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Climate 
c h a n g e 
isn’t just some 

term one can skim past in their 
textbook or news feed. It’s not far 
RŬ�� LWńV� QRW� ŭFWLRQ�� LWńV� UHDO� DQG� LWńV�
happening now. Every time a stu-
dent drives to school, every time 
they desperately consult Chat-
GPT for homework help, every 
time a problematic celebrity 
ŮLHV� D� SULYDWH� MHW� WR� &RDFKHOOD��
carbon dioxide and other green-
house gases are released into the atmosphere, causing 
WKH�(DUWK�WR�VXŬHU�WKH�HŬHFWV�RI�JOREDO�ZDUPLQJ�

The current administration has expressed little con-
FHUQ� ZLWK� FOLPDWH� FKDQJH�� GHVSLWH� VFLHQWLŭF� HYLGHQFH�
supporting its presence and active worsening. On 
March 9, Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth said the 
Department of Defense “does not do climate change 
crap.” On Jan. 21, President Donald Trump signed an ex-
ecutive order pulling the U.S. out of the Paris Climate 
Accords and has encouraged the use of oil and gasoline. 

The importance of climate change comes from its 
numerous impacts on our daily lives. Unpredictable 
weather patterns are caused by rising temperatures 
DQG�FDQ�DŬHFW�ZDWHU�VXSSO\��IRRG�SURGXFWLRQ��GLVSODFH-
ment and the spread of disease. Extreme heat can lead 
to strokes, dehydration and other health issues. Climate 
FKDQJH�GRHVQńW�RQO\�DŬHFW�XV�ł�RWKHU�VSHFLHV�DOVR�IDFH�
the threat of lower survival rates because of food scar-
city and habitat loss.
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Helen McCloskey
news writer

———
On March 4, San Mateo 

County held a special election 
to vote on Measure A, which 
has now passed with 85% of the 
vote, giving the Board of Super-
YLVRUV�WKH�SRZHU�WR�RXVW�6KHULŬ�
Christina Corpus. Corpus, who 
oversees law enforcement in 
San Mateo County, has come un-
der scrutiny for allegations of an 
inappropriate relationship with 
a colleague, a culture of retalia-
WLRQ�LQ�KHU�RůFH�DQG�IRU�XVLQJ�
racist and homophobic slurs in 
the workplace as detailed in a 
Nov. 12, 2024 report. 

The report, commissioned 
by San Mateo County Counsel 
John Nibbelin, found that Cor-
SXV� KDG� DQ� DŬDLU� ZLWK� 9LFWRU�
Aenlle, a member of her election 
campaign, and later her transi-
tion team when she was elected. 
Corpus promoted Aenlle, who is 
QRW� D� FHUWLŭHG�SHDFH�RůFHU�� WR�
positions such as Reserve Depu-
ty, Executive Director of Admin-
LVWUDWLRQ�� &KLHI� RI� 6WDŬ� DQG�� LQ�
response to the Board of Super-
YLVRUVń� QR�FRQŭGHQFH� YRWH�� $V-
VLVWDQW�6KHULŬ��&RUSXV�KDV�DOVR�
given Aenlle several pay raises. 

“People in government or 
law enforcement need to be 
TXDOLŭHG�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�GR�Ň�VDLG�
sophomore Annie Donnellan. 
“It was corrupt [that Cor-
pus] put people in places 
[where they] didn’t 
have the 
author-
ity or 
the expe-
rience, and 
especially 
that she 
u s e d 
h e r 
power 
to lay peo-
SOH� RŬ�� ,WńV�
put a dark 
mark on 
the sher-
LŬńV� RůFH�� and that’s bad 
because we need to have faith 
LQ�RXU�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�Ň

Corpus, along with her 
Executive Team, struck back 
DJDLQVW�WKRVH�LQ�KHU�RůFH�ZKR�
contributed to the investigation 
or raised questions about Cor-
pus’ relationship with Aenlle. 
$�VKHULŬ�ZKR�ZDV�LQWHUYLHZHG�
IRU� WKH� UHSRUW� ZDV� ŭUHG�� WKH�
president of the Deputy Sher-

LŬńV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�XQLRQ�ZDV�DU-
rested on charges of fraud that 
were later dismissed by a judge 
and most interviewed employ-
ees feared retaliation from 
Corpus, Aenlle and Corpus’ 
executive team, according to 
the report. 

Lisa Diaz 
Nash, one of 
the San Mateo 
City Council mem-
bers and a supporter 
of Measure A, 
believes Corpus 
should resign. 

“I am very disappointed in 
the actions of our county sher-
LŬ�Ň�'LD]�1DVK�VDLG��ņ7KH�VKHU-
LŬ� LV� UHVSRQVLEOH� IRU� WKH� VDIHW\�
of everyone in the county, and 
we entrust our funds [and] be-
OLHIV� LQ� WKH� FRXQW\�6KHULŬńV�2I-
ŭFH�� 7KURXJK� KHU� DFWLRQV�ZLWK�
[Aenlle], she has demonstrated 
that she has broken trust with 
the people and is not capable of 
living up to what we elected her 
WR�GR�Ň

When Corpus was voted into 
KHU� SRVLWLRQ� DV� &RXQW\� 6KHULŬ�
LQ�������VRPH�KDG�ORŶ\�H[SHFWD-
tions for her. 

“I thought that she [was] re-
ally empowering because she 
>LV@� WKH� ŭUVW� IHPDOH� 6KHULŬ� >RI�
6DQ� 0DWHR� &RXQW\@�Ň� VDLG� MX-
nior Emily Peng. “I had really 
high hopes for her. And then 
the report came out … and 
[now] I think she needs to be 

NLFNHG�RXW�LPPHGLDWHO\�Ň
Recently, the Board 

of Supervisors 
and several 

city councils 
in the county 
have unani-
mously passed 
QR�FRQŭGHQFH�
votes against 

Corpus, includ-
ing the San Ma-
teo City Council. 
$� QR�FRQŭGHQFH�
vote is a mea-
sure passed by 

a governing body declaring 
D�SHUVRQ�DV�XQŭW� WR�FRQWLQXH�
their position. 

“Our morale [among the 
VKHULŬV@�LV�H[WUHPHO\�ORZ�Ň�'LD]�
Nash said. “The main reason 
why we voted [for the] no-con-
ŭGHQFH� >YRWH@�ZDV�EHFDXVH� WKH�
county operates our jail. The 
PRUDOH� RI� WKH� RůFHUV� WKHUH��
the things that were going on 
in the jail, [have] put the jails 

in a very dangerous position, 
and that is not what we entrust 
WKH�FRXQW\�6KHULŬńV�2ůFH�WR�GR�
ZLWK�RXU�MDLO�Ň

Despite San Mateo 
County and the captains 
of the Sheriff ’s Office 

asking Cor-
pus to resign, 
she has re-

fused and has 
denied the allega-
tions of the re-

port, describ-
ing herself 
as a victim of 

racism and sexism. 
“Up until now, I’ve stayed 

silent about the retaliation 
and abuse of power, discrimi-

nation and bullying tactics I’ve 
been facing as part of a broader 
SDWWHUQ�,�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�LJQRUH�Ň�
said Corpus in September 2024, 
when the investigation ensued. 
“[County Executive Mike Calla-
gy] made an inappropriate and 
RŬHQVLYH� UHTXHVW� >WKDW@� ,�QHHG-
ed to inform him who I dated 
within the county and when. 
As a woman of color who has 
endured sexual harassment in 
this county, I was shocked by 
KLV�DFWLRQV�DQG�FRQGXFW�Ň

However, some are skeptical 
of Corpus’ response. 

“While she is a trailblazer 
>DV@� WKH� ŭUVW� /DWLQ[� IHPDOH�
VKHULŬ� LQ� 6DQ� 0DWHR� &RXQW\��
there’s a lot of evidence against 
KHU�Ň� VDLG� VRSKRPRUH� &KDVH�
Rokala. “I don’t think it’s pos-
sible that many people could 
be discriminating against her 
and doing what she’s accusing 
WKHP�RI�GRLQJ�Ň

In early January, Corpus 
ŭOHG� D� ���� PLOOLRQ� ODZVXLW�
against San Mateo County, al-
leging discrimination, defama-
tion and harassment. 

“I’m very hopeful, everyone 
I’ve had a conversation with 
has been in favor of Measure 
$�Ň�'LD]�1DVK�VDLG��ņ0HDVXUH�$�
[exists] to give the supervisors 
very limited powers … [and] 
we’re in a situation right now 
where the safety of our county 
requires us to take extraordi-
QDU\�PHDVXUHV�Ň

Measure A, which gives 
county supervisors the power to 
UHPRYH� VKHULŬV� IURP�RůFH� IRU�
breaking the law related to ne-
glect of duties, misappropriation 
of funds, falsifying documents 
or obstructing an investigation 
will expire in 2028.

FELIX G
EE

'HSXW\�6KHULƂ�&KULVWLQD�&RUSXV�GLVFXVVLQJ�ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�

(OOLH�%ODNHO\
news writer

———
In October 2024, Aragon’s 

Associated Student Body re-
implemented a strike system 
for clubs, resulting in 32 clubs 
receiving strikes this semester 
and 14 being put on probation 
this school year. 

ASB put the strike system 
in place to hold clubs account-
able and ensure that they 
follow through with their re-
sponsibilities, which includes 
submitting detailed minutes 
for each meeting. 

“We [noticed] that clubs 
weren’t on top of things, and 
they would keep the agenda 
super short, or they would 
FRS\�SDVWH� WKH� VDPH� DJHQGD�Ň�
said senior and ASB Treasurer 
5LD�9LM��ņ:H�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�VXUH�
that all of our clubs are being 
productive and [the strike sys-
tem is] an easy way for us to 
PDQDJH�WKHP�Ň

ASB checks the Club Min-
utes Archives every two weeks, 
DQG�LI�WKH\�ŭQG�WKDW�FOXEV�KDYH�
not submitted meeting minutes 
properly or on time for either 
of the two weeks, that club 
UHFHLYHV� D� VWULNH�� $ŶHU� WKUHH�
strikes, clubs are put on a two-
week probation and are not al-
lowed to meet for the duration 
of the probation.

Many clubs have been 
frustrated by the lack of 
transparency from ASB 
about their strikes.

“More communication 
>IURP� $6%@� ZRXOG� EH� JUHDW�Ň�
said Jackson Keane, sopho-
PRUH�DQG�(�VSRUWV�&OXE�9LFH�
President. “And [it would be 
good to get] the reason for 
our infractions so that we can 
work to improve rather than 
just getting more [strikes] 
DQG�EHLQJ�SXW�RQ�SUREDWLRQ�Ň

Additionally, some clubs 
were not aware of the rules they 
had broken to receive strikes.

Model United Nations Club 
received strikes for not sub-
mitting their meeting minutes 
while on probation, which they 
were not aware was required.

“I wouldn’t [have minded] 
doing meeting 
minutes on pro-
bation if they 
had communi-
cated that with 
XV�Ň� VDLG� 0HORG\�
Liu, senior and 
Model UN 
Club Secre-
tary. “It [also] 
wouldn’t be a 
terrible thing 
to be more le-

nient with the 
club minutes. If 
so many clubs 
are having this issue, 
maybe it’s something that 
$6%�FDQ�UH�HYDOXDWH�Ň

$6%�RŬHUV�FOXEV�D�FKDQFH�WR�
appeal their probation by email-

LQJ�$6%�RůFHUV�LI�WKH\�EHOLHYH�
their strikes are unwarranted.

“If [clubs] feel that some-
thing is unfair, they should 
always report back to ASB, and 
ZHńOO� ZRUN� LW� RXW� ZLWK� WKHP�Ň�
said senior and ASB President 
Justin Wong. “We have exten-
sive documentation to make 
VXUH�WKDW�ZHńUH�DOO�DFFRXQWDEOH�Ň

During the fall semester, 
multiple clubs successfully ap-
pealed their probations, and 
in November, ASB removed all 
strikes and canceled all exist-
ing probations.

“We were 
looking at the 
system, and we 
realized that 
some clubs were 

unaware, even 
though we sent them multiple 
HPDLOV�DERXW�WKH�VWULNH�V\VWHP�Ň�
Wong said. “To ensure there 
wasn’t any unfairness for the 
rest of the clubs, we just avoided 
DOO�SUREDWLRQV�Ň

Given the confusion and 
backlash related to the strike 
system, ASB held a meeting for 
FOXE� RůFHUV� RQ� )HE�� ��� WR� UH-
mind clubs of the expectations 
for meeting minutes. However, 
some clubs felt the meeting 
didn’t fully address the issues 
they had faced.

“I’m not sure [the meeting 
KHOSHG@�Ň� VDLG�<DHO�%RD]�� VHQLRU�
DQG�&UHDWLYH�:ULWLQJ�&OXE�9LFH�
President. “During the presen-
tation they didn’t mention the 
[folders for the new semester] or 
anything along the lines of what 
ZH�KDG�H[SHULHQFHG�Ň

$6%� RůFHUV� DFNQRZOHGJHG�
that the implementation of the 
strike system has not been with-
out hiccups.

“There were moments on 
our end where we checked [a 
club’s archive] and they did 
have their [minutes], but it 
ZDV� D�PDQXDO� HUURU�Ň�9LM� VDLG��
“We’ve gotten a lot better about 
the system over time because 
LWńV�EHHQ�PRQWKV�Ň

ASB has said they are com-
mitted to making the strike 
V\VWHP� EHWWHU� IRU� WKH� ��������
school year.

“[There] might be a lot of 
SXVKEDFN�QRZ�Ň�:RQJ�VDLG��ņ%XW�
our hope 
is we have 
a smooth 
transition 
for min-
utes and 

club expec-
tations for 
QH[W�\HDU�Ň�

Clubs can contact       ASB 
with any questions or concerns 
regarding club expectations 
or guidelines.
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County votes, Sheriff out?

ASB corrects 
club probations
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Editorial: ASB activities need more accountability  
This editorial represents the
opinions of 14 out of 14 Out-

look editors
———

The Associated Student 
Body’s recent handling of 
club minutes has made it 
clear that their process for 
receiving and adapting to 
student feedback is far too 
slow and inefficient. Yet, as 
an organization elected by 
the students, the most basic 
duty of ASB is to represent 
those opinions — but in or-
der to do so, there must be 
more consistent and more 
transparent communication 
between the two bodies.

Since November, 14 clubs 
have been put on probation-
ary status for failing to sub-
mit weekly meeting minutes 
on time, meaning they were 
prohibited from meeting for 
the two weeks following their 
notice. This status is dictated 
by a three-strike system, one 
strike given as a warning 
each time a club fails to sub-
mit meeting minutes proper-
ly. 44 clubs — nearly half the 
clubs at Aragon — received at 
least one strike at some point 
last semester, and 32 clubs to-
tal have received at least one 
strike this semester. 

While the strike system 
is an appropriate measure 
to ensure clubs meet regu-
larly and gives ASB over-

sight power over all clubs, 
the lack of transparency has 
caused immense confusion 
and frustration for clubs this 
year. Clubs were shocked in 
late November when ASB no-
tified various clubs of reach-
ing three strikes and be-
ing put on probationary 
status immediately. 
ASB had reversed 
the policy about 
ending the strike 
system without 
making an offi-
cial announce-
ment or revis-
ing the club 
h a n d b o o k . 
Instead, they 
had sent warn-
ing emails 
as warning 
strikes without 
explicitly say-
ing so. Further-
more, ASB began 
to require clubs 
to submit their 
meeting minutes 
on the day of the 
meeting or else receive 
a strike, a policy that wasn’t 
explained until some clubs 
had been put on probation. 

Hearing and accepting stu-
dent input is a core responsibil-
ity of student government — 
one that ASB has failed to meet 
this year. This feedback from 
the student body not only would 

hold members accountable but 
would also ensure that they are 
able to accurately represent the 
voices of the students who elect 
them each year. In fact, it was 
upon hearing feedback from 

clubs about the 
lack of transparency that led 
ASB to acknowledge their mis-
take and reverse the probation-
ary statuses of many clubs. Had 
ASB accounted for student opin-
ions earlier on, the time it would 
have taken to reach a solution 
for this issue could have been 
substantially shorter.

In the past, Town Halls have 
provided a way for students 
to give input. These meet-
ings, held during Flex time 
with members of ASB and 
class councils, gave students a 
chance to provide feedback on 

things happening at Aragon. 
However, this tradition 

has been discontinued 
this year. 

We believe Town 
Halls were and 
can continue 
WR� EH� HŬHFWLYH�
in helping to 
bring student 
input to ASB 
and class coun-
cil. ASB should 
re-implement the 
process from last 

year, randomly se-
lecting students 

from each grade 
to participate dur-

ing Flex to ensure di-
versity while opening up 

the meetings to volunteers 
to ensure fruitful discussion. 
Finding one room per grade 
that could be used for Town 
Hall and notifying chosen 
students of their selection is a 
simple process that will yield 
VLJQLŭFDQW�UHVXOWV�

While there were concerns 
regarding the effectiveness 
of Town Halls in the past, 
which ASB has cited as their 
reason to stop hosting them 

this year, this system would 
be able to thrive with reform. 
First of all, student govern-
ment must be able to establish 
what is actually under their 
jurisdiction, so meetings re-
main focused on issues that 
can feasibly be addressed. 
Once these guidelines are 
set, discussions should be 
guided with more focused 
prompts regarding the orga-
nization of events, club man-
agement and school culture. 
The most important aspect of 
Town Hall though, is accessi-
bility; in order to make com-
munication with ASB more 
efficient, there must be mul-
tiple methods for students to 
contact their student govern-
ment  — one such idea being 
an increase in Google Forms. 
These forms should be avail-
able to both the students in 
Town Hall, as a form of writ-
ten reflection, or for those 
who do not want to speak in 
the larger group or could not 
attend Town Hall. 

Finally, to keep ASB ac-
countable, the Outlook pro-
poses that a monthly sum-
mary system is established 
and pushed out to the stu-
dent body by email that out-
lines ASB actions that month 
and goals for the future, so 
students may be able to see 
when and if their issues are 
being addressed. 
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Unblock Discord
This editorial represents the

opinions of 14 out of 14 Outlook 
editors
———

In early February, Dis-
cord was blocked on all the 
school wifi networks, pro-
hibiting student access to 
the platform while they are 
at school. While we as the 
Outlook acknowledge and 
appreciate the district’s at-
tempts to reduce distractions 
in school settings, blocking 
Discord is ultimately more 
harmful than helpful. 

“Discord is a very unique 
platform where we can con-
nect with other students [and] 
mentors, and there’s a lot of 
structure there that has be-
come integral to all of our or-
ganizations,” said sophomore 
Emily Ma. “For Robotics, this 
is a platform we’ve been grow-
ing for years. There are links 
and other important pieces em-
bedded into the system ... that 
we don’t want to lose ... Some-
times there are last-minute up-
dates that people need to know 
about … People get distracted 
by Discord, but that’s the same 
as with any other communica-
tion channel ... People can still 
chat with their closest couple 
RI�IULHQGV�RQ�PHVVDJHV�RU�ŭQG�
some other way.”

Many clubs and other 
student-run organizations 
use Discord as their primary 
method of communication — 
the Aragon High School Dis-
cord hub alone houses 53 stu-
dent-led servers. Whether it’s 
coordinating meeting times, 
sending out announcements 
or project collaboration, Dis-
cord serves as a way for stu-
dents to speak with each other 
PRUH�HDVLO\�DQG�HůFLHQWO\��

ņ-XVW� D� FRXSOH� GD\V� DŶHU�
[Discord] was blocked, one of 
the mentors on Robotics tried 
to reach out to me, and I knew 
EHFDXVH�,�VDZ�WKH�QRWLŭFDWLRQ�
pop up on my phone screen, 
but when I tapped it and went 
WR� 'LVFRUG�� ,� FRXOGQńW� ŭQG�
anything,” Ma said. “And that 
was a bit stressful, because 
the mentors aren’t here dur-
ing the school day, and I don’t 
have any other way of contact-
ing them besides Discord.”

When we’re considering how 
large student organizations are 
and their need for organized 
communication, not being able 
to correspond during the school 
GD\� RU� HYHQ� VKLŶLQJ� WR� RWKHU�
platforms is simply unfeasible. 
Regardless of the potential for 
distraction, Discord is ultimate-
ly a platform many students use 
IRU�EHQHŭFLDO�FROODERUDWLRQ��

Have some-
thing you want 
to share on the 

Outlook? Submit 
a letter to the 

editor!

bit.ly/OutlookLet-
terToEditor

LILLIAN HUANG



Claire Dong
news writer

———
On Jan. 20, DeepSeek, a 

&KLQHVH�DUWLŭFLDO�LQWHOOLJHQFH�
VWDUW�XS� FUHDWHG� E\� /LDQJ�
:HQIHQJ� LQ� ������ UHOHDVHG�
LWV� QHZ� PRGHO�� 'HHS6HHN� 5���
Within the week, the app was 
DEOH� WR� WRS� FKDUWV�� EHDWLQJ�
out OpenAI’s ChatGPT for the 
PRVW�GRZQORDGHG� IUHH�DSS� LQ�
WKH�8�6��RQ�$SSOHńV�$SS�6WRUH��

'HHS6HHNńV� UDSLG� ULVH� KDV�
OHG� WR� FRPSDULVRQV� ZLWK�
&KDW*37�� ZKLFK� KDV� EHHQ� D�
NH\� SOD\HU� LQ� WKH� $,� VSDFH�
VLQFH� LWV� ODXQFK� LQ� 1RYHP-
EHU�������:KLOH�ERWK�PRGHOV�
IXQFWLRQ�DV�$,� FKDWERWV�� VWX-
GHQWV� KDYH� QRWHG� NH\� GLIIHU-
HQFHV� LQ� WKHLU� SHUIRUPDQFH��
DFFXUDF\�DQG�DFFHVVLELOLW\�

ņ,� WHVWHG�RXW� >$PHULFDQ�,Q-
YLWDWLRQDO� 0DWK� ([DP@� TXHV-
WLRQV� RQ� ERWK� RI� WKHP�Ň� VDLG�
VRSKRPRUH�6RŭD�-RKDUL��ņ7KH\�
ERWK� IDLOHG� TXHVWLRQ� QXPEHU�
���� EXW� IRU� TXHVWLRQ� QXPEHU�
RQH��'HHS6HHN� DFWXDOO\� JRW� LW�
FRUUHFW��DQG�&KDW*37�ZDV�RŬ�
E\�D�FRXSOH�KXQGUHG�Ň

)ROORZLQJ� WKH� UHOHDVH� RI�
'HHS6HHN�� VHYHUDO� WHFK� VWRFNV�
H[SHULHQFHG� D� QRWLFHDEOH� GLS�
LQ� YDOXH��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�5HXWHUV��
1YLGLD�GURSSHG�MXVW�XQGHU������
ORVLQJ� DOPRVW� ����� ELOOLRQ�� 0L-
FURVRŶ� VDZ� D� ����� GHFUHDVH��
ZKLOH�$OSKDEHW��*RRJOHńV�SDUHQW�
FRPSDQ\�� IHOO�E\�������7KH�ULVH�
RI� 'HHS6HHN� KDV� DOVR�
LJQLWHG� GLVFXVVLRQV�
RQ� WKH� FRPSHWLWLYH�
nature of AI 
GHYHORS-
ment 
E H -
tween 
&KLQD�DQG�WKH�8�6��

ņ$�ORW�RI�$PHULFDQV�DUH�VWXFN�
LQ� DQ� RSSRVLWLRQDO� DWWLWXGH� WR-
ZDUGV� &KLQD�Ň� VDLG� (QJOLVK�
WHDFKHU� *UHJRU\� 0F*DUU\��
ņ$QG� D� ORW� RI� $PHULFDQ�
FRPSDQLHV� DUH� IRFXVHG� RQ�
SOD\LQJ� LQWR� WKDW�EHFDXVH�
WKH\� ZDQW� WR� NHHS� WKHLU�
VKDUHKROGHUV� KDSS\��
>'HHS6HHN@� RULJLQDWHV�
IURP�&KLQD��>VR@�D�ORW�RI�
$PHULFDQ� PHGLD� LV� JRLQJ� WR�
WU\�WR�IHDUPRQJHU�DERXW�LW��7KH\�
OLNH� WR� EXLOG� XS� K\VWHULD�� :H�

VKRXOG�HYDOXDWH�WKH�WRROV�MXVW�RQ�
KRZ� WKH\� IXQFWLRQ�� DQG� QRW� RQ�
FRXQWU\�RI�RULJLQ�Ň

$V�ZLWK� RWKHU� $,� WRROV�� FRQ-
FHUQV� KDYH� HPHUJHG� RYHU� GDWD�
SULYDF\� DQG� SRWHQWLDO� JRYHUQ-
PHQW� VXUYHLOODQFH�� HVSHFLDOO\�
ZLWK�'HHS6HHN�EHLQJ�D�&KLQHVH�
GHYHORSHG�SURGXFW�

ņ,WńV� D� YDOLG� FRQ-
FHUQ�Ň� VDLG� VHQLRU�$OH[� -LDQJ��

ņ%XW�LQ�WKH�8�6���WKH�JRY-
HUQPHQW� KDV� DOVR� EHHQ�

W D N L Q J�
\RXU� GDWD� DQG�

FDQ�WDNH�LW�IURP�&KDW*37��
6R� LI� \RXńUH� VFDUHG� DERXW� JHW-
WLQJ� \RXU� GDWD� OHDNHG�� WKHQ� DW�

VRPH�SRLQW�\RX�VKRXOG� MXVW�QRW�
XVH�WKH�LQWHUQHW��EHFDXVH�XVLQJ�
WKH�LQWHUQHW�PHDQV�DOO�\RXU�GDWD�
LV� RQOLQH�� ,W� FRXOG� EH�
D� FRQFHUQ�� EXW� ,�
ZRXOGQńW� U H D O O \�
t a k e it too 

serious-
O\� WKDW�
D e e p -

Seek is 
JRLQJ� WR�
OHDN�\RXU�
GDWD� WR�

the Chi-
QHVH� >&RP-

PXQLVW�3DUW\@�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�Ň
+RZHYHU�� WKH� UROH� RI� $,� LQ�

HGXFDWLRQ� LV� FRPSOH[��:KLOH� LW�
presents new opportunities 
IRU� OHDUQLQJ� DQG� HIILFLHQF\��
LW�DOVR�FKDOOHQJHV�WUDGLWLRQDO�
DFDGHPLF�SUDFWLFHV��

ņ>:KHQ� ,ńP� VWXG\LQJ@��
VRPHWLPHV� *RRJOH� GRHVQńW�

JLYH�PH� WKH� DQVZHU� ,�ZDQW�Ň�
-RKDUL� VDLG�� ņ:LWK� $,�� ,� FDQ�
MXVW�PRGLI\�P\�TXHU\�D�OLWWOH�
ELW� DQG� LWńOO� JLYH� PH� H[DFWO\�
ZKDW�,�QHHG��$,�LV�DQ�DPD]LQJ�
WRRO�� EXW� WKH� SUREOHP� LV� WKDW�
LI� \RX� FDQ� UHOLDEO\� JHW� $,� WR�

ZULWH�\RXU�HVVD\� IRU�\RX�DQG�
LWńV� D� JRRG�� VROLG� HVVD\�� WKHQ�
PD\EH� WKH� HGXFDWLRQ� V\VWHP�
QHHGV� WR� FKDQJH� VR� WKDW� ZH�
OHDUQ� KRZ� WR� XVH� $,� WR� JHW�
what we want out of it, rather 
WKDQ� MXVW� GRLQJ� HYHU\WKLQJ�
RQ�RXU�RZQ�Ň

:KLOH� VRPH� VWXGHQWV� YLHZ�
$,� DV� DQ� LQYDOXDEOH� WRRO� IRU�
VWXG\LQJ�� WHDFKHUV� ZRUU\�
DERXW� WKH� HWKLFDO� LPSOLFD-
WLRQV� RI� UHO\LQJ� WRR� KHDYLO\�
on it.

ņ)UDQNO\�� ,ńP� QRW� LQWHU-
HVWHG� LQ� XVLQJ� DQ\� RI� WKHVH�
WRROV�Ň� 0F*DUU\� VDLG�� ņ6R�
>PDQ\@� RI� WKH� EHQHILWV� IURP�
UHVHDUFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�
LGHDV� FRPHV� IURP� WKLQNLQJ�
WKLQJV� WKURXJK�� DQG� VKRUW-
FXWV�IRU�WKDW�W\SH�RI�VWXII�DUH�
QRW�UHDOO\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�Ň

$V� $,� FRQWLQXHV� WR� LQWH-
JUDWH�GHHSHU� LQWR�GDLO\� OLYHV��
FRPSHWLWLRQ� EHWZHHQ� FRP-
SDQLHV� OLNH� 'HHS6HHN� DQG�
2SHQ$,� ZLOO� FRQWLQXH�� 7KH�
EDODQFH� EHWZHHQ� WHFKQRORJL-
FDO�SURJUHVV�DQG�HWKLFDO�FRQ-
VLGHUDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�FUXFLDO� LQ�
VKDSLQJ�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�$,�

IAN WANG

Chinese AI DeepSeek emerges as ChatGPT competitor

IAN WANG
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Trump takes swing at DEI
Jannah Nassef

news writer

———
'LYHUVLW\�� HTXLW\�DQG� LQFOX-

VLRQ�LV�DQ�DWWHPSW�DW�FUHDWLQJ�D�
ZRUNIRUFH�ZLWK�GLŬHUHQW�RSLQ-
LRQV�� EDFNJURXQGV� DQG� VNLOOV��
'(,�LQFOXGHV�SROLFLHV�DQG�SUR-
JUDPV� WKDW� DVVLVW� PDUJLQDO-
L]HG� JURXSV� LQ� JHWWLQJ� HTXDO�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�WUDLQ-
LQJ� IRU� HPSOR\HUV� WR� HQVXUH�
FDQGLGDWHV� DUH� FKRVHQ� EDVHG�
RQ� PHULW� UDWKHU� WKDQ� EDFN-
JURXQG�� WKH� $PHULFDQV� ZLWK�
'LVDELOLWLHV� $FW� DQG� DůUPD-
WLYH�DFWLRQ�

:KLOH� '(,� PD\� EH� D� QHZ�
WHUP�� LW� WUDFHV� LWV� RUL-
JLQV� WR� WKH� ����V�
DQG� OHJLVODWLRQ�
LQ� WKH� ����V��
3UHVLGHQW�/\Q-
GRQ� -RKQVRQ�
VLJQHG�WKH�&LY-
LO�5LJKWV�$FW�RI�
������ZKLFK� SUR-
KLELWHG� GLVFULPL-
QDWLRQ�EDVHG�RQ� UDFH��
FRORU�� UHOLJLRQ�� VH[�
RU� QDWLRQDO� RULJLQ��
7LWOH� 9,,�

P D G H�
EDVHOLQHV� IRU� HTXDO� HPSOR\-
PHQW�DQG�GHQRXQFHG�GLVFULP-
LQDWLRQ�� � -RKQVRQ� VLJQHG� DQ�
H[HFXWLYH�RUGHU� LQ������ZKLFK�
IXUWKHU�SUHYHQWHG�VXFK�SUHMX-
GLFH��$FWLYLVWV�IRXJKW�IRU�HTXL-
W\�LQ�WKH�ZRUNIRUFH�IRU�$IULFDQ�
$PHULFDQV� LQ� WKH� ����V� DQG�
����V��EXW�WKLV�VQRZEDOOHG�LQWR�
PRUH� PDUJLQDOL]HG� JURXSV��
VXFK� DV� WKH� GLVDEOHG�� ZRPHQ��
SHRSOH� RI� FRORU�� LPPLJUDQWV�
DQG� HWKQLF� JURXSV�� '(,� SUR-
JUDPV� VWDUWHG� H[SDQGLQJ� LQ�
WKH�����V��ZLWK�WKH�ŭUVW�H[WHQ-
VLRQV�EHLQJ�DůUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ��
7KHVH� SROLFLHV� ZHUH� HQIRUFHG�
DV�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�ELDV�LQ�FROOHJH�
DGPLVVLRQV� DQG� KLULQJ� V\V-
WHPV��EXW�DůUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ�LQ�
FROOHJH� DGPLVVLRQV� KDV� VLQFH�
EHHQ�RXWODZHG�E\�WKH�6XSUHPH�
&RXUW�LQ�������

3UHVLGHQW� 'RQDOG� 7UXPSńV�
([HFXWLYH�2UGHUV��ZKLFK�ZHUH�
VLJQHG� LQ�KLV�ŭUVW�ZHHN�RI�RI-

ŭFH�� DLP� WR� UHPRYH� '(,� SUR-
JUDPV� IURP� WKH� )HGHUDO� JRY-
HUQPHQW�� 6HFWLRQ� �� RI� KLV� (2�
VWDWHV��ņ7KH�LQMHFWLRQ�RI�ŃGLYHU-
VLW\��HTXLW\�DQG�LQFOXVLRQń�LQWR�
RXU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�KDV�FRUUXSWHG�
WKHP�E\�UHSODFLQJ�KDUG�ZRUN��
PHULW�DQG�HTXDOLW\�ZLWK�D�GLYL-
VLYH� DQG� GDQJHURXV� SUHIHUHQ-
WLDO�KLHUDUFK\�Ň�

7UXPSńV� GHFLVLRQ� KDV�
VSDUNHG�FRQWURYHUV\��

ņ,WńV�UHDOO\�HDV\�DQG�FRQ-
YHQLHQW� WR� SRLQW� WKH�
ŭQJHU�DW�PLQRUL-
ties, at immi-
JUDQWV�� WR� ULOH�
XS� KLV� EDVH�Ň�

VDLG� KLV-
WRU\� WHDFKHU�
6FRWW� %RQ'X-
rant. “I mean, it 
ZRUNHG�� ULJKW"�
+H� JRW� UH�HOHFWHG�
GHVSLWH� EHLQJ� DQ�
DZIXO� KXPDQ� EH-
LQJ�ZLWK�D�WHUULEOH�
FULPLQDO� UHFRUG��

+H�JRW� HQRXJK�SHRSOH�
PDG�DERXW�LW��,WńV�DQ�ROG�
WULFN� Ō� /HDGHUV� KDYH�
EHHQ� EODPLQJ� PLQRUL-
WLHV� IRUHYHU�� >,I� \RX@�

GRQńW� OLNH�\RXU� OLIH��RU�\RXU�
FRXQWU\ńV� VRFLDO� SUREOHPV�� LWńV�
WKHLU�IDXOW��DQG�WKLV�LV�WKH�QHZ-
HVW������YHUVLRQ�RI�LW�Ň�

6SHFLILFDOO\�� WKHVH� (2V�
WHUPLQDWH�'(,�SURJUDPV�DQG�
SRVLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� IHGHUDO� JRY-
HUQPHQW�DQG�FDQFHO�SUHYLRXV�
H[HFXWLYH�RUGHUV� IURP�SUHYL-
RXV� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV��%H\RQG�
WKH� ZRUNSODFH�� WKH� 'HSDUW-
PHQW� RI� (GXFDWLRQ� KDV� DOVR�
FRPPDQGHG� VFKRROV� WR� KDOW�
ņUDFLDO� SUHIHUHQFHVŇ� LQ� FXU-
ULFXOXPV� DQG� WKUHDWHQHG� WR�
VWRS�IHGHUDO�IXQGLQJ�

ņ:KLOH� WKH� FXUUHQW� DG-
PLQLVWUDWLRQ� KDV� HOLPLQDWHG�
VRPH�'(,�SROLF\�LQ�WKH�IHGHU-
DO�DJHQFLHV��LW�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�
UHFRJQL]H� WKDW� GLYHUVLW\� FDQ�
QDWXUDOO\� DULVH� ZKHQ� IRFXV-
LQJ� RQ� PHULW�Ň� VDLG� 4XHHQLH�

+XD�� &DUHHU� 7HFKQLFDO� (GX-
FDWLRQ� DQG� &DUHHU� FRRUGLQD-
WRU��ņ'LYHUVH�WHDPV�RIWHQ�RXW-
SHUIRUP� KRPRJHQL]HG� RQHV�
LQ� FUHDWLYLW\�� SUREOHP�VROY-
LQJ� >DQG@� GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ��
It’s important to maintain a 
IDLU��XQELDVHG�KLULQJ�SURFHVV�
WR�HYDOXDWH�FDQGLGDWHV�EDVHG�
RQ�VNLOOV�Ň�

6RPH�IHHO�DV�WKRXJK�7UXPSńV�
VRFLRHFRQRPLF� VWDWXV� DŬHFWV�
WKHVH�GHFLVLRQV��

ņ+HńV� REYL-
RXVO\� YHU\�
SULYLOHJHG�Ň�
VDLG� MXQLRU�
$ Q Q D O L V H�
K r a u s e . 

ņ$OO� KH�
wants to 
GR� LV� WR�
VHUYH� WKH�

ULFK� >DQG@�
WR� EHQHŭW� KLV�

SDUW\�� +H� GRHVQńW� FDUH� IRU�
ORZHU�FODVV�>SHRSOH@�RU�PL-
QRULWLHV�� >5HPRYLQJ� '(,�
ZLOO@�KDUP�RXU�LQVWLWXWLRQV�
RYHUDOO�� EHFDXVH� LWńV� EHQ-
HŭFLDO� WR� KDYH� >GLŬHUHQW@�
RSLQLRQV�DQG�SHUVSHFWLYHV��
&DWHULQJ� WR� RQH� FHUWDLQ�
JURXS� >ZLOO@� GHŭQLWHO\�
KDUP�XV�Ň�

2SSRQHQWV� RI� '(,�
PD\� DUJXH� LWńV� XQIDLU� WR�
JLYH� EHQHILWV� WR� FHUWDLQ�
JURXSV� GXH� WR� WKHLU� KLV-

WRULFDO� GLVDGYDQWDJH�� DQG�
WKDW� '(,� LV� ELDVHG� DJDLQVW�
JURXSV� ZKR� DUHQńW� IURP� GL-
YHUVH�EDFNJURXQGV��

6WXGHQWV� GLVDJUHH�� EHOLHY-
LQJ�WKHUHńV�D�PLVXQGHUVWDQG-
LQJ�DERXW�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�'(,��

ņ,I� \RX� LPPHGLDWHO\� >DV-
VXPH@� D� SHUVRQ� RI� FRORU� LV�
KLUHG�>EHFDXVH@�ŃWKH�FRPSDQ\�
ZDQWV�GLYHUVLW\�ń�,�GRQńW�WKLQN�
WKDWńV� QHFHVVDULO\� WUXH�Ň� VDLG�
IUHVKPDQ� -XOLDQ� 5KRGHV��
ņ<RX� GRQńW� NQRZ� DQ\WKLQJ�
DERXW�WKH�SHUVRQ��WKHLU�EDFN-
JURXQG� RU�ZKDW� WKH\� FDQ� GR�
IRU�WKH�FRPSDQ\�Ň

:KLOH�WKHVH�GHFLVLRQV�ZLOO�
LPSDFW� '(,� SURJUDPV�� RWKHU�
IHGHUDO� FLYLO� ULJKWV� ODZV� DQG�
FRQVWLWXWLRQDO� HTXDO� ULJKWV�
SURWHFWLRQV�UHPDLQ�LQ�SODFH��

Letter: disclaimer policy
Darren Lo

news editor

———
,� DP� ZULWLQJ� WKLV� WR� H[-

SUHVV� P\� FRQFHUQ� ZLWK� WKH�
GLVFODLPHU� LQ� WKH� ņ0LVUHSUH-
VHQWDWLRQ� RI� 3DOHVWLQLDQ� VXI-
IHULQJ�LQ�:HVWHUQ�PHGLDŇ�DU-
WLFOH�IURP�ODVW�F\FOH��ODEHOHG��
ņ7KLV� FROXPQ� UHSUHVHQWV� WKH�
RSLQLRQ�RI�WKH�DXWKRU�Ň

7KH� 2XWORRN� KDV� ZULWWHQ�
opinions on antisemitism, 
FULWLFLVP�RI� ,VUDHO� DQG�JHQR-
FLGH�� 1RQH� RI� WKHVH� DUWLFOHV�
LQFOXGH� WKDW� GLVFODLPHU�� -XVW�
WKLV�RQH��:KLOH�WKH�GLVFODLP-
HU� LV� IDFWXDO�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH�
GLVFODLPHU� IRU� WKH� ILUVW� WLPH�
LQ�D�VHQVLWLYH�SLHFH�ZKHUH�WKH�
VWDIIHU� LV� YXOQHUDEOH� LV� QRW�
RQO\�SRRU�SUHFHGHQW��EXW�RXW-
ULJKW�GDQJHURXV�

%\� VD\LQJ� WKLV� SLHFH� GRHV�
QRW� UHSUHVHQW� WKH� 2XWORRN��
LW� LPSOLHV� RWKHU� SLHFHV� GR�
UHSUHVHQW� WKH� 2XWORRN�� ,�
KDYH� QRWKLQJ� DJDLQVW� WKH�
GLVFODLPHU� LWVHOI�� EXW� SROLF\�
PXVW� EH� FUHDWHG� WR� HQVXUH�
its safe use so it is not poten-
WLDOO\�ZHDSRQL]HG�WR�H[FOXGH�
PLQRULW\�RSLQLRQV�

7KH� 2XWORRN� VKRXOG� WDNH�
HYHU\� VWHS� SRVVLEOH�� QR� PDW-
WHU� KRZ� VPDOO�� WR� HQVKULQH�
WKH� VDIHW\� RI� RXU� VWDII�� :H�
PXVW� EH� SUHSDUHG� WR� VWDQG�
EHKLQG�WKH�ZRUGV�RQ�RXU�SD-
SHU��QRW�DV�DQ�HQGRUVHPHQW�RI�
HYHU\�VLQJOH�SLHFH��EXW�WR�SUR-
WHFW�WKH�IRUXP�DV�RQH�EXLOW�RQ�
LQWHJULW\� DQG� IDLUQHVV��0RUH�
LPSRUWDQWO\�� ZLWK� WKH� ULVH�
LQ�KDWH��WKH�2XWORRN�PXVW�EH�
UHDG\�WR�GHIHQG�WKH�VWXGHQWV�

Ellen Li and Leah Hawkins
editors-in-chief

———
:KLOH� ZH� DFNQRZOHGJH�

WKDW� WKH� XVH� RI� GLVFODLPHUV�
LV�LQFRQVLVWHQW��ZH�EHOLHYH�LW�
ZDV�DSSURSULDWH�LQ�WKLV�FDVH��
7KH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� SXEOLVK� WKH�
ņ0LVUHSUHVHQWDWLRQ� RI� 3DO-
HVWLQLDQ� VXIIHULQJ� LQ� :HVW-
HUQ� PHGLDŇ� DUWLFOH� SURYHV�
WKDW� WKH� 2XWORRN� LV� ZLOOLQJ�
WR�WDNH�DQ\�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RU�
UHSHUFXVVLRQV� FRQFHUQLQJ�
WKH�SLHFH��

$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� 2XWORRN�
KDV� IDFHG� FULWLFLVP� RI� WKH�
SXEOLVKLQJ� RI� WKH� DUWLFOH��
ZLWK� WKH� GLVFODLPHU�� DQG�
KDV� VSHQW� WLPH� DQG� HIIRUW�
GHIHQGLQJ�RXU�VWDQFH�DQG�DO-
ORZLQJ� IUHH� VSHHFK� WR� IORZ�
WKURXJKRXW�RXU�SXEOLFDWLRQ��

,Q�D�SHUIHFW�ZRUOG��WKH�FRO-
XPQ� ZRXOG� EH� D� GXDO� RSLQ-
LRQ�� ZLWK� D� GLIIHUHQW� ZULWHU�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ� WKH� RWKHU� VLGH�
RI� WKH� GHEDWH�� +RZHYHU�� WKH�
FROXPQ�LWVHOI�ZDV�VXJJHVWHG�
E\� WKH� ZULWHU�� DQG� ZH� ZHUH�
XQDEOH� WR� ILQG� DQ\RQH� HOVH�

ZLOOLQJ�WR�ZULWH�DQ�RSSRVLQJ�
RSLQLRQ�� $V� D� SXEOLFDWLRQ��
ZH� GR� QRW� IRUFH� DQ\� RI� RXU�
staff to write opinions on 
WRSLFV� WKH\� SHUVRQDOO\� GLV-
DJUHH�ZLWK�

7KH�DUWLFOH�ZDV�SULQWHG�RQ�
D�JHQHUDO� IHDWXUHV�SDJH�DQG�
QHHGHG� FODULILFDWLRQ� WR� SUH-
YHQW� DQ\� PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
E\� UHDGHUV� WKDW� WKH� DUWLFOH�
ZDV� DOVR� D� JHQHUDO� IHDWXUHV�
SLHFH� EDVHG� LQ� IDFW�� UDWKHU�
than opinion, as it was. In 
WKH�SDVW��RSLQLRQ�SLHFHV�KDYH�
IDFHG�XQZDUUDQWHG�FULWLFLVP�
IURP� UHDGHUV� ZKR� GLG� QRW�
XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� GLIIHUHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�QHZV�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�
VXEMHFWLYH�RSLQLRQ�

:H�DUH�DZDUH�RI�WKH�LQFRQ-
VLVWHQF\�ZLWK�WKH�GLVFODLPHU�
GXH� WR� LWV� XQSUHFHGHQWHG�
nature. Therefore, we are pi-
ORWLQJ�D�SROLF\�LQ�ZKLFK�DQ\�
RSLQLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�FRQWUR-
YHUVLDO� SROLWLFDO� LVVXHV� ZLOO�
FRQWDLQ� D� GLVFODLPHU� LQ� RU-
GHU� WR� SURWHFW� WKH�PHPEHUV�
RI� RXU� RUJDQL]DWLRQ� DQG� WR�
XSKROG�FRQVLVWHQF\���

Response from the Editor
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LILLIAN HUANG

Rise in retail theft
Reika Lam

news writer

———
San Mateo County has expe-

rienced a 53% increase in shop-
OLŶLQJ�IURP������WR�������ZKHQ�
WKH� FRXQW\�KDG� LWV�KLJKHVW� UDWH�
RI� ���� UHSRUWHG� LQFLGHQWV�� 7KLV�
ULVH� RI� DUUHVWV� DQG� UHWDLO� WKHŶ�
related cases over the years has 
EURXJKW�WKH�SROLFH�RI�6DQ�0DWHR��
San Bruno and Daly City into a 
SDUWQHUVKLS��IRUPLQJ�7KH�2UJD-
QL]HG�5HWDLO�7KHŶ�7DVN�)RUFH�LQ�
1RYHPEHU������

(YHQ� WKRXJK� WKH� VXSSRVHG�
VXUJH� LQ� UHWDLO� WKHŶ� ZDV� RYHU-
EORZQ��ZLWK�D�&11�UHSRUW�KLJK-
OLJKWLQJ� D�:DOJUHHQV� H[HFXWLYH�
DGPLWWLQJ� WKDW� WKH\� KDG� RYHU-
UHDFWHG� WR� ORVVHV� DV� D� UHVXOW� RI�
VKRSOLŶLQJ��&DOLIRUQLD�KDV�WDNHQ�
VWHSV�WR�PLWLJDWH�UHWDLO�WKHŶ�

,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������7KH�6WDWH�
RI�&DOLIRUQLD� RŬHUHG�JUDQWV� WR�
IXQG�FULPH�ŭJKWLQJ�SURJUDPV�
WKURXJK� WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�%RDUG�
RI� 6WDWH� DQG� &RPPXQLW\�
&RUUHFWLRQV��7KH�JUDQWV�
WRWDOHG� ��������
PLOOLRQ�DQG�ZHUH�
DZDUGHG� WR� ���
City Police De-
SDUWPHQWV� DQG�
VHYHQ� 6KHULŬńV�
2ůFHV��

S a n 
0DWHR��
S a n 
B r u -
no and Daly 
&LW\�ZHUH�JLYHQ�QHDU-
O\����PLOOLRQ�FROOHFWLYHO\�DQG�SXW�
WKH�PRQH\�WR�FRPEDW�UHWDLO�WKHŶ��

ņ:H� KDYH� DQ� RůFHU� ZKR�
VLWV� LQ�IURQW�RI�$SSOH� >LQ@�%XUO-
LQJDPH�Ň� VDLG� -HDQLQH� 2YDOOH��
6DQ� 0DWHR� 3ROLFH� 'HSDUWPHQW�
FRXQW\� UHODWLRQV� RůFHU�� ņ:H�
KDYH�DQ�RůFHU�WKDW�VLWV�LQ�IURQW�
RI� 6HSKRUD�� 7KHVH� EXVLQHVV-
HV� ZHUH� QRZ� WDNLQJ� LW� D� VWHS�
KLJKHU�DQG�DFWXDOO\�KLULQJ�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW� WR� KHOS� SURWHFW�
WKHLU�EXVLQHVVHV�EHFDXVH�>UHWDLO�
WKHŶ@�ZDV�VR�UDPSDQW�Ň

$ORQJVLGH� WKLV� QHZ� WDVN�
IRUFH�� WKHUH� KDYH� DOVR� EHHQ�
QHZ�� VWDWHZLGH� ODZV� WKDW� WDU-
JHW� RUJDQL]HG� UHWDLO� WKHŶ�
WKDW�ZHQW�LQWR�HŬHFW�UHFHQWO\��
3URSRVLWLRQ� ���� DQ� LQLWLDWLYH�
WKDW� FUDFNV� GRZQ� GUXJ� DQG�

WKHŶ� FULPHV�� ZDV� HQDFWHG�
'HF������������

3URSRVLWLRQ����WXUQV�EXUJODU\�
DQG�VKRSOLŶLQJ�YDOXHG�DW�XQGHU�
����� IURP� EHLQJ� FODVVLŭHG� DV�
PLVGHPHDQRUV� WR� IHORQLHV�� 5RE-
EHULHV�FRPPLWWHG�E\�JURXSV�ZLOO�
DOVR�VXŬHU�H[WHQGHG�VHQWHQFHV��

ņ:H�FDQ�QRZ�DJJUHJDWH�FDVHV�
WRJHWKHU�Ň�2YDOOH� VDLG�� ņ3URS����
KDV� UHDOO\� JLYHQ� XV� D� IHZ� GLI-
IHUHQW� ZD\V� QRZ� WR� FKDUJH� RU-
JDQL]HG� UHWDLO� WKHŶ� ZKHUH� ZH�
GLGQńW�KDYH�LW�EHIRUH�Ň

7KH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�25ŵ)�DQG�
RWKHU�UHWDLO�FRPEDWLQJ�ODZV�DUH�
PDLQO\� GXH� WR� WKH� LQFUHDVLQJ�
FRPSOH[LW\�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�H[HFX-
WLRQ�RI�PRGHUQ�WKHŶ�RSHUDWLRQV�

ņ>7KHVH� VKRSOLŶHUV@� DUH� RU-
JDQL]HG�Ň� 2YDOOH� VDLG�� ņ7KH\�
DUH� FUHZV�� 7KH\� JR� LQ�� DQG� D�
ORW� RI� WKHP�ZHUH� JHWWLQJ� DZD\�
ZLWK�WKLV�VWXŬ�EHFDXVH��GXULQJ�

&29,'��WKH\�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�ZHDU�
PDVNV��ZKLFK�ZRXOG�KLGH�WKHLU�
LGHQWLWLHV� DQG� WKHLU� IHDWXUHV�
IURP�YLGHR�Ň

7RPP\�3UHGRYLFK��WKH�RZQHU�
RI� WKH� 9LQ\O� 6ROXWLRQ� 5HFRUGV�
VWRUH�� GHVFULEHV� DQ� RUJDQL]HG�
WKHŶ�LQFLGHQW�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�
WKH�SDVW�DW�KLV�VWRUH�

ņ$� FRXSOH� JX\V�� \HDUV� DJR��
FDPH� LQ�Ň� 3UHGRYLFK� VDLG��
ņ%RWK� RI� WKHP�ZHUH� VWDFNLQJ�
XS� VWXŬ� WRZDUGV� WKH� IURQW��
$QG� WKHQ� >VRPHRQH� HOVH@� ����
FDPH�LQ�WKH�EDFN�DQG�GLVWUDFW-
HG� XV� ZLWK� D� EXQFK� RI� TXHV-
WLRQV� ZKLOH� WKH� RWKHU� RQHV�
WULHG�WR�JUDE�>PHUFKDQGLVH@�Ň

5RQ�$QVOH\��WKH�RZQHU�RI�WKH�
&DOLIRUQLD�$UW�6XSSO\�&RPSDQ\�
VWRUH��KDG�D�VLPLODU�H[SHULHQFH�

ņ,� IHHO� SHUVRQDOO\� DŬURQWHG�
ZKHQ� WKDW� NLQG� RI� WKLQJ� KDS-

SHQV�Ň� $QVOH\� VDLG�� ņ,WńV� D�
YHU\�SHUVRQDO�WKLQJ��OLNH�
ZKHQ� VRPHERG\� EUHDNV�
LQWR� \RXU� FDU�� <RX� IHHO�
YLRODWHG�Ň

6KRS� RZQHUV� ZKR�
DUH�DZDUH�RI� WKH� OLNH-
OLKRRG� RI� UHWDLO� WKHŶ�

NHHS� DQ� H\H�
RXW� IRU� WKRVH�
WKH\� GHHP�
VXVSLFLRXV��

ņ>%XVLQHVVHV@� JHW� WR� D�
SRLQW� ZKHUH� WKH\� GRQńW�
WUXVW� DQ\ERG\�Ň� 3UH-
GRYLFK� VDLG�� ņ7KH\�
GRQńW�WUXVW�D�FHUWDLQ�
DJH�JURXS�� RU� WKH\�

GRQńW� WUXVW� D�
FHUWDLQ� WKLV��
RU�WKDW�Ň

+RZHYHU�� VRPH� SHRSOH� EH-
OLHYH� WKDW� LQ� FHUWDLQ� VLWXDWLRQV��
WKHŶ� FDQ� EH� YLHZHG� DV� XQGHU-
VWRRG�DQG�SRVVLEO\�H[FXVDEOH��

ņ'XULQJ�&29,'��OHWńV�VD\�\RX�
ORVW� \RXU� MRE�Ň� VDLG� IUHVKPDQ�
4XLQQ�+HQU\��ņ<RX�VWLOO�QHHG�WR�
JHW�IRRG�IRU�\RXU�IDPLO\��VR�\RX�
ZRXOG�JR�WR�D�VWRUH��PD\EH�VKRS-
OLŶ� D� FRXSOH� RI� ORDYHV� RI� EUHDG�
RU�VRPHWKLQJ��SXW�LW�XQGHU�\RXU�
VKLUW�DQG�ZDON�RXW��7KDWńV�ŭQH��
\RX�KDYH�WR�HDW�Ň�

0DQ\� VWRUHV� KDYH� EHHQ� WDN-
LQJ� IXUWKHU� DFWLRQV� WR� SUHYHQW�
WKHLU� PHUFKDQGLVH� IURP� EHLQJ�
VWROHQ�� VXFK� DV� LQ� GUXJ� VWRUHV�
OLNH� :DOJUHHQV� RU� &96�� ZKHUH�
FHUWDLQ�LWHPV�DUH�ORFNHG�XS��

ņ,W� SUHYHQWV� PH�
IURP� JHWWLQJ� WKH�

WKLQJV� WKDW� ,�ZDQW�Ň�+HQU\�
VDLG��ņ,�GRQńW�ZDQW�WR�FDOO�DQ�DV-
VLVWDQW�RYHU�HYHU\�WLPH�,�ZDQW�WR�
JHW�D�QHZ�PDVFDUD�Ň�

Bystanders can help out the 
SROLFH�ZLWK�UHWDLO�WKHŶ�E\�EHLQJ�
DQ�H[WUD�H\H�GXULQJ�WKH�VFHQH��

ņ%H�JRRG�ZLWQHVVHV�Ň�2YDO-
OH� VDLG�� ņ:KR� GLG� \RX� VHH"�
:KDW� GLG� \RX� KHDU"� :KHUH�
GLG� WKH\�JR"�$UH� \RX� DEOH� WR�
FDWFK� D� OLFHQVH� SODWH"� 7KDWńV�
WKH� W\SH� RI� LQIRUPDWLRQ� ZH�
QHHG�WKDW�KHOSV�PDNH�RXU�MRE�
D�ORW�HDVLHU�Ň�

6LQFH� WKH� 2577)ńV� HVWDE-
OLVKPHQW�� WKH� WDVN� IRUFH� KDV�
EHHQ�DEOH�WR�PDNH�VLJQLILFDQW�
LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ�FXUELQJ�UH-
WDLO� WKHIW�DV�RI� WKH�QHZ�\HDU��
7KHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�D�WRWDO�RI�����
DUUHVWV�� ���� WDNHQ� FDVHV� DQG�
RYHU�����WKRXVDQG�UHFRYHUHG�
LQ�VWROHQ�LWHPV��
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7UXPS�WRRN�RůFH�LQ�-DQXDU\��KH�
KDV� LPSOHPHQWHG�PDQ\� FKDQJ-
HV� WDUJHWLQJ� LPPLJUDWLRQ�� LQ-
FOXGLQJ�RQHV�WKDW�VHHN�WR�GHSRUW�
WKH� �����PLOOLRQ� XQGRFXPHQWHG�
LPPLJUDQWV��SDXVH�UHIXJHH�DQG�
DV\OXP�SURJUDPV�DQG� LQFUHDVH�
WKH� PLOLWDU\� SUHVHQFH� DW� WKH�
8�6��0H[LFR�ERUGHU�

REACTIONS
$FURVV� WKH� FRXQWU\�� WKDW�

FRQVWDQW�IHDU�RI�EHLQJ�DUUHVWHG�
and deported leads some un-
GRFXPHQWHG� LPPLJUDQWV� WR�
DYRLG� SXEOLF� VSDFHV�� 0DQ\� RI�
WKHVH� SODFHV� ZHUH� SUHYLRXVO\�
considered sensitive locations 
IRU� ,PPLJUDWLRQ�DQG�&XVWRPV�
(QIRUFHPHQW�� VXFK� DV� VFKRROV�
DQG� FKXUFKHV�� +RZHYHU�� WKDW�
SROLF\� KDV� EHHQ� UHVFLQGHG� E\�
7UXPS�� VR� WKRVH� ORFDWLRQV�DUH�
QR�ORQJHU�SURWHFWHG�

ņ,ńP�QRW�JRLQJ�RXW�DV�PXFK�
DV�,�XVHG�WR�Ň�VDLG�VHQLRU�DQG�
XQGRFXPHQWHG� LPPLJUDQW�

0DUJDUHW�� ņ,� XVHG� WR� JR� WR�
FKXUFK� HYHU\� 6XQGD\�� EXW� QRZ�
,� FDQQRW�� ,� GRQńW� IHHO� VDIH� LQ�
FKXUFK� DQ\PRUH��0\� GDG� WULHV�
WR�EH�VDIH�>DQG@�ZKHQ�>KH@�JRHV�WR�
ZRUN��KH�WULHV�WR�FRPH�LQ�HDUO\�RU�
WULHV�WR�ZRUN�DV�IDVW�DV�SRVVLEOH�Ň

,Q� VSLWH� RI� WKLV�� RWKHUV� KDYH�
FRQWLQXHG�ZLWK� WKHLU�GDLO\� URX-
WLQHV�RXW�RI�QHFHVVLW\��

ņ,Q�D�ZD\��>,ńP@�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
VFDUHG�EHFDXVH�,ńP�D�KXPDQ�
EHLQJ�Ň� VDLG�XQGRF-
umented immi-
JUDQW� 
:DOWHU��
ņ%XW� ,� KDYH� WR�
FRQWLQXH� ZLWK�
P\�OLIH��,�KDYH�WR�FRQWLQXH�JR-
LQJ�WR�ZRUN��,I�LWńV�P\�WLPH�>IRU�
,&(@�WR�JHW�PH��RND\��,ńP�KHUH��
1RWKLQJ� WR� KLGH�� QRWKLQJ� WR�
IHDU��7KDWńV�WKH�ZD\�LW�LV��XQIRU-
WXQDWHO\��IRU�XV�LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�
WKLV�FRXQWU\�Ň

<HW�� VRPH� EHOLHYH� WKDW� DQ�
LPPLJUDWLRQ� FUDFN-
GRZQ� ZLOO� EHQHŭW�
WKH� 8�6�� E\� FKDQJ-
LQJ�LWV�SULRULWLHV��

ņ$PHULFD� KDV� WKLV�
YLHZ� WKDW� ZH� VKRXOG�
KHOS� RWKHU� FRXQWULHV�
DW� DOO� WLPHV�� EXW� WKHQ�
RXU� FRXQWU\� LV� EHFRP-
LQJ� D� PHVV� EHFDXVH� RI�
WKDW�Ň� VDLG� MXQLRU� $QQD�
*HYRUJ\DQ�� ņ,� DJUHH�
>ZLWK�7UXPS@�DERXW�ŭ[LQJ�
XS�RXU�FRXQWU\�����>,PPLJUDWLRQ@�
HLWKHU� >KDV� D@� EDG� >LPSDFW@� IRU�
XV�RU�IRU�>RWKHU�FRXQWULHV@��$QG�
DW� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� GD\�� LI� \RXńUH�
DQ�$PHULFDQ��\RX�ZDQW�LW�WR�EH�
JRRG�IRU�\RX�Ň

$QRWKHU� UHDVRQ� WKDW� VRPH�
VXSSRUW� GHSRUWDWLRQ� LV� EHFDXVH�
RI� WKH� EHOLHI� WKDW� LPPLJUDQWV�
KDYH� KLJKHU� FULPH� UDWHV�� +RZ-
HYHU�� WKH� 1DWLRQDO� %XUHDX� RI�
(FRQRPLF� 5HVHDUFK� IRXQG� WKDW�
LPPLJUDQWV�LQ�WKH�8�6��DUH�����
OHVV� OLNHO\� WKDQ� ZKLWH� SHRSOH�
ZKR�ZHUH�ERUQ�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�WR�
EH�LQFDUFHUDWHG��

ņ,� DJUHH� ZLWK� >LPPLJUDQWV�
ZKR�KDYH@�D�FULPLQDO�UHFRUG�>EH-
LQJ�WDNHQ@�RXW�RI�KHUH�Ň�:DOWHU�
VDLG�� ņ%XW� ZKDW� ,� GRQńW� OLNH� LV�

LI� >,&(@� JRHV� WR� RQH� DSDUWPHQW�
EXLOGLQJ��RU�WKH\�JR�WR�D�UHVWDX-
UDQW��WKH\�MXVW�JHW�>ZKRHYHU@�LV�
LQ�WKHLU�ZD\�Ň

EFFECTS ON AMERICA
7KH� FRQVHTXHQFHV� RI� PDVV�

deportations are not limited 
VROHO\� WR� LPPLJUDQW� FRPPX-
QLWLHV�� $FFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH� -RLQW�
(FRQRPLF� &RPPLWWHH�� LI� PDVV�
GHSRUWDWLRQV� FRQWLQXH�� E\� �����
WKH� 8QLWHG� 6WDWHV� ZLOO�
KDYH�UHGXFHG�LWV�*'3�
E\�DV�PXFK�DV�������
SULFHV�ZLOO�ULVH�XS�WR�
�����KLJKHU�DQG�WKH�
QXPEHU� RI� ZRUNHUV�
IRU�NH\� LQGXVWULHV�
ZLOO� EH� UHGXFHG�
G UDPDW LFD O O\��
DPRQJ�

VHYHUDO� RWKHU�
FRQFHUQV��:KLOH�
LW� PD\� QRW�
seem like 
it on 
WKH� VXUIDFH��
P D Q \�

MREV�UHO\�RQ� WKH�ZRUN�RI�
LPPLJUDQWV�� )RU� HYHU\�
KDOI� PLOOLRQ� SHRSOH� GH-

SRUWHG�� �������8�6��ERUQ�ZRUN-
HUV�ZLOO�ORVH�WKHLU�MREV�DV�ZHOO��

ņ,�ZRUN�LQ�FRQVXOWLQJ�Ň�:DO-
WHU�VDLG��ņ7KH�RZQHU�LV�D�ZKLWH�
GXGH��DQG�KHńV�YHU\��YHU\�QLFH�
ZLWK� XV�� 6R� LPDJLQH� KLV� FRP-
SDQ\�� >ZKHUH� WKHUH@� DUH� ������
SHRSOH�>ZRUNLQJ��DQG@�RQH�GD\��
WKH� >,&(@� FRPHV� DQG� JHWV� DOO�
>RI@� XV�� >:KDWńV� JRLQJ�

WR�KDSSHQ@�ZLWK�
DOO�KLV�FXVWRP-
HUV�� DOO� WKH�
FRPSDQLHV�ZH�
ZRUN�IRU"Ň

7KH� JRY-
e r n m e n t 
ZRXOG� KDYH�

WR�VSHQG�URXJKO\������ELOOLRQ�DW�
PLQLPXP�LI�HYHU\�XQGRFXPHQW-
HG� SHUVRQ� LV� GHSRUWHG� DW� RQFH��
DQG� LI� VSUHDG� RYHU� WKH� FRXUVH�
RI����\HDUV��WKDW�FRVW�ZLOO�ULVH�WR�
������� ELOOLRQ�� DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�
$PHULFDQ�,PPLJUDWLRQ�&RXQFLO��

ņ,� XQGHUVWDQG� ZKHUH�
>7UXPSńV@�FRPLQJ�IURP�EHFDXVH�
ZH�GRQńW�ZDQW�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�LO-
OHJDOO\�KHUH�WR�VWD\�KHUH�Ň�*HYRU-
J\DQ�VDLG��ņ%XW�,�MXVW�GRQńW�DJUHH�

ZLWK� JHWWLQJ� ULG� RI� SHRSOH�ZKR�
DUH� PDNLQJ� D� OLYLQJ�� EHFDXVH�
WKHUHńV� DFWXDOO\�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�
WU\LQJ�� 7KH\ńUH� SD\LQJ� WD[HV��
VR�WKH\ńUH�EDVLFDOO\�OLNH�FLWL]HQV�
Ō� ,I� \RXńUH� SD\LQJ� \RXU� WD[HV��
\RXńUH�FRQWULEXWLQJ� WR�$PHULFD��
>DQG@�\RX�VKRXOG�VWD\�Ň

,Q� ������ XQGRFXPHQWHG�
KRXVHKROGV�SDLG�������ELOOLRQ�LQ�
IHGHUDO�WD[HV�DQG�������ELOOLRQ�LQ�
VWDWH�DQG� ORFDO� WD[HV��$ERXW�����
million undocumented immi-
JUDQWV�DUH�SDUW�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
ZRUNIRUFH�� ZKLFK� FRYHUV� RYHU�

����RI�DOO�XQGRFXPHQW-
HG� LPPLJUDQWV� LQ�
WRWDO�� 6LQFH� WKH\�
FRQWULEXWH�PDMRUO\�
WR� WKH� DJULFXOWXUDO�

and construction 
ŭHOGV�� ZRUN� LV� RŶHQ�

EDFNEUHDN-
LQJ�� ZLWK�

ORQJ� KRXUV��
7KH\� DOVR� UHDS�
IHZHU� EHQHŭWV�
ZKHQ� FRPSDUHG�

WR� FLWL]HQV�� 1HZ�
American Econ-
RP\�IRXQG�WKDW��
EHWZHHQ� �����
DQG�������DOO�LP-
PLJUDQWV� � UHJDUGOHVV�
RI�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ�VWDWXV� con-
WULEXWHG��RQ�DYHUDJH�������PRUH�
WR� WKH� 0HGLFDUH� 7UXVW� � )XQG�
WKDQ�ZDV�VSHQW�RQ�WKHP��

EFFECTS ON IMMIGRANTS
)RU� LPPLJUDQWV�ZKR�KDYH�

EXLOW�WKHLU�OLYHV�LQ�WKLV�FRXQ-
WU\�� GHSRUWDWLRQ� ZRXOG� FRP-
SOHWHO\� XSURRW� ZKDW� WKH\�
KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG��

ņ,� IHHO� YHU\� GLVDSSRLQWHG�
>DERXW� 7UXPSńV� SROLFLHV@� EH-
FDXVH�,�WULHG�P\�KDUGHVW�WR�JHW�
JRRG� JUDGHV�� PDLQWDLQ� D� �����
>DQG@�P\�OLIH�>LQ�P\�QDWLYH�FRXQ-
WU\@� ZRXOG� EH� WRWDOO\� GLŬHUHQW�
IURP�ZKDW�,�KDG�KHUH�Ň�0DUJD-
UHW�VDLG��ņ,W�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�DOO�RI�
WKLV�ZDV�IRU�QRWKLQJ�Ň�

6LPLODUO\��VRSKRPRUH�
5XWKLH��
ZKRVH�SDUHQWV�DUH�ERWK�XQGRFX-
PHQWHG��ZRXOG�IDFH�VWUXJJOHV�

ņ>,I�P\�SDUHQWV�JHW�GHSRUWHG@��
LWńV� D� YHU\� GLůFXOW� VLWXDWLRQ��
EHFDXVH� P\� SDUHQWV� DUH� IURP�
WZR�GLŬHUHQW�FRXQWULHV�Ň�5XWKLH�
VDLG�� ņ0\�PRP� LV�*XDWHPDODQ��
DQG�P\�GDG�LV�0H[LFDQ��VR�WKH\�
ZRXOG� KDYH� WR� EH� VHQW� EDFN� WR�
WKHLU� UHVSHFWLYH� FRXQWULHV�� >6R@�
RXU�SODQ�LV�WR�JR�ZLWK�P\�PRP��
DQG�WKHQ�>ZKHQ@�ZH�HQWHU�0H[-
LFR��ZH� >ZRXOG@� OLYH� WKHUH�ZLWK�
P\�GDG�Ō� >2XU@� KRXVH� >WKHUH@�
LV�YHU\�ROG�Ō�,WńV�PDGH�RI�VWRQH��

DQG�WKH�URRI�LV�D�UDFN�RI�PHWDO��
>LWńV@�YHU\�PXGG\��DQG�WKH\�OLYH�
DOO� WKH� ZD\� XS� LQ� WKH� PRXQ-
WDLQV�� VR� LW� ZRXOG� EH� SUHWW\�
KDUG�WR�>KRXVH@�DOO�RI�XV�WKHUH��
EHFDXVH�>DOO�RI�P\�IDPLO\�OLYHV�
WKHUH@� VR� HYHU\RQH� >ZRXOG� EH@�
FUDPPHG� LQ� D� VPDOO�� OLWWOH�
KRXVH� >DQG@� ,� GRQńW� WKLQN� WKDW�
ZRXOG�ZRUN�Ō�:HńG�KDYH�D�OLW-
WOH�IRXQGDWLRQ�EXW�ZHńG�KDYH�WR�
EXLOG�XS�Ň

2Q� WRS� RI� WKLV�� PDQ\� LP-
PLJUDQWV� FDPH� WR� WKH� 8�6�� WR�
HVFDSH�GDQJHUV� LQ� WKHLU�KRPH�
FRXQWU\� RU� WR� SXUVXH� EHWWHU�
HFRQRPLF�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��

ņ0\�PRP�XVHG�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�
P\�GDGńV�PRP�DQG� VKH�GLGQńW�
OLNH� WKDW� H[SHULHQFH�Ň� 0DUJD-
UHW� VDLG�� ņ:H�GLGQńW�KDYH�HGX-
FDWLRQ��,W�ZDV�HLWKHU�ZRUN�RU�EH�
D�KRXVHZLIH��VR�P\�PRP�GHFLG-
HG�WR�JR�>WR�WKH�8�6@��>0\�PRP@�

GLGQńW�JR�WR�KLJK�VFKRRO��
DQG� P\� GDG�
>RQO\� ZHQW�

W R @�
K L J K�

VFKRRO� Ō�
>0\�PRP@�IHOW�
YHU\� GLVDS-

SRLQWHG�� VR� VKH�ZDQWHG�
XV�WR�KDYH�D�EHWWHU�IXWXUH�WKDQ�
ZKDW�WKH\�KDG�Ň

:LWK� PDQ\� XQGRFXPHQWHG�

LPPLJUDQWV�
V W D \ L Q J�
EDFN� LQ�
WKH� 8�6��� PDQ\�
KDYHQńW� DSSOLHG� IRU�
FLWL]HQVKLS�� VLPLODU� WR�:DOWHU��
ZKR� KDV� EHHQ� LQ� WKH� 8�6�� IRU�
��� \HDUV� DQG� KDVQńW� DSSOLHG�
EHFDXVH� KH� KDV� QRW� H[SORUHG�
PHDQV�RI�QDWXUDOL]DWLRQ�RWKHU�
WKDQ� WKURXJK� D� VSRXVH�� %XW�
VRPH�RI�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�DUH�LQ�D�
GLŬHUHQW�VLWXDWLRQ��

ņ,�KDYH�D�FRXSOH�RI�FR�ZRUN-
HUV�ZKR�DUH�LQ�WURXEOH�ZLWK�WKH�
ODZ�Ň� �:DOWHU� VDLG�� ņ7KH\�ZHUH�
GHSRUWHG�DQG� WKH\�FDPH�EDFN��
6R�QRZ�WKH\�DUH�DIUDLG�WKH\ńUH�
JRQQD� JHW� FDXJKW� >E\� ,&(@� Ō�
7KH\�DUH�WKH�RQO\�>RQHV�LQ�WKHLU�
IDPLOLHV�ZKR@�EULQJ�WKH�PRQH\�
LQ� IRU� WKHLU� UHQW� DQG� IRRG�� ,I�
WKH\� JHW� FDXJKW�� ZKRńV� JRQQD�
VXSSRUW� WKRVH� NLGV�� WKH� ZLIH�
DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ"Ň

PROTECTION
$V�,&(�EUDQFKHV�RXW�WR�FLWLHV�

OLNH�6DQ�0DWHR��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�
PXOWLSOH�HŬRUWV�SXW�IRUWK�E\�6DQ�
0DWHR�&RXQW\� WR�HQVXUH�VDIHW\�
DQG�VHFXULW\�IRU�XQGRFXPHQWHG�
UHVLGHQWV�� $� ERDUG� PHHWLQJ� LQ�
����� SDVVHG� DQ� RUGLQDQFH� UH-
VWULFWLQJ�WKH�XVDJH�RI�FRXQW\�UH-
VRXUFHV��VXFK�DV�PRQH\��ODERU�RU�

SURSHUW\�� WR�DVVLVW� ,&(�RU�RWKHU�
LPPLJUDWLRQ� HQIRUFHPHQW� LQL-
WLDWLYHV�� 5HVWULFWLRQV� ZHUH� DOVR�
SODFHG� RQ� VKDULQJ� SHUVRQDO� LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ� DERXW� UHVLGHQWV�� OLNH�
WKHLU�FLWL]HQVKLS�VWDWXV�RU�FRXQ-
WU\�RI�RULJLQ��XQOHVV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�
WR�D�ZDUUDQW��

6DQ�0DWHR�&RXQW\�DOVR�RŬHUV�
PXOWLSOH� UHVRXUFHV� DERXW� ZKDW�
WR� GR� LI� IDFHG�ZLWK� ,&(�� ,I� RQH�
LV�FRQIURQWHG�E\�,&(�GLUHFWO\�RU�
KDV�VHHQ�WKHP�LQ�WKHLU�DUHD��WKH�
UDSLG� UHVSRQVH� KRWOLQH� IRU� 6DQ�
0DWHR�&RXQW\�LV�����������������
7KH�6DQ�0DWHR�&RXQW\�ZHEVLWH�
KDV�OLQNV�IRU�OHJDO�DVVLVWDQFH��LQ-
IRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�GLŬHUHQW�SDWK-
ZD\V� WR� FLWL]HQVKLS� DQG� HYHQ�
ņ.QRZ�<RXU�5LJKWVŇ�PHHWLQJV��

ņ$� ORW� RI� RXU� UROH� UHDOO\� LQ-
YROYHV� FRQQHFWLQJ� WKH� FRP-
PXQLW\�� HLWKHU� WR� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
RU�UHVRXUFHV�WKDW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� FRXQW\� RI� 6DQ�0D-
WHR��>:H�DOVR�ZRUN@�YHU\�FORVHO\�
LQ� SDUWQHUVKLS� ZLWK� FRPPX-
QLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�Ň�VDLG�6DUDK�
)HOGPHQ��D�SUHVHQWHU�DQG�UHS-
UHVHQWDWLYH� RI� WKH� .QRZ� <RXU�
5LJKWV�SURJUDP�

$UDJRQ�LWVHOI�KDV�PDGH�PXO-
WLSOH�HŬRUWV�WR�HQVXUH�VWXGHQWVń�
VDIHW\� DQG� WKHLU� FRQŭGHQFH� LQ�
WKDW� VDIHW\�� 3ULQFLSDO� 'U�� 0L-
FKDHO� -RQHV� KDV� VHQW� HPDLOV�
UHJDUGLQJ� VWXGHQWVń� ULJKWV�� DV�

ZHOO�DV�WKH�VFKRROńV�DELOLW\�WR�
ZLWKKROG�VWXGHQWVń�SHU-

VRQDO� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
LI� LW� FRPHV� LQWR�

TXHVWLRQ�� )O\-
HUV� KDYH� DOVR�
EHHQ� SXW� XS�
WKURXJKRXW�

WKH� VFKRRO�
IXUWKHU� DůUPLQJ�

WKDW� HYHU\� VWXGHQW� LV�
VWLOO�D�VWXGHQW�UHJDUG-
OHVV� RI� WKHLU� FLWL]HQ-
VKLS�VWDWXV��DQG�ZLOO�

QRW� EH� WUHDWHG� DQ\�
GLŬHUHQWO\� EHFDXVH� RI�
WKHLU�RULJLQV��7KH�)DPLO\�
(GXFDWLRQDO� 5LJKWV� DQG�
3ULYDF\�$FW�SURWHFWV�DQ\�
LQIRUPDWLRQ� D� GLVWULFW�
VWRUHV�DERXW�IDPLOLHVń�
LPPLJUDWLRQ� VWDWXV��

and WKXV� WKLV� LQIRUPDWLRQ�
FDQ�QRW�EH�JLYHQ�DZD\�ZLWKRXW�
SDUHQWDO�FRQVHQW��

%HVLGHV� WKH� VFKRROńV� DQG�
GLVWULFWńV� VXSSRUW�� IULHQGV�
KDYH� DOVR� EHHQ� VXSSRUWLQJ�
WKRVH�LQ�QHHG�

ņ,�DOZD\V�WU\�WR�RIIHU�>KHOS�
E\� VD\LQJ@� ŃP\� KRXVH� LV� DO-
ZD\V� D� SODFH� \RX� FDQ� FRPH�
LI� \RX� HYHU� QHHG� KHOS� >DQG@�
P\� IDPLO\� LV� DOZD\V� WKHUH�
WR� KHOS� \RX�ńŇ� VDLG� 
.LDUD��
D� VRSKRPRUH� DW� 6DQ� 0DWHR�
+LJK� 6FKRRO�� ņ,� GHILQLWHO\�
UHPHPEHU� ,� ZDV� WH[WLQJ� D�
IHZ� RI�P\� IULHQGV�� 7KH\� WROG�
PH� WKH\� ZHUH� ZRUULHG� DERXW�
ZDONLQJ� WR� VFKRRO�� DQG� WKH\�
ZHUH� ZRUULHG� LI� WKH\� ZRXOG�
EH�DSSURDFKHG�>VR@�PH�DQG�P\�
IULHQGV� ZRXOG� RIIHU� WR� JLYH�
WKHP�ULGHV�WR�VFKRRO�Ň

,PPLJUDQWV�SOD\�DQ�LPSRU-
WDQW� UROH� LQ� $PHULFDńV� VWRU\��
7UXPSńV�SROLFLHV�WDUJHWLQJ�LP-
PLJUDQWV�ZLOO�KDYH�GHWULPHQ-
WDO� HŬHFWV� RQ� HYHU\RQH��$ŶHU�
DOO�� DV� 3UHVLGHQW� -RKQ� )�� .HQ-
QHG\� IDPRXVO\� GHFODUHG�� ņ(Y-
HU\ZKHUH� LPPLJUDQWV� KDYH�
HQULFKHG� DQG� VWUHQJWKHQHG�
WKH�IDEULF�RI�$PHULFDQ�OLIH�Ň

98,000 
undocumented 

high school stu-

dents graduate 

each year.
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The     
AP-CP 
Divide: 

Zack Li and Diya Poojary
features and news writer

———
It’s difficult to find labels shorter 

than the two-letter AP and CP bubbles 
on the course selection sheets that 
have made their annual wave through 
the hands of Aragon students. 

Yet, these labels, representing Ad-
vanced Placement and College Prepa-
ration respectively, go beyond class 
schedules and perpetuate a social 
divide between AP and CP students 
— especially considering that Aragon 
offers 19 AP classes, twice the number 
the average high school offers.

“Students that have taken [Ad-
vanced Standing] classes … have been 
together for a couple of years [and] by 
the time they get to AP, they’re a nice 
little family unit,” said counselor Lea 
Sanguinetti. “[But] sometimes students, 
if they’ve never taken an AS class, but 
[choose] an AP … feel like students in 
the class don’t pay them any attention, 
don’t want to get to know them. When 
I hear from [those] students, it makes 
me believe that there is that divide out 
there that students are creating.”

But familiarity with peers, or lack 
thereof, is only one cause of the divide. 
2WKHUV�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�GLŬHUHQFH�LQ�DF-
ademic rigor creates a preconceived 
assumption of what kind of person 
a CP or AP student should be. The 
choice to take an optional, more 
advanced class forces students to 
mold themselves into what best 
ŭWV� UHVWULFWLYH� VWHUHRW\SHV� RI�
taking the “normal people” or 
“smart people” courses.

“People perceive people who take 
mostly APs as being more studious,” 
said senior Samarth Hegde. “Some-
times, even I fall into that tribe and 
when someone’s telling me, ‘I don’t 
take any APs,’ it’s just that thing in my 
brain [that’s] like, ‘oh, maybe they’re 
not as studious’ … sometimes you 
unconsciously do it.”

The divide may also be caused by 
academic pressure. Aragon’s many 
alternative pathways and courses, 
especially in math, science and ca-
reer technical education contribute 
to its reputation as an academically 
competitive school. 

Counselors often observe that 
students stack their schedule with 
the sole goal of putting together 
an ambitious college application. 
Many students also take up summer 
courses to accelerate once they 
enter high school, even if it may 
not align with their interests.

“What’s the drive to do that?” 
Sanguinetti said. “A lot of the 
time [students] can’t answer 
that question. ‘Oh, my mom or 
my dad want me to take that’ 
or ‘oh, I have 10 friends that 
are doing that’ … it’s that fear 
of missing out again … all of a 
sudden everybody’s running [in] 
that direction … There’s not a 
real reason [for] why that stu-
dent wants to accelerate.”

Meanwhile, students 
rushing to take AP class-
es retain a flawed label of 
what CP classes are, which 
only serves to perpetuate the 
notion that taking more ad-
vanced classes makes one supe-
rior to others.

“I was talking to one of my 
friends [about] how Algebra 2 
is really rough for me and [she] 
started comparing me to her, [say-
ing] ‘but you’ve never tried AP [Sta-

tistics]. AP Stats is so much 
harder,’” said junior Heli Ar-
tola. “And just being like, ‘oh, 
you might be in that class, 
but I’m in a higher level. I’m 
more academically well, it’s 

so much harder up here’ just 
[made me think] we really do 

only care about what academic 
status people are [at].”
This mindset propagates a cul-

ture of academic elitism at Aragon, 

one that promotes academic 
exclusivity and the dismissal 
of struggles faced by students 
who cannot keep up with the 

rising and unrealistic academ-
ic expectations at Aragon.

“Grades are a big part of Ara-
gon compared to some other 

schools,” said freshman Emilia 
Matye. “So when I’m talking to 

friends about tests or something, 
everyone’s really concerned about 
what I got on the test or what my 
grades are because that’s just the 
standard here. Everyone wants … 
to be better and that’s a good thing 
but it can be a lot of pressure … it 
worries me when I don’t get good 
grades because I know there are 
many other people who are like, 
‘oh no, I got a B.’”

These generalizations, often 
obvious to the receiving end of stu-

dents, foster insecurities when they 
begin to compare their academic lives 
to students in more advanced classes. 

“Even though I’m taking so many 
[hard] classes … I still feel like I’m not 
as smart as everybody else,” Artola 
said. “Because … if I turn around and 
ask somebody, they’re taking more 
… it definitely makes me feel lesser 
than I am because I’m struggling so 
much with what I’m doing.”

Some students also take these 
classes because their friends are do-
ing so, contributing to the divide 
because their social circles become 
stagnant and they interact with the 
same people every day.

“I have a good gauge of when a stu-
dent comes in and it’s a true passion 
… but where the problem lies is that 
person’s five friends, who feel like 
they’re missing out,” Sanguinetti 
said. “And that’s not what it needs 
to be about, because that person’s 
friend might really shine in phys-
ics or science or the arts or band 
or drama.”

Taking classes solely to 
accumulate credit de-

spite having no inter-
est in them could also 

lead to an unhealthy 
internal mindset.

“Sometimes I 
don’t have inter-

est [in] the things 
I’m doing, I’m doing it 

just because I can,” said 

freshman Rui Liu. “Then it would get 
too hard to the point that I don’t want 
to learn it anymore, it would be too 
complicated for me to understand, 
and by then it would be very easy for 
me to give up … And eventually I’d be 
like, ‘why did I do this at all? I just 
wasted so much of my time, and I nev-
er actually got the wanted result.’”

However, not all students feel this 
pressure to take hard classes. 

“The level that all these classes [I’m 
taking] are good for me,” said sopho-
more Orli Riter. “I’m already very mo-
tivated and I know what I want to do 
for the future, so I don’t think it’s go-
ing to sway me much.”

Of course, the divide is not a black-
and-white issue. While having classes 
together certainly makes friendships 
stronger, community can also be 
found elsewhere, such as in extracur-
riculars or clubs.

“At the end of day, it’s just a class,” 
Hegde said. “You might some-
times talk to people from that 
class more but it doesn’t mean 
you’re going to suddenly only 
have friends that are in APs. 
You’re still going to have that 
old friend group and structure 
in other classes.”

Ultimately, the divide be-
WZHHQ�$3�DQG�&3�FODVVHV�UHŮHFWV�
a broader issue of perceived 
academic status tied to course 
rigor. While these classes may 
KHOS� WR� FDWHU� WR�GLŬHUHQW� DFD-
demic goals, students can also 
acknowledge communities 
beyond academics. 

aragon’s 
social and 
academic 

split



According to the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space 

Administration, Mars is one of the only 
planets where life may have existed. As 

NASA explores different technologies to al-
low astronauts to eventually live and work on 

Mars by the 2030s, the effects of climate change 
on Earth pose a pressing reason for regular civil-
ians to migrate to Mars in the long term. However, 

traveling to Mars presents a challenge as it is between 
33 million to 249 million miles from Earth. Additionally, 

temperatures on Mars can range from -284 degrees to 
86 degrees Fahrenheit, gravity on Mars is 38% of Earth’s 

and 96% of the atmosphere is made up of carbon diox-
ide. Currently, NASA is developing ways to produce 
oxygen from the Martian atmosphere, initiate plant 
growth on space stations and create life systems 

that can recycle food, air and water. SpaceX’s 
Starship spacecraft, a two-stage fully reus-
able launch vehicle, also presents a reus-

able transportation system designed 
to carry both crew and 

cargo to Mars.
 

Although the threat of 
climate change can seem hope-

less, there are ways to help. 
 The district has already built charging sta-

tions at the San Mateo High School bus parking 
lot. Some electric buses are already in rotation. Additionally, 
Aragon is planning to build more solar panels.
  “Our roofs already have solar panels,” said Greg Moretti, a 
member of the district sustainability committee and science teach-
er. “[This] summer, they’re going to put solar panels on the student 
parking lot, [kind] of like at San Mateo High School.”
 Aragon is also addressing the issue of plastic by participating in a dis-
trict-wide petition to ban the sale of single-use plastic bottles on campus. Individ-
ual students can also help, like by joining local organizations.
 “I [volunteer] at this local nonprofit called Peninsula Precious Plastics,” said 
Sophomore Brandon Lin. “They recycle plastic and process it into useful items.” 
 Clubs at school like the One World Club educate about climate issues.
 “[We have] posters about sorting trash [and] pass out reusable bottles [and uten-
sils] in center court,” said Lauren Tazbaz, a senior and president of One World Club.
 Students can now make use of the new tri-color trash bins around the center court 
to recycle and compost conveniently and help the environment.
 “Food scraps that go in the trash end up at the Ox Mountain landfill,” Moretti said. 
“They get buried and decompose, [producing] methane, [which is] 25 times more potent 
[than] carbon dioxide as a greenhouse gas.” 
 Students can reduce the amount of greenhouse gases they emit by walking, biking, car-
pooling or using public transportation to get to school or travel.

The election 
this past Novem-

ber was a pivotal one 
for the future of American 

climate policy.
 In general, the Trump administration 

plans to deprioritize environmental con-
cerns in favor of economic interests by in-

creasing fossil fuel production, ending former 
president Joe Biden’s environmental protections, 

slowing climate research and much more. Trump 
has used the slogan “drill, baby, drill!” many times, in-

cluding during his campaign and in his inaugural speech, 
to express his fervent support of drilling for fossil fuels.

 Considering the current conservative-dominated na-
tional government, climate policy seems to be in jeopardy 
with little support. Elon Musk, Tesla founder and Trump’s se-
nior advisor, was once a staunch advocate of climate action 

but has recently adopted a less urgent stance on it — the 
Economist’s analysis of Musk’s tweets found that climate 

change went from his most talked-about political issue to his 
least from 2019 to 2024, being replaced by immigration and 

free speech. 
 Trump himself is known for his skepticism on the causes 
and existence of climate change, calling it a “hoax” or “scam” 
on several occasions and joked in a 2024 “Fox & Friends” in-
terview that rising sea levels meant nothing but more beach-
front property.  
 Most members of Trump’s cabinet have expressed similar views — 
some outright deny the existence of climate change, some downplay 
its severity, some see it as a political ploy — very few of them see it as 
a real threat. 

The Doomsday 
Clock has been featured on 
every cover of the Bulletin of Atomic Sci-
entists, an academic magazine, since 1947. The 
Doomsday clock was originally created to measure hu-
manity’s proximity to nuclear war, but has since expanded to 
consider factors such as energy, politics and climate sciences. 
The Doomsday Clock was set at 17 minutes from midnight in 1991, 
after the Cold War, but has steadily gone down since. This year, the clock was 
set at 89 seconds from midnight, the closest humanity’s ever been to a potential apoca-
lypse. Scientists cited multiple reasons for the clock having moved closer: 2024 was the hot-
test year on record, the global temperature has risen by about two degrees Fahrenheit since the 
20th century and President Donald Trump pulled the U.S. out of the Paris Accord. Another pressing 
factor is war, especially with the use of drones and artificial intelligence in militaries across the world. In 
addition, the spread of Avian influenza could spell disaster mirroring the COVID-19 pandemic and test 

humanity’s resilience and patience for potential quarantine once again. However, former Colom-
bian president and Nobel Peace Prize laureate Juan Manuel Santos said that the clock is 

reversible. In fact, he said there is a chance that the hands of the clock will be 
turned back next year, but only if world leaders take progressive steps 

towards a peaceful future. Although the Bulletin of Atomic Scien-
tists only offers vague solutions, they 

generally urge people to 
be optimistic. 
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Book banning: censorship or protection?
Oliver Levitt

features writer

———
Nearly everyone has heard 

the saying “knowledge is pow-
er,” but this statement car-
ries great implications: when 
access to knowledge is 
restricted, so is 
power.

Through-
out history, censorship 

has been used by governments 
to construct or force narratives 
upon groups of people. Recent-
ly, the Trump administration’s 
crackdown on diversity, equity 
and inclusion programs has 
reignited these concerns, par-
ticularly in the form of book 
banning. Just last month, fa-
mous actress Julianne Moore’s 
children’s book, “Freckleface 
Strawberry,” about a girl learn-
ing to stop hating her freckles, 
was banned from Pentagon-run 
schools for its anti-discrimina-
tion and pro-identity messaging, 
raising concerns about how far 
governments will go to shape 
discourse — and whether such 
UHVWULFWLRQV�DUH�MXVWLŭHG�

According to Poets, Essayist, 
Novelist America, more than 
10,000 book bans occurred in 
public schools during the 2023-
2024 school year. Many Aragon 
VWXGHQWV�DQG�VWDŬ�KDYH�IHOW�GLV-
turbed by this recent rise in the 
use of book banning, especially 
against progressive and inclu-
sive messaging.

“Until recently, it seemed like 
something from olden times, 
sort of akin to Jim Crow or seg-
regation laws,” said Holly Estra-
da, Advanced Placement English 
Language and Composition and 
Advanced Standing English 1 
teacher. “It was terrible, but it’s 
from the hazy days of the 1950s, 
and [it’s something that] we’ve 
learned [from], and something 
WKDWńV�SDVVHG�QRZ��,Q�WKH�ODVW�ŭYH�
years, it’s become something re-
ally, really, really scary. It seems 
that a lot of really thoughtful, 
powerful, organized people have 
seen that they can come for a lot 
of our strength by coming for 
our books.”

For Estrada, the idea of un-
limited access to knowledge 
is incredibly valuable. She ac-
knowledges that while some 
books may contain con-
troversial or 

even danger-
ous ideas, their existence 

serves a purpose.
“I don’t think that banning 

books is ever appropriate,” Es-
trada said. “I remember being a 
teenager and having [a] friend. 
We went into the library and he 
was like, ‘Oh, here’s this book 
about how to make Molotov 
cocktails’ ... or ‘Oh, here’s Mein 
Kampf’. I love that those books 
are out there in the world, but 
that doesn’t mean that I think 
they should be brought to ev-

ery audience. 
It’s great to be able 

to know what was on 
Hitler’s mind so that you can 
build your counterargument. 
Do I think that book should be 
handed over to a young person? 
Do I think that book should be 
taught in school? I wouldn’t 
want to do it or defend that de-
cision. But banning books? No, 
I’m not good with it.”

Junior Sylvia Demeule had a 
similar dismay that the bans 
were indica-

tive of a movement towards 
problematic history, rath-
er than progress.

“It makes 
me pretty frustrated because 

I feel like it’s a step backward,” 
Demeule said. “It’s very remi-
niscent of totalitarian dictator-
ships and really bad people who 
are obviously evil, and it feels 
very wrong.”

Aragon Teacher Librarian 
Anna Lapid has felt a similar 
concern regarding the idea of 
book banning, though she does 
understand there can be war-
ranted concern from parents on 
a student-to-student basis.

“[Book banning is] a killer 
of free thinking or critical 
thinking, and hampers stu-

dents from 
making up 

their own mind 
about ideas,” Lapid said. “I 
don’t think it’s okay for anyone 
to determine whether patrons 
at a library can have access 
to information, [although] I 
think it’s okay for parents to 
object to a book and to have 
a conversation with a librar-
ian about a book that might 
be triggering for their 
student.”

These bans have 
been a cause of great unrest 

among 
s t u -

d e n t s , 
especially for those 

interested in learning about 
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ� DQG� GLŬHUHQW�
cultural experiences.

“I feel a lot of anger and a 
lot of sadness that people feel 
the need to control and regu-
late what other people read be-
cause reading should be a pro-
cess in which you have a lot of 
free choices,” said senior Chloe 
Levadoux. “‘The Handmaid’s 
Tale’ is a phenomenal book that 
I read recently, and it’s banned 
in schools in Florida, Texas and 
Oregon, which is horrifying be-
cause it’s about women’s rights, 
about the patriarchy, and it’s 
really frustrating to see that 
those books are still getting 

pushed out 

[of schools]. There’s 
also a book called ‘Braiding 
Sweetgrass’ that I’m read-
ing right now that’s banned 
in both the Carolinas that’s 
about indigenous knowledge 
and ways of life.”

For Levadoux, the idea of her 
school limiting her access to 
books feels like a restriction of 
her freedom.

“I’d be 
angry,” Levadoux said. 

“I’d be really broken-hearted, 
because if the school thinks 
that, as someone who’s basi-

cally an adult, I shouldn’t read 
those books, that indicates that 
they’re trying to take away my 
autonomy when really I should 
be learning to be autonomous at 
this age.”

For Aragon History teacher 
Jennifer Seif, timing is a very 
important lens for understand-
ing when teachers should in-
troduce books in classes.

“There’s an appropriate time 
WR� LQWURGXFH� GLŬHUHQW� OHYHOV�
of texts to learners,” Seif said. 
“And that’s a conversation that 
should include parents, admin-
istrators, teachers, academic 
professionals. It’s not a cookie 
FXWWHU��RQH�VL]H�ŭWV�DOO��)RU�H[-
ample, I wouldn’t be introduc-
ing kids to the Holocaust in a 
kindergarten classroom.”

Not only is book banning 
RŶHQ� XVHG� WR� KDUP� FHUWDLQ�
groups, people may see book 
censorship as being ironic in a 
democratic America. 

“I would feel upset [if Aragon 
banned books] because people 
have the right to acquire knowl-
edge and books are a great way 
of doing that,” Demeule said. “It 
goes very much against Ameri-
can ideals of individualism and 
freedom to not let people access 
knowledge through books. I 
ZRXOG�EH�XSVHW�DQG�WU\�WR�ŭQG�D�
way around it.”

Luckily for students worried 
about the impact of these bans 
at school, Aragon has remained 
relatively free from them. 

“I actually appreciate that ... 
guidance from the school, so I 
would not have a problem with 
banning a book in the library 
if a principal or a school board 
objects,” Lapid said. “But that 
[hasn’t] happened in our school 
district … So far, we haven’t had 
any requests to ban any books 
that [people] have wanted 
to read.”

As the de-
bate over book banning con-
tinues nationwide, its impact 
on education, free expres-
sion, and access to diverse 
perspectives remains a criti-
cal issue.
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1. Pigpen
4. Hippocratic ___ or 
mild ___
8. Short-lived pro-Eu-
rope UK party, abbrevi-
ated
9. Accumulates
12. Traveler’s aid,
abbreviated
13. Assault and ____
14. Money-maker, in a 
way
15. Card game with a “no 
mercy” version
featuring a +10 card
16. Katy Perry’s “Ur So
Gay” lyric: “You’re so
___, maybe you should
buy a happy meal”
17. Meander
19. Covers someone’s
house with Charmin,
briefly
21. Brand with pink
drum-beating bunny
mascot... or a descriptor 
of 1 down, 13 across, 27-

down or 34 across
25. “Golly __ willikers!”
26. Birds, to biologists
28. “Take on Me” group
whose members were
all knighted by the
Norwegian government
31. Govt. commerce grp.
33. Environmental prefix
34. Fahrenheit alternative
36. Nothing, in soccer
37. Mont Blanc range
38. Relaxation station
39. Branch of biology,
abbreviated
40. From “The
Star-Spangled Banner”:
“___ the ramparts we
watched...”

&$'(
1. Maroon 5 hit with
wedding-crashing
music video
2. Walk quietly
3. Smithers, to Mr. Burns
4. Eight-legged animals
5. Blond of “Challengers” 
love triangle
6. Day following Mon.
7. Wife of Zeus
9. Aladdin’s sidekick
10. “I’ve fallen, and I ___ 
___ __!”
11. __ Barrett of Pink 
Floyd or __ Tha Kyd of 
Odd Future
18. Punching bag of
“Family Guy”
20. “30 for 30” and “Kill
Bill” singer
22. Second cup
23. Nevertheless
24. Cookbook entry
27. Not lunar
28. “__ natural” or “__ a
fool”
29. Giggle over text

30. Baldwin who played
Trump on SNL
32. Programming lan-
guage related to HTML
35. ___ Paulo, Brazil

WAKE ME UP!

SOLUTIONS



Ashley Tsui
features writer

———
)RU� WKH�ŭUVW� WLPH� VLQFH� WKH�

*UHDW� 5HFHVVLRQ� LQ� ������ WKH�
OX[XU\�EUDQG�PDUNHW�KDV�EHHQ�
H[SHULHQFLQJ�D� VWHDG\�GHFOLQH��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VWXG\�E\�)RUEHV��
GHVLJQHU� EUDQGV� KDYH� ORVW�
DURXQG� ��� PLOOLRQ� FRQVXPHUV�
DQG� VDOHV� KDYH� GURSSHG� DERXW�
���RYHU�WKH�SDVW�WZR�\HDUV�

7R�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�D� OX[XU\�
EUDQG�� D� FRPSDQ\ńV� SURGXFWV�
PXVW� EH� RI� KLJK� TXDO-
LW\�� SUHFLVHO\� PDGH�
DQG� KLJKO\� SULFHG��
2IWHQ�� WKH\� DUH�
KDQGPDGH�DQG�H[-
FOXVLYH��UHVHUYHG�
IRU� WKRVH� ZLOO-
LQJ�WR�SD\�ODUJH�
VXPV�RI�PRQH\�
IRU� H[SHUWO\�
FUDIWHG�SLHFHV��

ņ,� ZRXOG�
VD\� +HUP«V� >LV�
D� JRRG� H[DPSOH� RI�
D� OX[XU\� EUDQG@� EHFDXVH�
WKH\� KDYH� YHU\� H[FOXVLYH� FXV-
WRPHUV�DQG�WKH\�KDYH�H[TXLVLWH�
PDWHULDOV�Ň� VDLG� VHQLRU� 0DQD�
8HQR�� ņ>/LNH@� FURF� OHDWKHU�� IRU�
H[DPSOH�� WKDWńV� YHU\� KDUG� WR�
VRXUFH�� VR�QRW� HYHU\� EUDQG� LQ�
WKH� ZRUOG� FDQ� KDYH� WKDW�� 2U�
PD\EH� &DUWLHU� EHFDXVH� WKH\�
KDYH�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�DV�D�EUDQG�
DQG� WKH\� KDYH� QLFH� PDWHULDOV�
DQG�DUH�YHU\�H[FOXVLYH�Ň

,WńV� DOVR� ZRUWK� QRWLQJ� WKDW�
HYHQ� ZLWKLQ� OX[XU\� EUDQGV��
WKHUH�DUH�VWDJJHULQJ�GLŬHUHQFHV�
LQ�WKH�DYDLODELOLW\�RI�SURGXFWV��

ņ:KHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� OX[XU\��
SHRSOH� ORRN� IRU� H[FOXVLYLW\�Ň�
8HQR�VDLG��ņ)RU�H[DPSOH��SHRSOH�
ZDLW����SOXV�\HDUV�IRU�D�>+HUP«V@�

%LUNLQ� EDJ� DQG� ZDLW� WR� EH� RQ�
WKHLU�FXVWRPHU�OLVW�DQG�EH�D�9,3�
FOLHQW�� :KHUHDV�� \RX� FDQ� MXVW�
ZDON�LQWR�D�/RXLV�9XLWWRQ�VWRUH�
DQG� EX\� WKHLU� PRVW� EDVLF� ORJR�
EDJ��6R�SHRSOH�ZDQW�PRUH�WKDQ�
MXVW�D�VKHOI�EDJ�Ň

'HVSLWH� WKH� RYHUDOO� SRSXODU-
LW\� RI� WKHVH� GHVLJQHU� EUDQGV�� D�
GHFOLQH� KDV� DSSHDUHG� QRQHWKH-
OHVV��ZKLFK� FDQ�EH� WUDFHG�EDFN�
WR�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV��

6RPH�EHOLHYH�WKLV�LV�GXH�WR�
DQ� LQFUHDVH� LQ� D� EUDQGńV� GH-
VLUH�IRU�ZHDOWK��

ņ7KH� TXDOLW\� RI� OX[XU\�
JRRGV�LV�KLW�RU�PLVV�Ň�VDLG�VH-
QLRU� -DHODK� 0LOOHU�� ņ/X[XU\�
EUDQGV� DUH� PRUH� VR� VHOO-

LQJ� >IRU@� FDVK� JUDEV�
QRZ� Ō� ,� QRWLFHG�
WKHUHńV� D� ORW� RI�
GHFUHDVH�LQ�UXQ-
ZD\� VKRZV� DQG�
>EUDQGV@� XVLQJ�
IDVKLRQ� DV� DUW��
DQG� WKHUHńV� GHIL-
QLWHO\� DQ� REYLRXV�
GHFUHDVH� LQ� TXDOL-

W\�LQ�OX[XU\�EUDQGV�Ň
2WKHUV� VRXUFH� LW� WR� FKHDS�

PDWHULDO� XVDJH� DQG� D� GHFOLQH�
LQ�FUDŶVPDQVKLS�DV�ZHOO��

ņ>4XDOLW\@� LV� GHŭQLWHO\� JR-
LQJ�>GRZQ@�Ň�8HQR�VDLG��ņ)RU�H[-
DPSOH�� WKH� &KDQHO� EDJV�� WKHLU�
TXDOLW\� LV� GHFOLQLQJ� HYHU\� GD\�
EHFDXVH�Ō�WKH\ńUH�XVLQJ�FKHDS-
HU� OHDWKHU�DQG� WKH\ńUH�QRW�HYHQ�
XVLQJ� UHDO� JROG� DQ\PRUH�� EXW�
WKH\ńUH� FKDUJLQJ� GRXEOH� WKH�
DPRXQW� WKH\� GLG� LQ� WKH� ��V��
7KH�TXDOLW\�DQG�WKH�SULFH�MXVW�
GRHVQńW� FRUUHODWH� PXFK� DQ\-
PRUH�DQG�SHRSOH�DUH�QRW�EX\-
LQJ�LQWR�WKDW�Ň
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Kyra Hsieh
features writer

———
ņ>0\�IULHQG@�ZDV� WHOOLQJ�PH�

DERXW�KRZ�VKHńV� DW� WKLV� >IRVWHU�
FDUH@� IDFLOLW\� EHFDXVH� VKH� JRW�
FDXJKW�GULQNLQJ�RU�VPRNLQJ�Ō�
EXW�WKLV�IDFLOLW\�LV�OLNH�D�SULVRQ�Ň�
VDLG�MXQLRU�1\OD�*DUULFN��ņ1R-
ERG\�� QR�PDWWHU� KRZ� EDG� \RX�
ZHUH�DV�D�FKLOG�Ō�VKRXOG�KDYH�
WR� JR� WKURXJK� WKDW� EHFDXVH�
RQFH� \RX� GR�� >HYHQ� DŶHU� \RX@�
DJH�RXW�RI� IRVWHU� FDUH�� LW� VWD\V�
ZLWK�\RX�\RXU�ZKROH�OLIH��7KDW�
JLUO�>LV@�QRW�JRQQD�EH�JRRG��DQG�
QHLWKHU�DUH�DQ\�RI�WKRVH�NLGV�LQ�
WKDW�SURJUDP�Ň

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&KLOG�:HO-
IDUH� ,QIRUPDWLRQ� *DWHZD\�� IRV-
WHU�FDUH�LV�ņD�WHPSRUDU\��FRXUW�
PRQLWRUHG� VHUYLFH� SURYLGHG�E\�
6WDWHV� WR� SURPRWH� WKH� VDIHW\��
SHUPDQHQF\� DQG� ZHOO�EHLQJ�
RI� FKLOGUHQ� DQG� \RXWK�Ň�
:KLOH� WKH� JRDO� RI� IRV-
WHU�FDUH�PD\�EH�QREOH��
DV� LW� DLPV� WR� SURYLGH�
FKLOGUHQ� D� VDIH� SODFH�
WR�OLYH�ZKHQ�WKHLU�KRPH�
OLIH� PD\� EH� WURXEOH-
VRPH��LW�LV�ŭOOHG�ZLWK�
FRXQWOHVV� LVVXHV�� LQ-
FOXGLQJ�WKH�TXDOLW\�RI�
WKH�IDFLOLWLHV�DQG�WKH�
RYHUDOO� ODFN�RI�UHVRXUF-
HV�DQG�PRQH\��

ņ>7KH� SURJUDP� LV�
JLYHQ@� DERXW� ������
D� PRQWK�� ZKLFK�
LV� DURXQG� WKLUW\�
GROODUV� D� GD\� >WR�
VSHQG�RQ�WKH�IRVWHU�
NLGV@�Ň� *DUULFN�
VDLG�� ņ(VSHFLDOO\�
OLYLQJ� KHUH� LQ�
WKH� %D\�� WKH\� GRQńW� QHFHVVDU-
LO\� >DGMXVW@� WKH�PRQH\� >DUHD� WR�
DUHD@��<RX�JHW�WKH�VDPH�PRQH\�
HYHU\� WLPH� ZKHUHYHU� \RX� JR��
(VSHFLDOO\�LI�\RXńUH�SODFHG�ZLWK�
EORRG� UHODWLYHV�� WKH\� JLYH� \RX�
OHVV�VXSSRUW�Ň

7KH�ODFN�RI�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�LV�
DQRWKHU� LVVXH� WKDW� SODJXHV� WKH�
QDWLRQ��7KH�8�6��%XUHDX�RI�/DERU�
6WDWLVWLFV�EHOLHYHV�WKHUH�ZLOO�EH�D�
GHFUHDVH�RI��������VRFLDO�ZRUN-
HUV�HDFK�\HDU�WKURXJK�������$O-
WKRXJK�PDQ\�VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�EH-
JLQ� WKHLU� FDUHHUV� EHFDXVH� WKH\�
ZDQW� WR� KHOS� WKHVH� FKLOGUHQ��
PDQ\�JHW�RYHUZKHOPHG�EHFDXVH�
WKH\�KDYH� VR�PDQ\�FKLOGUHQ� LQ�
WKHLU�FDUH��

ņ7KH� VRFLDO� ZRUNHU� KDV� WR�
SK\VLFDOO\�VHH�\RX�HYHU\�PRQWK��
>EXW@� LW�GRHVQńW�PHDQ� WKH\�KDYH�
WR� WDON� WR� \RX�Ň� *DUULFN� VDLG��
ņ7KH\ńOO�FRPH�WR�\RXU�GRRU�DQG�
KDYH�WKH�NLGV�VWHS�RXWVLGH��>DQG�
WKH\ńOO�VD\@�Ń2K��WKH\�ORRN�JRRG��
*UHDW��,ńP�JRQH�ńŇ

7R� FRPEDW� WKLV�� SURJUDPV�
VXFK� DV� &DOLIRUQLD� <RXWK� &RQ-
QHFWLRQ�ZRUN�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�
VRFLDO�ZRUNHUV�DUH�KHOG�DFFRXQW-
DEOH�DQG�DFWXDOO\�VHUYH�WKH�FKLO-
GUHQ�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�QHHG��
*DUULFN��D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�RUJD-

QL]DWLRQ��H[SODLQV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
FXUUHQWO\�ZRUNLQJ�WR�SDVV�D�ELOO�
WR� KROG� VRFLDO� ZRUNHUV� UHVSRQ-
VLEOH� DQG�PDNH� VXUH� WKDW� WKH\�
DUH�WUXO\�HGXFDWHG�LQ�ZKDW�WKH\�
QHHG�WR�GR��

ņ:H� ZHQW� WR� WKH� &DSLWRO��
:DVKLQJWRQ� '�&��� DQG� ZRUNHG�
ZLWK� SROLF\PDNHUV�� OHJLVODWRUV�
DQG� VHQDWRUV� WR� WDON� DERXW� RXU�
VWUXJJOHV� DQG� ZKDW� QHHGV� WR�
KDSSHQ�Ň�*DUULFN�VDLG�

$UDJRQ� FRXQVHORU� /HD� 6DQ-
JXLQHWWL� LV� DOVR� WKH� +RPHOHVV�
DQG� )RVWHU� <RXWK� /LDLVRQ� IRU�
$UDJRQ�+LJK�6FKRRO��6KH�ZRUNV�
ZLWK�DQ\�IRVWHU�\RXWK�ZKR�FRPH�
LQWR� $UDJRQ� WR� SURYLGH� WKHP�
ZLWK� DQ\� H[WUD� UHVRXUFHV� WKH\�
PD\�QHHG�WR�VXFFHHG�

ņ6RPHWLPHV� LI� ,� JHW� D� VWX-
GHQW��,�GRQńW�KDYH�DQ\�UHFRUGV�

IRU� WKHP�� VR� ,� KDYH�WR�

JHW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�VWXGHQW�Ň�6DQ-
JXLQHWWL� VDLG�� ņ%HFDXVH� WKH�
JRDO�LV�WR�JHW�WKHP�DFURVV�WKH�
VWDJH�WR�JHW�WKDW�GLSORPD�Ň

*UDGXDWLRQ� UHTXLUHPHQWV�
DUH� RQH� WKLQJ� WKDW� WKH� VWDWH� RI�
&DOLIRUQLD� GRHV� KDYH� VSHFLŭF�
GLŬHUHQFHV� IRU� EHWZHHQ� QRQ�
IRVWHU� \RXWK� DQG� IRVWHU� \RXWK��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�&DOLIRUQLD�'H-
SDUWPHQW� RI� (GXFDWLRQ�� XQGHU�
VSHFLŭHG� FULWHULD�� VRPH� IRVWHU�
\RXWK� RQO\� QHHG� ���� FUHGLWV� WR�
JUDGXDWH�� XQOLNH� $UDJRQńV� ����
FUHGLWV�� 7KLV� KHOSV� ZLWK� IRVWHU�
\RXWK�ZKRVH�SODFHPHQW� FKDQJ-
HV�VR�TXLFNO\��WKDW�QR�UHFRUG�KDV�
\HW�EHHQ�FUHDWHG�DW�WKHLU�SUHYL-
RXV� VFKRRO� UHJDUGLQJ� JUDGHV�
DQG�FODVVHV��

$UDJRQ� +LJK� 6FKRRO� SUR-
YLGHV�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHVRXUFHV�IRU�
DFDGHPLFV��SK\VLFDO�DQG�PHQWDO�
QHHGV�IRU�IRVWHU�\RXWK��

ņ:H� WU\� WR� VHW� VWXGHQWV�
XS� ZLWK� WXWRULQJ� LI� QHHG�
EH�Ň� 6DQJXLQHWWL� VDLG�� ņ<RX�
GRQńW�ZDQW� WR� RYHUORDG� WKHP�
ZLWK�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV�EHFDXVH�
VRPHWLPHV� WKH\� MXVW�ZDQW� WR�
IHHO�D�VHQVH�RI�QRUPDOF\��6XS-
SOLHV�DQG�EDFNSDFNV�>DUH�DOVR�
SURYLGHG@��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�RXW-
VLGH� SLHFH� RI� VFKRRO� FORWKHV�

Ō� DQG� WKH� IUHH� EUHDNIDVW��
EUXQFK�DQG�OXQFK�Ň�

$QRWKHU� RXWVLGH� UHVRXUFH�
WKDW�VRPH�IRVWHU�\RXWK�LQ�6DQ�
0DWHR� &RXQW\� PD\� WXUQ� WR�
LV� 3LYRWDO�� D� QRQ�SURILW� RUJD-
QL]DWLRQ� FRQWUDFWHG� WKURXJK�
WKH�FRXQW\��

ņ,� KHOS� \RXWK� HVWDEOLVK�
JRDOV� DQG� ILQG� RXW� ZKHUH�
WKHLU�VWUHQJWKV�DUH�Ň�VDLG�3LY-
RWDO� FRDFK� 6DUDK� 5RGULJXH]��
ņ)URP� WKHUH� ZH� >ORRN� DW@� LQ-
WHUHVW�LQ�FDUHHUV��FROOHJH�DQG�
WUDGH�VFKRROV�DQG�KRZ�WR�JHW�
WKHUH�� >:H@� WHDFK� WKHP� KRZ�
WR� DGYRFDWH� IRU� WKHPVHOYHV��
>:H�DOVR@�FROODERUDWH�ZLWK�VR-
FLDO�ZRUNHUV��SUREDWLRQ�FDUH-
JLYHUV�DQG�DFDGHPLF�FRXQVHO-
RUV�WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU�DFDGHPLF�
WUDQVFULSWV��PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKH\�

>JUDGXDWH@�Ň
%HVLGHV� DV-

VLVWLQJ� IRVWHU�
\RXWK�ZLWK�
DFDGHPLF�
DVSHF W V ��
WKH\� DOVR�
SURYLGH�
o t h e r 
IRUPV� RI�
VXSSRUW�

ņ:H�GR�
D� ORW� RI�
GLŬHUHQW�
V W U D W H -
JLHV� LQ�

F R D F K -
LQJ�Ň� 5R-
GULJXH]�
V D L G ��
ņ 0 R W L -
YDWLRQDO�
L Q W H U -
Y LHZ -

LQJ� LV� RQH� RI� RXU� WHFKQLTXHV�
WR� QDYLJDWH� DOO� WKH� >PHQWDO�
VWUXJJOHV@�� FRPLQJ�RXW�ZLWK� D�
SRVLWLYH�RXWFRPH�Ň�

)RVWHU�\RXWK�FDQ�IDFH�YHU\�
GLIILFXOW�OLIH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��
ZKLFK� PD\� LQFOXGH� SRVW�
WUDXPDWLF� VWUHVV� GLVRUGHU��
VH[XDO� DEXVH�� DEDQGRQPHQW�
LVVXHV�RU�EHLQJ�DURXQG�GUXJ�
RU� DOFRKRO� DEXVH��0DQ\� GLI-
IHUHQW� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� ZRUN�
WRJHWKHU� WR� VXSSRUW� WKH�
\RXWK� LQ� RYHUFRPLQJ� DQ\�
WUDXPD�� LQFOXGLQJ� 3LYRWDO�
FRDFKHV� ZKR� FDQ� FRQQHFW�
\RXWK� ZLWK� PHQWDO� KHDOWK�
H[SHUWV�DQG�FRXQVHORUV��

/DVW� \HDU�� DOO� VL[� RI�5RGUL-
JXH]ńV�VHQLRUV�RQ�KHU�FDVHORDG�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�KLJK�VFKRRO�

ņ:KHQ� ,� ZDWFK� P\� \RXWK�
>ZDON@� DFURVV� WKH� VWDJH� DQG�
,� VHH� WKHP� JUDGXDWH�� ,� KDG� D�
ER[� RI� .OHHQH[�Ň� 5RGULJXH]�
VDLG��ņ,WńV�WKH�PRVW�UHZDUGLQJ�
WR�VHH�WKHP�JUDGXDWH�WKDW�ZD\�
DQG�PRYH�RQ�Ň

2YHUDOO�� WKHUH� LV� PRUH�
ZRUN� WR� GR� WR� LQFUHDVH� VXF-
FHVV� IRU� IRVWHU� \RXWK�� \HW�
WKHUH� DUH� PDQ\� LQGLYLGXDOV�
DQG� RUJDQL]DWLRQV� GHGLFDWHG�
WR�IXOILOOLQJ�WKDW�FDXVH�

Seona Srivastava
features writer

———
*Names have been changed 

to protect source privacy.
ņ7KDW� VNLQQ\�� EORQGH��

ZKLWH� DUFKHW\SH� WKDWńV� DO-
ZD\V�GHVFULEHG�DV� WKH�SLQ-
QDFOH� RI� EHDXW\�PDNHV�PH�
PDG�Ň� VDLG� MXQLRU� 
6DOO\��
ņ,� >WKRXJKW@� LI� ,� GLGQńW� ILW�
WKDW�� ,ńP� QRW� UHDOO\� EHDX-
WLIXO�QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�,�
ORRN�OLNH�Ň

7KLV� LQWHQVH�
I U X V W U D W L R Q�
UHIOHFWV� WKH�
FRUH� RI� ERG\�
G\VPRUSKLD� ł�
ZKHQ� D� SHUVRQ�
EHFRPHV� REVHV-
VLYHO\� IL[DWHG� RQ�
DQ� LGHDOL]HG� VWDQ-
GDUG� RI� EHDXW\�� RIWHQ�
IHHOLQJ� WKDW� WKH\� GRQńW�
PHDVXUH�XS�

%RG\� G\VPRUSKLD��
RU� %RG\� '\VPRUSKLF�
'LVRUGHU��LV�D�SV\FKRORJLFDO�
FRQGLWLRQ� ZKHUH� D� SHUVRQ�
EHFRPHV� REVHVVLYHO\� SUH-
RFFXSLHG�ZLWK� SHUFHLYHG�
IODZV� LQ� WKHLU� DSSHDU-
DQFH�� 7KHVH� IODZV�� ZKHWKHU�
WKH\� LQYROYH� VNLQ�� KDLU� RU�
RWKHU� SK\VLFDO� IHDWXUHV�� DUH�
RIWHQ� H[DJJHUDWHG� RU� FRP-
SOHWHO\�LPDJLQDU\�

)RU�PDQ\�� ERG\� G\VPRUSKLD�
EHJLQV�ZLWK�H[WHUQDO�SUHVVXUHV��
7KH�FRQVWDQW�VFUXWLQ\�DQG�SUHV-
VXUH� WR�PHHW� FHUWDLQ� ERG\� LGH-
DOV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�WKH�GHYHORSPHQW�
RI� GLVWRUWHG� SHUFHSWLRQV� DERXW�
RQHńV�SK\VLFDO�DSSHDUDQFH�

ņ,� SOD\� PXOWLSOH� VSRUWV�
ZKHUH� WKH� PDMRULW\� RI� \RXU�
ERG\�LV�H[SRVHG�IRU�HYHU\RQH�
WR�VHH�Ň�VDLG�VWXGHQW�
5DQG\��
ņ<RX�FDQńW�WKURZ�RQ�D�MHUVH\��
(YHU\RQH�VHHV�\RXU�ERG\��7KH�

WKRXJKW�RI�WKDW�PDNHV�\RX�
ZDQW� WR� ORRN� JRRG� LQ�
IURQW�RI�HYHU\ERG\�Ň

)RU�5DQG\��WKLV�SUHV-
VXUH� ZDV� SDUWLFXODUO\�
LQWHQVH�DV�DQ�DWKOHWH��

ņ:KHQ� \RX� WKLQN�
RI� D� VZLP-
PHU�� \RX�
WKLQN� RI�
V RP H R Q H�
WDOO�� WRQHG�
DQG� OHDQ�Ň�
5DQG\�VDLG��

ņ,� GLGQńW� ILW�
WKDW� GHVFULS-

WLRQ� Ō� )RU� H[-
DPSOH�� 0LFKDHO�
3KHOSV�LV�WDOO��+H�
KDV�D� ORQJ�ZLQJ-

VSDQ�� +HńV� YHU\�
VNLQQ\�EXW�KHńV�YHU\�

PXVFXODU� DV�ZHOO�Ō� ,�
GLGQńW�ORRN�OLNH�>KLP@��
,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�D�EDG�
WKLQJ��VR�,�UHDOO\�WULHG�
WR�FKDQJH�P\�ERG\�VR�

,�FRXOG�ORRN�OLNH�KLP�Ň
7KLV� SUHVVXUH� WR� FRQ-

IRUP� WR�D� VSHFLILF�ERG\� W\SH�
LV� DPSOLILHG� E\� VRFLDO� PH-
GLD��ZKHUH� LQIOXHQFHUV�RIWHQ�
SRUWUD\� LGHDOL]HG� YHUVLRQV�
RI� WKHPVHOYHV�� ,Q� IDFW��PDQ\�
HYHQ� XVH� VRFLDO� PHGLD� DV� D�
PHDQV� IRU� YDOLGDWLRQ�� IHHG-
LQJ�WKHLU�ERG\�G\VPRUSKLD�
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Ceylon Liu
features writer

———
As a senior who recently finished 

applying to colleges, my grade point 
average has been at the forefront of 
my mind. Over the past four years, 
I’ve stressed over each letter grade 
and what impact it will have on my 
next four years. 

But when I look at the average 
GPAs of my fellow applicants, 
it’s easy to no-
tice that as 
the years go 
by, the num-
bers continue 
to go up and 
up. Both my-
self and stu-
dents across the 
nation have ben-
efited from grade 
inflation, a pattern of rising student 
grades. While the rising GPA average 
of teens across the nation may seem 
to signal a decline in the quality of 
student learning, students stand to 
gain confidence, time for new ac-
tivities and a generally healthier life 
from these inflated grades. 

Today, more and more colleges 
are placing emphasis on the activi-
ties and accomplishments a student 
achieves outside of the classroom. 
While GPA is still a factor, extracur-
riculars give colleges a much bet-
ter idea of an applicant’s character. 
If students can earn higher grades 
more easily, they should not need 
to spend as much time studying to 
earn the grades necessary to be con-
sidered as an applicant. They can 
then invest more of their time into 
the activities that truly make them 
stand out to colleges. Additionally, 
students can also have more time 
to relax and enjoy their life outside 
of school, something they’ll only be 
able to do for a few more years. 

Regardless of how it is earned, nine 
times out of ten, any high grade a stu-
dent achieves is still a result of their 
KDUG� ZRUN� DQG� HŬRUW�� UHJDUGOHVV� RI�
KRZ�PXFK�JUDGHV�KDYH�EHHQ�LQŮDWHG��

“Grades have taken on their own 
life,” said Advanced Placement Phys-
ics teacher Steve Ratto. “It’s very det-
rimental to students because it’s ‘A 
or bust’ for a lot of [them]. When you 
get that A, it isn’t a celebration, it’s 
an expectation … [A lot of students] 
forget that an A means you’ve put in 
… an exemplary amount of work.

Furthermore, lowering the bar for 
students to earn higher grades can 
help ease the common problem of a 
student’s sense of wellbeing becom-
ing entangled with their grades.

“I’ve been doing this for 16 years, and 
there’s many teachers who have been do-
ing it a lot longer … and they’ll tell you, 

students destroy themselves because of 
JUDGHV� LQ� PDQ\� GLŬHUHQW� ZD\V�Ň� 5DWWR�
said. “They don’t sleep, they don’t eat, … 
[they] miss out on events because they 
are so concerned about grades. I may not 
stop that, but I’m … not going to add to it 
Ō�,I�,�DP�DGGLQJ�WR�LW��,�QHHG�WR�ŭJXUH�RXW�
a way to do better, because that should 
never be the case.” 

While some may ar-
gue that if their grades 
DUH�LQŮDWHG��VWXGHQWV�

will not be prepared 
for the academic 
rigor of college, a 
study published 
by the Univer-
sity of California 
study actually 

found some con-
trary results. While the 

UC schools no longer use SAT 
or ACT scores in admissions, they found 
that there were correlations between 
higher high school GPAs and higher 
standardized test scores. Furthermore, 
in models that used both high school 
GPA and standardized test scores to ana-
lyze student success in terms of retention 
rate and graduation rates, researchers 
found that students were predicted to do 

better in these 
FDWHJRULHV�� 7KH� ŭQG-

ings of this study indicate that even if 
JUDGHV� DUH� LQŮDWHG�� VWXGHQWV� DUH� VWLOO�
equipped with the knowledge neces-
sary to learn and succeed in college 
courses and graduate. 

Rising GPAs are not indicative of an 
educational crisis in America. Increas-
LQJ� JUDGHV� VHUYH� WR� EHQHŭW� VWXGHQWV�
more than they harm their education. As 
grades increase, so too does a student’s 
free time, their sense of wellbeing and 
WKHLU�VHOI�FRQŭGHQFH�

Allinah Zhan
features writer

———
In today’s educational landscape, 

the idea that “everyone’s a winner” 
has become more than just a mo-
tivational slogan; it’s slowly, but 
surely, permeated into the grading 
system itself. As teachers seek to 
avoid discourag-
ing students, 
grade inflation 
has become a 
w i d e s p r e a d 
practice where 
students are 
given the same 
grades for less 
rigorous work. 
According to 
Stuart Rojstac-
zer, who wrote an 
op-ed piece about grade in- f l a -
tion for the Washington Post, grades 
surged in America during the 1970s 
and once again in recent years, even 
more so during the pandemic.

To truly understand what’s so 
harmful about this, the causes of 
grade inflation must first be exam-
ined. Schools, particularly competi-
tive ones, are pressured to main-
tain high academic standards and 
positive reputations. The attending 
students are similarly very career-
oriented and 
reach for high 
grades. This 

puts teachers in a difficult po-
sition, as they may face pressure 
from students and parents to in-
flate grades.

“Sometimes, it feels hard to give 
a student a grade they deserve when 
they expect something else,” said 
Pre-Calculus and Advanced Place-
ment Calculus teacher Cheri Dart-
nell. “It’s a constant battle of main-
taining your standard regardless of 
the tears and pressure that come 
from students and parents for high 
grades. I have observed, ‘I 
didn’t do as well as I 
wanted to on the 
last test, is there 
extra credit?’”

Schools are also 
shifting towards 
more holistic teach-
ing approaches that 
emphasize collabora-
tion and creativity. 
While this on its own 
is a step towards a bet-
ter educational future, 
the traditional grad-
ing system struggles to 
UHŮHFW� WKHVH� VKLŶV�� $V�
D� UHVXOW�� JUDGH� LQŮDWLRQ�
emerges as the convenient, 
WKRXJK�ŮDZHG��ZRUNDURXQG�

Despite well-meaning intentions, 
grade inflation carries severe con-
sequences. For one, high grades 

become much more average. When 
students receive higher and higher 
grades, it becomes harder to discern 
who truly excels. The distribution 
of grades becomes more clustered 
at the higher end, and lower grades 
stick out much more, becoming 
even more devastating. When the 
average is pushed so high, any-
thing below that can feel like a ma-
jor failure. This pressure can also 

have a negative impact on 
mental health.

A l t h o u g h 
grades are 

rising, true 
mastery of 
curriculum 
d o e s n ’ t 
seem to be. 
According 
to the 2019 

N a t i o n a l 
Assessment Educational Progress 
High School Transcript Study, al-
though the grade point average in-
creased from 3.00 in 2009 to 3.11 in 
2019, the mathematics assessment 
score decreased. A similar 2021 
study on ACT data by Edgar. San-
chez showed that despite average 
ACT Composite scores declining to 
its lowest in the past decade, test 
takers have received more A grades 
and less B grades over time.

Grades and tests are meant to 
measure students’ abilities, but with 
grade inflation, they fail to do so ac-
curately. This can give students a 
false sense of accomplishment, un-
dermining the true purpose of edu-
cation. They may spend less effort to 
truly understand the material and 
be satisfied with an easily gained, 
shiny A rather than be more moti-
vated to pursue harder classes.

In today’s competitive college ap-
plication process, high grades and 
$3�FRXUVHV�DUH�RŶHQ�VHHQ�DV�HVVHQWLDO�
for getting into prestigious schools. 
+RZHYHU�� GXH� WR� JUDGH� LQŮDWLRQ�� D�
good high school transcript now may 
not actually represent a students’ true 
capabilities, possibly leaving them 
unprepared for the academic rigors 
awaiting them in college.

“If we bend to every student that 
wants extra credit to get the A’s, 
and they’re not showing mastery of 
material and they get into X-school, 
will they be successful?” Dartnell 
said. “Is that actually the right fit? 
You might be a big fish in our little 
pond, but when you get to that X-
school, you’re a tiny fish. That may 
not be the right fit for you if you 
have been, ‘Can I please do extra 
credit? Can I please retake that test’ 
… All of it makes a package that 
maybe gets you in somewhere that is 
not a right fit.”

Some people may argue that grade 
inflation helps alleviate inequalities 
in the school grading system, par-
ticularly between students from 

different socioeconomic back-
grounds. In one way, it might 

act like an equalizing force 
and give everyone a fairer 

shot at success. However, 
according to the Atlan-
tic, “students whose 
parents had the low-
est levels of education 
experienced the least 
JUDGH�LQŮDWLRQ�Ň�

Although tak-
ing a more holis-

tic approach to 
education where 

learning and in-
dividuality are top 

priority is a step in the 
ULJKW� GLUHFWLRQ�� LQŮDWLQJ� JUDGHV� FDQ�
unintentionally diminish the value of 
academic achievement.
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So Close, yet so familiar: Tate McRae’s new album
Anushka Punjabi

features writer

———
On Feb. 21, Tate McRae re-

leased her sophomore album, 
“So Close to What,” marking 
another milestone in her fast-
rising career. Known for her 
viral TikTok hits and moody, 
whispery vocals, McRae has 
built a signature style that res-
onates with Generation Z audi-
ences. This new album show-
FDVHV�JURZWK�LQ�KHU�FRQŭGHQFH�
and vocal strength, but despite 
its polished production and 
catchy hooks, it struggles to 
stand out in an oversaturated 
pop landscape.

“This album feels like she’s 
growing up — she’s 21 now, 
and her songs don’t sound 
like a teenager anymore,” said 
Hillsdale sophomore Makayla 
$OH[��ņ7KH\ńUH�PRUH�DERXW�ŭJ-
uring out life as an adult.” 

One of the most noticeable 
improvements in “So Close to 
What” is McRae’s vocal delivery. 
She moves beyond the breathy 
VRŶQHVV�RI�KHU�HDUOLHU�ZRUN��DQG�
has a much more controlled and 
powerful performance, high-
lighted particularly in “Purple 
Lace Bra.”

Rather than focusing solely 
on breakups, the track ex-
plores the pressures of fame 
and the unrealistic expecta-
tions placed on young female 
artists. The line, “Would you 
hear me more if I whispered 
in your ear?” felt like a direct 
commentary on how women 

in pop music must present 
themselves in a way that is 
overly sexualized by the me-
dia to be “memorable.”

“She’s way more comfortable 
telling her own story now,” Alex 
said. “This al-
bum isn’t just 
about fail[ing] 
— it’s about 
moving for-
ward.” 

I n s t e a d 
of overcom-
p l i c a t i n g 
e m o t i o n s 
with meta-
phor-heavy 
verses, she 
opts for a 
straight-to-
t h e - p o i n t 
a p p r o a c h 
that makes 
her music 
instantly re-
latable. In 
an era where 
pop artists 
RŶHQ� VWULYH�
for poetic 
depth, McRae 
proves that 
sometimes, simplicity is the 
strongest storytelling tool.

“I’ve never really known Tate 
to be a lyricist,” said sophomore 
Lincoln Elliott. “She’s just hav-
ing fun with her lyrics, and she 
is able to convey what she needs 
in a more monotone manner 
and less of a profound way.”

However, while her vocals 
have improved, the album 

doesn’t take many risks. Many 
songs follow a predictable 
VWUXFWXUH�ł� VRŶ� YHUVHV� OHDG-
ing into heavy, bass-driven 
choruses. It’s a formula that 
works well on TikTok, but as 

a full-length album, it makes 
several tracks blur together.

Nevertheless, the album has 
some high points. “Sports Car” 
is one of the most infectious 
VRQJV��EOHQGLQJ�D�FRQŭGHQW�HQ-
ergy with a hypnotic beat that 
makes it easy to keep on repeat. 
“I Know Love”, a collaboration 
with her now boyfriend The Kid 
LAROI, also stands out as a clear 

radio hit, with a chorus that 
VWLFNV�ORQJ�DŶHU�WKH�VRQJ�HQGV�

Unfortunately, not every 
track makes an impact. “Cut 
My Hair” and “Stay Done” feel 
like standard background 

music — 
p l e a s a n t 
but indis-
t ing uish-
able from 
countless 
other mid-
tempo pop 
t r a c k s . 
T h e s e 
s o n g s 
aren’t bad, 
but they 
don’t do 
much to 
s e p a r a t e 
M c R a e 
from art-
ists like 
O l i v i a 
R o d r i g o 
or Billie 
E i l i s h , 
who have 
c a r v e d 
out much 
st ronger 

and distinct musical identities.
“I don’t necessarily think 

that she stands out compared 
to [other artists],” Elliot said. 
“They’re very niche, as op-
posed to Tate McRae, who is a 
bit of everything.”

McRae’s success is largely 
tied to TikTok, where short, 
catchy snippets often matter 
more than full-length art-

istry. This raises the question 
of longevity: While songs like 
“Greedy” have taken off, will 
people still be streaming “So 
Close to What” a year from 
now? Right now, her music 
feels like it’s riding a wave 
rather than defining one.

Although artists like Rodri-
go and Eilish have managed 
to balance commercial appeal 
with unique storytelling and 
production choices, McRae 
hasn’t quite reached that 
level yet. While this album is 
an improvement, it still feels 
more like a collection of radio-
friendly pop songs than a co-
hesive artistic statement.

“She’s very talented, but I 
don’t think she’s at the level of 
those other artists that have 
been dominating the music 
scene.” Elliott said. “But she 
definitely has potential.”

“So Close to What” proves 
that McRae is evolving as a 
singer and performer. The 
production is sleek, the vo-
cals are stronger and the 
album brings back some of 
the fun energy of early 2000s 
pop. However, the repetitive 
song structures and lack of 
bold artistic choices keep it 
from being truly memorable, 
earning it a three and a half 
stars out of five stars.

Antonio Mangano
features writer

———
On Feb. 14, “Captain Amer-

ica: Brave New World” was 
released nine years after the 
previous Captain America’s 
movie release. Based on Mar-
vel Comics, the film was set 
to meet high expectations as 
the first independent movie 
to follow Steve Roger’s suc-
cessor, Sam Wilson.

At the beginning of the 
movie, at the request of Pres-
ident Ross, Captain America 
and Joaquin Torres, the new 
Falcon, embark on a mission 
to Mexico to recover a stolen 
sample of the newly discov-
ered element, Adamantium. 
Soon after, during a meeting 
at the White House, Isaiah 
Bradley, an abandoned super 
soldier, unknowingly under 
mind control, fires 
a gun near the 
President and 
is impris-
oned, while 
the real 
c u lpr it , 
Samuel 

Sterns, is later revealed to 
be manipulating people’s 
minds as part of his revenge 
against President Ross for 
previously running experi-
ments on him. This led to 
Ross being turned into Red 
Hulk. Ultimately, Captain 
America stops the chaos, 
Sterns is taken into custody, 
Bradley is freed and Ross is 
sent to an asylum to get rid 
of Stern’s mind influence.

It is important to highlight 
WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKLV�ŭOP�KRXVHG�D�
FRKHVLYH�VWRU\OLQH��7KH�ŭOP�FRQ-
nected all of the big action mo-
ments to be a continuation of 
the overall mission for the U.S. 
WR�KDYH�WKH�ŭUVW�VDPSOH�RI�$GD-
mantium. Although the focus 
wasn’t explicitly stated 
GXULQJ� WKH� ŭOP� H[-
cept at the start 

and the end, “Captain America: 
Brave New World” made sure to 
fuse the goal throughout many 
action scenes.

Similar to other Marvel 
ŭOPV�� ņ&DSWDLQ� $PHULFD��
Brave New World” was action-
packed, and rarely gave view-
ers a break. The overall pac-
LQJ�RI�WKH�ŭOP�ZDV�TXLFN��EXW�
ŭWWLQJ�IRU�DQ�DFWLRQ�PRYLH��

“One of my favorite mo-
ments was when Torres came 
close to death when fighting 
against the fighter pilots, 
because it implied that he 
would die. He ended up sur-
viving and being recognized 
as a hero,” said freshman 
Jules Singh. 

Being a work of Marvel 
Studios, this film was over-

all very enjoyable, and defi-
nitely an engaging and 
interesting watch. How-
ever, comparing this 
film to the other greats 

in the Marvel universe, it 
seems to underperform in 

some areas. 
Relating to previous films, 

this film seems to fit nicely 
within the development of 
Captain America. This movie 
in particular played a huge 
role in the introduction of 
the new Captain America. 
Towards the end of Marvel’s 
“Avengers: Endgame,” Chris 
Evans, the actor for Captain 
America at the time, passed 
his shield to Mackie, the ac-
tor for Falcon at the time, 
signaling a change of role for 
following movies. 

In “Captain America: 
Brave New World,” Antho-
ny Mackie’s role of Captain 
America was displayed for 

the first time. His new role 
is certainly played well, but 
doesn’t completely fill the 
shoes that Evans left behind. 

“He did [a good job step-
ping up to a new role], while 
also putting his own twist 
to the role,” Singh said. “He 
wasn’t a carbon copy of Ev-
ans, and how he portrayed 
Captain America.”

Although the role of Cap-
tain America was changed, 
Marvel still made sure to 
develop the characters thor-
oughly with a distinction be-
tween Mackie and Evans.

“The development of Cap-
tain America was displayed 
very well through this movie,” 
said junior Alex Nunez. “We 
OHDUQHG� RI� PDQ\� GLŬHUHQW�
things he was able to do while 
KH�JRW�LQWR�PRUH�ŭJKWV�Ň

Comparing this movie to 
previous Captain America 
movies, “Captain America: 
Brave New World” seems to 
have mixed opinions. Previous 
Captain America movies have 
been better watches overall, so 
naturally, this movie proves to 
be slightly lackluster. 

“I’ve definitely seen better, 
but it was a pretty good movie 
overall,” Nunez said. “It had 
some interesting concepts 
that I really enjoyed, so it’s 
definitely up there with the 
best … One thing that would 
have made the movie so much 
better is if there were two 
Hulks and they just battled it 
out instead of Captain Amer-
ica fighting. That would have 
been so much cooler to see.”

The public agrees — 
“Captain America: Brave 
New World” scored an un-

derwhelming 49% on Rot-
ten Tomatoes. 

The themes of power and 
politics circulate through-
out the film, from the begin-
ning of the movie when there 
was controversy between 
American citizens about the 
new president being close to 
superheroes. The film high-
lighted the importance of he-
roes’ roles to fight for citizens’ 
safeties against  villians. This 
was shown through Presi-
dent Ross directing Captain 
America to lead missions.

Since future Avengers 
movies are on the horizon, 
and the fact that this mov-
ie revealed a considerable 
amount of information, this 
movie definitely seems to 
have a significant impact on 
future Marvel storylines. The 
film itself felt more like a set-
up than a standalone movie. 

ņ,W� GRHV� >KDYH� DQ� HŬHFW� RQ�
future Marvel storylines], be-
cause it implies that they’re 
forming a new Avengers 
group,” Singh said. ”There are 
two new Avengers movies com-
ing out in the future, so [this 
movie is] probably a lead-up.”

Ultimately, “Captain Amer-
ica: Brave New World” played 
a great role as a continua-
tion of the Marvel storyline, 
WKRXJK� WKH� ŭOP� LWVHOI� ZDVQńW�
the best work in the Captain 
America series, making it 
worthy of three and a half 
VWDUV�RXW�RI�ŭYH�VWDUV�

Captain America fails to create a brave or new world
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Charlie Henderson
sports writer

———
Bigger, faster, stronger 

— but at what cost? For cen-
turies, athletes have sought 
methods to push their bodies 
to the boundaries of human 
performance. Sports capti-
vate audiences because they 
display the limits of human 
potential. Fans are drawn to 
the spectacle of athletes be-
yond what was once thought 
possible. From the halluci-
nogenic herbal concoctions 
consumed by athletes in 
the ancient Olympics to the 
high-tech doping scandals of 
the modern era, the rampant 
pursuit of greatness has of-
ten been overshadowed by 
ethical dilemmas. 

To understand the use 
of performance-enhancing 
drugs, one must under-
stand the athletes who 
take them. A majority of 
elite athletes have dedicat-
ed their entire lives to be-
coming the best they 
possibly can at their 
sport, placing their 
entire self-worth in 
the wins and losses 
column, set-
ting them-
selves up 
for either 
e x t r e m e 
highs or 
extreme 
lows. In 
this hyper-
competit ive 
e n v i r o n -
ment, fractions of 
a second or ounces of 
muscle can separate 
immortality and 
fading into the an-
nals of obscurity.

The use of perfor-
m a nc e - e n h a nc i ng 
substances dates 
back to ancient 
civilizations. Ro-
man gladiators and 
Greek Olympians used 
hallucinogens and herbal 
stimulants to boost strength 
and endurance. These crude 
forms of performance en-
hancers may or may not 
have worked in the way we 
think steroids work today, 
but they do prove that it is 
human nature to seek any 
possible edge in the pursuit 
of victory. 

By the late 19th centu-
ry, cyclists and marathon 
runners began to utilize a 
plethora of substances, in-
cluding cocaine, strychnine 
and alcohol, to enhance 
performance and reduce fa-
tigue. The 20th century saw 
the rise of anabolic steroids, 
which were developed in the 
late 1930s. The Cold War es-
calated the problem of dop-
ing in sports. As countries 
vied for global dominance, 
international athletic com-
petition became a proxy for 
the Cold War. During this 
era, many countries dedi-
cated some of their most 
brilliant scientific minds to 
the advancement of athletics 
via the advancement of dop-
ing. In most cases, athletes 
unknowingly or unwillingly 
participated in these elabo-

rate state-backed doping 
programs. These programs 
went unchecked for years 
and created an environment 
where if you were not doping 
you were at a disadvantage. 

One of the most infamous 
doping scandals in sports 
history took place in the 
Bay Area. The Bay Area Lab-
oratory Co-Operative was a 
laboratory headquartered 
in Burlingame. BALCO pro-
vided PEDs to numerous 
high-profile athletes such 
as Major League Baseball 
superstar Barry Bonds and 
Olympic track athletes Mar-
ion Jones and Tim Mont-
gomery. BALCO’s signature 
drug, known as “The Clear,” 
was a designer steroid en-
gineered to evade drug 
tests. The scandal rocked 
the sports world, leading 
to congressional hearings, 
suspensions and a broader 
crackdown on doping. It 
also uncovered the con-
s t a n t cat-and-mouse 
g a m e between ath-

letes using PEDs 
and anti-doping 

agencies striving 
to detect them.

A recent 
dopi ng 
contro-
v e r s y 

involved 
w o r l d 
number 
one ten-

nis player Jan-
nik Sinner. 

Sinner tested 
positive for traces of 

clostebol in March 2024, 
he claimed he unknow-

ingly ingested the 
substance through 

a spray used by his 
physiotherapist. Sin-
ner faced a two-year 
suspension. How-
ever, the World Anti-
Doping Agency con-
cluded that he had no 

intent to cheat and gained 
no competitive advantage from 
the substance. In a settlement, 
Sinner received a three-month 
ban from February to May of 
2025 meaning he will not miss 
any major tournaments. 

Sinner took little respon-
sibility for his team’s actions, 
and his case has reignited de-
bates about strict liability and 
the fairness of doping sanc-
tions. An important legal issue 
that arose from this case is the 
distinction between intention-
al doping and unintentional 
doping. Strict liability ensures 
accountability, but some argue 
that athletes should not face 
the same penalties for con-
suming PEDs without know-
ing it. This debate will likely 
shape future anti-doping poli-
cies, as governing bodies try to 
maintain fairness while work-
ing through the complexities 
of real-world cases.

With the constantly 
evolving nature of athletic 
performance, the line be-
tween natural talent and en-
gineered performance will 
only blur further. Sports or-
ganizations and society are 
forced to continually rede-
fine what it means to com-
pete on a level playing field.

Adya Tewari
sports writer

———
Augmented reality is chang-

ing the way sports are played, 
watched and analyzed. By over-
laying digital elements onto 
real-world sports plays, AR has 
the capability to enhance view-
ing experiences for fans and 
provides athletes with tools 
for training and performance 
analysis. It is widely used in in-
dustries like healthcare, educa-
tion and entertainment, but it is 
now being integrated into pop-
ular sports, including soccer, 
football, cricket and baseball.

Unlike virtual reality, which 
replaces reality with a fully digi-
tal environment, AR enhances 
what’s around us by adding real-
time data without disrupting 
the physical world. Augmented 
reality superimposes a computer-
generated image onto a user’s 
view of the real world. Early 
implementations of AR were de-
signed to make the game simpler 
for viewers, but over time AR 
has advanced beyond television 
VFUHHQV��1RZ��LW�LV�RŶHQ�XVHG�WR�
assist referees, coaches and play-
ers, allowing them to play the 
game at the highest level.

One prominent use of AR is in 
football, where it is used to high-
light the line of scrimmage and 
WKH� ŭUVW�GRZQ� line 
d u r i n g 
broadcasts. 
Simi-
larly, 
AR is 
used 
in soc-
cer to 
ensure 
a c c u -
r a t e 
d e -
cisions on 
whether the 
ball has fully 
crossed the 
goal line. In basket-
ball, it’s mainly used in 
shot analysis, with the 
ability to assess a player’s 

IRUP� DQG� LQHůFLHQFLHV� DQG�
provide corrective feedback. In 
baseball, AR helps both pitch-
ers and batters, allowing them 
to visualize the strike zone and 
analyze pitch trajectories. 

Additionally, sports like crick-
et and tennis rely heavily on AR 
IRU�RůFLDWLQJ��+DZN�(\H��DQ�$5�
powered ball tracking system, 
provides instant replays 
and precise ball place-
ment data, help-
ing determine 
whether a 
ball was 
in or out 
in tennis. 
In crick-
et, Hawk-
Eye helps 
to predict the 
ball’s trajectory to-
wards the wickets, helping de-
termine whether a player is out 
or not.

With cameras tracking the 
movements of balls at various 
speeds, AR provides referees 
with precise visuals, reducing 
human errors and controversy. 
Coaches and analysts also use AR 
to break down plays and provide 
real-time feedback to players.

:KLOH� $5� RŬHUV�PDQ\� FOHDU�
advantages, it also raises ethical 
concerns regarding fairness and 
competitive balance. This poten-
tially widens the gap between 
competitors and compromises 
the integrity of 
the game. For 
instance, 

wealthier 
teams in 

the Na-
tional Basketball 

Association integrate AR-based 
shot tracking systems providing 
real-time arc and depth analysis, 
while lower-funded teams might 
only have access to basic video 
analysis. Additionally, in college 
football, teams use AR-enhanced 
play simulations and motion 

tracking to im-
p r o v e 
t r a i n -
ing and 
s t r a t -
e g y . 
Smaller 

c o l l e g e 
teams of-
ten lack 

the funding 
for such systems, 
impacting their 

ability to train 
with the same precision.

Athletes also face increased 
pressure in an AR-enhanced 
world. With their every move 
being tracked, players are under 
constant scrutiny from coaches, 
analysts and even fans. This 
heightened level of analysis 
FDQ�EH� EHQHŭFLDO� IRU� LPSURYLQJ�
performance, but it may also 
heighten the stress that players 
are under. 

For fans, AR features such as 
instant replay, dynamic graph-
ics and relevant real-time statis-
tics allow spectators to become 
more engaged with the game. 
However, there is a risk that AR 
FRXOG�VKLŶ�DWWHQWLRQ�DZD\�IURP�
the human aspects of sports, di-
minishing the emotional inten-
sity and spontaneity that makes 
sports so compelling.

Moving forward, sports or-
ganizations must decide wheth-
er AR should be regulated to 
PDLQWDLQ�D�OHYHO�SOD\LQJ�ŭHOG�RU�
fully embraced as an inevitable 
part of the future. While AR has 
potential to make sports more 
accurate and exciting, it is not 
without its ethical concerns. 
Striking a balance between 
technological innovation and 
the integrity of competition will 
be crucial in shaping how AR is 
used in sports for years to come.

AUDREY WANG

WINONA REIF
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Off to the races in track and field scrimmage

Quinn Shirley
sports writer

———
$UDJRQ� JLUOV� VRŶEDOO� IDFHG�

D� WRXJK� RSSRQHQW� RQ� )HE�� ���
LQ�WKHLU�VHDVRQ�RSHQHU�DJDLQVW�
/LYHUPRUH�� ORVLQJ� ������ /LYHU�
PRUH� FDPH� RXW� RQ� ŭUH� LQ� WKH�
ŭUVW� LQQLQJ�� VFRULQJ� EDFN�WR�
EDFN� KRPH� UXQV� DJDLQVW� WKH�
'RQV��$ŶHU�D�SLWFKLQJ�FKDQJH��
$UDJRQ�IUHVKPDQ�0DND\OD�+D�
IRND�VKXW�GRZQ�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�
/LYHUPRUH� EDWWHUV�� OHDYLQJ� WKH�
'RQV� GRZQ� ���� KHDGLQJ� LQWR�
WKHLU�ŭUVW�DW�EDW�

6RSKRPRUH�7D\ORU�:RUNPDQ�
VHW� WKH� WRQH� HDUO\� ZLWK� D� OLQH�
GULYH� GHHS� LQWR� OHŶ� ŭHOG�� EXW�
D�GLYLQJ�FDWFK� IURP�WKH�/LYHU�
PRUH�RXWŭHOGHU� UHVXOWHG� LQ�DQ�
RXW�� $UDJRQ� IUHVKPDQ� $OL\DK�
$GOH� JRW� WKH� QH[W� KLW� IRU� WKH�

'RQV�� ZLWK� D� JURXQGHU�
splitting shortstop 
DQG� VHFRQG� EDVH� IRU�
D� VLQJOH�� 6RSKRPRUH�
2OLYLD� 0XNKHUMHH�
IROORZHG� XS� ZLWK�
D� ERPE� GHHS� LQWR�
FHQWHU� ŭHOG�� UHVXOWLQJ�
LQ�DQ�5%,�GRXEOH�DQG�SXW�
WLQJ�WKH�'RQV�RQ�WKH�ERDUG��
0XNKHUMHH� WDJJHG� XS� RQ� D�
SRS� Ů\� WR� VFRUH� WKH� 'RQńV�
VHFRQG� UXQ�� OHDYLQJ� WKH�
VFRUH�����KHDGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�
VHFRQG�LQQLQJ�

/LYHUPRUH�UDFNHG�XS�
UXQV� LQ� WKH� VHFRQG��
KDYLQJ� WZR� PRUH�
KRPH� UXQV� DQG� D�
JUDQG� VODP�� SXW�
WLQJ� WKHP� XS�
������ $UDJRQńV�
GHIHQVH�VWUXJ�

JOHG� WR� DGMXVW� WR� /LYHUPRUHńV�
UHOHQWOHVV� RŬHQVH�� KDYLQJ�
DQRWKHU� SLWFKLQJ� FKDQJH�
LQ� WKH� WKLUG� WR� EULQJ� XS�

IUHVKPDQ�&KORH�:DQ�
ņ:H� KDYH� D�

\RXQJ� SLWFKLQJ�
VWDŬ�WKDW�ZH�QHHG�
WR� GHYHORS�Ň� VDLG�
KHDG� FRDFK� /L]�
5RVFRH��ņ0\�QXP�

EHU� RQH� SLWFKHU� >:DQ@�
ZHQW�LQ�DQG�VKH�GLGQńW�
VWUXJJOH� DV� PXFK� DV�
WKH�RWKHU�WZR�Ň

'HVSLWH� VHYHUDO�
VROLG�KLWV�E\�WKH�'RQV�
DQG�JHWWLQJ�UXQQHUV�
RQ� EDVH�� $UDJRQ�
ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�VFRUH�
LQ�WKH�IRXUWK��+RZ�
HYHU�� WKH\�WXUQHG�
DURXQG� WKHLU� GH�

IHQVH�� DQG�KHOG� /LYHUPRUH� WKH�
UHPDLQGHU�RI�WKH�JDPH��OHDYLQJ�
WKH�ŭQDO�VFRUH������

ņ,�NQHZ�WKH� >RSSRVLQJ@� WHDP�
ZDV�UHDOO\�JRRG�DQG�,�NQHZ�ZH�
VWLOO� KDG� VRPH� WKLQJV� WR� ZRUN�
RQ�Ň�VDLG�MXQLRU�'HVWLQ\�*DUFLD��
ņ,�H[SHFWHG�LW�WR�EH�D�URXJK�RQH�Ň

5RVFRH� DJUHHG� DQG� KHDGHG�
LQWR� WKH�JDPH�NQRZLQJ� LW�ZDV�
JRLQJ� WR� EH� D� JRRG� FKDOOHQJH�
IRU�WKH�JLUOV�

ņ:HńUH� D� YHU\� \RXQJ� WHDP�
DQG�,�NQHZ�WKDW�/LYHUPRUH�ZDV�
D� UHDOO\� JRRG� WHDP�Ň� 5RVFRH�
VDLG�� ņ6R� ,� ZDV� WKURZLQJ� WKH�
JLUOV�RXW�WKHUH�NQRZLQJ�LW�ZDV�
JRQQD� EH� WRXJK� IRU� XV�� EXW� ,�
EHOLHYH�LI�\RX�SOD\�WRXJK�\RXńUH�
JRLQJ�WR�JHW�EHWWHU�Ň

'HVSLWH� WKH� UHVXOW�� *DUFLD�
GRHV�IHHO�WKHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�KLJK�
OLJKWV� WR� WDNH� DZD\� IURP� WKH�

JDPH��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�WKH�RŬHQ�
VLYH�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�JDPH��

ņ6RPHWKLQJ�ZH�GLG�ZHOO�ZDV�
KLWWLQJ�Ň�*DUFLD�VDLG��ņ:H�UHDG�D�
ORW�RI�WKH�SLWFKHV�DQG�FDPH�EDFN�
DQG�GLG�EHWWHU�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH�Ň

$V� WKH� WHDP� SUHSDUHV� IRU� D�
WRXJK�OHDJXH�VFKHGXOH��WKH�'RQV�
DUH�JRLQJ�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�KHDGV�XS�
DQG�IRFXV�RQ�LPSURYLQJ��

ņ:H� DOO� KDYH� DFFHSWHG� WKDW�
LWńV�HDUO\�LQ�WKH�VHDVRQ�DQG�WKDW�
LWńV�D�QHZ�WHDP�Ň�:RUNPDQ�VDLG��
ņ0LVWDNHV� DUH� JRLQJ� WR� KDS�
SHQ� DQG� EDG� JDPHV� DUH� JRLQJ�
WR�KDSSHQ��DQG�LI�ZH�MXVW�GRQńW�
ZRUU\� DERXW� LW� WRR�PXFK�ZHńOO�
JHW�EHWWHU�Ň

7KH� WHDPńV� QH[W� JDPH� LV�
0DUFK����DW�KRPH�DJDLQVW�&DUO�
PRQW�DW���S�P��

READ EXTENDED VERSION 
ON ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG

Phoebe Harger
sports writer

———
2Q�)HE������WKH�$UDJRQ�WUDFN�

DQG� ŭHOG� NLFNHG� RŬ� WKHLU� SUH�
VHDVRQ� ZLWK� DQ� DW�KRPH� VFULP�
PDJH� DJDLQVW� :RRGVLGH�� :KLOH�
WKH�VFULPPDJH�GLG�QRW�KDYH�DQ�
RůFLDO�ZLQQHU�� WKH�'RQV�GRPL�
QDWHG� WKH� PHHW�� ZLWK� DOO� IRXU�
GLYLVLRQV�ZLQQLQJ�D�PDMRULW\�RI�
WKHLU�HYHQWV��

:KLOH� WKH� VFULPPDJH� GRHV�
QRW� DŬHFW� WKH� WHDPńV� OHDJXH�
VWDQGLQJV�� LW� VHUYHG� DV� D�
ZDUPXS�IRU�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�VHD�
VRQ�DQG�JDYH�DWKOHWHV��SDUWLFX�
ODUO\� WKRVH� QHZ� WR� WKH� VSRUW��
H[SHULHQFH� DKHDG� RI� WKH� ŭUVW�
OHDJXH�PHHW��+HDG�FRDFK�*UHJ�
$OYDUDGR�VD\V�WKDW�WKH�SUDFWLFH�
PHHW�ZDV�VSHFLŭFDOO\�GHVLJQHG�
WR� KHOS� XQGHUFODVVPHQ� ZLWK�
OLPLWHG�WUDFN�H[SHULHQFH��

ņ,� ZDQWHG� WR� OHW� WKHP� NQRZ�
KRZ�WR�JHW�UHDG\�IRU�WKHLU�UDFHV�Ň�
$OYDUDGR� VDLG�� ņ,�ZDQW� WKHP� WR�
NQRZ� KRZ� WR� XVH� WKH� EORFNV��
WLPH� PDQDJHPHQW� DQG� KRZ� WR�
ZDUP� XS� DQG� ZDUP� GRZQ� EH�
FDXVH� WKRVH� WKLQJV� DUH� MXVW� DV�
LPSRUWDQW�DV�WKH�DFWXDO�UDFH�Ň

'HVSLWH�7XHVGD\�EHLQJ�PDQ\�
DWKOHWHVń� ŭUVW� PHHW�� $OYDUDGR�
VD\V� WKDW� KH� ZDV� SOHDVDQWO\�
VXUSULVHG� E\� WKH� WHDPńV� JRRG�
PDUNV��VSHFLŭFDOO\�LQ�SROH�YDXOW��
ORQJ�GLVWDQFH�DQG�ORQJ�MXPS��LQ�
ZKLFK� $UDJRQ� FDPH� LQ� ŭUVW� LQ�
HYHU\�GLYLVLRQ��

ņ,� IHOW� UHDOO\� JRRG� DERXW� WKH�
MXPS�,�JRW�DW� WKH�PHHW�EHFDXVH�
,� KDYHQńW� MXPSHG� VLQFH� PLGGOH�
VFKRRO� DQG� LW� FDPH� EDFN� UHDOO\�
TXLFNO\�Ň� VDLG� 0DGLVRQ� %ULWW�� D�
MXQLRU�ZKR�WRRN�ŭUVW�SODFH�LQ�WKH�
JLUOV� YDUVLW\� ORQJ� MXPS� ZLWK� D�
MXPS�RI����IHHW�DQG������LQFKHV��

$GGLWLRQDOO\�� WKH� VFULPPDJH�
VKRZFDVHG� D� KDQGIXO� RI� WKH�
WHDPńV�VWDQGRXW�DWKOHWHV��VXFK�DV�
YDUVLW\�MXQLRU�9LFWRULD�&KHQ�DQG�
VRSKRPRUH� 0LQD� +ZDQJ�� %RWK�
WRRN� ŭUVW� SODFH� LQ� WKH� �[����
PHWHU��ZLWK�&KHQ�DOVR�ZLQQLQJ�
WKH� ����PHWHU� DQG� WULSOH� MXPS��
DQG�+ZDQJ�FODLPLQJ�ŭUVW�LQ�WKH�
����PHWHU�DQG�����PHWHU�

&KHQ� FUHGLWHG� WKH� �[����
WHDPńV� VXFFHVV� WR� WKHLU� WHDP�
ZRUN�DQG�FRRUGLQDWLRQ��

ņ2XU�JLUOV�UHOD\�WHDP�KDG�UH�
DOO\� JUHDW� KDQGRŬV� GXULQJ� RXU�
UDFH�Ň� &KHQ� VDLG�� ņ6R� LWńV� UHDOO\�

QLFH�WR�VHH�DOO�RXU�KDUG�ZRUN�LQ�
SUDFWLFH� SD\� RŬ� DQG�KHOS� XV�
JHW�D�ZLQ�Ň

2WKHU� DWKOHWHV�� VXFK�
DV� MXQLRU�0HLOLQ� 5LIH� DQG�
VHQLRU� 0LOHV� 5RNDOD�� DOVR�
PDGH�DQ�LPSUHVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�
WUDFN�� 5LIH� VHW� WZR�
SHUVRQDO� UHFRUGV�
ZKLOH� WDNLQJ�ŭUVW�
LQ� WKH� YDUVLW\�
����P� DQG� KLJK�
MXPS�� ZKLOH�
5RNDOD� ZRQ�
ERWK�WKH�YDUVLW\�
�����PHWHU� DQG�
�[����PHWHU�UDFHV�

ņ$�ORW�RI� WKH�:RRG�
VLGH� JX\V� ZHUH� FRP�
LQJ� RŬ� RI� LQMXULHV� VR�
,� ZDV� NLQG� RI� RXW� RQ�
P\�RZQ�IRU� WKH�PLOH�Ň�
5RNDOD�VDLG��ņ2YHUDOO�,�
IHOW�SUHWW\�JRRG�EXW�,ńP�
PRVWO\� ORRNLQJ� IRUZDUG�
WR� WKH� 6DQ� 0DWHR� PHHW�
EHFDXVH�ZHńUH�KRSLQJ� WR�
JHW�VRPH�35V�Ň

,Q� WKH� ŭHOG� HYHQWV�� WKH�
JLUOV� VZHSW�DOO�RI� WKHP�DQG�
WKH� ER\V� WRRN� ŭUVW� LQ� WKH�
ORQJ�MXPS�DQG�SROH�YDXOW��

:KLOH� WKH� WHDP� KDG� ORWV� RI�
VXFFHVV�DW�WKH�SUDFWLFH�PHHW��$O�

YDUDGR�QRWHG�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�
VHYHUDO� NH\� UXQQHUV� ZKR�
W\SLFDOO\�FRQWULEXWH�VLJQLI�

LFDQWO\�WR�WKH�WHDPńV�RYHUDOO�
PHHW�VFRUHV��7KLV�LQFOXGHG�

PDQ\� DWKOHWHV� ZKR�
MXVW� ŭQLVKHG� WKHLU�

ZLQWHU�VSRUWV�VHD�
VRQ�DQG�VWDUWHG�
WKHLU� WUDFN�
VHDVRQ� ODWHU�
WKDQ�XVXDO��
ņ:H� GLGQńW�

KDYH� DQ\� UXQQHUV�
IURP� WKH� JLUOV� VRFFHU�
WHDP�Ň� $OYDUDGR� VDLG��
ņ:KLFK� ZDV� GHŭQLWHO\�
XQIRUWXQDWH� EHFDXVH� D�
ORW� RI� WKHP� DUH� UHDOO\�
IDVW�VSULQWHUV�Ň�
2WKHU� UXQQHUV� ZHUH�

IRUFHG� WR� VLW� RXW� GXH� WR�
HDUO\�VHDVRQ�LQMXULHV��VXFK�
DV� MXQLRU� &KDUOHV� +DUJHU�

DQG� VRSKRPRUH� .XUW� 1JX\�
HQ�� ZKR� ERWK� VXVWDLQHG� KDP�
VWULQJ�LQMXULHV��

ņ2XU� ŭUVW� OHDJXH� PHHW� LV�
QH[W� ZHHN� DJDLQVW� 6DQ� 0D�
WHR�Ň�$OYDUDGR�VDLG��ņ%XW�ZLWK�

RXW� &KDUOLH� DQG� .XUW� ZKR� DUH�
RXU�IDVWHVW�VSULQWHUV��WKLQJV�DUH�
JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�D�OLWWOH�LŬ\�Ň�

5RNDOD�DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�ORVV�RI�
NH\�DWKOHWHV�FDQ�JUHDWO\�FKDQJH�
WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�D�PHHW��

ņ:HńUH� UHDOO\� OXFN\� WKDW� ZH�
KDYH�D�IHZ�UXQQHUV�ZKR�FDQ�UH�
DOO\�FDUU\�DQ�HYHQW�DQG�SXOO�WKH�
ZKROH�WHDP�DORQJ�LQ�WKH�PHHW�Ň�
5RNDOD�VDLG��ņ6R�KRSHIXOO\�HYHU\�
RQH� FDQ�JHW�KHDOWK\� DV� VRRQ�DV�
SRVVLEOH� VR� WKDW�ZH�FDQ�JHW� WKH�
EHVW�UHVXOWV�SRVVLEOH�Ň

:LWK� D� IXOO� VHDVRQ� DKHDG��
&RDFK� $OYDUDGR� LV� SULRULWL]LQJ�
WKH�ŭWQHVV�RI�KLV�DWKOHWHV��DV�ZHOO�
DV�WKHLU�FRPPLWPHQW��

ņ7KH\� QHHG� WR� XQGHUVWDQG��
HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�\RXQJHU�NLGV��WKH�
VHULRXVQHVV�RI�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�Ň�
$OYDUDGR�VDLG��ņ7KLV�LV�QRW�D�FOXE�
DQG�,�H[SHFW�HDFK�DQG�HYHU\�RQH�
RI�WKHP�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�Ň

$ŶHU� VHYHUDO�ZHHNV� RI� SUDF�
WLFH� DQG� D� VFULPPDJH� XQGHU�
WKHLU�EHOW��WKH�'RQV�FRQWLQXH�WR�
JURZ�PRUH� DQG�PRUH� SUHSDUHG�
IRU� WKH�VHDVRQ��7KH\�ZLOO� VKRZ�
FDVH�WKHLU�SURJUHVV�RQ�0DUFK����
LQ�WKH�6W��)UDQFLV�,QYLWDWLRQDO�DW�
6W��)UDQFLV�+LJK�6FKRRO��

Softball suffers 16-2 trouncing in season opener

LIAN WANGVarsity boys run the 1600-meter race.
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Senior Lina Cruz Parada competes in the varsity girls 1600-meter.

Sophomore Marshall Lim winds up for a throw.



Sora Mizutani
sports writer

———
On Feb. 27, Aragon boys tennis 

(3-0 overall, 2-0 league) continued 
on with their strong start to the 
season in a 7-0 win against Carl-
mont (1-2 league).  The team al-
ready had great confidence going 
into the game.

“Carlmont is one of the better 
[teams],” said No. 2 singles and ju-
nior Veraaz Khan. “But we’re still 
going to do good because our team 
is really good.” 

Though the team had some 
changes in the lineup, with senior 
Justin Wong substituting for senior 
Keiya Wada at No. 1 doubles, the 
team swept Carlmont. 

“They played very well as Justin 
last year played with Thomas and 
[once] beat a really good team [against 
Menlo-Atherton,]” said head coach 
Dave Owdom. “So I had some pretty 
JRRG�IDLWK�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�GR�ŭQH�Ň

The team started this season 
with an excellent start, defeating 
the neighbor Hillsdale 7-0 in the 
Peninsula Athletic League Bay di-
vision and is looking forward to 
becoming the defending champion 
of the league from last year. 

“We have the talent to win the 
league, but you still got to do it,” 
Owdom said. “Everybody’s going to 
play you harder because they know 
you’re the defending champion, 
so you just got to be up for every 
match. You can’t take it easy.”

The game had already begun dur-
ing the warm-up with both teams 
ŭHUFHO\�FKHHULQJ�XS�WKHLU�WHDPPDWHV��

“Our team is very good all 
around; everyone is pretty fit,” 
said No. 2 doubles and junior Max 
Gan. “We know how to run. We’re 
pretty quick, and our mental 
strength is good because we sup-
port … and hype up each other. It’s 
a lot different from all those other 
quiet teams.”

The team quickly secured their 
ŭUVW�ZLQ�ZLWK�1R����GRXEOHV�DQG�VH-
nior Dylan Cheung and freshman 
Adam Beg in a 6-0, 6-4 match with-
LQ�WKH�ŭUVW�KRXU��

Despite the fast-paced win, Beg 
looks forward to improving even 
more for the next game.

“My serves and my team’s con-
sistency in shots [led to the easy 
win,]” Beg said. “[But] we could try 
to be a little more consistent [in 
talking] to each other.”

Later on, No. 3 singles and ju-
nior Darrin O’Brien won 6-1, 6-2, 
followed by No. 1 doubles and se-
niors Thomas Nie and Wong who 
showed a little struggle in the end, 
but ultimately won with ease 6-0, 
6-3. Khan cruised through both 
sets by a score of 6-0, 6-1. With 
high expectations, No. 1 singles 
and senior Akbar Beg — who went 
to the second round of Central 
Coast Section Individual last year 
— did not have the best start, but 
slowly got his momentum back 
with a 6-4, 6-2 victory.

No. 2 doubles and senior Jack 
He and Gan had a long match, be-
ing neck-and-neck with Carlmont 
for the entire first set. However, 
in the end, they were able to bring 
the first set to a tiebreaker, win-

ning 7-6 (7-5), carrying the mo-
mentum into the second set and 
winning 6-3. 

Nevertheless, the longest match 
of the day was No. 4 singles and se-
nior Ziv Rapoport. The match was 
a close game from the beginning. 
Back-and-forth rallies happened 
WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ŭUVW� VHW�� LQ� ZKLFK�
he came back to win 7-6 (9-7). For 
the second set, no one on the Ara-
JRQ� WHDP� ZDV� OHŶ� RWKHU� WKDQ� WKH�
coach, while Carlmont had most of 
their team cheering for his oppo-
nent. Exhaustion was evident in 
their faces with frequent sighs 
from both sides, both using 
their last bit of stamina, yet 
Rapoport pushed through 
WDNLQJ� WKH� YLFWRU\� DŶHU�
two hours 7-6 (11-9).

Moving forward, to 
continue with the suc-
cess of the team, Owdom 
is hoping to see even 
more improvements. 

“I’d like to see 
improvement in 
g r ou ndst r okes, 
especially with sin-
gles guys,” Owdom 
said. “For the dou-
bles, we had some 
issues serving a lit-
tle bit today. Serv-
ing issues usually 
are two things. 
Most of the time, 
it’s a toss. Toss 
is the hardest 
thing to do in 
a serve. And 

if it’s too low, it goes in the net, or you 
speed up your mechanics and you’re 
way ahead of the ball.”

As the reigning champion 
team of the CCS, the team’s 
primary focus is ultimately 
on the mental game.

Their next game will be    
on March 13 at 4 p.m. at 

Burlingame.
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boys baseball defeats 
WashinGton 5-0

Olivia Mukherjee
sports writer

———
,Q�WKHLU�ŭUVW�JDPH�RI�WKH�VHDVRQ��$UD-

gon’s varsity baseball team secured a 5-0 
victory over Washington on Feb. 26. 

7KH�ZLQ�ZDV� D�ZHOO�URXQGHG� HŬRUW��
with contributions from multiple play-
ers, including key performances on the 
mound and at the plate.

Senior Dalton Kane was a standout 
on the mound, striking out six batters 
and allowing just one hit. His control 
was crucial, as he kept the Washington 
KLWWHUV�RŬ�EDODQFH�IRU�PRVW�RI�WKH�JDPH��

“My goal was just to put the ball in 
the zone, let my defense work and get 
ahead in the count early,” Kane said.

His ability to utilize some key 
pitches, as well as trust his defense 
behind him was a major factor in the 
team’s shutout win.

ņ0\� IDVWEDOO� ZDV� GHŭQLWHO\�
getting a lot of swing and miss-

es,” Kane said. “My slider, in 
particular, was missing a lot 
of barrels.”

Senior Mason Miller, 
who also contributed from 

the mound, pitched well 
in his relief outing, add-
ing to the team’s strong 
pitching depth. Miller’s 
performance provided a 

complement to Kane’s 

appearance, helping the team maintain 
control of the game. 

“Mason came in and did a great 
job for us,” said head coach Don 
Hahn. “It’s great to have that kind of 
GHSWK� LQ�RXU�SLWFKLQJ�VWDŬ��DQG�0D-
VRQ�ZDV�UHDOO\�HŬHFWLYH�LQ�KLV�WLPH�RQ�
the mound.”

2ŬHQVLYHO\�� WKH� WHDP� FDSLWDOL]HG� RQ�
the opportunities they were given, with 
seniors Ian Chang and Cole Sloan each 
recording one of the four hits. 

Chang, who went 1-for-3 in the game, 
DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�WKH�RŬHQVH�VWLOO�KDV�
room for improvement.

“We had great pitching today, and 
our defense was solid,” Chang said. “Our 
hitting might need a little work, but 
overall, we did enough to get the win.”

The team has been preparing both 
physically and mentally for the season 
through daily practices.

“Mentally, I just visualize before 
the game and focus on what pitches 
I’m looking for when I’m at the plate,” 
Chang said. 

2Q� GHIHQVH�� RXWŭHOGHU� $GL� 6KDQNDU�
and shortstop Jordan Kiaaina made sev-
eral key plays to keep Washington from 
JHQHUDWLQJ�DQ\�VLJQLŭFDQW�RŬHQVH��

Following these plays, Kane was 
quick to praise his defense.

“Adi Shankar made a great catch,” 
Kane said. “And [Kiaaina] at shortstop 
is amazing to have.”

Hahn 
also noted 
that while 
there are ar-
eas to improve, 
the team is head-
ing in the right di-
rection, especially 
on the mound.

“We’re going to 
rely on our pitch-
ing,” Hahn said. “If our 
pitching holds up and 
comes through, we’ll be 
in every game.” 

The team expects to 
carry the momentum of 
this sweeping victory 
on to their upcom-
ing league games, 
focusing on an ef-
IHFWLYH� RŬHQVH� DQG�
defense. The team’s next game is 
scheduled at home for March 15 at 11 
a.m. against Carlmont.

boys tennis sweeps Carlmont 7-0
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