and 
you’re going to feel really 
bad because it’s permanent. 
If you ever watch a video of 
someone tattooing, they’re 
not stressed because [they’ve 
been doing] it for a long time, 
but there’s a lot of mental 

stability you need to have to 
compose yourself.”

Not only can giving tat-
toos be a stressful process 
for the tattooer, but many 
feel concerned about the 
possibility of social conse-
quences of getting a tattoo 
or piercing.

“People may see me in a 
different light because of [my 
piercings], not that I’ve ever 
been necessarily a menacing 
individual, but the piercing 
doesn’t make me seem the 
most approachable,” McK-
enzie said. “I have worried 
about [finding] work with a 
facial piercing, but I quickly 
realized as time moves on 
people are becoming more 
and more accepting of ex-
pression and just having one 
piercing isn’t too crazy.”

Aside from social conse-
quences, stereotypes sur-
rounding piercings and tattoos 
remain problematic.

“In recent years, [the 
piercing based stereotyping] 
has gone down. It’s more of 

a fashion trend now, rather 
than an indicator of sexual-
ity,” McNeely said. “For tat-
toos, there’s definitely still 
a huge stigma. [People often 
say] for job interviews ‘don’t 
show that you have a tattoo,’ 
or ‘don’t show tattoos around 
little kids.’ Those are very big 
stereotypes that are pushed and 
they seem very bogus to me.”

In addition, religion can 
play a role in one’s decision 
to get body art.

“My dad’s side isn’t reli-
gious at all and my dad has 
a lot of tattoos on his body,” 
Renal said. “But my mom’s 
side is very religious, es-
pecially my grandma and 
grandpa; they do not like tat-
toos. Even when I brought 
up to my family I got a tat-
too gun, they were all very 
shocked. I believe it has 
something to do with having 
your body cleansed and a tat-
too is not cleansing. Also, a 
lot of people think some tat-
toos look satanic which isn’t 
JRRG� IRU� D� &DWKROLF� IDPLO\��
It’s your body, and unless it’s 

harming you … it should 
be okay if you really want 
one, but you just have 
to know it’s permanent 
and that it’s a very seri-
ous matter.”

Although many fac-
tors play a role in one’s 
decision to body-art, 

piercings require 
consent under 18 
years old and tattoos 
are illegal under 18.

“I don’t really like 
the restrictions,” 

McKenzie said. “I un-
derstand why they’re 
there, but I know if my 
dad didn’t consent, I 
would have just got it 

from a sketchy, non-pro-
fessional person. People 
who want piercings, 
most of the time, will 

get them. [For] people 
who [aren’t in] high school 
[yet], I understand a restric-
tion there. But once you start 
to be able to make decisions 

for yourself, in high 
school [as]  a teen-

ager, you should 
be able to get a 
piercing with-

out consent.”
However, other students 

agree with the legal restrictions.
“It’s a pretty fair limit be-

cause while you’re living un-
der your parents’ household, 
you should probably do what 
they want you to do,” Elliot 
said. “You’re only 18. You can 
do whatever you want from 
that point on, but you should 
also really consider if you 
want this on your body for 
the rest of your life.”

Ultimately, making the 
right decision in getting body 
art depends on each student’s 
unique perspectives. 

“It’s hard to know whether 
a tattoo or a piercing is going 
to be something you like in the 
long run,” McNeely said. “I’m 
one of those people that has 
VXFK�D�VSHFLŭF�PLQGVHW�WR�OLIH��
and it’s ‘the next day isn’t guar-
anteed, so why not take a risk? 
Why not make that choice?’ I 
may end up hating this tattoo 
in a couple years, but I may 
not survive a couple years, so 
while I like it now, might as 
well do it.”

Leadership sustainability commission hosts trash sorting event. FELIX MA

The world is on track to reach 3.1 de-
grees Celsius warming by the end of 
this century

United Nations Emissions Gap report   
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Recently, Liam Rensley, a 

CEO on the Forbes 400, has 
RůFLDOO\� DQQRXQFHG� KLV� GH-
FLVLRQ� WR� DFTXLUH� 7LN7RN�� +H�
LQWHQGV� WR� UHQDPH� LW� <�� DQG�
soon, American citizens will 
EH�DEOH�WR�GRRP�VFUROO�ZLWK�QR�
ZRUULHV�RI�D�EDQ�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH�

2I� FRXUVH�� /LDP� 5HQVOH\�
GRHVQńW�H[LVW��DQG�7LN7RN�LVQńW�
JRLQJ�WR�EH�UHQDPHG��7KLV�LV�
HDV\�WR�IDFW�FKHFN��EXW�PDQ\�
still fall for simi-
ODU� GHFHLY-
ing stories 
that seem 
SODXVLEOH� DW�
ILUVW�JODQFH�

Part of this 
LV� GXH� WR� WKH� ULVH� RI�
VRFLDO�PHGLD� LQ� WKH�SDVW� IHZ�
GHFDGHV�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
3HZ� 5HVHDUFK� &HQWHU�� RYHU�
KDOI�RI�8�6��DGXOWV�XVH�VRFLDO�
PHGLD� VLWHV� OLNH� )DFHERRN��
<RX7XEH��,QVWDJUDP�DQG�7LN-
7RN�DV�QHZV�VRXUFHV�

ņ>$V�VRFLDO�PHGLD@�EH-
FRPHV� PRUH� PDWXUH��
there are people 
RXW� WKHUH� ZKR�
DUH� YHU\� DZDUH�
that they can 
get their mes-
VDJHV� RXW�Ň�
VDLG� KLVWRU\�
teacher Jona-
WKDQ� )HOGHU�� ņ(V-
pecially with the 
FXUUHQW� SUHVLGHQW� EH-
LQJ�HOHFWHG��KHńV�SRLQWLQJ�RXW�
IDNH� QHZV� DOO� WKH� WLPH� DQG�
XVLQJ�VRFLDO�PHGLD�LQ�DQ�XQ-
XVXDO�ZD\�Ō�7KHUHńV� D� ORW� RI�
SHRSOH� RXW� WKHUH� ZKR� DUHQńW�
VR�FRQFHUQHG�DERXW�ZKDW�LP-
SDFW� WKH\ńUH� DFWXDOO\� KDYLQJ�
RQ� SHRSOH�� 7KH\ńOO� MXVW� VD\�
ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�ZDQW�WR�VD\�WR�
DFFRPSOLVK�VRPHWKLQJ�Ň

6SHFLILFDOO\� IRU� 7LN7RN��
at least half of Gen Z see 
QHZV� GDLO\� RQ� WKH� SODW-
IRUP��DQG�DURXQG�����
UHJXODUO\�JHW�QHZV�
IURP� WKHUH�� 7KLV�
PDNHV� 7LN7RN�
LQFUHGLEO\� LQ-
I OXHQWLDO� DPRQJ�
WHHQDJHUV� DQG�
\RXQJ�DGXOWV�

ņ>7KH�YLGHRV�RQ�7LN-
7RN� DUH@� UHDOO\� VKRUW�� VR�
WKH\� FDQńW� SXW� HYHU\� GHWDLO�
LQ� WKHUH�Ň� VDLG� VRSKRPRUH�

/LVD� <DX�� ņ7KDW� FRXOG�
PDNH� SHRSOH�
P L V X Q G H U -
VWDQG� ZKDW�
>WKH� SRVW� LV@�
WU\LQJ� WR� VD\��

(YHU\RQHńV� XVHG�
WR� VKRUW� YLGHRV� DQG� JHW-

ting information really fast, 
VR� QR� RQH� ZDQWV� WR� DFWXDOO\�
JR�VHDUFK�DERXW�WKH�QHZV�Ň

7KLV� LVVXH� LV� IXUWKHU�FRP-
SOLFDWHG� E\� WKH� ZD\� VRPH�
QHZV� DFFRXQWV� SUHVHQW� VHQ-
VDWLRQDOL]HG� FRQWHQW� WR� JHQ-

HUDWH� PRUH� SXEOLFLW\�
DQG�OLNHV�

ņ,I� \RXńUH� WU\-
LQJ� WR� JHW� \RXU�
YLGHRV�WR�KDYH�D�
ORW�RI�OLNHV��\RX�
KDYH� WR� PDNH�
\RXU� ODQJXDJH�
YHU\� >LQIODP-
PDWRU\@�Ň� <DX�
VDLG�� ņ,� FDQ�HDV-

LO\� EHOLHYH� WKHP�
EHFDXVH� WKH\� PDNH�

LW� VRXQG� VR� UHDO�� DQG� WKHLU�
ODQJXDJH� LV� VR� DJJUHVVLYH��
>6RPHWLPHV�@�SHRSOH� VWDUW�DU-
JXLQJ� LQ� WKH� FRPPHQW� VHF-
WLRQ�� DQG� LI� ,� VD\�� Ń6KRXOGQńW�
ZH�VHH�LI�LWńV�DFWXDOO\�WUXH"ń�,�
JHW�DWWDFNHG�Ň

7KH�HIIHFWV�RI�PLVLQIRUPD-
WLRQ� DUH� ZLGHVSUHDG�� IURP�
SROLWLFV�WR�PHGLFLQH�WR�ZRUOG-

ZLGH�HYHQWV��)RU�H[DPSOH��DI-
WHU�WKH������HOHFWLRQ��'RQDOG�

7UXPS�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�
HOHFWLRQ� ZDV� D� IUDXG��

OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�-DQX-
DU\��WK�5LRW�

ņ7KH� HYLGHQFH��
especially from 
PXOWLSOH� VWDWHV�
UHFRXQWLQJ� WKHLU�

EDOORWV� DQG� HYHQ�
WKH� YLFH� SUHVLGHQW�

certifying the elec-
WLRQ�� SURYHG� WKDW� WKH� �����
HOHFWLRQ� ZDV� QRW� ULJJHG�Ň�
VDLG�VRSKRPRUH�/DXUD�:DQJ��
ņ,� EHOLHYH� WKDW�
7UXPS�� GXH� WR�
political rea-
VRQV�� Ō�
XVHG� KLV�
PH G L D�
a t t e n -
tion to 
tell his 
VXSSRUWHUV�
WR� ŃPDUFK�
WR� WKH� FDSLWDO�ń� DQG� WKH\�
IROORZHG�KLV�ZRUGV�WR�GR�H[-
DFWO\�WKDW��+LV�ZRUGV�FDXVHG�
H[WUHPH�YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�FDSL-
WDO�Ō�7KH�SRZHU�WKDW�ELDVHG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�KDV�RYHU�SHRSOH�
LV�WUXO\�LQVDQH�Ň

'XULQJ�WKH�&29,'����SDQ-
GHPLF�� PLVLQIRUPDWLRQ� IX-
HOHG� DQWL�$VLDQ� VHQWLPHQW��
Global crises create a lot of 
FKDRV� DQG� XQFHUWDLQW\��PDN-
ing them prime oppor-
WXQLWLHV� IRU� IDOVH�
QDUUDWLYHV� WR�
VSUHDG�RQOLQH�

ņ ( Y H U \ -
one first 
W K R X J K W�
it was be-
FDXVH�RI�PRQNH\V��
WKHQ� EDWV� DQG�
WKHQ� WKH\� >EODPHG�
WKH@�:XKDQ�SHRSOH�Ň�<DX�VDLG��
ņ1R�RQH� UHDOO\�NQRZV�ZK\� LW�
ZDV�FDXVHG�DQG�HYHU\RQH�MXVW�

VWDUWHG� DWWDFNLQJ� :XKDQ��
$V� D� &KLQHVH� SHUVRQ�� ,� ZDV�
VFDUHG�ZKHQ�WKHUH�ZDV�$VLDQ�
KDWH�KHUH�LQ�$PHULFD�Ň

7KLV� IHDU� DQG� VFDSH-
goating was am-
SOLILHG� E\� PDQ\�
SXEOLF� ILJXUHV�
ZKR� IXHOHG� WKH�
misinformation, 
as well as some 
JHQHUDO� GLVWUXVW�
VXUURXQGLQJ� WKH� VFL-
HQFH�RI�WKH�SDQGHPLF�

ņ7UXPS� VDLG� &29-
,'� �� ���ZDV� WR� EH� FRPSOHWHO\�
EODPHG� RQ� WKH� &KLQHVH�Ň�
:DQJ�VDLG��ņ�+H�HYHQ�FDOOHG�LW�

.XQJ� )OX��:KHQ� WKHUH� LV�
&29,'� �� ��� RU� DQ\� RWK-
HU� SDQGHPLF�� ZH� QHHG�
WR� EH� XQLWHG� DQG� ZRUN�

together to protect the 
ZHDNHVW�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�
society, not start com-

plaining 
WKDW� YDF-
cines are 
S R L V RQ RX V�
when people 
KDYH� ZRUNHG�
VR� KDUG� WR�
create them 
to protect 
DOO�RI�XV�Ň

M i s -
informa-
WLRQ�IXHOV�VRFL-
HWDO� GLYLVLRQ��
r e i n f o r c i n g 

SUH�H[LVWLQJ�
EHOLHIV� GXH� WR�
c on f i r m at ion 
ELDV�DQG�HURG-
LQJ� WUXVW�� ,Q�
IDFW�� SUHYLRXV�

H[SRVXUH� WR� PLV-
information in-

creases the chances 
RI�SHRSOH�EHOLHYLQJ�LW�DF-
FRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Psychology Association, 
FUHDWLQJ�D�KDUPIXO�F\FOH�

ņ>0LVLQIRUPDWLRQ@� FDQ�
SRWHQWLDOO\� EUHDN� IULHQG-
ships apart if two people 
EHOLHYH� YDVWO\� GLIIHUHQW�

WKLQJV�Ň� :DQJ� VDLG��
ņ7KH\� VWDUW� DUJX-
LQJ��DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�
MXVW� VSOLW� DSDUW� LI�
WKH\� UHIXVH� WR�
FRPSURPLVH�� ,Q�
America right 

QRZ�� WKH� 5HSXE-
OLFDQV� DQG� 'HPR-

FUDWV� EHOLHYH� YDVWO\�
GLIIHUHQW� WKLQJV�� 7KH�

ZKROH� FRXQWU\� LV� VSOLW�
DSDUW� EHWZHHQ� WZR� GLIIHUHQW�
YLHZV�RQ�WKHVH�LVVXHV��>FUHDW-
LQJ@�D�ORW�RI�SDUWLVDQVKLS�Ň

Misinformation, especially 
RQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD�� SOD\V� D� NH\�
UROH�LQ�VKDSLQJ�SXEOLF�SHUFHS-
WLRQ�DQG�FDQ�RŶHQ�GHHSHQ�VR-
FLHWDO� GLYLVLRQV�� ,W� IXHOV� PLV-
XQGHUVWDQGLQJV�DFURVV�FUXFLDO�

LVVXHV� LQ� HYHU\RQHńV�
GDLO\� OLYHV�� IURP�

politics to health, 
which notes the 

impor t ance 
o f ŭQGLQJ� WUXVW-

IXO� VRXUFHV� IRU�
informa-

WLRQ�

The deadly misinformation pandemic in the media

Antonio Mangano
features writer

———
7KH�VKRUW�OLYHG�EDQ�RQ�7LN-

7RN�KDV�EURXJKW�RQOLQH�SULYD-
F\� LQWR� VKDUS� IRFXV�� UDLVLQJ�
FRQFHUQV�DERXW�KRZ�SHUVRQDO�
GDWD� LV� FROOHFWHG�� XVHG� DQG�
H[SORLWHG�� )URP� VFDP� FDOOV�
WR�GDWD�EURNHUV��SHUVRQDO� LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ� IDFHV� QXPHURXV�
WKUHDWV�RQOLQH�

2QOLQH�SULYDF\� LV� WKH�FRQ-
FHSW�RI�NHHSLQJ�SHUVRQDO�GDWD�
VDIH� ZKLOH� RQOLQH� RU� XVLQJ�
WKH� LQWHUQHW��+RZHYHU��PDQ\�
SHRSOH� UHPDLQ� XQDZDUH� RI�
KRZ� YXOQHUDEOH� WKHLU� GDWD�
PD\�EH��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3HZ�5H-
VHDUFK�&HQWHU������RI�$PHUL-
FDQV�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�OLWWOH�
WR� QR� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ� DERXW�
WKH�ODZV�DQG�UHJXODWLRQV�WKDW�
DUH�FXUUHQWO\�LQ�SODFH�WR�SUR-
WHFW�WKHLU�GDWD�SULYDF\��

ņ7KH� LQWHUQHW� LV� DV� VDIH� DV�
\RX�FDQ�PDNH�LW�Ň�VDLG�VRSKR-
PRUH� $QMDOL� .DO\DQDNULVK-
QDQ��ņ7KHUH�DUH�FHUWDLQ�WKLQJV�
\RX�FDQ�GR�WR�PDNH�\RXU�H[SH-
ULHQFH� VDIHU�� OLNH�QRW� VKDULQJ�
\RXU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�Ň

:LWK�SHUVRQDO�GDWD�DW�ODUJH��
scam centers can access per-
VRQDO�SKRQH�QXPEHUV�RI�PDQ\�
SHRSOH��VHQGLQJ�FDOOV�WR�LQGLYLG-
XDOV�DQG�FRPPRQO\�SRUWUD\LQJ�
WKHPVHOYHV�DV�FXVWRPHU�VHUYLFH�
DJHQWV�IURP�ODUJH�FRPSDQLHV��

7KRXJK� WKH\� DUH� LOOHJDO�
LQ� WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV�� VFDP�
FDOOV�UHPDLQ�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�
LQFUHDVLQJO\� VRSKLVWLFDWHG��
WKDQNV� WR� DGYDQFHPHQWV� LQ�
DUWLILFLDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH��

ņ,� NQRZ� RI� VRPH� SHRSOH�
ZKR� KDYH� UHFHLYHG� >VSDP@�
FDOOV�ZKHUH� >WKH�FDOOV@�VRXQG�
H[DFWO\� OLNH� VRPHRQH� WKH\�
NQHZ� RQ� WKH� RWKHU� HQG�� DQG�
WKH\ńUH� GHPDQGLQJ� D� UDQ-
VRP�Ň� VDLG� VHQLRU� 5XKL�
0XGRL�� ņ7KRVH� DUH�
GHILQLWHO\� GDQJHU-
RXV� EHFDXVH�
WKRVH�>FDOOV@�
X VXD O O\�
prey on 
WKH�HOGHU-
O\�RU�HYHQ�
FKLOGUHQ�Ň

6 LP L -
lar to scam 
calls, scam 
WH[WV�DUH�DOVR�
YHU\� FRPPRQ��
especially among 
\RXQJHU� JHQHUDWLRQV�
VLQFH� SHRSOH� KDYH� VWDUWHG�
WR�OHDUQ�WR�QRW�WUXVW�FDOOV�
WKDW� DUHQńW� IDPLOLDU��
7KHVH� PHVVDJHV� RŶHQ�
H[SORLW� UHFHQW� DFWLYLWLHV��
VXFK� DV� SDFNDJH� WUDFNLQJ��
E\�VHQGLQJ�IDNH�WH[WV�FODLPLQJ�
DGGLWLRQDO�IHHV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�

,Q� DGGLWLRQ� WR� VFDP� FHQ-
WHUV�� GDWD� EURNHUV� DUH� SHRSOH�

ZKR� PDNH� PRQH\� E\� XQODZ-
IXOO\� FROOHFWLQJ� RQOLQH� SHU-
VRQDO� GDWD� DQG� VHOOLQJ� VDLG�
information to 
companies 

IRU�YDULRXV�UHDVRQV��OLNH�PDU-
NHWLQJ�DQG�DGYHUWLVLQJ��

ņ7KHUH� DUH� FHUWDLQ� WKLQJV�
LQ� VRFLDO� PHGLD� ZKHUH� WKH\�

VDYH� \RXU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� DQG�
WKHQ�WKH\�JLYH�LW�WR�WKH�DGYHU-
WLVHU�� DQG� WKHQ� GDWD� EURNHUV�

FDQ� JHW� \RXU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
IURP� DGYHUWLVHUV�Ň� .DO\-
DQDNULVKQDQ�VDLG�

:KLOH� VRPH� GDWD� EUR-
NHUV� RSHUDWH� OHJDOO\� E\�
XVLQJ� SXEOLF� LQIRUPDWLRQ��
RWKHUV� XQODZIXOO\� DF-

FHVV� SULYDWH� GDWD�� FUH-
DWLQJ� VHULRXV� SULYDF\�
FRQFHUQV�� (YHQ� ZKHQ�

GDWD� EURNHUV�XVH� SXEOLF�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�� WKHLU� DFWLYL-
WLHV�FDQ�IHHO�LQYDVLYH��3UR-

WHFWLQJ� SHUVRQDO� GDWD� IURP�
XQDXWKRUL]HG� XVH� UHPDLQV�

FULWLFDO�� UHJDUGOHVV�
of the legality of 
WKHLU� PHWKRGV� DQG�
the information 
WKDW� WKH\�JHW��HYHQ�
LI� LWńV� SXEOLF� DQG�
KDV� DOUHDG\� EHHQ�
RQ�WKH�LQWHUQHW�

Many cases in-
YROYH� FRRNLHV��
ZKLFK�JUDQW�XV-
HUV� IXOO� DFFHVV�
WR�D�ZHEVLWHńV�
FRQWHQW��

ņ+RQHVW-
ly, for most 

people, they 
MXVW� DFFHSW� >FRRNLHV@� DV� D�
PDWWHU� RI� FRQYHQLHQFH�Ň�0X-
GRL�VDLG��ņ%HFDXVH�LQ�WKH�(X-
URSHDQ� 8QLRQ�� IRU� H[DPSOH��

WKH\� KDYH� UHJXODWLRQV� WKDW�
PDQGDWH� >ZHEVLWHV@� WR� DVN�
\RX�DERXW�FRRNLHV�Ň

&RRNLHV� WKHPVHOYHV� DUHQńW�
KDUPIXO��EXW�ZKHQ�DFFHSWLQJ�
WKHP� RQ� D� ZHEVLWH� WKDW� LVQńW�
FRPPRQ�RU�WUXVWZRUWK\��WKH\�
can open a gateway to scam-
PHUV�DQG�GDWD�EURNHUV��

ņ0DNH�VXUH�WR�GR�UHVHDUFK�
DQG�EH�YLJLODQW�Ň�0XGRL�VDLG��
ņ,I�\RXńUH�JRLQJ�RQ�D�ZHEVLWH��
be aware that there may be 
FHUWDLQ� VFDPV� RU� >GDWD� EUR-
NHUV� WKDW@� PD\� EH� WU\LQJ� WR�
XVH� \RXU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� 5LJKW�
QRZ�� GDWD� LV� D� YHU\� YDOXDEOH�
FXUUHQF\� VR� SHRSOH� DUH� ZLOO-
LQJ�WR�SD\�D�ORW�IRU�LW��Ň

2QOLQH�SULYDF\�SURWHFWLRQV�
are stronger for Californians 
WKDQ�PRVW� RWKHU� $PHULFDQV��
,Q� 2FWREHU� RI� ������ *DYLQ�
1HZVRP� DSSURYHG� WKH� &DOL-
IRUQLD�&RQVXPHU�3ULYDF\�$FW��
DOVR� NQRZQ� DV� WKH� '(/(7(�
Act, which places limitations 
RQ�WKH�GDWD�EURNHUVń�DFFHVV�WR�
XVHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��

:LWK� EDFNJURXQG� LQIRU-
PDWLRQ� FRYHULQJ� ZK\� RQOLQH�
SULYDF\� LV� LPSRUWDQW�� SHRSOH�
VKRXOG�EH�DZDUH�RI�ZKDWńV�JR-
LQJ�RQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��
:KHWKHU�LWńV�DFFHVVHG�E\�GDWD�
EURNHUV�RU�VFDPPHUV��NHHSLQJ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�RQHVHOI�VKRXOG�
always be a legitimate con-
FHUQ�ZKHQ�EHLQJ�RQOLQH�

MEILIN RIFE



This movie adap-
tation, starring Leonard Whiting as 

Romeo and Olivia Hussey as Juliet, quickly 
became incredibly popular, making over 30 

times its budget. In 2023, though, the two 
main stars sued Paramount Pictures over 
alleged sexual abuse claiming director 

Franco Zeffirelli coerced them into a 
nude scene despite being underage. 

The pair lost their law-
suit. Yikes!

An early 
work of William Shake-

speare’s, Romeo and Juliet was pub-
lished in 1597 and narrated the tragedy 
of two lovers from opposing families in 
Verona, Italy. After facing the trials of vi-
olence, arranged engagement and exile, Ro-
meo and Juliet poison themselves when their 

plan to reunite fails. In the centuries since its 
release, it has become one of Shakespeare’s 

most famous works, spawning nu-
merous adaptations.

This musical, which pre-
miered on Broadway in 1957, fol-

lows the rivalry between the American 
Jets and Puerto Rican Sharks, two gangs in 

1950s Manhattan. Tony, a former Jet, falls in love 
with Maria, the sister of a Shark. Their tragic 

love is based off Shakespeare’s play, with vi-
olence between the gangs and Tony dying 

in Maria’s arms. West Side Story won 
two Tony Awards in 1958 and 

has had two film adaptations 
in 1961 and 2021.

Written by Damon Intrabartolo 
and Jon Hartmere, Bare: A Pop Opera 

debuted at the Hudson Theatre in Los Ange-
les and follows students at a Catholic high school, 

debuting in 2000. It follows a tragedy framework in 
which the two lovers, Peter and Jason, must hide 
their relationship while Jason pursues a popular 
girl in an attempt to conform. Upon being 
outed, Jason and Peter’s relationship 

tragically ends Romeo-and-Juliet 
style as Jason overdoses on 

drugs and dies. 

& Juliet is a musi-
cal following an alternative storyline 

for Romeo and Juliet had Juliet not taken her 
own life in the end. In this new story, Juliet 

explores her identity and womanhood in 
experiences outside of Romeo as she ventures 

out of Verona. The musical premiered in Sep-
tember 2019 at the Manchester Opera House 

before moving to the more famous West 
End stage and has been recognized by 

the Tony and Laurence Olivi-
er awards.

An animated spin on 
the classic story, this 2011 film 

depicts the love story between Gnomeo 
and Juliet, two gnomes from rival gardens 
who hide their romance from their families. 
Unlike in the original play, the film ends with 
a happy ending as Gnomeo and Juliet marry 
after being accepted by their families. A box 
office smash, the film made over five times its 

budget, received nominations for the Annie 
Awards and Golden Globes and even 

led to a sequel called “Sherlock 
Gnomes.”

Voted Aragon’s favorite 
rom-com, “10 Things I Hate 

About You” (1999) stars Julia 
Stiles as Kat, an aloof feminist, 

and Heath Ledger as Patrick, a bad 
boy who is bribed to pursue Kat. Initial-

ly rebuffing Patrick’s advances, Kat 
is eventually won over through sere-

nading and paintball. When Kat finds out 
Patrick was bribed, she recites the movie’s 

titular poem, a list of reasons she both resents and loves 
him. The film ends happily as Patrick wins Kat back over 

with an earnest speech and Fend-
er Stratocaster guitar. 

Aragon’s third fa-
vorite rom-com, “La 

La Land” (2016) features Ryan 
Gosling as Sebastian, a struggling 

musician, and Emma Stone as Mia, an 
aspiring actress. The two meet and fall 

in love while pursuing their dreams, with 
Seb working to open his own jazz club and Mia 

writing her one-woman play. “La La Land” explores 
the fragile balance between maintaining love 

and chasing aspirations. It earned six 
Oscars, two Grammies and a 
variety of other 
awards.

Aragon’s sec-
ond favorite rom-

com is “To All The Boys 
I’ve Loved Before,” a 2018 film based 

on Jenny Han’s novel. Lara Jean (Lana Condor) 
habitually writes love letters to crushes, which 
she hides until her younger sister, Kitty, finds 
and mails them out. To hide her feelings for 
one crush, Lara Jean enters a fake rela-
tionship with a former crush, Peter (Noah 
Centineo). Soon, the two actually fall 

in love. The film resulted in 
two sequels and a spin-
off following Kitty, 

titled “XO, Kitty.” 

Based off 
of a Japanese novel of the 

same name, “I Want to Eat 
Your Pancreas” (2018) is a 
story about a boy who finds out his 

popular classmate is dying from a pan-
creatic illness. She jokes that she wants 

to eat his pancreas, hence the name. 
The pair become close friends, mak-
ing the ending ever more heart-
breaking. The film grossed $6 

million worldwide. “Love Actually” 
(2003), set during Christmastime, is an 
anthology that follows 10 couples with 

unique messages about love. In an en-
semble cast, various characters experi-
ence love in different ways: Mark moves 
on from Juliet after she gets married to 
Peter, Jamie proposes to Aurélia in 
broken Portuguese and rocker Bil-
ly confesses to his manager Joe. 
It was nominated for the Golden 
Globe Award for Best Motion 
Picture and remains a classic 
rom-com to this day.

Emma Stone
“She’s an absolute multi-
talented queen — [she’s] a 
wonderful actress, producer 
and singer (everyone should 

watch La La Land) and 
she’s also beautiful. What’s 

not to love?”
 Erin Finn (11)

Gordon Ramsay
“Gordon Ramsay’s creativity 
and dedication to his passion 
in getting people to meet his 
expectations is inspiring.”

 Elizabeth Yuan (10)

“When he’s on [screen,] it’s 
hard to know if I’m focused 
on his great acting, his terri-
ble dad jokes or his [beauti-

ful] face.”
Maria Medina Dussan (11) 

Matthew Gray Gubler

Camila Cabello
“I think she has such an in-
sane face card matched with 

a lot of talent, [which is] 
super attractive!”

Neeharika Kumar (11)

“He’s handsome and wrote Pia-
no Concerto No. 5 in F minor. 

I don’t know why it hasn’t 
charted on billboard yet.”
Marina Wiedmann (10)

Johann Sebastian Bach

“Aubrey is the most gorgeous 
person I’ve ever seen — also 
the funniest and the most en-
tertaining actor I’ve had the 

pleasure of watching.”
 Maya Patnaik (12)
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This Spotify playlist is a list of Aragon’s 
favorite songs about love and romance. For 
the full list, scan the QR code!

Valentine - Laufey

You Belong With Me - Taylor Swift

Lovefool - The Cardigans

Marry You - Bruno Mars

Dark Red - Steve Lacy

Fade Into You - Mazzy Star

I Love You Jesus - Trisha Paytas

Sofia - Clairo

Lovers Rock - TV Girl

Aubrey Plaza



Ceylon Liu
features writer

———
During early 2024, social 

media users were inundated 
with thousands of parody vid-
eos about the current largest 
epidemic: Sephora kids. From 
pre-teens to as young as six 
years old, young girls around 
the country have seemingly 
been restoring the economy 
through their purchases of 
Lululemon leggings, drunk 
elephant skincare and Sol de 
Janeiro perfume sets. 

As the parody videos of 
Sephora kids persist, there 
are many fingers pointed 
at a va-
riety of 
sources 
for this 
plag ue: 
social me-
dia influenc-
ers, parents 
failing to set 
a p p r o p r i a t e 
boundaries and 
even other kids all 
contribute to an entire 
generation acting far 
older than they are. 

“The majority of influ-
encers on social media [are] 
in their 20s, and the narra-
tive [online] is only around 

them,” said junior Evie Stern. 
“There’s not really good rep-
resentation for pre-teens and 
younger children, so they 
just liken themselves to the 
adults they see online.”

Parental figures also play 
a role in this development.

“[Parents] just want their 
kids to like them because 
they’ve been placed in this 
situation where they replaced 
parenting with friendship, so 
they want to keep their kids 
happy,” said senior Kasey 
Guerra Dorsa. “[Think back 
to] when you were really lit-
tle and you really liked your 
parents and then when you 
become a teenager, you start 
to become embarrassed of 

them. When their kids are 
transitioning, one way 

[for parents] to 
get [their 

kids] to 
l i k e 
them 

m o r e 
is to 

s u p p o r t 
their leap in 
maturity.”

This de-
sire for many girls to act 
older could also stem from 
expectations they face at 
younger ages.

“There’s more pressure 
[on girls] to be beautiful and 
mature,” Stern said. “Adults 
are always saying that girls 
are more mature for their 
age, while for boys it’s much 
more excusable to be chaotic. 
I see that with my own little 
brother. He’s eight years old, 
and all the girls in his class 
are kind of expected to be 
the role models of the class 
while the boys just go feral 
and the teachers are like, 
‘Oh, he’s eight.’”

However, others f ind 
that boys also face simi-
lar expectations.

“[Boys] might experience 
[the pressure] to act tough 
[and to] not talk about their 
feelings because they need to 
man up,” said freshman An-
gelie Cruz Pantoja. 

With more influencers 
recently creating content 
aimed at a younger male au-
dience, these strong views 
of masculinity may be trans-
ferred to a younger age group 
than before. 

“Andrew Tate is pushing 
a certain aesthetic and a 
very specific agenda of what 
he thinks that masculinity 
should be,” said senior Janak 
Bhuta. “These influencers 
are in their 30s or 40s, so 

they have a lot more life ex-
perience, and they’ve defined 
what they want 
[m a s c u l i n -
ity] to be 
t h e m -
selves. 
B u t 
people 
w h o 
a r e 
young-
er that 
m i g h t 
not know 
better might 
just adopt that 
[mindset and] start 
practicing that at a 
young age.”

With many factors that 
play a role in the desire to 
be older, many students find 
it alarming.

“When [kids] start out 
young and they’re trying to 
act more mature than their 
age, … [they] lose out on 
[their] childhood,” said se-
nior Malia Choi. “Childhood 
[is a time where] you can 
be free to do whatever you 
want, and then when you’re 
older … you have more re-
sponsibilities. [Kids are now] 
missing out on that fun time 
when you could just have fun 
with your friends.”

However, some find it 
hypocritical to judge kids’ 
responses to the causes.

“We all have annoying 
little things we did as 

kids at some 
point,” Stern 
said. “You 

just have 
to let them 

figure 
o u t 

their way 
t h r ough 

t h e 
funky 
y e a r s 

a n d 
grow into 

a mature person. There’s 
no way to really avoid it. I 
don’t think we should cri-
tique kids for that because 
they’re learning and grow-
ing … I don’t even love kids 
that much myself, but it 
feels wrong to hate on them 
for wanting to buy Drunk 
Elephant. They’re teen girls 
[and] 10-year-old girls.”

With many children hav-
ing the desire to grow older, 
the causes of this develop-
ment, including social me-
dia, pressure and expec-
tations go unnoticed and 
continue to impact children’s 
self-esteem and actions.

FEATURES/OPINIONFEATURES/OPINION

Jannah Nassef
news writer

———
*This column represents the 

opinion of the author.
Ideally, we would like to be-

lieve that the media and news 
we watch is objective and unbi-
ased to understand the world 
around us. It has become in-
creasingly evident that this is 
simply not the case, especially 
concerning Western media’s 
coverage of Israel’s illegal in-
vasion of Palestine.

The coverage of Israeli at-
tacks on Palestinian fami-
lies, civilians and children 
has been biased. The horrific 
case of Muhammed Bhar, a 
young Palestinian man who 
had Down syndrome and au-
tism, and required constant 
care from his family, reveals 
Western media bias against 
Palestinian suffering and 
killings. The Israeli military 
raided his home on July 3, 
2024 and let their militant 
dog attack him. They then 
locked him in a secluded 
room and drove his family 
away at gunpoint. His fam-
ily returned to his decaying 
body a week later. 

Middle East Eye headlined 
this, saying “Gaza: Palestin-
ian with Down syndrome 
‘left to die’ by Israeli soldiers 
after combat dog attack.” 
Turkish news network An-
adolu Agency wrote, “Gazan 
man with Down’s syndrome 
mauled by Israeli army dog, 
left to die, family says.” The 
BBC headline read “The 
lonely death of Gaza man 
with Downs syndrome.” In 
the BBC’s headline, it was 
phrased as if it was an unfor-
tunate turn of events. 

Data scientists Dana Najj-
ar and Jan Lietava conducted 
a study on the BBC, observ-

ing hundreds of articles post-
ed by the BBC, and noticed 
a “systematic disparity in 
how Palestinian and Israeli 
deaths are treated.” Diction 
like “massacre”, “slaughter” 
and “murder” were solely 
used for Israeli deaths, while 
the words “killed” and “died” 
were almost always used for 
Palestinian deaths. Family 
relations, such as “mother” 
or “son” were more inclined 
to be associated with Israe-
lis rather than Palestinians. 
The constant lack of context 
and proper coverage reveals 
blindspots in reporting by 
Western media. 

The Israeli government 
has repeatedly said that their 
goal is to “eliminate terror-
ists,” and Western media re-
peats their claim regarding 
“self-defense.” However, that 
is not the case.

“[The Israel Defense Forc-
es] would beat people, includ-
ing women … for being out,” 
said Maya, a Palestinian 
Muslim with family in the 
West Bank. “They’d some-
times shoot people [down]. 
[I] would try to sleep, and 
[I’d] hear people scream-
ing for their lives. [Some-
times,] they’d break into 
houses. They killed one 
of my cousins when I 
was there. One time, 
my mom was trying to 
come back from my 
uncle’s house, they 
[aimed a] sniper at 
her in the taxi, and 
then threw a smoke 
bomb at them.” 

Similarly, West-
ern media primarily 
reports on Palestine 
resistance groups at-
tacks over Israeli as-
saults. The displacement of 
Palestinian people by Israeli 

violence is downplayed and 
normalized with language 
that primarily portrays them 
as aggressors. A 2003 analy-
sis by media law scholar Su-
san Dente Ross found that in 
the two years after Sept. 11, 
one-fifth of New York Times 
editorials expressed a belief 
that both sides were equally 
harming innocents while 
also disproportionately blam-
ing Palestinians for causing 
violence. That pattern has 
echoes today. 

“As the genocide has been 
going on [I’ve been] hearing 
about news from [my fam-

ily],”  said Yasmeen Sultan, 
a Palestinian-Iraqi teenager 
who has family in Gaza. 
“[I’ve] been hearing [stories 
about] buildings dropping 
on them [and] them having 
to evacuate their homes and 
live in tents, and then hear-
ing that … as they were hid-
ing out in a school, it got 
bombed and some of them 
died … It’s constantly por-
trayed, not even just the 
media, [but] in school [as 
well], as a two-sided thing. 
Palestinians are [portrayed 
as] terrorists, and that Israel 
had to defend themselves … 
Propaganda … has changed 
the way everyone views it, 
so now everyone’s scared to 
speak about the truth.”

Furthermore, stereotypes 
about Palestinians fit neatly 
into already established an-
ti-Islam and Arab narratives 
preached by Western media, 
including misconceptions 
about Islam, especially re-
garding violence. 

“Don’t answer violence with 
violence,” said Sheikh Ala Al 
Deen Al-Bakri, a prominent 
Muslim religious leader in 
the Bay Area. “Allah said 
to push a bad deed with 
a good deed, and it shall 
push back with good 
deeds … We should 
not whatsoever get in-
volved in violence to 
make our points … we 
don’t answer wrong 
with wrong.” 

Muslims are not 
allowed to harm 
any animals, non-
combatants, use 
fire, cut trees, burn 

homes or harm ci-
vilians. The only 

justification for any 
violence is self-defense 

initiated by another party 

intending to harm or kill as 
written in the Quran. 

Fight in the cause of Allah 
only against those who wage 
war against you, but do not 
exceed the limits. Allah does 
not like transgressors. (Surah 
Baqarah, aya 190 “‘The Cow, 
verse 190’”, “The Quran”)

By bombing hospitals, 
cutting off electricity, wa-
ter, food, Israel is implying 
that the entire population is 
a threat and full of terror-
ists and implicitly calling 
all Muslims and Islam itself 
a threat. Since Palestine is 
a majority Muslim country, 
Western media has taken ad-
vantage of the already estab-
lished negative reputation of 
Islam and Muslims, and used 
it to justify Israel’s actions. 

In the end, every nation, 
republic, democracy and dic-
tatorship built on racism and 
facism will fall. The current 
ceasefire would have not 
been possible without boy-
cotts, protests and aware-
ness. The Israeli and Ameri-
can governments would not 
put as much effort to silence 
pro-Palestinian voices if they 
did not matter. Western me-
dia would not incorrectly re-
port and cover up the truth 
of Palestinian suffering if 
their stories were not pow-
erful. Boycott, protest, have 
productive and respectful 
conversations with oppos-
ing sides, be understanding 
and most of all, trust in Al-
lah (The All-Mighty). I leave 
with a beautiful quote of the 
Quran, which has given me, 
and many others, hope in 
times of great distress.

Good and evil cannot be 
equal. Respond to evil with 
what is best, then the one you 
are in a feud with will be like 
a close friend. (Quran, 41:31)
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Dueling opinions: Valentine’s Day

Kyra Hsieh
features writer

———
The essence of Valentine’s Day is 

best captured in the story of its name-
sake, Saint Valentine — a priest who 
secretly married couples despite Em-
peror Claudius Gothicus’s decree for-
bidding young men from marrying so 
they could be sent to war. Defying the 
emperor’s orders, Saint Valentine was 
eventually executed. At its core, this is 
what Valentine’s Day is about: loving 
fearlessly, no matter the circumstances.

7RGD\��9DOHQWLQHńV�'D\�LV�RŶHQ�DVVRFL-
DWHG�ZLWK�JLŶV�ł�ORYH�OHWWHUV��ERXTXHWV�
RI�ŮRZHUV�� FKRFRODWHV�DQG� WHGG\�EHDUV��
While some view these traditions as 
overly commercialized, the act of giving 
is ultimately about expressing care.

“Some people that oppose consumer-
ism say that [Valentine’s Day] was creat-
ed by greeting card companies and com-
SDQLHV�WKDW�VHOO�FKRFRODWHV�DQG�ŮRZHUV�Ň�
said junior Sevara Saidova. “But if you 
think about it like that, then any other 
KROLGD\�ZKHUH�\RX�JLYH�JLŶV��OLNH�&KULVW-
PDV��>FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�FRQVXPHULVW@�Ň

%HVLGHV��WKH�VLJQLŭFDQFH�RI�D�JLŶ�LV�
not the amount of money that is spent, 
but the thought behind it. Senior Jer-
emy Lim highlights the importance of 
paying attention to one’s partner and 
friends, emanating the core of Valen-
tine’s of caring and showing apprecia-
tion for their loved ones. 

“When you’re in a relationship and 
[your partner] sees something they 
UHDOO\� OLNH�� \RX� UHPHPEHU� WKDW�Ň� /LP�
said. “[My girlfriend and I] were shop-
ping at Target together, and she [said] 
she really liked these candles, so I’m 
planning on getting her that … She’s 
also been sending me videos of people 
PDNLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�ERXTXHW�RI�ŮRZHUV��
so it would be cool to buy some of her 
IDYRULWH�ŮRZHUV�DQG�SXW�LQ�WKH�HŬRUW�WR�

DFWXDOO\�PDNH� D� ERXTXHW�� YHUVXV� MXVW�
EX\LQJ�D�QRUPDO�ERXTXHW�Ň�

Valentine’s Day has also evolved to 
be more inclusive. Historically, main-
stream portrayals of the holiday have 
been very heteronormative, with adver-
WLVHPHQWV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI� WKH�ņLGHDOŇ�KHW-
erosexual couple and Hallmark cards 
that assume pronouns and stereotypes. 
+RZHYHU��DV�VRFLHWDO�QRUPV�VKLŶ��VR�GRHV�
the recognition of diverse relationships. 
While there is still progress to be made, 
WKH�JURZLQJ�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�TXHHU�UH-
ODWLRQVKLSV�KHOSV�UHGHŭQH�9DOHQ-
tine’s Day as a celebration of 
love in all its forms.  

Valentine’s Day is the 
perfect time to show ap-
preciation not only 
to one’s part-
ner but also to 
one’s friends. 
Galentine’s Day, 
Valentine’s new 
sister holiday, is 
celebrated a day 
earlier than 
Valentine’s Day 
on Feb. 13. Origi-
nated in 2010 from the 
show “Parks and Rec-
UHDWLRQ�Ň�LWńV�DOO�DERXW�
celebrating female 
friendships, and can 
be an alternative to 
Valentine’s Day for 
single girls. 
Some girls 
plan ac-
tivities 
with their friends to decorate 
cookies, have brunch, make tote bags 
or have a tea party. Overall, it cele-
brates a great day of not just romantic 
love, but platonic love. 

“[My friends and I] are either go-
ing to be getting together for a meal 
RU�PDNH�VRPH�W\SH�RI�DUWV�DQG�FUDŶV��
which is a common theme at Galen-
WLQHńV�Ň�6DLGRYD�VDLG�

Valentine’s Day is a wonderful 
holiday. Although it may seem like an 
over-commercialized holiday to the 
misanthropic and cynical viewer, its 
heart lies in showing love and care 
for loved ones. 

Zack Li
features writer

———
In 2024, the National Retail Founda-

tion estimated that consumers spent 
RYHU� ������ ELOOLRQ� IRU� WKHLU� VLJQLŭFDQW�
others on Valentine’s Day, making it the 
third priciest holiday in the U.S. Mean-
ZKLOH�� FRPPHQWV� VXFK� DV�� ņLV� WKH�ŭŶK�
ŮRRU�KLJK�HQRXJK"Ň�RU�“there’s a roman-
tic attraction between my mouth and a 

VKRWJXQ� ULJKW� QRZŇ� OLWWHU�
couples’ posts on social 

media every Feb. 14. 
For a holiday origi-
nally associated with 

simple paper cards up 
until the 19th 

century, Valen-
tine’s Day and 

its romantic 
themes have un-

doubtedly been 
watered down 

by corporate com-
mercializat ion 

and the toxic stan-
dards social media 

sets for relationships.
Valentine’s Day 

gets its name from 
a saint and martyr 
executed by emper-
or Claudius II with 
the same name. 
Handmade paper 

cards sent be-
tween lovers in-
spired by Saint 
Valentine’s fare-

well letter before execution 
VLJQHG�ņ<RXU�9DOHQWLQHŇ�WKHQ�URVH�WR�
become the tokens du jour of the hol-
iday; yet nowadays, mass-produced 
Hallmark cards and big, flashy gifts 
come to mind at the thought of Val-
entine’s Day.

“So many people value gifts by 
their cost … there are people out 
there who won’t appreciate your gift 
XQOHVV� LWńV� H[SHQVLYH�Ň� VDLG� VRSKR-
more Baron Zhang. “I personally love 
handmade gifts … [because] it’s truly 
a show of affection. People have re-
ally started to get the wrong thought 
>DERXW@�ZK\�JLIWV�DUH�LPSRUWDQW�Ň

With the average consumer spend-
ing over $185 on Valentine’s Day in 2024, 
almost $8 more than the average in the 
SDVW�ŭYH�\HDUV��WKH�SUHVVXUH�WR�NHHS�XS�
with rising spending expectations has 
come to impact many.

“I always like to give [my mother] 
a little letter explaining what I ap-
SUHFLDWH� DERXW�KHU�� DQG� OLWWOH� WUHDWV�Ň�
said sophomore Ramon Luna. “[But] 
one time I felt a lot of pressure to buy 
WKLV� UHDOO\� ELJ� 6TXLVKPDOORZ� DQG� ,�
FRXOGQńW�DŬRUG�LW��$QG�,�IHOW�JXLOW\�IRU�
QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�JHW�LW�Ň�

7KLV� WKHPH� RI� ņSURYLQJŇ� ORYH� RQ�
Valentine’s Day applies also to social 
media, where exposure to only the 
positive and desirable side of rela-
tionships creates unrealistic rela-
tionship standards and breeds rela-
tionship status insecurity. 

“Social media influences people to 
[think that] having a significant oth-
er is just something to flex to other 
SHRSOH�Ň�=KDQJ�VDLG��ņ$�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�
get together right before Valentine’s 
Day just to have someone to [spend 
WLPH�ZLWK@��VR�WKH\�GRQńW�IHHO�OHIW�RXW�Ň

This tension can actually lead to 
more breakups than usual; a 2019 
survey conducted by YouGov found 
around 10% of adults experienced 
a breakup on or in the days before 
Valentine’s Day, with another 10% re-
porting that they felt lonely on Val-
entine’s Day. 

Of course, there is still meaning to 
be found in the small, heartfelt ges-
tures undictated by the expectations 
of big corporations and online per-
sonas — not all hope is lost for the 
holiday about celebrating love. Acts 
RI�NLQGQHVV��TXDOLW\�WLPH�VSHQW�ZLWK�
a loved one and bringing back hand-
written cards are just a few ways ro-
mantics can uphold the spirit of Val-
entine’s Day.
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1. Org. that aids veterans with disabilities
���ņ<RXQJ�DQG�%HDXWLIXOŇ�VLQJHU�/DQD�BB�5H\
���0RGHUQ�PHHWFXWH��ņ$GG�PH�RQ�BBŇ
4. The kissing disease
���)XQN�HUD�GDQFH�PRYH��WKH�BB
6. BTS fanbase nickname
7. Made-over transfer student in 17-Across
���ņ%OXH�KRXUŇ�.RUHDQ�ER\�JURXS
10. Bart Simpson’s best friend
11. Year with extended Black History Month
15. An ox’s burden
����:KDW�PLJKW�FDXVH�RQH�WR�H[FODLP�ņ2O«�Ň
����BB�EHIRUH�WKH�VWRUP
����,7=<�VRQJ�DERXW�EHLQJ�ņFUD\�FUD\�FUD]\�LQ�ORYHŇ
21. Casino machine for triples
22. What the shape of this puzzle might mark
23. Anti-disease federal agency, abbv.
����&DUHHU�	�&7(�FRRUGLQDWRU�4XHHQLH�BB
26. Chocolate kisses corporation trading code
27. Hometown of Lil Jon, 2 Chainz or Latto, for short

ACROSS
���6XEMHFW�RI�5LKDQQDńV�ņ6	0Ň
5. Unit of power represented by W
9. Long-tongued Spiderman nemesis
11. Mustachioed anti-thneed activist who 
spoke for the trees
12. Energy drink brand with flavors “Cosmic 
6WDUGXVWŇ�RU�ņ.LPDGHŇ
����.BB�WKH�)URJ�RU�+BB�FUDE
14. Historic Mormon marital practice
17. Type of earring Regina George forbids 
Gretchen Weiners from wearing
����:RUG�UHSHDWHG�DORQJVLGH�ņ/D�OD�ODŇ�LQ�7\-
OHU�WKH�&UHDWRUńV�ņ6HH�<RX�$JDLQŇ
19. 1995 rom-com starring plaid-clad SMHS alum
23. Total mayhem
����ņ7DWH�6SHHFKŇ�RU�ņ-RH�5RJDQ�([SHULHQFHŇ�Ł�
H[DPSOHV�RI�BB�PDOH�SRGFDVWV
����BB�GH�OHFKH
29. What a rooster does best
30. Invisible pattern, according to dad jokes
����ņ:HńOO�FKDW�DJDLQ�VRRQŇ�LQ�D�WH[W

DOWN
���3RVVLEOH�DQVZHU�WR�ņKRZ�DUH�EDELHV�PDGH"Ň
2. Word preceding premarried name
3. Brain and spinal cord system, for short
4. What you might skip on YouTube
5. Sara Bareilles hit with misleading name
���2UDQJH�&RXQW\�FLW\�6DQWD�BB
7. Subagency of the US Dept. of Energy, for short
8. Flowery shade
���ņ5HQWŇ�EDOODG��ņ/LJKW�P\�BBŇ
����1RW�MXVW�QLFHU��EXW�WKH�BB
11. Crazy chica
����ņ7KDWńV�WKH�ZD\��VRQ�Ň��ņBB�ER\�Ň
19. Freudian sense of self-worth
20. Riot Games-run esports tournament, for short
22. Expression of wellbeing that sounds like 
multiple choice option
23. Measure of economic health which Califor-
nia alone ranks 5th in, for short
����ņ0U��%OXH�6N\Ň�JURXS��IRU�VKRUW
���� BBSHW�� IULHQG� RI� 0V�� 3LJJ\� RU� WKH� 6ZHGLVK�

ACROSS
1. Historical Andean civilization with capital 
Cuzco
���ņBB�KD]HŇ�E\�7D\ORU�6ZLIW�RU�ņBB�0DUULDJHVŇ�RI�
Golden-Age Hollywood
9. Declaration revealing a sin, crime or  crush
11. Sung-through Pixar short about volcano love 
story
12. Largest and most populated continent
����6RXOPDWH�V\QRQ\P��ņ7KH�BBŇ
����6XSHUQDWXUDO�VXEVWDQFH��BB�RSODVP
16. Holographic discs that may be played in a 
Walkman
����ņ'DUOLQJ�Ň�ņ6ZHHWKHDUW�Ň�RU�ņ+RQH\EHDUŇ��BB�
names
����%LWWHU�VXFFXOHQW��BB�YHUD
����%ODFNSLQN�UDSSHU�ZLWK�VROR�KLW�ņ021(<Ň
21. Type of ring that may cost 3 months’ salary
���� ņBB� �� EDEH�Ň� SDVVLYH�DJJUHVVLYH� &KDSSHOO�
Roan ballad
27. Genre of 20-Down

The Aragon Outlook

To our readers - happy 
Valentine’s Day

ALEXA STERRY



AMY SHERALD: AMERICAN SUBLIME EXIBITION PREVIEW

Gemma Albertson
features writer

———
When one first enters the 

Amy Sherald: American Sub-
lime exhibition in the San 
Francisco Museum of Mod-
ern Art, they are instantly 
greeted by grey faces. Each 
of Sherald’s stylistic choices 
hold meaning: bright colors, 
flat backgrounds, playfully 
patterned clothes and grey 
skin, as if the race of the sub-
jects has been removed from 
the portraits themselves. Af-
ter surveying the entirety of 
the exhibit, another stylistic 
choice emerges: All of Sher-
ald’s subjects are Black.

This focus on Black por-
traiture began when Sher-
ald noticed the sheer lack of 
representation, especially in 
more elegant spaces like fine 
art, pop culture and other 
forms of media, in compari-
son to the violence the Black 
community is so often ste-
reotyped to be surrounded 
by. Her aim is to depict Black 
people in everyday life, where 
the Black community has 
been so often omitted from. 

“[Sherald] didn’t see her-
VHOI�UHŮHFWHG�LQ�SRUWUDLWV�WKDW�
were showing American his-
tory, and so she seems to be 
working to rewrite that nar-
rative,” said museum-goer 
Alisha. “Seeing how she’s plac-
ing people in these very nor-
mal American situations, and 
drawing on these iconic Amer-
LFDQ�ŭJXUHV�OLNH�FRZER\V�DQG�
beauty queens, that’s really, 
really poignant.”

The title of the exhibit, 
“Sublime,” refers to something 
of excellence and grandeur. By 
portraying American history 
whilst using Black subjects to 
convey a feeling of awe, Sher-
ald relays a clear theme; there 
is beauty in America, and so 
much of that beauty comes 
from Black involvement. Sher-
ald’s focus on Black portrai-
ture in American spaces or 
themes isn’t to attack history 
as we know it — it’s to cel-
ebrate the past through inclu-
VLRQ�RI�%ODFN�ŭJXUHV�

“[Sherald is] trying to dera-
cialize, and so sublime seems 
like a good word to help people 
get in that mindset,” said mu-
seum-goer Randi Wexler. “She 
paints for everybody. That’s her 
desire; to show Black Americans 
as just like the rest of us.”

Sherald also focuses on 
re-entering Black representa-
tion into American history. At 
the beginning of the exhibit 
hangs “What’s precious in-
side of him does not care to be 
known by the mind in ways 

that diminish its presence 
(All American).” The portrait 
depicts a man in stereotypi-
cally “American” clothes: a 
cowboy hat, a collared shirt 
patterned like the American 
ŮDJ�� EOXH� MHDQV� DQG� D� ODUJH�
buckle with a horse. Sherald’s 
ZRUNV�RŶHQ� IHDWXUH� V\PEROLF�
names drawn from poems or 
literary works. The words “All 
American” at the end of the ti-
WOH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RXWŭW��LPSO\�
that this piece is about having 
DQ�LGHQWLW\�WKDW�LV�RŶHQ�FDOOHG�
into question because it is not 
deemed “authentic”. 

“[Sherald is] really work-
ing to minimize race as 
the focus, and so you see 
all these really 
b e aut i f u l , 

v ib r a n t colors and details 
that you hone in on where 
you’re really not thinking 
about race,” Alisha said. “It’s 
people, it’s humanity … I 
hope everybody can see some 
aspect that they can relate to 
in the world.”

Further into the exhibit, 
one sees another example of 
this reintegration of Black 
figures into our past. “For 
love, and for country” in-
stantly captures one’s atten-
tion with the sheer size of the 
painting. It stands at a whop-
ping 123 1/4 x 93 1/8 inches, 
taking up the entirety of a 
wall. Its power as headliner 
of the exhibit is clear. 

In the painting, Sherald 
reimagines the famous photo 
of a soldier kissing a nurse on 
V-Day, the end of World War 
II, replacing the subjects with 
two Black sailors embracing 
one another in a loving kiss. 
With her subject focused style, 
Sherald forces the viewer to 

acknowledge the censored Af-
rican-American and LGBTQ+ 
FRQWULEXWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZDU�HŬRUW��
The two sailors also wear more 
modernized forms of a “classic” 
VDLORU� RXWŭW�� ZKLFK� SRVVLEO\�
alludes to how the change in 
times and norms gives way to a 
wider coverage of who exactly 
makes up our nation. 

“[Sherald] addresses [race, 
gender and sexuality] in a very 
interesting way,” said muse-
um-goer Isabelle. “There was 
one painting of this man, and 
… the title was, ‘Guide me no 
more’. It was a man dressed 
in Western colonial clothing 
ZLWK� D� ERDW�� >7KHUHńV@� VLJQLŭ-

cance [with] slaves being 
brought on a ship and 

then being represented 
in that way … As much 
as we like to think that 
race is talked about, it’s 
really not.”

Sherald’s paintings 
comment on the pres-
ent as well, seen in her 

full-body portrait of Bre-
onna Taylor. Sherald dedicated 
extreme care into ensuring that 
she had encapsulated Taylor’s 
personality by frequently speak-
ing with Taylor’s mother. Taylor 
stands, with her hand on her 
hip and a strong, slightly play-
ful expression on her face. She 
ZHDUV� D� ORQJ�� ŮRZ\� EOXH� GUHVV�
that Sherald had commissioned 
from a Black female designer 
DŶHU�KHDULQJ�RI�7D\ORUńV�LQWHUHVW�
in fashion. While her jewelry is 
minimal, Sherald made sure to 
include an engagement ring on 
KHU� ŭQJHU�� DV� D� V\PERO� RI� WKH�
love Taylor shared with her part-
ner, Kenneth Walker, and what 
could have been had the past 
played out in a better way. 

Through the painting of Bre-
onna Taylor, one is able to see 
just how much love Sherald puts 
into her works. Each piece has a 
message to be shared, which is 
carried both through the paint-
ing itself, and the highly sym-
bolic titles. All in all, the Amy 
Sherald: American Sublime ex-
hibit was a beautiful one. Every 
single piece carried a story with 
it, and it was fascinating to see 
the character of each subject 
drawn out through clothing and 
subtle expressions. Sherald’s 
opinions and sentiments are 
infused into each piece as well, 
which makes for a fascinating 
experience as one tries to under-
stand the meaning behind the 
pieces. I can say, with a resound-
ing “yes,” that this exhibit was 
worth seeing.

Ashley Tsui
features writer

———
On Jan. 24, British rapper 

&HQWUDO� &HH� UHOHDVHG� KLV� ŭUVW�
studio album, “Can’t Rush Great-
ness.” Honoring his nearly 
decade-long career and passion 
for music with 17 tracks, Central 
Cee discusses a variety of per-
sonal topics and even vulner-
ably expresses emotions.

Known for singles like “Load-
ing” and “Day in the Life,” the 
rapper’s fame reached new 
KHLJKWV�LQ�������DŶHU�ņ6SULQWHU�Ň�
a collaboration with British rap-
per Dave, charted at number 
one for 10 weeks in the United 
Kingdom. With the release of 
his premier studio album, Cen-
tral Cee comes back with catchy 
and perceptive tracks, yet fails 
to make the splash he hoped to.

7KH�ŭUVW�VRQJ��ņ1R�,QWURGXF-
tion,” starts the album strong, 
with a unique instrumental and 
lyrics that call out those who 
looked down on him before fame 
and now try to get his attention. 
7KH�ŮRZ�DQG�RYHUDOO�O\ULFLVP�DUH�
decent, but it would’ve been nice 
to see more explosive power or 
variety in the vocal tone for the 
opener. The instrumental to the 
next song, “5 Star” felt similar to 
ņ1R�,QWURGXFWLRQ�Ň�EHJLQQLQJ�DQ�
unfortunate theme of repetition. 

The third track, “Gata,” stood 
out due to the collaboration with 
Young Miko, a Puerto Rican 
artist. Most notably, the track 
blends Spanish and English and 
was executed well. The unique 
beat and instrumental compli-
mented both languages well and 
similarly, the two vocal tones 
blended cohesively together. 

“St. Patrick’s” was less inter-
esting with bland lyrics such as 
ņDŶHU�WKH�VKRZ��JR�KRPH���GRQńW�
trust these ****, I ain’t tryna have 
groupie sex.” The track discuss-
es his negative experiences with 
dating and, though an under-
standable message, the aggres-
sive tone and rhythm didn’t click. 

“GBP,” an abbreviation for 
the Great British Pound features 
rapper 21 Savage, contrasting 
United Kingdom and United 
States street culture by talking 
about the necessity of money. 

This song is followed by “Top 
)UHHVW\OHŇ� DQG� ņ8S� 1RUWK�Ň�
both showcasing innovative 
beats and instrumentals. Both 
contrast Central Cee’s child-
hood and current life, but “Up 
1RUWKŇ� GRHV� WKLV� RQ� D� GHHSHU�
level, such as in 
the line “the results 
from the doc came 

back / And they said that I got 
the imposter syndrome.”

The next two tracks, “CRG 
(feat. Dave)” and “Limitless”, em-
ploy more solemn tones. “CRG” 
UHŮHFWV� RQ� ERWK� UDSSHUńV� SDVWV�
DQG� WKH� GLůFXOWLHV� WKDW� FRPH�
with fame, while “Limitless” 
talks about Central Cee’s child-
hood and his desire to support 
his family. Both songs express 
his vulnerability appropriately, 
though it would’ve been nice to 
hear more emotion in his voice. 

ņ1RZ� :HńUH� 6WUDQJHUVŇ� DQG�
“Truth In The Lies,” which fea-
tures American rapper Lil Durk, 
take Central Cee’s emotional re-
ŮHFWLRQV� DQRWKHU� VWHS� IXUWKHU��
The songs look back on past re-
lationships and reveal the rapper’s 
regrets and the pain of a break up. 

This sentimentality is con-
trasted by the next track, “Ten,” 
a collaboration with British rap-
per Skepta. The song calls out 
gold diggers and slackers and 
has a catchy refrain that fea-
tures clever repetition with the 
word ten. 

This is followed by two previ-
RXVO\� UHOHDVHG� VLQJOHV�� ņ%$1'-
�%$1'Ň� DQG� ņ*HQ� =� /XY�Ň� 7KH�
former features American rap-
per Lil Baby and showcases 
both artists’ success and wealth, 
ZKLOH�WKH�ODWWHU�UHŮHFWV�WKH�LP-
pact social media can have on 
the beginning of relationships. 
Both feature catchy lyrics and 
captivating instrumentals that 
can quickly turn into earworms. 

“Walk In Wardrobe” and 
“Must Be” bring back the so-
lemnity, talking about the in-
stability of life. With a variety 
of emotions showcased, both 
songs were insightful, strong-
ly depicting the complexity of 
human relationships. 

The album closes with “Don’t 
Know Anymore,” where the rap-
per echoes previous themes of 
KLV� GLůFXOW� FKLOGKRRG� DQG� UH-
ŮHFWV� RQ� KRZ� KLV� OLIH� FRXOGńYH�
EHHQ� GLŬHUHQW�� SRZHUIXOO\�
bringing the album to an end 
and leaving listeners with a can-
did idea of his life experiences. 

Overall, there was clever 
wordplay in each song and 
strong beats, but it was a bit one 
note. While there were a vari-
ety of thoughtful themes and 
messages, there was too much 
overlap between ideas and not 
enough experimentation. There 
was also little emotional varia-
tion in his voice and rawness in 
the rapper’s vocal tone, overall 

earning a 
three stars 
RXW�RI�ŭYH�
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Central Cee “Can’t Rush 
Greatness” ... literally

Truly sublime: Amy Sherald
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Ohio State crowned college football champs over Notre Dame

Claire Qi
sports writer

———
In 2022, Cristiano Ronaldo signed a 

contract with Saudi Arabia that would 
pay him approximately $213 million per 
year in salary. Recently, that contract 
was extended to expire in the summer 
of 2026. In terms of yearly salary, Ron-
aldo’s with Saudi Arabia is the high-
est in sports history. However, before 
Saudi Arabia, Ronaldo was primar-
ily a European player, playing with 
Manchester United, Real Madrid 
and others.

The issue of loyalty and 
whether to stay on the same 
WHDP�RU�JR�WR�D�GLŬHUHQW�RQH�
for a higher salary has 
always been a controver-
sial issue. While it’s nice 
to stay with your team, 
many athletes are 
tempted by the poten-
tial of higher income 
or better leagues. To 
further that issue, 
some athletes choose 
WR� SOD\� IRU� D� GLŬHUHQW�
nation for the sake of com-
peting at a higher level or getting bet-
ter pay.

The truth is that no athletes should 
be condemned for leaving their teams 
IRU�SURŭW�RU�HYHQ�IRU�OHDYLQJ�WKH�FRXQ-
try. As professional athletes, there is a 
right to choose what leagues or teams 
they play for.

Additionally, for most athletes, in-
come is one of the highest priorities 
because athletes have a shorter career 
compared to just about any other job. 
An injury can mean the end of their 
whole career. Even without an injury, 

athletes generally retire at around age 
34, with careers usually not lasting 
longer than 10 years.

While athletes usually have a high-
er annual salary than some pro-

fessions, they have to re-
tire earlier than most 
professions. If an 

athlete didn’t have 
enough income when 
they were active, retire-
ment life can be hard, es-
pecially if they need to 
support their family. 

“For instance … a 
teacher needs to get 
as much pay as they 

can because they 
have to pay [for] 
mortgages and 
kids,” said physi-
cal education 
teacher Linda 

Brown. “It’s the same 
for [athletes]. Now they 

have a lot of money, [but] they 
have the same needs that we 
all have in that they have fami-
lies that they have to provide 
for, and that may be an ex-
tended family.”

Changing teams is also 
very common. The average Na-
tional Basketball Association 
SOD\HU� SOD\V� IRU� ����� GLŬHUHQW�
teams over the span of 
their career. National 
Football League quar-
terback Josh Johnson 

has played for a record 14 teams. It is the 
norm to play for more than one team and 
only 67 NBA athletes out of around 4,800 
have ever played for the same team for 

the entire span of their career.
Those who believe athletes 

should stay loyal to their origi-
nal teams state the emergence 
of professional athletes who play 
QRW� IRU� WKH� JDPH� EXW� IRU� SURŭW�

as a reason. They are afraid 
that the magic of 

sports will 

be ruined by 
athletes who 
compete not to im-
prove, but for money.

“If you’re just doing it, 
like Ronaldo, just so you 
can get more money, 
like hundreds of mil-
lions,” said sopho-
more Noah Prasso. 
“He already has 
enough, then I 

think that’s 
unneces-
sary, and 
he should 

just go 
for a 
team 
where 
he’ll have 

a better fan 
base.” 

This, however, is 
not a valid reason be-
cause even if athletes 
play for money, they 

FDQ�RQO\�JHW�SURŭWDEOH�FRQWUDFWV�LI�WKH\�
demonstrate great performances. 

An example of a situation in which 
SOD\LQJ� IRU� D� GLŬHUHQW� FRXQWU\�ZRXOG�
be completely acceptable is in case of 
the Olympics. During the 2024 Paris 
Olympics, despite playing for the San 
Antonio Spurs in the NBA, Victor Wem-
banyama played for the French team.

“I don’t see a problem … that you go 
somewhere else and say, ‘Hey, I’d like 
to play for you,’” Brown said. “If you’re 
not the best in your country, especially 
if [that athlete] has dual nationality.”

Representing a different country 
in the Olympics is a good idea when 
the country an athlete is especially 
good at the sport they play. Instead 
of being unable to get into the top 
few, that athlete can play for a dif-
ferent nation, both improving the 
nation’s results and being able to 

participate in the Olympics.
Despite inciting some concerns, 

the transfer of athletes between 
teams or nations in the pursuit 
of profit and a higher level of 
playing is reasonable and even 
beneficial. Athletes who change 
teams do not harm the profes-
sional sports world in any way 
and deserve to be recognized 
for their excellent skills and 
allowed to earn more as well 

as play in better leagues.
It is troubling that any-

one would condemn ath-
letes for wanting a higher 

salary when everyone else 
has that desire and acts on it. 

A professional athlete is justified to 
play for whichever team they want, 
regardless of whether they stay “loy-
al” to original teams. 

Opinion: should athletes go where the money goes?

Adya Tewari
sports writer

———
On Jan. 20th, the eighth-

seeded Ohio State Buckeyes 
(13-2) clinched the 2025 college 
football national champion-
ship by winning 34-23 against 
the seventh-seeded Notre 
Dame Fighting Irish. 

The Buckeyes won their 
last national title at the end 
RI�WKH������VHDVRQ��LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�
\HDU�RI� WKH�IRXU�WHDP�SOD\RŬ��
Their latest championship 
comes during the inaugural 
���WHDP�SOD\RŬ�

Before the title game, Ohio 
State defeated the 9th-seeded 
Tennessee, followed by the 
ŭUVW�VHHGHG� 2UHJRQ� DQG� WKH�
ŭŶK�VHHGHG� 7H[DV�� 2KLR� 6WDWH�
lost to Oregon earlier in the 
VHDVRQ�� ZLWK� WKH� SOD\RŬV� JLY-
ing them a way to avenge that 
loss. The Irish defeated the 
��WK�VHHGHG�,QGLDQD�LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�
round, followed by the second-
seeded Georgia and the sixth-
seeded Penn State. 

The new twelve-team play-
RŬ� IRUPDW� EHFDPH� WKH� VXEMHFW�
of critics. Many questioned the 
automatic bye given to the four 
conference champions, point-
ing out that all four of the teams 
with a bye lost.

“All the teams that got the 
bye [week], they all lost,” said 
senior Ian Chang. “I don’t think 
it’s a good system, but I think 
they’re going to change it.”

Others commented on how 
the bye week might take away 
the edge that the higher-ranked 
teams have.

“The best way to practice is 
in-game, you can’t practice for 
actual game day conditions,” 

said sophomore Alexander 
Hernandez. “So by giving 
these teams a bye, they were 
set up for failure.”

In addition to the con-
ference champions being 
eliminated, many critics 
were concerned with the 
amount of blowouts. 

“I feel like they should 
take into consideration 
the strength of sched-
ule,” Hernandez 
said. “More [Asso-
ciated Press] rank 
wins, stronger 
o p p o n e n t s . 
You can have 
a good un-
defeated 
r e cord, 
but if it’s 
against 
weaker 
opp o -
nents 
that 

doesn’t really 
equate to a nine and three 
record of AP ranked teams.”

Both Ohio State and Notre 
Dame played impressively in the 
championship game. In a domi-
QDQW� ŭUVW� GULYH�� 1RWUH� 'DPH�
went for 75 yards in 18 plays, 
converting two fourth downs. 
One key player was Riley Leon-
ard, Notre Dame’s quarterback, 
with nine carries and a rushing 
WRXFKGRZQ�LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�GULYH�

“Ohio State’s defense was get-
ting exposed on Notre Dame’s 
opening drive because they ran 
the same thing on both fourth 
downs and Ohio State still 
couldn’t stop it,” said sophomore 
Taylor Workman. “Having nine 

carries in a single drive as a 
quarterback is crazy.”

Following Notre Dame’s 
opening touchdown, Ohio State 

scored three touchdowns on 
three consecutive drives, 

with two receiving 
touchdowns by Jer-

emiah Smith 
and Quin-
shon Jud-

kins and a 

rushing 
touchdown 
E\�-XGNLQV�WR�ŭQ-
LVK�RŬ�WKH�KDOI�

One notable player in the 
ŭUVW�KDOI�RI�2KLR�6WDWHńV�RŬHQVH�
was their quarterback, Will 
Howard. He completed 13 con-
VHFXWLYH�SDVVHV�LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�KDOI��
setting a record for the national 
championship game.

“I think he completed 14 out 
RI� ��� SDVVHV� LQ� WKH� ŭUVW� KDOI��
which is really hard to do as 
a quarterback, especially in a 

national championship game,” 
said junior Javier Del Rio. “He 
hasn’t really had the opportu-
nity to throw the ball much 
XQWLO� WKH� SOD\RŬV�� ZKHUH� WKH�
pressure was all on him, and 
he did really well.”

The Buckeyes continued 
their momentum in the second 
half, scoring on the opening 
drive with Judkins’ 70-yard run 
and rushing touchdown, bring-

ing the score up 
to 28-7. 

In the next 
drive, the Irish 

turned over 
the ball on 

GRZQV�DŶHU�D�
fake punt that 
ended in an in-
complete pass. 
The Buckeyes 
were stopped 
short of a 

touchdown on this 
drive, settling for 

D�ŭHOG�JRDO� WR�EULQJ�
the lead up to 31-7. 

On Notre Dame’s 
next possession, Jaden 

Greathouse scored a 34-
yard receiving touchdown. 

Following Greathouse’s 
touchdown, the Irish con-

verted for two points, reduc-
ing the gap to 16 points.

“Greathouse really got their 
momentum going with the 
touchdown in the second half,” 
:RUNPDQ� VDLG�� ņ7KHLU� RŬHQVH�
was making explosive plays and 
Ohio State’s defense was strug-
gling to stop it.”

The Buckeyes continued to 
struggle scoring touchdowns 
DŶHU� WKH� RSHQLQJ� GULYH� LQ� WKH�
second half with wide receiver 
Emeka Egbuka fumbling the 

ball around Notre Dame’s 20-
yard line. This allowed Notre 
Dame to gain the ball back, 
however they came up with no 
VFRUH� DŶHU� D�PLVVHG� ŭHOG� JRDO�
on fourth and goal at the 9-yard 
line with about nine-and-a-half 
PLQXWHV� OHŶ� LQ� WKH� JDPH�� 7KLV�
OHŶ�WKH�,ULVK�LQ�D����SRLQW�GHŭFLW�

“They should have gone for 
it because that was their only 
chance,” Chang said. “The missed 
ŭHOG�JRDO�ZDV�WKH�ŭQDO�QDLO�LQ�WKH�
FRůQ�IRU�1RWUH�'DPH�Ň

Ohio State was forced to punt 
on their possession, allowing the 
Irish to have the ball back. Great-
house scored again, this time a 
30-yard receiving touchdown. 
The Irish went for two and got it, 
bringing the score to 31-23.

The Buckeyes bounced back 
however, with Will Howard 
completing a 56-yard pass to 
Jeremiah Smith on third-and-11, 
who was brought down around 
Notre Dame’s 10-yard line. 
Smith’s catch secured the win 
for the Buckeyes with around 
WZR�PLQXWHV�OHŶ�LQ�WKH�JDPH��DO-
ORZLQJ�WKHP�WR�PDNH�D�ŭHOG�JRDO�
and widen their lead to 11 points 
ZLWK�DURXQG����VHFRQGV�OHŶ�

While it may need some refor-
matting to make it more fair, the 
H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�SOD\RŬV�DOORZV�
for a wider variety of champions 
WKDW�WUXO\�UHŮHFWV�WKH�EHVW�WHDP�
in college football.

In the 2025 season, teams like 
Ohio State and Georgia look to 
IDFH� VLJQLŭFDQW� ORVVHV� ZLWK� VH-
niors graduating and athletes 
entering the transfer portal. 
However, they are still expected 
to be main contenders for a na-
tional title next year, along with 
teams like Texas, Penn State, 
Notre Dame and Oregon.

AUDREY W
ANG

Marching band performs

2KLR�6WDWH�FHOHEUDWHV�DǞHU�YLFWRU\

%LUGŚV�H\H�YLHZ�RI�WKH�JDPH

COURTESY OF ADYA TEWARI

Outside the Mercedes-Benz Stadium in Atlanta
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BADMINTON
Sora Mizutani
sports writer

———
$UDJRQ�EDGPLQWRQ�ŭQLVKHG�ODVW�VHDVRQ�ZLWK�DQ�LPSUHVVLYH������UHFRUG�LQ�WKH�

3HQLQVXOD�$WKOHWLF�/HDJXH�%D\�'LYLVLRQ��SODFLQJ�VHFRQG�ULJKW�EHKLQG�&DUOPRQW�
7KLV�\HDU�$UDJRQńV�EDGPLQWRQ�VHDVRQ�LV�NLFNLQJ�RŬ�ZLWK�D�QHZ�KHDG�FRDFK��

&KULVWRSKHU�=RJUDIRV��1R�VWUDQJHU�WR�WKH�FRDFKLQJ�VFHQH�DQG�WKH�'RQ�FRP�
PXQLW\��=RJUDIRV�FRDFKHG�EDVHEDOO��EDVNHWEDOO��YROOH\EDOO�DQG�PRVW�UHFHQWO\�
$UDJRQ�IRRWEDOO��EHIRUH�WDNLQJ�RQ�EDGPLQWRQ��:KLOH�EDGPLQWRQ�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�
QHZ�IRU�KLP��KH�LV�HDJHU�WR�KHOS�RXW�WKH�SOD\HUV�DORQJVLGH�RWKHU�FRDFKHV�

ņ>,ńP@�OXFN\�WR�KDYH�D�JRRG�VWDŬ�ZLWK�PH��UHWXUQLQJ�FRDFKHV�IURP�ODVW�\HDU�Ň�
=RJUDIRV�VDLG��ņ0\�PDLQ�JRDO�LV�WR�KHOS�WKH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�DQ\�SRVVLEOH�ZD\�,�FDQ�
KHOS��PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKLQJV�DUH�LQ�RUGHU�IRU�WKHP�WR�KDYH�D�VPRRWK��IXQ��VXF�
FHVVIXO�VHDVRQ�Ň

,Q�WKH�OHDG�XS�WR�WKLV�VHDVRQ��IRUPHU�SOD\HUV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZRUNLQJ�RXWVLGH�
WR�SUHSDUH�

ņ6LQFH�VXPPHU�DQG�XQWLO�QRZ��,ńYH�EHHQ�VLJQHG�XS�IRU�FOXE�>EDGPLQWRQ@�Ň�
VDLG�MXQLRU�.HYLQ�+R��ņ,ńYH�EHHQ�SOD\LQJ�D�ORW�DŶHU�D�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ�IURP�D�
IRUPHU�WHDPPDWH��DQG�LWńV�KHOSHG�RXW�D�ORW�VLQFH��,ńYH�LPSURYHG�D�ORW��DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� VRPH� RI� P\�RWKHU�FXUUHQW�WHDPPDWHV�Ň

$QRWKHU� IRUPHU� SOD\HU� ZKR� ZHQW� XQGHIHDWHG� LQ� WKH� GLVWULFW� KDV�
EHHQ� ZRUN� LQJ�QRQ�VWRS�

“Training LV�XVXDOO\�WZR�WR�WKUHH�KRXUV��WZR�WR�WKUHH�WLPHV�D�ZHHN�Ň�
VDLG� MXQLRU� :LOOLDP�<H��ņ>,Q�WKH�GULOOV�@�ZH�UHVWULFW�RXUVHOYHV�IURP�GR�
LQJ� FHUWDLQ� VKRWV�VR�ZH�IRFXV�RQ�RWKHU�RQHV�Ň

$V�WKH�VHDVRQ�EHJLQV�IRU�EDGPLQWRQ��=RJUDIRV�SODQV�
WR�PDNH�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�WKH�WHDP�

ņ&RPLQJ�IURP�IRRWEDOO�EDFNJURXQG�DQG�RWKHU�VSRUWV�
EDFNJURXQG��ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FHUWDLQ�WHFKQLTXHV�,ńP�
OXFN\�WR�KDYH�D�JUHDW�VWDŬ�ZLWK�PH�Ň�=RJUDIRV�VDLG��
ņ:HńUH� WU\LQJ� WR�PDNH� WKLQJV� IXQ�� WU\� WR�PDNH�
WKLQJV� FRPSHWLWLYH�� DQG� WU\� WR� JHW� WKH� KHDUW�
SXPSLQJ�DQG�JHW�VRPH�UXQQLQJ�LQ�DOZD\V��
>7KLV�LV@�EHFDXVH�,�DOZD\V�EHOLHYH�ZKDWHYHU�
VSRUW�LW�LV��LI�\RXńUH�LQ�WKH�EHVW�VKDSH��\RX�
DOZD\V�KDYH�D�FKDQFH�Ň

7HFKQLFDO� JRDOV� DVLGH�� =RJUDIRV�
DOVR� ZDQWV� WR� LPSURYH� RYHUDOO�
WHDP�FRQQHFWLRQ�

ņ,� UHDOO\�ZDQW� WKH�NLGV� WR�KDYH�D�
JUHDW�H[SHULHQFH�WKLV�VHDVRQ�Ň�=RJUDIRV�
VDLG��ņ,�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�KHOS�
HDFK�RWKHU�Ō�0\�JRDO�LV�WR�VHH�WKH�
WHDP�FDPDUDGHULH��WR�FRQWLQXH�WR�
EXLOG� IRU� IUHVKPHQ�� WR�EH�DEOH�
WR�OHDQ�RQ�VHQLRUV�Ō�FXOWXUH�
ZLVH��DQG�Ō�HYHU\�GD\�MXVW�
JHW����EHWWHU�Ň

7KH� WHDPńV� ŭUVW�
OHDJXH� PDWFK� ZLOO�
EH� D� KRPH� JDPH�
DJDLQVW� +LOOV�
GDOH�RQ�0DUFK�
��DW���S�P�

SOFTBALL
Quinn Shirley
sports writer

———
$UDJRQ�JLUOV�VRIWEDOO�KHDGV�LQWR�WKHLU�XSFRPLQJ�VHDVRQ�

RII�RI�DQ�RXWVWDQGLQJ�SHUIRUPDQFH�ODVW�\HDU��HQGLQJ�ZLWK�
D�&HQWUDO�&RDVW�6HFWLRQ�FKDPSLRQVKLS�ZLQ�DQG�D�UHFRUG�RI�
������LQ�OHDJXH�DQG�����������RYHUDOO�

/DVW�\HDUńV�VXFFHVV�FDPH�DIWHU�D�URXJK�VWDUW�WR�WKH�VHD�
VRQ��EXW�DIWHU�WXUQLQJ�LW�DURXQG��WKH�WHDP�ZHQW�RQ�WR�EORZ�
DZD\�H[SHFWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�SOD\RIIV�

ņ7KH�VHDVRQ�VWDUWHG�RII�NLQG�RI�URFN\�Ň�VDLG�MXQLRU�'HV�
WLQ\�*DUFLD�� ņ%XW� WRZDUGV� WKH� HQG��ZH� VWDUWHG� IRFXVLQJ�D�
ORW�PRUH��ZKLFK�OHG�XV�WR�D�&&6�YLFWRU\�Ň

7KH\�KHDG� LQWR� WKLV�\HDU�ZLWK�D�FOHDQ�VODWH�DQG�D�YHU\�
GLIIHUHQW�WHDP��KDYLQJ�QR�VHQLRUV�RQ�WKH�URVWHU�

ņ>:HńUH@�UHDOO\�\RXQJ�Ň�VDLG�VRSKRPRUH�7D\ORU�:RUNPDQ��
ņ7KHUHńV� D� ORW� RI� IUHVKPHQ��ZH�JUDGXDWHG� VL[� VHQLRUV� ODVW�
\HDU�� VR� WKH� YDUVLW\� WHDPńV� JRQQD� ORRN� D� ORW� GLIIHUHQW� EXW�
WKDWńV�JRQQD�JLYH�XV�D�FKDQFH�WR�EXLOG�WKH�SURJUDP�IRU�WKH�
QH[W�FRXSOH�\HDUV�Ň

'HVSLWH� WKH� ODFN� RI� XSSHUFODVVPHQ�RQ� WKH� WHDP��:RUN�
PDQ�IHHOV�FRQILGHQW�LQ�WKH�WDOHQW�WKH\�GR�KDYH�UHWXUQLQJ�

ņ2YHUDOO�� RXU� DELOLW\� WR� SOD\� FDWFK� VHHPV� OLNH� LWńV� EHWWHU�
WKDQ�ODVW�\HDU�Ň�:RUNPDQ�VDLG��ņ:H�KDYH�SLWFKHUV�WKLV�\HDU��

ODVW� \HDU� ZH� GLGQńW� KDYH� DQ\� FRPLQJ� LQ�� VR�
WKDWńV�DOVR�D�VWUHQJWK�Ň

*DUFLD� LV� DOVR� IHHOLQJ� RSWLPLVWLF� DV� VKH�
KDV� DOUHDG\� VHHQ� DQ� LPSURYHPHQW� LQ� DUHDV�
WKH�WHDP�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�ODVW�VHDVRQ��

ņ7KH�VWUHQJWKV�RI�WKH�WHDP�DUH�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
DQG�KLWWLQJ�Ň�*DUFLD� VDLG�� Ň2XU� FRPPXQLFDWLRQ� ODVW�
\HDU�ZDV�NLQG�RI�RII�D� OLWWOH�ELW��DQG�RXU�KLWWLQJ�WKLV�
\HDU�LV�UHDOO\�JRRG�Ň

/LNH� :RUNPDQ�� *DUFLD� VHHV� WKLV� \HDU� DV� RQH� RI�
EXLOGLQJ� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW�� DV� WKH\� QDYLJDWH� KDYLQJ�
RQO\�WKUHH�XSSHUFODVVPHQ�RQ�WKH�WHDP��

ņ2QH� JRDO� LV� EXLOGLQJ� XS� WKH� QHZ� WDOHQW�Ň� *DUFLD�
VDLG�� ņ:HńUH� JRRG�� EXW� HYHU\RQH� FDQ� DOZD\V� EH� EHW�
WHU�Ō��VR�ZH�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�\RXQJHU�JLUOV�DQG�
EXLOGLQJ�WKHP�XS�Ň

7KLV� SOD\HU� GHYHORSPHQW� KDV� DOUHDG\� VWDUWHG� LQ�
SUDFWLFH��DV�WKH�WHDP�LV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKHLU�
ILUVW�JDPH�

ņ8VXDOO\� ZH� VWDUW� ZLWK� D� WKURZLQJ� GULOO�Ň� :RUN�
PDQ� VDLG�� Ň7KHQ� DIWHU� WKDW� ZH� JR� LQWR� LQILHOG� DQG�
RXWILHOG�ZKHUH�ZH� WDNH� JURXQG� EDOOV� DQG� IO\� EDOOV��
DQG�WKHQ�VRPHWLPHV�ZH�ZLOO�WDNH�OLYH�DW�EDWV�Ň�

$� ELJ� JDPH� IRU� WKH� 'RQV� WKLV� VHDVRQ� ZLOO� EH�
WKHLU�PDWFK� DJDLQVW�.LQJV�$FDGHP\��ZKHUH� WKH\�
ZLOO� IDFH� D� SLWFKHU� FRPPLWWHG� WR� SOD\LQJ� 'LYL�
VLRQ� 2QH� VRIWEDOO� LQ� FROOHJH�� ,Q� WKH� PHDQWLPH��
WKH\�ZLOO�SUHSDUH�IRU�WKHLU�ILUVW�JDPH�RQ�)HE�����
DJDLQVW�0HUF\�DW������S�P�
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BASEBALL
Quinn Shirley
sports writer

———
(QGLQJ� ODVW� \HDUńV� VHDVRQ�ZLWK� D� UHFRUG� RI� ������ RYHUDOO�

DQG�����LQ�OHDJXH��WKH�'RQV�EDVHEDOO�WHDP�KHDG�LQWR�WKH�QHZ�
\HDU�ZLWK�ELJ�JRDOV�

'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�D�ZLQQLQJ� UHFRUG�� WKH� WHDP�ZDV�XQGHU�
ZKHOPHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�SHUIRUPDQFH�ODVW�\HDU��KRSLQJ�IRU�EHW�
WHU�UHVXOWV�WKLV�VHDVRQ��

ņ:H�XQGHUSHUIRUPHG�ZLWK�WKH�WDOHQW�ZH�KDG�Ň�VDLG�VHQLRU�
SLWFKHU�'DOWRQ�.DQH��ņ:H�ZHUHQńW�D�EDG�WHDP�DW�DOO��ZH�ZHUH�
WKLUG� RYHUDOO� LQ� WKH� OHDJXH� DQG� ,� WKRXJKW�ZH� VKRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKDW�Ň

6HQLRU� SLWFKHU� -RVK� -DFREV�� ZKR� FRPPLWWHG� WR� SOD\� FRO�
OHJH�EDVHEDOO�DW�&ODUHPRQW�0F.HQQD��DWWULEXWHG�ODVW�\HDUńV�
URXJK�VHDVRQ�WR�WKH�ODFN�RI�H[SHULHQFH�RQ�WKH�ILHOG�

ņ:H�KDG�D�ORW�RI�MXQLRUV�WKDW�ZHUH�SOD\LQJ�DQG�VWDUWLQJ��
DQG�ZH�RQO\�KDG�D�IHZ�VHQLRUV�Ň�-DFREV�VDLG��ņ0DMRULW\�RI�RXU�
WHDP�ZHUH�MXQLRUV�WKDW�GLGQńW�KDYH�DQ\�YDUVLW\�H[SHULHQFH�Ň

+RZHYHU��KH�IHHOV�WKDW�ZLOO�WUDQVODWH�WR�D�VWURQJHU�SHUIRU�
PDQFH�WKLV�VHDVRQ��DV�PDQ\�RI�WKH�SOD\HUV�QRZ�KDYH�D�\HDU�
RI�H[SHULHQFH�XQGHU�WKHLU�EHOWV�

ņ:H�KDYH� WKH� H[SHULHQFH� DQG�ZH�KDYH� WKH� WDOHQW� DJDLQ�
WKLV� \HDU� WR� EH� DEOH� WR� JR� IDU� LQ� ZKDWHYHU� >&HQWUDO� &RDVW�
6HFWLRQ@� GLYLVLRQ� ZH� DUH� LQ� DQG� >WKH� 3HQLQVXOD� $WKOHWLF@�
/HDJXH�Ň�-DFREV�VDLG�

.DQH�DJUHHG��KDYLQJ�KLJK�KRSHV�IRU�WKLV�VHDVRQ�
ņ:H� VKRXOG� ZLQ� WKH� OHDJXH�Ň� .DQH� VDLG�� ņ+RSHIXOO\� JR�

IDU�LQ�&&6��EXW�GHILQLWHO\�WR�ZLQ�WKH�OHDJXH�LV�RXU�QXPEHU�
RQH�JRDO�Ň�

7KH� 'RQVń� VWURQJ� UHWXUQLQJ� WDOHQW�� HVSHFLDOO\� RQ� WKH�
SLWFKLQJ�PRXQG��ZLOO�SURYH�WR�EH�D�YDOXDEOH�DVVHW�LQ�DFKLHY�
LQJ�WKLV�IHDW�

ņ2XU�GHIHQVH�LV�UHDOO\�JRRG��SLWFKLQJ�DQG�LQ�WKH�ILHOG�Ň�-D�
FREV�VDLG��ņ2XU�SLWFKLQJ�KDV�VWD\HG�WKH�VDPH��DQG�ZH�KDYH�
D�IHZ�QHZ�JX\V�WKDW�FDQ�FRQWULEXWH��EXW�WKH�PDLQ�JX\V�DUH�
WKH�VDPH�Ň

2IIHQVH�LV�D�GLIIHUHQW�VWRU\��DV�LW�KDV�EHHQ�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�
LQ�WKH�SDVW�

ņ+LWWLQJ�� KLVWRULFDOO\�� KDV� EHHQ� NLQG� RI� XS� DQG� GRZQ�Ň�
.DQH�VDLG��ņ,WńV�KDUG�WR�WHOO�EHFDXVH�LWńV�RQO\�EHHQ�D�IHZ�GD\V�
DQG�ZH�GRQńW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�ZH�DUH�\HW�Ň

7KH�JDPH�WR�ZLQ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�WHDPńV�\HDUO\�PDWFKXS�DJDLQVW�
&DUOPRQW�+LJK�6FKRRO��D�WRS�FRPSHWLWRU�IRU�WKH�'RQV�

ņ&DUOPRQW� LV� RXU� ELJJHVW� ULYDO�Ň� -DFREV� VDLG�� ņ:H� SOD\�
WKHP�RQFH�LQVWHDG�RI�RXU�XVXDO�WZR�JDPH�VHULHV�VR�LWńV�D�ORW�
PRUH�WHQVH�VR�,�DP�KRSLQJ�WKDW�ZH�Ō�UHDOO\�GRPLQDWH�Ň

7KH�EDVHEDOO� WHDP�ZLOO�SOD\� LWV�KRPH�RSHQHU�RQ�)HE�����
DJDLQVW�$UFKELVKRS�5LRUGDQ�DW���S�P�
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TRACK AND 
FIELD

Charlie Henderson
sports writer

———
Aragon’s track and field program was on the cusp 

of greatness last year, falling just short of their goals 
to win Peninsula Athletic League championships on 
both the boys varsity and girls varsity teams. While 
the boys won the PAL championship, the girls cap-
tured the Bay Division crown but fell just short of 
the PAL title. 

$V�WKH\�UHORDG�IRU�WKH������VHDVRQ�WKH\�ORRN�WR�ŭOO�
VRPH�RI�WKH�JDSV�WKDW�ZHUH�OHŶ�E\�JUDGXDWLQJ�VHQLRUV�
ODVW�\HDU��:LWK�WKH�DGGLWLRQ�RI�D�QHZ�FRDFK�WR�WKH�VWDŬ�
and the return of a few key athletes from last year, the 
Dons enter the season with high aspirations. 

“We’re striving to win the championship in all di-
visions,”  said head coach Greg Alvarado. “The goal 
is to repeat for the boys and regain for the girls.”

This goal seems in reach for the Dons, as the pro-
gram has been dominant in the past half-decade. 

The varsity boys team has won the PAL crown in 
three out of the past four years and the varsity girls 
team has won the PAL crown in two of the past five 
years. Their last program sweep of the PAL meet was 
in 2021. 

Many of the athletes within the program contrib-
ute their recent success to the tight-knit community 
nature of the program.

“A lot of my teammates are my friends,” said se-
nior hurdler Marcus Rife. ”We all compete and push 
each other.” 

This community of people all striving to do their 
best has been crucial in continuing the winning leg-
acy of the program as older athletes within the pro-
gram look forward to seeing the younger athletes 
develop over time.

“I’m looking forward to seeing the younger ath-
letes succeed and see their dreams,” said senior pole 
vaulter Fernanda Aceituno. “I want to see people fall 
in love with the sport like I did.” 

The selflessness and closeness within a sport 
like track and field may be surprising to some, as 
it may seem like an individual sport. In actuality, 
each athlete works individually towards a common 
team goal and every member of the community is 
extremely important.

The Dons will look to test their preparations in 
a home scrimmage against Woodside on Feb. 25 at 
3 p.m.

SWIMMING
Phoebe Harger

sports writer

———

VICTORIA SANTANA
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MADELINE ALLEN

BOYS
TENNIS

Sora Mizutani
sports writer

———
Last year, Aragon boys tennis had a season to be 

remembered by winning the league championship for 
WKH�ŭUVW�WLPH�LQ����\HDUV��VZHHSLQJ�WKH�OHDJXH������

Head coach Dave Owdom sees this year as prom-
ising as well, with the team losing only one starter 
from last year. 

“Our strength [for this year’s team] is [that] … we 
basically have everybody back,” Owdom said. “So, if 
they stay healthy, we should have a good season. I 
could put all three of my doubles last year together 
again this year [and] I have all my one, two, three 
singles back and only lost number four.”

Junior Darrin O’Brien also sees a lot of advan-
tage in the transition from last year’s team.

“Most of our team are juniors and seniors, and 
we have played for almost all three, four years al-

ready, so we have lots of experience,” O’Brien said. 
“We know how it goes, and we also know how most 
of what other teams will be playing like and what 
the level is.”

The team is not resuming from where they end-
ed last year, as senior Akbar Beg, who went to the 
second round Central Coast Section Individuals 
last year, has put in more work since then.

“I’ve gotten better since last year,” Beg said. “A lot 
of it is on footwork, mostly because it’s about effi-
ciency. [In addition,] I’ve been trying to focus on my 
consistency and a lot of emotional control because 
that’s really important: your mental strength.”

This year’s goal for the team is to repeat what 
they accomplished last year.

“We have the talent,” Owdom said. “Teams are 
all going to be good, and they’re all going to be 
shooting after us. Boys tennis has gone to CCS for 
… the last 12 to 13 years. So that’s always a goal: 
making the tournament. And then I have a couple 
of individuals that I’m hoping will go on to get the 
CCS individuals and Akbar Beg last year won the 
singles title in our league, so to see him repeat that 
[is a goal].”

The first league match is away against Hillsdale 
RQ�)HE�����DW���S�P�

With the arrival of spring sports, the swim season is 
RůFLDOO\�XQGHUZD\��DV�FRDFKHV�DQG�DWKOHWHV�DUH�SUHSDU-

ing for a season of competition and growth. While the 
ŭUVW�PHHW�RI�WKH�\HDU�LV�QRW�XQWLO�0DUFK��VZLPPHUV�

have been in the pool since Feb. 3, working to 
connect with new teammates and rebuilding 

their endurance.
According to head coach Bill Barthold, 

this season is unlike any before. 
“This is the largest sign-up number 

that we’ve ever had,” 
Barthold said. 

ņ/DVW�FRXQW�ZDV�����VZLPPHUV�DQG�ZH�W\SLFDOO\�JHW�DURXQG����HYHU\�\HDU�VLQFH�
we don’t cut anyone.” 

While the rise in the number of swimmers is certainly exciting, it also requires 
PRUH�HůFLHQW�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�SRRO�WLPH�E\�FRDFKHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�FRQGLWLRQLQJ�
of additional swimmers in preparation for the upcoming season.

“It’s a matter of getting to know the new swimmers and getting them con-
ditioned and working on their technique,” Barthold said. “The challenge is if 
they haven’t been swimming then we have to get them ready in basically a 
month’s time.” 

'HVSLWH�KDYLQJ�ORVW�PDQ\�NH\�VHQLRUV�� WKH�UHWXUQLQJ�DWKOHWHV�DUH�FRQŭGHQW�
in their ability to step into leadership roles and maintain the same strong team 
dynamic as last year.

“Last year a lot of people were willing to take on leadership roles, but they also 
knew when to take a step back and help other people step up,” said senior Keira 
0F/LQWRFN��ņ,ńP�SUHWW\�FRQŭGHQW�WKDW�WKH�VHQLRUV�WKLV�\HDU�ZLOO�EH�DEOH�WR�ŭOO�WKDW�
role and keep up not only team spirit but also our scores.”

Moving forward, the team is focused on two key aspects: confidence 
and commitment.

“Something we can improve on from last year is having everyone be more con-
ŭGHQW�LQ�VZLPPLQJ�LQ�DOO�RI�WKH�HYHQWV�DQG�PDNLQJ�VXUH�ZH�KDYH�HQRXJK�SHRSOH�

in each event at the meets,” said junior Lily Anagnoson. 
$ORQJ�ZLWK�EXLOGLQJ�FRQŭGHQFH��%DUWKROG�HPSKDVL]HG� WKH� LPSRU-

tance of dedication. 
“The biggest thing we need to work on is commitment,” Barthold 
said. “I don’t expect them to be the fastest in the world, I just want 

them to be the fastest they can be. And that takes commitment.”
:LWK�WKH�ŭUVW�PHHW�VHW�IRU�0DUFK���KRVWLQJ�&DUOPRQW��WKH�WHDP�

FRQWLQXHV�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�LQ�WKH�SRRO��KRSLQJ�WR�NLFN�RŬ�WKH�VHDVRQ�
with a win.



�QG�KLJKHVW�VFRUHU�LQ
3$/�2FHDQ�GLYLVLRQ

ȉ+H�LV�YHU\�GHGLFDWHG
WR�ZUHVWOLQJ��+H�YDOXHV
WHFKQLTXH�DQG�SXWV�LQ
D�ORW�RI�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH

WHDP�����>DV�ZHOO�DV@
VSHQGV�D�ORW�RI�WLPH

LPSURYLQJ�RII�
VHDVRQ�Ȋ�

�1\OD�*DUULFN�����

ȉ6KH�LV�D�YHUVDWLOH
SOD\HU�ZKHUH�VKH�FDQ
SOD\�D�VKRRWLQJ�JXDUG
RU�D�IRUZDUG��6KH�LV

WKH�WUXH�GHILQLWLRQ�RI�D
WHDPPDWH��SXWV�RWKHUV
EHIRUH�KHU�DQG�EXLOGV

RWKHUV�XS�Ȋ
�.ULVWLH�+DOD
XILD��YDUVLW\

KHDG�FRDFK

ȉ+H�ORYHV�WKH�OLJKWV
DQG�WKH�FRPSHWLWLYH
SDUWV�RI�WKH�JDPH�

+HȆV�D�ELJ�WLPH�VFRUHU
ZKR�VFRUHV�DW�DOO�WKUHH
OHYHOV��+HȆV�PDWXUHG�D
ORW�DQG�GRHV�ZKDW�KH

QHHGV�WR�GR�WR�KHOS�KLV
WHDP�ZLQ�

�+RVHD�3DWWRQ��YDUVLW\
KHDG�FRDFK

ȉ+H�LV�WKH�W\SH�RI
SOD\HU�WR�QHYHU�VWRS
ZRUNLQJ��7KH�PLQXWH
KH�VWHSV�RQ�WKH�ILHOG

WKHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�RQ�KLV
PLQG�EXW�VRFFHU��7KDW

LQIHFWLRXV�PLQGVHW
GRHVQȆW�MXVW�GHILQH�KLP
DV�D�SOD\HU��LW�VROLGLILHV

KLP�DV�D�OHDGHU�Ȋ
�&KDUOLH�%LUNHOXQG�����

ȉ6KH�LV�D�WLUHOHVV�ZRUNHU
ZKR�OHDGV�E\�H[DPSOH�DQG

\RX�FDQ�WHOO�VKH�HQMR\V
SOD\LQJ�WKH�JDPH�RI�VRFFHU
EHFDXVH�VKH�DOZD\V�KDV�D

VPLOH�RQ�KHU�IDFH�Ȋ
�0LFKDHO�)O\QQ��YDUVLW\�KHDG

FRDFK�

1RPLQDWHG�E\�YDUVLW\�FRDFKHV

/HDGLQJ�VFRUHU���[�$OO�
/HDJXH�)LUVW�7HDP

����SRLQWV�VFRUHG�LQ
VHDVRQ��FDSWDLQ

����LQ�3$/�%D\
GLYLVLRQ��FR�FDSWDLQ�

���JRDOV�����DVVLVWV�LQ
���JDPHV��FR�FDSWDLQ�

:UHVWOLQJ

6RFFHU

%DVNHWEDOO

%DVNHWEDOO

6RFFHU
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