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Sophie Rayes (11),
Thomas Williams (12),
and Samantha Green
(11) performing in
“Chicago the Musical”.
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ENDEZVOUS
T THE REEF

On May 3, Aragon held its
annual Prom with the theme

TLOOK

Prom, the Senior Class Council
held a theme, design contest,
in which juniors and seniors
could submit their ideas, with
the promise of a free ticket to

“Rendezvous at the Reef” from Prom should they win. “Ren-

7-10 p.m. a!‘the InterContinen-
tal San Francisco.

While the original plan was
to host it at the Design Cen-
ter Galleri an Francisco,
scheduling icts caused
the Dance C ission to
choose InterContinental

dezvous at the Reef” was cho-
sen as the final. theme, with
complementing ' ideas from
other themes incorporated too.

“With y venue you
have to take it and make [it]
your own,” Taylor said. “We've

as done the Design Center for as
this year’s venue. However, a lon ost people can re-
more expensive venue mea ember, so we had to work

a more constrained budget,
leading to tickets being priced
at $100 and handmade deco-
rations created by the other
commissions in the leader-
ship committee.

“A lot of [the decorations]
are [made] out of cardboard so
that they're freestanding,” said
senior and Dance Commission
Head Ella Taylor. “We couldn't

put anything on the walls of

this venue, so we wanted
things that could lean up
against walls or hang on
their own.”

To decide on
the theme for

Gemma Albertson and
Reika Lam
FEATURES AND NEWS WRITERS

Following the 90-day pause
of tariffs on April 9, the prob-
ability of a recession hovers
around 45%, according to
Goldman Sachs. While the
future of a recession is statis-
tically becoming less likely,
there are still high concerns
amongst citizens regarding a
possible recession. President
Donald Trump'’s tariff policies

around [the InterContinen-
tal’s] floor plan since it was a
little less familiar to us.”

Despite the unexpected
changes, many students ex-
pressed their appreciation
for the venue.

“I think the venue's great,”
said senior Sofia Laura. “It
can fit a lot of us at one time,
and it's not super chaotic and
stuffy and gross.”
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have disrupted trade, the stock
market, prices and the overall
economic stability of the U.S.
“I don'’t like the tariffs, I
think they’re not smart for the
kind of goals he has,” said ju-
nior and president of Econom-
ics Club Matthew Hagedorn.
“There’s a reason why we don'’t
have a lot of the manufactur-
ing he’s looking to bring back
in the US., and that’s just
simple economics. It’s cheaper
to produce stuff overseas, so it
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Ara-
gon hosted
its Prom on the
third floor of the In-
terContinental. The registra-
tion desk and coat check led
to the reception area, where
the hotel served an assort-
ment of pasta and dessert.

The menu was custom-

ized by the ission and
Leade advisor say
Bussey to provide portobello.

mushroom ravioli and rain-
bow rotini pasta, with sides
of chicken, mushrooms, plum -

petit fours. Drinks we
also provided.

The reception room opened
to th%lloor, where st
dents dancedvin an ene c
crowd and blue and white
lights created an energetic,
loud atmosphere. Tables were
situated at the corners of the
room along with large win-
dows overseeing one side.

tomatoes and more. Dessert
included fresh fruit tartle’

—

allows people
in the US. to
get cheaper
goods. Overall,
globalization al-
&, lows for that de-
~ veloped world that
we enjoy today.”

Trump brushed off wor-
ries regarding these tariffs
during an April 30 statement,
likening the issue to a matter
of children getting “two dolls
instead of thirty,” despite mil-
lions of Americans expressing
fear over the possibility of a
sharp increase in prices. These
fears are not unfounded; tar-
iffs pose taxes on imports,
and under the Trump admin-
istration, the U.S. now faces

Stu-
*  dents could
also play foos-

ball and Jenga in the
game room or take a mo-
ment away from the hub-
bub in the quiet room. In the
lounge room, people could
also watch “The Little Mer-
maid” (1989).

Many students loved the
venue, and its efforts to
seamlessly bring the theme
to life.

“The atmosphere is really
nice,” said Zihan Yan, a senior

' at San Mateo High School.

“They're playing The Little
Mermaid here. They have curl
ecorations everywhere. It's
so on theme. It's great.”

Many seniors reflect on
their last high school dance.

“I'm quite sad [that] high
school’s coming to an end,
but it ended with a really
good bang,” said senior
Khushi Parikh. “I wouldn't
have it any other way.”

increased costs for countless
everyday products. While an
increase in tariffs doesn'’t nec-
essarily mean a recession is
imminent, they can contribute
to economic uncertainty.

Past historical instances of
recession can serve as warning
signs, or even indicators, for
the future.

“When there’s certainty,
people are going to have jobs,”
said Economics and Financial
Literacy teacher Kevin Nelson.
“They have earning, they have
spending [and] then theyre
confident. When uncertainty
comes into the realm ... that
pushes us the other direction.”

CONTINUED ON
ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG
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Editorial: good things are happening at Aragon

This editorial represents the
opinions of 14 out of 14 Outlook
editors.

The Outlook would like to
take a chance to recognize pos-
itive institutions and policies
on our campus.

LENIENT
DEADLINES

In recent years, many teach-
ers have made their late work
policies more lenient by giving
majority or full credit for work
submitted after the deadline —
changes that the Aragon Out-
look is deeply appreciative of.
We commend the willingness
of these teachers to rethink
long-standing, strict approach-
es to work submission.

The process of reformulat-
ing policies can often take
much deliberation, as it re-
quires teachers to assess how
they prioritize certain values.

“At some point ... I realized
that my interest was in my stu-
dents actually doing the assign-
ments,” said history teacher Jay-
son Estassi. “You just have to get
it done and make an honest at-
tempt to demonstrate your un-
derstanding. So if youre trying
to do that, why should I deduct
points? ... Whether you turn
something in on time
has nothing to do
with your quality of /40
understanding.”

This leniency fur-
ther allows students
to prioritize quality of
work instead of worry-
ing about when it should be
submitted — helping to greatly
reduce stress and improve over-
all understanding.

Letter: Trump coverage

Teachers providing more
leeway for students also allows
them to find their own strate-
gies for managing their time
and balancing their workload
more effectively.

“I would want [more]
teachers to question
their policies,” said
history teacher William
Colglazier. “A lot of us have
policies that [our] teachers
imposed on [us] when
[we were] students, [but]
there’s new research
and new ideas ... If
you want to keep your
policy, that’s fine, but
have an inquisitive,
deliberative process and
reasoning for it.”

LEADERSHIP

Raising awareness for en-
vironmental protection and
mental health has been on the
forefront of Leadership’s agen-
da, and it’s fair to say they de-
livered with style and creativ-
ity. The Relax and Roll event
organized in December 2024
had students mix and match
different essential oils, custom-
izing their own aromas while
allowing them to destress be-
fore the winter finals.

“The essential oil event
was probably our best
[event],” said Claire
O’Brien, freshman

3 and Health and Earth

Wellness Crew mem-

%/ ber. “Everyone really
liked that and we ran
out really fast.”

Most recently, HEW
Crew hosted the Rooted in
California event, where mini
pots of native flower species

2

were given out to students
for Earth day. The Outlook
also appreciates the waste-
prevention efforts from
Leadership, especially
with the Homecoming
thrift store which
collected dress
donations and
presented them in a
thrift store to help re-
duce waste.
School rallies have
long been a high-
light for school
spirit, and its
smooth transi-
tions and event-
fulness are testaments
to the months of effort and
dedication put into planning,
from brainstorming to re-
cruiting participants.

“The indoor rallies are defi-
nitely my favorite,” said senior
and Rally Commission Head
Alessandra Hernandez. “One of
the first games that I came up
with this year was human foos-
ball ... it actually took us two
weeks to arrange the PVC pipes
for human foosball.”

Overall, Leader-
ship has upped the
ante in their efforts
to build a healthier
community at Ara-
gon, and the Outlook
wants to highlight the
many different depart-
ments and commissions
for their innovative ap-
proaches towards local and
community issues.

STUDENT
ORGANIZATIONS

With over 80 current student
clubs and organizations at Ara-

Meilin Rife
FEATURES EDITOR

I've noticed a pattern with every
front page this year. There’s always
orange. If it’'s not fire, then it's the
spray-tanned face of President Don-
ald Trump. This man'’s face and name
is everywhere I look on the news.
And that is precisely what he wants.
He wants the U.S. to be at his feet.
But that is not the case. There are
many organizations and people who
are fighting against Trump’s policies,
from powerful ones like Harvard to
regular Quakers marching against
Trump’s immigration policies. We can-
not helplessly watch and report on the
devastating effects of Trump’s admin-
istration without further highlighting
the resistance against them.

One of Trump’s greatest strategies
is “flooding the zone.” The plan was
to overwhelm any opposition by the

sheer speed of the Trump adminis-
tration’s movements. In just his first
week, Trump paused foreign aid, let
go of thousands of federal employees,
barred asylum across the southern
border and issued a myriad of other
orders, treating the federal govern-
ment as his own playground. On one
hand, it is important for people to be
aware of his administration’s plans
so that we do not concede, but on the
other hand, the onslaught of informa-
tion is desensitizing, which is exactly
what he wants.

Additionally, as a local news source,
the Outlook has a duty to further high-
light local issues. Large news organi-
zations are doing enough reporting
on Trump. The Outlook needs to high-
light the issues in San Mateo happen-
ing in our backyards. These are the
things that will impact our day-to-day.
Trump is currently trying to defund
CBS and NPR, which fund thousands
of local news stations. When commu-
nities are in the dark, they cannot ef-
fectively band together for mutual aid.
Anyone can talk about national news,
but only the Outlook can talk about lo-
cal news pertaining most directly to
our student audience.

My problem is not with the fact that
the Outlook and all other media sites
are covering Trump. I think the way
the Outlook does month-long analyses
about his policies is a fantastic way
of covering them, if we cover him at
all. My problem is that the reaction-
ary shock that frames many of these
articles is creating a helpless picture
of doom and gloom that gives Trump
too much credit.

gon, we recognize our school
has been doing a wonderful job
at representing a diverse range
of interests and backgrounds.
From cultural to academic,
these strong student organiza-
tions have produced quality
work that benefits not only the
club itself, but the school com-
munity as well.

“[Being student-led] gives us
space to do what we're passion-
ate about like weekly slides,”
said Samirah Field, senior and
vice president of Gender and
Sexuality Alliance Club. “We
do [activities] about whatever
we think is important in rela-
tion to being queer on campus
or being queer in general.”

OIMANT VAH

When it comes to Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics, there’s an
abundance of clubs that cov-
er student interests across
fields. They host many fun,
interactive activities that al-
low students to gain insights
into the field, such as
annual research com-

petitions, workshops
or even inviting
professionals with-
in those fields.

Moreover, there’s
an abundance of cul-
tural clubs on campus

like Black Student Union,
Chinese Culture Club, Middle
Eastern Club and much more.
These clubs celebrate the di-
verse community that Aragon
has. Representations like these
promote respect and apprecia-
tion among different cultures.

Students in clubs take
strong initiative over these de-
cisions, helping them develop
strong leadership skills and
allowing students to create
more genuine connections and
bonds, such as Aragon’s Link
Crew program.

“[Link Crew] was very
student-led,” said freshman
Joshua Wu. “[The] activities
are better because I feel more
connected to my Link Crew
leader than [the] teachers ...
[My leaders] have similar ex-
periences to me, so they have
my perspective.”

Aragon has done a phe-
nomenal job at making sure
a diverse range of students
are represented on campus,
and at fostering leadership
skills that have left an im-
pact on both Aragon and
other communities.
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Major Executive Orders

Since the presidential inau-
guration on Jan. 20, President
Donald Trump has signed over
150 executive orders — direc-
tives given by the president to
the federal government. This
number is more than any other
American president in the mod-
ern era. Many of these, accord-
ing to Jodi Short, a law profes-
sor at University of California,
San Francisco, violate statutory
law or the Constitution.

“The president would rath-
er not have to work thro
the legislative proc
cause] it requir
of political capital,” S
“[He] knows that the j
process moves very sl
so even if an executive order
is unlawful, a judicial remedy
may come too late, or it may
not come at all. [Trump] is try-
ing to remake our government
and remake our understand-
ing of constitutional democ-
racy to allow for authoritarian
executive rule.”

As of May 19, there have
been over 200 legal challenges
to Trump’s executive orders in
his second term.

DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

On March 20, Trump signed
an order that aims to shift
some of the responsibilities of
the Department of Education
to the states. The ED, created
by Congress in 1979, oversees
most of the federal involvement
in and aid to education.

Only 8% of funds for elemen-
tary and secondary schools
across the country come from
the federal government, ac-
cording to the ED. The San Ma-
teo Union High School District
is a basic aid district, mean-
ing most of its money comes
from local property taxes as
opposed to state or national
funds. However, it is classified
as a Title I district and thus re-
ceives some federal funds, but
those funds make up less than
2% of the total district budget.
Still, other districts that serve
more lower-income com
ties often rely more.on th
federal resources.

Trump’s order
Secretary of Edu
McMahon will be
“ensuring the ef
uninterrupted deliv
vices, programs and
on which Americans rely

“If it means figuring ou
which states need what, and
letting states administer it and
making sure they get the re-
sources to do it, then it’s not so
much of a problem,” said social
studies teacher Jon Felder. “If it’s
just cuts to education, then the
lower income communities that
need more support from the fed-
eral government are [going to]
suffer more.”

The order mentions that
programs receiving federal
funding must end practices
of diversity, equity and inclu-
sion. It does not, however, ad-
dress how these will be vetted.

The ED facilitates services
providing federal financial aid,
but it is unclear how this will
be impacted under the order.
It does not explicitly say where
the funds will be reassigned
to, only that they should be re-
turned to “an entity equipped
to serve America’s students.”

Although this executive or-
der has gained much pushback,
with multiple teachers’ unions
filing lawsuits, there is still
some support for its intentions.

“Federal unelected offi-
cials [shouldn't] ... influence
curriculum,” said junior
Arun Yama. “State-level offi-
cials are more representative
of their constituents than
federal and elected officials
who act invisibly.”

While the order could affect
of the ED’s functions, the
t will not be fully
ess Congress ap-

On Jan. 29, the White
House released Executive
Order 14188, calling for the
government to “vigorously”
fight antisemitism with all
of its legal power, and to re-
view all college court cases
relating to antisemitism af-
ter Oct. 7, 2023, when Hamas
attacked Israel. It also en-
couraged colleges to inves-
tigate foreign students, who
the federal government can
deport, and required a re-
view of K-12 Title VI protests
related to antisemitism.

Following the Oct. 7 attack,
there was a 700% increase in
antisemitic occurrences on col-
lege campuses from the 2022-23
to the 202324 academic years,
according to Hillel, a Jewish
student organization.

However, some feel that the
college court cases relating to
the Gaza protests are not tru-
ly antisemitic.

“The definition of antisemi-
tism has gotten so distorted
recently, with Oct. 7 and the
starvation of Gaza,” said junior
Emerson Makuta. “People per-
ceive criticizing Israel as anti-
semitism when that’s not the
case. [The executive order is]
focusing on college campuses
where a lot of pro-Palestinian
protests have been happening.
And that is not antisemitism.
That is protest and freedom of
eech, which is our constitu-

ight.”
ionally, the Trump ad-
on has slashed fund-
“ y of the schools it

s not complied with
ive order, including
University and Co-

University.

vard has sued the Trump
administration for cutting $2.2
billion in funding, stating that
the cuts to research are unre-
lated to antisemitism, and thus
violate the First Amendment
right to freedom of speech and
disobey congressional proce-
dures to cut perceived discrim-
inatory funding.

CLIMATE

Trump has produced sev-
eral executive orders relating
to climate, including one that
increases coal production
and another that reviews en-
ergy sources and Environ-
mental Protection Agency
actions to determine whether
to stop or change regulations
on them.

In Executive Order 14162,
signed Jan. 20, the U.S. also
withdrew from the Paris
Agreement, an international
treaty to keep the global tem-
perature within two degrees

Celsius of the temperature
before industrialization.
“This is [occurring] as pric-
es [for renewable energy] are
starting to come down, and

B PARTINLY OR FULLY
BLOCKED

@ (ouRT LEFT IN EFFECT
PENDING

Helen McCloskey and Naomi Kotani

NEWS WRITERS

yield a very good outcome in
the long term. It might give
a short term boost to the
economy. It might give some
ill-fated hope to people who
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as theyre starting to be af-
fordable and more prevalent,”
said freshman Jerry Hong.
“[These changes are] not very
productive, and it’s prioritiz-
ing an industry that won't

think that this is the future,
but something needs to be
done about it.”

These executive orders
could lead to growth in non-
renewable forms of energy,

such as the coal industry,
while sources of renewable
energy would be limited.

“IThe oil and coal indus-
tries will] feel more embold-
ened to keep [producing oil
and coal] when they need
to totally stop and pivot
to clean energy,” said UC
Berkeley doctoral student
Coryna Ogunseitan. “Trump
thinks it’s good to have jobs
mining coal, when it’s really
detrimental to [workers’]
personal health and environ-
mental health.”

America’s withdrawal
from the Paris Agreement
could have implications

around the globe.

“It’s not conducive to inter-
national cooperation,” Hong
said. “So even in internation-
al organizations, long-time
partners with the U.S., global
cooperation is going to break
down [with] less trust. At this
point, it’s very hard to imag-
ine that we’ll be preventing
1.5 degrees [Celsius] of aver-
age temperature increase.”

Executive Order 14260,
which calls for the review
of climate change laws and
their removal if they are
deemed unconstitutional,
explicitly mentioned Califor-
nia’s Cap-and-Trade program,
which limits greenhouse gas
emissions for businesses in
the state.

ARAGONOUTLOOK
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Aragon teacher Gibbons retires after 26 years

Claire Dong
NEWS WRITER

After 26 years at Aragon,
Michael Gibbons, Educational
Specialist and social studies
teacher, is preparing to retire,
leaving behind a legacy of quiet
advocacy, sharp wit and unwav-
ering support for students.

Gibbons didn’t start out
as a teacher. In fact, his first
career was in restaurants,
where he worked as a chef.

“I got tired of complain-
ing about the world and not
doing anything about it,”
Gibbons said. “I had friends
who were teachers and they
talked me into trying it. So
I began as an instructional
assistant in the classroom in
the East Bay, and then I got
my credential in my late 30s.”

Since then, Gibbons has
mainly taught U.S. History
and Economics, always with
a focus on making education
relevant and meaningful.

“The point is to give stu-
dents tools to deal with the
world,” Gibbons said. “The
curriculum shouldn'’t exist in

the vacuum. That’s not how I
teach it and that’s not how I
think it should be taught. It
should be taught as a way to
get students to engage with
what’s happening now, what
they're

He’s also understanding and
caring towards his students.

“I don’t take things per-
sonally,” Gibbons said. “If a
student swears or walks in
it's not about me —

upset,

said. “Sometimes, he’ll pull
one of us outside to talk and
help us with our problems.”
Social Studies teacher Car-
lo Corti, who has co-taught
Government and Economics
with Gibbons

going to
be inher-
iting and
the world
they're
going to
be walk-
ing in.”
Gib-
bons is
known
not only

for his
sarcastic and witty attitude,
but also his different teach-
ing style.

“Our class is structured in
a way where we never learn
the full implications of an
event,” said junior Sophie
Rayes. “Instead we have to do
outside research if we really
want to know. It really makes
us think deeply about every-
thing and think about the
full picture.”

it's about what they're going
through. You have to talk to
them, check in, pull them
aside. They need to feel like
someone cares.”

Gibbons’ co-teaching mod-
el also allows him to build
stronger individual relation-
ships with students.

“Gibbons co-teaches my
class, which means that he
has more time to talk with the
students one-on-one,” Rayes

for the past
four years,
said this deep
sense of care
has always de-

| league.
“He never
up on
people,” Corti
said. “He is
100% in to
help kids suc-
ceed in a way that is really ad-
mirable. It comes from a deep
reservoir of kindness he has.”
Gibbons is also known for
his quiet advocacy. In addi-
tion to teaching, he served
as Special Education Depart-
ment Chair, a role that often
kept him behind the scenes.
“He checks in on how stu-
dents are doing,” Corti said.
“He also has one-on-one con-
versations with teachers to

see how they can help a stu-
dent and give feedback. He
also works with counselors
to try to get the best possible
schedules and placements
for students.”

Corti described Gibbons’
retirement as bittersweet.

“I'm sad,” Corti said. “I'm
losing a partner, I'm losing a
friend, at least at school. He
does a lot of things for stu-
dents and for the school that
don’t always get seen and
recognized. He has incred-
ible responsibilities that he
has to deal with at the time,
and the school is losing a
huge fountain of knowledge
that’s gonna be really hard
to replace.”

In his next chapter, Gib-
bons plans to travel, includ-
ing a month-long trip to Italy.
But even as he steps away
from teaching, his message
for students remains clear.

“They need to challenge
the way things are,” Gibbons
said. “They should not accept
things if they don’t believe
they're right. They need to do
something about it.”

Aragon jazz musicians take on the Big Apple

Ellie Blakely
NEWS WRITER

From May 7-11, five Aragon
students attended the Essen-
tially Ellington High School
Jazz Festival with the Stanford
Jazz Workshop Miles Ahead Big
Band. The group was one of 30
high school jazz bands from
throughout the world to be se-
lected for the festival, which is
run by the famous Jazz at Lin-
coln Center Orchestra and is re-
vered by jazz professionals.

“[People] consider this par-
ticular festival to be the Super
Bowl of high school jazz festi-
vals,” said MABB director Mi-
chael Galisatus.

Part of the festival’s pres-
tige comes from the participa-
tion of famous jazz musician
Wynton Marsalis.

“Anybody who's relatively big
in any big band scene knows
Wyn Marsalis because he leads
the Jazz at Lincoln Center or-
chestra, which is essentially the
most prestigious big band in the
entire world,” said senior alto
saxophonist Dominic Kudzia.

Because of the festival’s repu-
tation, the MABB members did
not expect to be selected, and
many were pleasantly surprised
to find out about their success.

“It seems like a far away
thing to go to New York and play
at this festival with bands from
across the U.S. [and] ... interna-
tional bands,” said sophomore
and baritone saxophonist Eliza-
beth Yuan. “Iwas very excited ...
[and] shocked.”

At the festival, the bands only
played music by Duke Ellington,
a famous jazz musician and com-
poser, as a way to pay homage to
Ellington’s contributions to jazz
and to focus on more traditional
jazz music.

“[The Essentially Ellington
Festival] brings in the best
young musicians to carry on
the legacy of playing music
from the past,” Kudzia said.

“And that’s sort of the whole
idea of this festival, espe-
cially since we're playing the
music of Duke Ellington ...
[who is such a] well known
composer and probably one
of, if not the largest driving
force of jazz.”

However, playing Ellington’s
music presented the band with
some unique challenges.

“Wynton’s idea was to ex-
pose high school students to
the music of Duke Ellington
and to have them perform it as
authentically as possible,” Gal-
isatus said. “So that’s the chal-
lenge of the music, is to make
it sound authentic, to make it
sound like Ellington’s band.”

Making the music sound
authentic to Duke Ellington’s
style requires both precision
and adaptability.

“There’s  certain stylistic
inthe

nuances ...

way that each person plays
and breathes and phrases
within their sections and
within the record-
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e iy 3t was: compettitivee, it was

ings of these songs that you
really have to focus [on],”
Kudzia said. “And it’s natural

. for stuff that takes place
on the recording to not be
written out in the [sheet mu-
sic]. So you just have to hear
that and then adapt it into
your playing even though it’s
not written out specifically
for you.”

Despite the many chal-
lenges of playing Ellington’s
music, the bands that par-
ticipated in the festival were
highly talented and per-
formed their music well, ac-
cording to the attendees.

“Every single band I heard
was insanely good,” said
sophomore and baritone

O f‘-‘ W ,“

“That was really cool to see,
because I've probably never
listened to that many bands
in one spot that sounded that
good. All the soloists were re-
ally good and [it was] great to
be exposed to such [a] high
level of musicianship.”

The bands competed against
one another and were judged
by professional jazz musicians.
While the MABB was not cho-
sen to move to the second
round of competition, many
still viewed the festival as a
positive experience because of
the friendly atmosphere.

“It was a competition, but
it was more friendship-ori-
ented,” Galisatus said. “There
was so much camaraderie
among the students and the
directors. So even though

really more of an oppor-
tunity for students to get
to know each other ... and
create lifelong friends.”

Following the festival
in New York, the focus
for the Miles Ahead Big
Band is now auditions for
the 2025-26 school year,
and eventually, return-
ing to the Essentially El-
lington Festival.
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allcove is a youth drop-in center

for ages 12-25 to take a moment

of pause. Youth can hang out

and access a range of services

that include:

e Mental health.
e Physical health.
e Substance use.

L ]

Peer support.
Family support.

Supported education
and employment.
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Chicago: a show with
jazzy style and flair

Christine Choi
NEWS WRITER

On May 16, Aragon’s Ad-
vanced Drama Program per-
formed in Chicago, a musical
satire on the Roaring Twenties.
Centered around women in Chi-
cago who have killed their hus-
bands, the musical focuses on
two women in particular: Vel-
ma Kelly, played by Samantha
Green, and Roxie Hart, played
by Sophie Rayes. The audience
follows these women on their
journey through the legal sys-
tem to find fame.

Chosen by this year’s direc-
tor, senior Andrew McColl, all
students in the advanced drama
class are required to partici-
pate in the show, whether it be
through the technical team or
by being an actor in the show.

“Every year, we elect some-
one to be our director and
[they] direct the whole musi-
cal, so [they] get to choose
whatever [they] want,” said ju-
nior Neeha Kumar, who played
Liz Minnelli. “Of course we
can talk to [them], and we in-
fluence [their] decisions a little
bit, and we all agree that Chi-
cago will be different.”

In terms of differences from
past shows, Chicago explores
mature themes such as corrup-
tion, fame and media control
through unique costuming and
historical accuracy.

“The costuming is definite-
ly mature, but it’s classy, and
there’s a red and black theme
to it,” said junior Ash Caballa-
ro, who played Mona Lipschitz
in the show. “It stands out
from other plays because it
looks very dark.”

Chicago was the last show
Aragon Drama performed in
this year. Like many other final
Aragon Drama shows, it was
one night only, and there was
little time to prepare.

“There’s a lot of work and
not that much time,” Kumar
said. “It’s stressful because it’s
just another thing added on to
my schedule: I have to remem-
ber to practice these dances
and then know how to do

them perfectly on the night of
the show.”

For future student-led musi-
cals, Aragon Drama is consid-
ering changing the one-day-
only tradition.

“It's normally one night and
that’s always the way it's been
since it's supposed to be a mini
musical,” Kumar said. “But [ad-
vanced drama students] want it
to be at least two nights, so we're
gonna see if our teacher can
make that happen.”

Chicago started out with
the cast posing in front of a
red lit backdrop with bars,
revealing only their silhou-
ettes. The musical began with
the song “All that Jazz” and
featured many other songs,
including “We Both Reached
for the Gun,” which was made
popular on social media.

Many audience members be-
lieved the show was a success.

“They did a wonderful, won-
derful job,” said audience mem-
ber Sugei Arevalo. “ I couldn't
believe it was just directed by
the students.”

Despite the worries about the
mature themes of Chicago, audi-
ence members believed it was
just that which made the show
stand out from others.

“I thought it was really
good, shocking at some points,
but overall it was a great pro-
duction,” said senior Natasha
Efron. “It stood out in [the way]
that it was more risque com-
pared to past shows, but over-
all, the quality was similar to
past mini musicals.”

For other audience mem-
bers, Chicago’s jazzy style
and flair were what stood out
the most.

“I really loved the sing-
ing and the choreography, it
was really funny and engag-
ing,” said freshman audience
member Chloe Lim. “It was
different from other shows,
it was more jazzy. It wasn't
like the other past musicals
like Sister Act.”

Aragon Drama will be per-
forming their next musical in
fall 2026. Specific details on the
show are yet to be determined.
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Thurman visits Aragon for New Trades CTE program

Ellen Li
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On April 30, California
State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction Tony Thurman
visited Aragon to ask ques-
tions about the Career Tech-
nical Education Engineering
Technology Trade Multi-Craft
Core Curriculum Program at
Aragon for National Appren-
ticeship Day. The program,
led by Engineering Technol-
ogy teacher Arron Apperson,
aims to prepare students to
join a construction appren-
ticeship program after high
school and gives hands-on
training. It is the first of its
kind in the district.

“Right now we have a bill,
[Assembly Bill 821], in the legis-
lature that would provide more
funding for schools to have a
hands-on lab, for students to
learn about opportunities and
trades,” Thurman said. “We
think about robotics and [Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineer-
ing, Art and Math] all the time.
We're trying to get a computer
science graduation require-
ment in this state. We want our
students to have access to all
the great careers that exist.”

Superintendent Randall
Booker, Jennifer Jacobson, San
Mateo Union High School Dis-
trict Board Trustee, Queenie
Hua, Career Technical Educa-
tion and Career Coordinator,
Bart Pantoja, San Mateo

“We've gone on a lot of
field trips, which I like do-
ing,” said senior Brandon Lo-
pez. “We get to meet a lot of
people who show us how the
job can be in real life.”

“We put a lot of time into
doing this, but I think there’s
just so much that students
learn from this about collabo-
ration and leadership,” Rich-
ter said. “We start off on the

computer, and then even-

County Building and

tually build it into the
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Health Administration)]
10 card, and theyll [know]
first aid and [cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation], which al-
lows them to go on to work
sites and start working.”

The students explained
what they are learning and
why the program is important.

Members of Aragon Ro-
botics, senior Adam Richter,
senior Rocco Lamberti and
junior George Tao, spoke
about Aragon Robotics’ pro-
gram, the competition this
year and demonstrated the
robot and its functions.

Booker discussed the
expanding CTE programs
and how many people are
working to promote CTEs, in-
cluding instructors, union rep-
resentatives, students, faculty
and staff.
“That’s how you make it
work with this collaborative

teamwork and real interest
and belief that when we talk
about this well-rounded stu-
dent, were not just talking
about [Advanced Placement]
courses or Visual and Perform-
ing Arts,” Booker said. “We
want students to have these
kinds of opportunities too, to
find themselves, find their in-
terests, find their passions.”

Hua shared how other
schools attempted to start this
program but failed, but the
program at Aragon managed
to survive.

“It happened to be the right
time, the right piece, the right
passion and the support of the
district and the board;” Hua
said. “We truly believe that
it is important and given the
recent corporate climate,
job stability, tuition-hiking,
students [need to] evaluate
whether they have other bet-
ter options. By having this pro-
gram at the high school level,
we save students a lot of effort,
a lot of time.”

The program is expanding
from one to two classes next
year at Aragon. Apperson and
Hua are helping other schools
in the district start the pro-
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TONY THURMAN

Ellen Li
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

What happens if federal grant money
stops flowing to California schools?

It would be about an eight bil-
lion dollar loss in funding. I'm part
of a lawsuit that blocks cutting
the federal funding and the courts
have already held an injunction
against the President’s executive
orders to cut the federal funds. So
right now, the federal funding is
protected and were working with
Congress to make sure that they
don'’t vote to close the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

What do you think about ethnic stud-
ies not becoming a formal graduation
requirement statewide as anticipated?

It is still a graduation requirement,
but the implementation of that require-
ment is in question because it hasn't
been fully funded by the State of Cali-
fornia. The government budget didn't
propose any money in it [this year].
Unless the May budget adds money
for implementing ethnic studies, that
requirement is in question. I think
that’s a problem. Students should have
a chance to learn about their heritage
and the contributions that their ances-
tors have made to the state.

What can the State Department of Edu-
cation do to make sure students aren’t
targeted by the federal government for
having critical opinions that should be
protected by the First Amendment?

We are sponsoring a lot of legisla-
tion that will push back on the federal
government. For starters, we have a
bill called SP48 that says there should
be no [Immigration and Customs
Enforcement]-style immigration en-
forcement on school campuses, and
that bill is in the Senate right now. We
know that many of our students in the
state have parents who are undocu-
mented immigrants, and the disrup-
tion from ICE causes students to have
challenges academically and socially,
which could cost us money because
the way our schools are funded is
based on our daily attendance. When
there are threats of deportation and
people don't show up to school, that
suppresses attendance and revenue.

Some estimate that we can lose $150
million just in revenue alone. We've
signed on five lawsuits that say schools
are within their rights to talk about di-
versity, equity and inclusion, and that
schools shouldn't be threatened ... We
think that the president is usurping
the rights of Congress with what he’s
doing, but we've had to go to the courts
to block those executive orders, and
we'll continue to do that.

Are you willing to go into federal custo-
dy if they start arresting state executive
branch officers?

Yeah, I've said that before. The
president can come and get me. I'm
elected by the people. That’s who
I answer to. I don't have any fears
that are gonna make me not do my
job, and were defying these execu-
tive orders. We are continuing to say
that we will support our LGBTQ+ stu-
dents, that we will support transgen-
der athletes, that we will stand up for
the individual rights and freedoms of
our students to go to school and not
experience any kind of harassment
or discrimination. California law pro-
tects our schools, and we're standing
on those laws. It’s sad that the presi-
dent’s executive order is threatening
people because that’s not a conducive
environment to learning. We want
to encourage [students] to continue
learning civics and being involved in
the community and learning another
language. We want them to improve

their reading and their math and
we're providing resources to do that,
and even though these executive or-
ders have created so much havoc, our
message is that our kids still have to
get an education. We can't let these
disruptions be a distraction.

What are your plans for the future
and the rest of your term?

I'm a declared candidate to run
for governor in the election in 2026.
I see so many similarities between
the job I'm doing now and the job of
governor to protect education and
fund education, but I also want to
deal with how we address the home-
lessness issues in our state. We have
240,000 homeless students in our
state and 10,000 of them are unac-
companied minors who are on their
own who don't have a place to stay.
I have a bill this year that would
build housing subsidies for home-
less youth and I'm working to build
affordable housing. I have a bill that
would help our school districts build
housing for teachers and classified
staff and other police and nurses.
Our schools have surplus property.
We can build two million units by
the year 2030, just by building on
that surplus property. Those are the
kinds of things that I made my plat-
form on: [to] build housing, address
homelessness, improve education,
health care and mental health ser-
vices for the people of our state.
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City concern: cell towers

Meilin Rife, Darshan Bal
and Emma Shen
FEATURES AND NEWS EDITORS

In fall 2023, nurse and San
Mateo resident Irena Ma-
vridis received a letter from
the city informing her that
a cell tower would be built
within 500 feet of her home,
and that there would only be
a five-day period from that
point to appeal the decision.

Small cell facilities are
small radio antennas at-
tached to utility poles that
are used as a way to deliver
5G mobile service. Mavridis’
contention is that these fa-
cilities are not used for cell
coverage, but rather wireless
broadband internet — a ser-
vice that provides WiFi wire-
lessly using radio waves. This,
she holds, can be achieved
through alternative tech-
nologies such as fiber-optic
internet, therefore render-
ing small cell facilities futile.

Mavridis thus founded a
volunteer advocacy group,
No Cell Outs, along with fel-
low San Mateo residents Lind-
say Raike and Kelly Ryerson,
garnering hundreds of sup-
porters to raise funds for an
attorney and petition the city.
Since its formation, No Cell
Outs has successfully can-
celled the installations of 130
cell towers throughout

ing one of the proposed loca-
tions was still near a school.

“This is a place where
there are children who play
from 7:30 a.m. until 3 p.m.,
pretty much every day,” said
Quincey Grieves, Head of
School at St. Matthew’s. “[It’s
also] the sacred space of the
church ... The proximity of
[the cell tower] was concern-
ing, and there was another
option that would be a greater
distance from the school.”

San Mateo City Hall held a
public hearing on March 12 to
hear appeals from residents,
resulting in the Sustainably
and Infrastructure Commis-
sion voting 4-1 to reject the
application. This decision
was based on the contention
that the proposed location
was not the “least obtrusive”
possible, as mandated by
the San Mateo Design Stan-
dards. Levels of obtrusion
can be assessed based on ap-
pearance, size and location.

The permit was changed so
the cell facility would instead
be built across the street from
St. Matthews and closer to
more businesses. However,

permits that had been sub-
mitted prior to the guideline
change remained judged by
theolder, less strict guidelines.

“There were several appli-
cations that had come in just
before the new ordinance was
passed, and the community
was really irked by that,” Nash
said. “They said, ‘Oh, they just
shoved them all [at] the end,
under the wire.” Yeah, if they
were a good business, that’s
what they would do if they
thought the new ordinance
was stricter than the old
one, so they did totally their
prerogative. That’s when the
appeals started happening.”

One of these applications
was for a cell tower to be
installed at 721 Edgewood
Road, which Crown Castle
had submitted in October
2024. When the appeal hear-
ing was held on March 26,
the Commission voted 4-0 to
deny the appeal and uphold
the application, based on
the grounds that it complied
with the original ordinance.

The City of San Mateo is
subject to federal law, which
prevents the city from regu-
lating small cell facilities
on the basis of the radio
emissions that they emit.
However, the city does have
the power to regulate “the
time, place, manner and
aesthetics of small cells.”

Although the aesthetics
of these cell tower installa-
tions were the only

San Mateo — most aspect that op-
recently one in ponents could
close proximity to contest, the
Saint Matthew’s primary
Episcopal Day concerns
School and stemmed
Thle RPenilri— from poten-
Zu a erge?ciré- tial associated

health risks.

ment home.
After persis-
tent comments
from the commu-
nity, the city estab-
lished stricter guidelines
for these facilities in No-

vember 2024, which

residential units and other
structures and zones. It made
applying for small cell facility
applications more restrictive,
outlining limits on the height
of small cell facilities, requir-
ing shrouding and that all
wiring be done underground.
The new ordinance was mod-
eled after the City of Encini-
tas, which adopted a similar-
ly restrictive policy in 2019.
“One of the reasons we
wanted to update the ordi-
nance was because the origi-
nal one was very long, very
cumbersome, required a lot
of steps and things could fall
through the cracks,” said Lisa
Diaz Nash, one of the San Ma-
teo City Council members.
“We've just introduced the
ordinance, and since [then],
there have been no new small
cell tower applications
when you're doing your cost-
benefit analysis, it’s prob-
ably cheaper to go put in
a small cell tower in San
Carlos than in San Mateo.”
The aforementioned
approved application
for the cell facility from
cell provider Crown Castle,
though, was submitted be-
fore these new regulations
had gone into effect, mean-

in- ¢ -
cluded prohibiting placement mors, especially the malig-
non-cancer illnesses and ail-
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“We
neurosurgeon
our group who
said, ‘I work with

[have] a
in

patients with glioblasto-
mas, and this radiation is,
in fact, linked to brain tu-

”

ments,” Mavridis said. “How-
ever, the science is inconclu-
sive about the health effects of
high-frequency radio waves.”
The Federal Communica-
tions Commission controls
guidelines that dictate the
safety of cell towers and
other cell facilities. It’s these
guidelines that prohibit
state and local governments,
like San Mateo, from control-
ling the permitting of cell fa-
cilities based on health risks.
In 2021, the Environmen-
tal Health Trust, an organi-
zation that argues that 5G is
harmful to people’s health,
challenged the FCC over its
1996 guidelines for radiofre-
quency exposure. The Dis-
trict of Columbia Court of Ap-
peals found that the FCC did
not have sufficient evidence
backing up its guidelines.
As of right now, there is
no coalition of experts ac-
tively speaking out against
the FCC'’s radiation standards,
but as the D.C. Court of Ap-
peals writes, “the silence of
other expert agencies, how-
ever, does not constitute a
reasoned explanation” to dis-
regard the EHT’s concerns.
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Un-free education

Ceylon Liu
FEATURES WRITER

In his first 100 days as presi-
dent, Trump has threatened to
revoke a combined $12 billion
in government funding from
some of the top American uni-
versities. The money at stake
comes most often in the form of
grants that go towards valuable
research that includes cancer
research, drug testing and more.

On March 20, Trump issued
an Executive Order calling for
the end of the Department of
Education, a federal agency that
is primarily responsible for the
management of the Free Appli-
cation for Federal Student Aid
program that provides prospec-
tive and current college stu-
dents with grants, work-study
programs, loans and more.
The largest impact this depart-
ment’s dismantlement would
likely bring would be on Title I
schools and funds allocated for
the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act because the fund-
ing for both are
currently man-
aged and distrib-
uted by the ED.

Addition-
ally, Trump has
attacked educa-
tion in the form of
threats to top uni-
versities. On March
7, Trump threatened
to withdraw $400
million from Colum-
bia, and on April 11, his
administration sent a letter to
Harvard with various demands
should they wish to maintain a
“financial relationship with the
government.” Trump’s reason-
ing has been broad, but he has
claimed that universities have
fostered antisemitism on their
campuses. However, Trump
has also vocally been against
policies encouraging diversity,
equity and inclusion policies
— policies that many of the
top universities currently be-
ing targeted have implemented
in the past. In late March, Co-
lumbia University gave in to
Trump's demands, including
improved internal security and
formally adopting a definition
of antisemitism on campus.

“[These grants are] fund-
ing things like cancer research
that are really beneficial for the
American public,” said junior
Erin Finn. “[Trump is] putting
these programs at risk. If [uni-
versities have] to pour all of their
money into these research pro-
grams in order to keep them go-

ing, then they're going to have to
remove money from things like
art programs and extracurricu-
lars that are really what helps
make the [college] experience for
a lot of people. I'm worried about
things like band programs and
‘less important’ research topics.
They all have value, but you have
to think about what will be prior-
itized if this [grant] money is cut.”

Harvard has refused to com-
ply with the demands Trump
has outlined for the university.
In retaliation, Trump threat-
ened to revoke the university’s
tax-exempt status. Harvard
has since filed a lawsuit argu-
ing that the Trump administra-
tion’s attempts to freeze their
research funding if they fail to
comply with demands violates
the university’s First Amend-
ment rights to free speech.

“On the surface, [Trump’s ac-
tions] seem like an overreach of
power,” said Johnathan Felder,
Advanced Standing Modern
World History teacher. “ The idea
that a university is able
to have its own
principles, stand
by those and
pursue them,
makes a lot of
sense because
theyre basi-
cally indepen-
dent institu-

Under Trump’s new
policy, the share of Na-
tional Institute of Healt
funding for university

medical research grants

AS%h=2 18%

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH

tions. Mandating [demands],
and backing them with threats is
a fairly hostile and pretty unpro-
ductive approach and it’s more
likely to just lead to conflict.”
Harvard’s response sets a
precedent for other universi-
ties: should they not want to,
they do not have to give in
to the threats of the Trump
administration in order to
keep their federal funding.
While Trump makes efforts
to suppress academic freedom
through his threats and de-
mands, the repercussions of
these actions are still unknown.
The cutting of research
would harm more than just uni-
versities and those conducting
the research and students may
have concerns about pursuing
higher education in the future.
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NOAH SHEFER: AEROSPACE ENGINEERING

Whal led you o decide on this path?
When [National Aeronautics and Space Administration] landed a rover on Mars i'l\L years ago, | was watching it and I thought it was very cool. And I de-
cided that I wanted to do something similar to that. [I also found] what Spac ing right now with the reusable rockets and landing massive rockets and
their whole Starlink and NASA’s Artemis program [very mspnms7

How did you decide on your major and then California Polytechnic St}te University, |

San Luis Obispo specifically?
I've always wanted to do cngmurino I'm a very math and science person. [ dirfiwht aerospace was
always the coolest of the engineering [dlsupllnts] For Cal Poly, Ijust loygAt. E\'u"vont S re-

allv nice, great weather. [ l()\’L the \'1b(. -
/ k /

-

-
Whal experiences have you had relaled lo your major so far?
Sailing, teghnicatly. Sails are basically wings and [they involve] aerodynamics and
deag and all that stuff. [I do sailing in] Redwood City and all around the Bay Area
on different types of boats. I've learned about how aerodynamics works,
how airplanes work and how you can adjust the shape of the wi ng to get
better pcrformance. Cal Poly has a club team and I'm going to be
competing on it.

&
0*11\' ELATION®
TERNATIONAL R

I've always loved to travel. From the moment I was on a plane at two months old moving to France, I [had] the travel bug, Studying abroad in new places
enables you to really gain a new understanding of the world ... T had such a good experience the first time I did a summer study abroad. It was such a liberating
experience. It really shifted how I looked at high school and college. It made me very much capable of being independent and operating by myself.

Why did you choose Prague and Buenos Aires?
I chose Prague because I've always adored that part of Europe. I felt like Prague might teach me more in terms of doing something really different, and
the logic was the same for Buenos Aires, as it was much further out of my comfort zone because it’s in South America, a continent I haven’t been on.

Why did you choose internalional relalions?

Currcntly I am declared as political science, but I will likcly be studying international relations, or political science with a focus on international
relations ... I love people and I love the human perspective. | really want to do work towards human rights, not only in the U.S. but globally. I want to
do whatever I can to enable people to live fully and to have equal opportunity.

INTERIOR DESIGN
/

Whal made you choose interior design?
[ have always loved simulation games. AndT, asakid, really loved decorating and playing video games,
like Animal Crossing and Happy Home Designer. I played [these games] probably three times over, but
it was only until last year that I realized that was a job that I could do. And then I saw the poster for
the interior design class this year, so I'm taking the class right now ... At one point [my interest in art]
was fashion design, then it cultivated into interior design.

Did others around you influence your decisions and how did they reacl? 4
[My mom has] always influenced my passion for the arts, because, [when [ was] young, she [encour- =
aged] me to draw ... I only applied to about six colleges, and the two that I was really interested in were 4
[Savannah College of Art and Design,] and [Rhode Island School of Design] because my mom went
there ... When I told [my dad] I'm going into interior design, my dad immediately went, ‘yeah, that’s
the thing that makes most sense for you.’

AUDREY WANG ANNA HE
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THOMAS WILLIAMS: BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

Whal are your plans after high school?

Iam planning on going to the University of Toronto in Canada ... I got into this co-op business program, [where] I have a guaranteed job sopho-
more [and] junior year that pays about 70 thousand working at companies like Google or [Bank of Montreal] ... I'm going to be doing practical
[economics] business management, and I'm also planning on dual majoring in biomedical engineering,

Why did you choose business?
My dad and my brother both have chronic hand conditions that prevent them from living their best lives. My dad,
. from playing volleyball when he was younger, and my brother from playing video games. I thought from a young
» age [that] T want to help them live their lives to the fullest. And that gotinto the realm of: “Star Wars, The Em-

pire Strikes Back” [where] Luke got his hand cut off, and then he got a new one, and it was perfect ... T was just
transfixed at that moment [and] I was like, “I want to do prosthetics.” Then I started thinking about the business
side of it, and getting more pragmatic as I got older ... And so I went into business because it is one of the only
professions that actually lets you retire young,

FELIX MA

FASHION-BUSINESS MANAGEMENT

What led you o majoring in fashion business monogement"
[ was always interested in fashion ... One of my amllv members, my aunt, is a very blo g person in the fashion mulustrv espe-
side, and I've been very inspired by her, and 1 just really Jut avitated towards fashion all my life.

How did other people around you react?

Going to fashion school and lgamino about a spuiﬁu thing in the arts is unorthodox, and it’s not the t\’plLdl u)llwc path
people would imagine, but my family was very supportive of me. My friends were really proud of me, so I'm really olad that
had supp(nt But, whm [ tell PL()P'L that I'm going to fashion school, thL\ ssume it’s ninstead of a career, but it’s ally

and that there’s someone that has to do the ]()b behind the passion to gear it towards wider audiences.
s somd)()d\ W ho has to do th(. busmus in th(. ar ts t() make 1t intoa fumtmnmo em. lt S 1mpo1t nt that [ do this as

w**‘

Fashion Instit '\,

I'm very passionate about fashion because I can see things ﬁ'om 8l widel p€rsp€ctive.
ﬁ of Technology

COURTESY OF MANA EUNO o«

NAVEEN SCHWARZKOPT:
MUSIC

Whal are your plans affter high school?

I'm going to Harvard and attending the joint studies program with Harvard University and Berklee School of Music, [whichis] a conservatory of music in Boston. The joint studies program is
where you are a full time student at Harvard [where] you can major in whatever you'd like ... And while you're at Harvard, you [can] take classes at Berklee School of Music ... So you're getting a
taste of that conservatory experience at Berklee while still being astudent at Harvard ... I plan on trying out more things and seeing if any other academic subject interests me.

Whal led you lo this decision?

I don’t know what I want to explore, what I want to major in or study in academics, and I don’t really know what I want to study in music. I'm a jazz
saxophone player. But I also play piano, I play a bit of guitar, I sing and I want to get more into songwriting and audio production. So 'have a lot of interest
in academics and a lot of interest in music. So Harvard, being liberal arts, and having amazing opportunities in academics gives me the most opportunities
to explore all those different areas and see what T like. And Berklee School of Music is the biggest conservatory in the world. There’s 6000 kids all playing
music, so they have so many different possibilities of musical study, like music therapy and music history and all kinds of really niche stuff that you can’t get
anywhere else. So I like the fact that both of those institutions offer a very large breadth of study for me to explore.

Why nol be a professional musician?
It’s certainly not an easy career to make a living out of. The people I know that are pursuing that are just doing it because they love it so much that thcy
would just be miserable if they did anything else. And I'm not that kind of a person ... As someone that is interested in a lot of different things, I'm not

sure if I have enough dedication to just focus on music specifically and ignore all my other interests.
COURTESY OF
NAVEEN SCHWARZKOPF
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The dire issue is not wolves: reviving extinct animals

Zack Li
FEATURES WRITER

Their names are Romulus
and Remus: the story-tale twin
brothers who founded the
millennia-enduring  empire
of Rome. But they are the last
thing one would expect: a pair
of snow-white pups, already
measuring almost 80 pounds,
about 25% larger than the av-
erage wolf pup at only seven
months old. Their howls are the
first howls of the dire wolf to
break the silence of over 13,000
years of extinction.

In April, Colossal, a Dallas-
based biotechnology company,
publicized their birthing of Ro-
mulus, Remus and their four-
month-old sister Khaleesi from
grey wolf surrogates. Colossal
insists that they are not creat-
ing one-to-one genetic copies of
dire wolves. Using CRISPR gene
editing technology to isolate
and tweak certain grey wolf
genes, the company has cre-
ated modified grey wolves that
will live in the same habitat and
hunt the same prey as the dire
wolf did. While it may be just
an opportunity for scientists to
play God with the idea of fan-
tasy television series “Game of
Thrones™-inspired beasts, the
science has serious implica-

tions in fields of environmen-
tal conservation. The company
plans to do the same with the
woolly mammoth and the
dodo, emphasizing the poten-
tial of these species in restoring
biodiversity to their previous
habitats.

The premise is certainly
promising — in the Arctic,
woolly mammoths and dire
wolves were once keystone
species, species that have a sig-
nificant positive effect on their
ecosystems  disproportionate
to their population size. For
instance, the mammoths’ tram-
pling behavior allowed for a
more diverse host of grasses to
sprout in the flattened patches
while also tightly packing to-
gether snow to keep the perma-
frost from thawing and releas-
ing the carbon trapped in the
frozen decay.

However, it’s unlikely we can
even sustain a healthy and in-
dependent population of mam-
moths or dire wolves. Our cur-
rent ecosystems are a far cry
from the Ice Age biomes they
thrived in over 12,000 years
ago, and introducing new spe-
cies to an ecosystem requires
delicate planning that rarely
results in a healthier ecosys-
tem. For example, the carefully
monitored return of the grey
wolf to Yellowstone National

Park in 1995 is heralded as a
wildly successful conservation
effort. The reintroduction of an
apex predator restored the eco-
system’s biodiversity through
a chain reaction of trophic
interactions. However, many
other well-intentioned species
introductions, such as the cane
toad to Australia in the 1930s
and the Asian carp to the Great
Lakes in the 1970s, spelled ruin
as the species became invasive
and began to overrun the local
ecosystems, threatening native
species by outcompeting them
for resources. Whether or not
these long-extinct species will
be welcomed back as pests or
saviors is still unclear.
Furthermore, our capacity to
protect revived populations is
also dubious, considering the
current scale of conservation eft
forts. Colossal recognizes that
well over 30,000 species go ex-
tinct every year, and it's com-
mon knowledge that many of
these extinctions are and will be
caused by human activity. Focus-
ing on species revival as a one-
size-fits-all conservation solution
will only act as a treatment for
the symptoms of the issue, not
the cause of human disturbance.
These are just a few con-
cerns with the techno-opti-
mism sparked by the revival

technology used to bring forth
Romulus and Remus, which
presents itself as a tempting
technological Band-Aid to the
scars we have inflicted upon
ecosystems worldwide. Howev-
er, there are still many reason-
able applications to this kind
of technology. For species that
have only recently gone extinct,
reviving them in the context
of existing habitat restoration
and conservation efforts will
provide second chances that
are concretely backed. In fact,
this was explored back in 2003;
Celia, the last Pyrenean ibex,
died in 2000, and scientists
implanted DNA from her cell
samples into the eggs of domes-
tic goats. Tragically, the only
ibex that was successfully born
died three minutes later from
a common symptom of animal
cloning — lung collapse.

But the return of the dire
wolf is still an assuring testa-
ment to the feasibility and po-
tential of revival techniques.
Like the grey wolf surrogate
used to birth the pups, con-
servation organization Revive
and Restore has used surrogate
cloning with much success in
restoring the endangered
black-footed
ferret

population. Their first clone,
birthed from a domestic ferret
surrogate, Elizabeth Ann, be-
came a mother to two in June
2024, marking history for con-
servational biotechnology.

Similar to how Colossal
changed the gene for fur color
in grey wolves to white for the
dire wolf, scientists have iso-
lated genes in coral that are
responsible for heat tolerance.
Coral is especially sensitive to
changes in temperature and
the heatresistant coral devel-
oped in 2020 could be the next
step to undoing the effects of
climate change.

Although reviving extinct
species is an exciting topic of
the present, our focus should
be on preventing more human
mistakes from causing envi-
ronmental harm as of now and
leave the extinct past to the
eventual future when we are to

undo our mistakes.

LILLIAN HUANG

The unjust detention of Mahmoud Khalil

Jannah Nassef'
NEWS WRITER

On March 8, U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement
agents seized pro-Palestinian
activist Mahmoud Khalil at his
home. Without a warrant or any
criminal charges, ICE agents
proceeded to throw him into
a car and threatened to arrest
Khalil's eight-month pregnant
wife, stating they were follow-
ing State Department orders.

Khalil’s green card and stu-
dent visa were revoked by Sec-
retary of State Marco Rubio,
and he was thrown into deten-
tion in Louisiana. Immigration
judge Jamee Comans ruled that
Khalil was eligible for deporta-
tion due to his presence in the

US. caus-
ing “po-
tentially
serious

foreign
policy
conse-

request for temporary release
to witness the birth of his first
child was denied.

“I'm disappointed how they
treated this man,” said fresh-
man Serena Jabri. “It's unfor-
tunate because he was trying
to promote Palestine and he
should be able to do that. If oth-
er people are able to support
Israel and get no backlash, why
should he get reprimanded?”

Comans’ ruling is problem-
atic for multiple reasons. First,
what does it mean to pose a
threat to foreign policy? Nearly
any political statement criticiz-
ing the American government
can fall under that blanket state-
ment. In this case, Khalil was a
head negotiator for Columbia
University Apartheid Divest —
a student group that attempts
to convince Columbia to divest
from Israel and calls for a cease-
fire in Palestine.

But disagreeing with the
government’s decisions should
never be a means of incarcera-
tion; those living in America,
the supposed land of the free,
should have every right to
criticize politicians and in-
stitutions, citizens or not. We
are the ones af-fected

sions, and we should be able
to criticize it to make our lives
better — not because we hate
our country, but because we
deserve to live here without
feeling the guilt of our tax
dollars funding the bombings
in Palestine and Yemen. We
should not apologize for fight-
ing for our rights. We should
not be afraid of advocating for
the thousands killed by the Is-
raeli government and occupa-
tion forces, and Palestinians
should not have to audition for
mercy. Yet, we remain afraid.

“I know someone who was
advocating and protesting for
Palestine, and [someone] held a
gun to their head for it,” said ju-
nior Rama Haddad. “And [that]
really affects the way they live
their life after that.”

The actions taken by the
government throughout this
case set an incredibly dan-
gerous precedent for our le-
gal system. It was absolutely
unnecessary for Khalil’s case
to take place in Louisiana,
especially since there is an
immigration court in New
York, where he lives, and
one can rightfully suspect it

was moved due to the higher
chance the judge would have
conservative views. Third,
one can not help but won-
der if this happened because
Mahmoud is Palestinian, and
doesn’t share opinions with
the current administration.
It's clear that the govern-
ment is trying to scare any-
one with opposing views into
silence; this oppression and
injustice against Khalil ex-
emplifies that and it is unac-
ceptable. This is not just an
attack on the pro-Palestinian
movement; it is an issue that
can affect immigration and
economic welfare.

Further, no evidence was
provided by the government
— other than Marco Rubio’s
memo, which did not cite evi-
dence of, or accuse Mahmoud
of any criminal activity, but
rather, cited the government
power to deport people for
beliefs. The memo stated that
allowing Khalil to stay in
the U.S. would threaten cur-
rent attempts to combat anti-
semitism. But supporting the
liberation of Palestine, the
rightful return of Palestin-

ian land and the end to an oc-
cupation is not antisemitic.
This has nothing to do with
hating people for their eth-
nic identity, and everything
to do with calling to an end
of a genocide.

“It’s unfair to send
someone to court ... [when
there’s] lack of evidence,”
Haddad said. “The reasoning
of making others feel uncom-
fortable [is unfair as well] be-
cause they didn'’t get to ques-
tion other people’s feelings
[towards Khalil]. There needs
to be more [understanding
of] the other side, instead of
just sending someone to a
court over assumptions.”

The hypocrisy of the U.S.
government, and the bias
against Muslims, people of
color and pro-Palestinian
voices has been made evident,
as is the attempt in silencing
those voices. This movement
will continue to advocate for
the release of Khalil, and we
will continue to pray to Al-
lah The All-Mighty to release
him, grant him patience, give
him his due justice and re-
unite him with his family.

by our govern- 54% of respond- |
ment’s deci- Since October ers think the
2023, 47,540 Pal- government
:isl:::uns were favor Israel CNN New York is the STATISTA
Since Oc- Nearly 100 peo- state with the
tober 2023, ple were arrest- most demon- ) There has been
1605 Is- ed to denounce strations within 3,236 protests
raelis have Khalil's arrest 13 months about pro-Israel
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tine jn 14 months

s of 2025,19
million Gazans
have been dis-
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rental pressures.

Dueling opinions: parents and online grades

Seona Srivastava
Features Writer
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My Canvas finally loads
and my stomach drops. A
grade I didn't expect sits there
on the screen, waiting for a re-
action. Most of us know that
feeling — the jolt of anxiety,
the scramble to remember if
we turned something in, the
sinking realization that this
number might mean more
than just points off.

But in moments like this,
knowing my parents have
access to my grades is reas-
suring. Theyre not waiting
until the end of the semester
to notice something’s wrong:
theyre already in the loop,
ready to help me figure out
where I went off track.

Some students hear “par-
ent access” and immediately
think of pressure, nagging
or a lack of privacy. However,
when used thoughtfully, real-
time grade access can create
a partnership rather than a
power struggle. Rather than
standing over their children
like a watchdog, parents can
step in as allies — checking in
without being asked and be-
ing proactive when their child
might not be.

The ideal scenario rests on
one essential element: trust.
Without it, the very access
that is meant to be helpful
could easily become a source
of stress, even inadvertently
deepening the divide between
parents and their child.

“It gets really tricky when
a student is doing well and a
parent or guardian sees the
grades and thinks it’s not high
enough,” said academic coun-
selor Erica Cerles. “Ultimately,
the answer isn't taking away
access to grades [but.rather]
addressing the deeper expec-
tations within the family unit.”

But even with these chal-
lenges, there is immense value
in allowing parents to stay
informed. According to the
National 4-H Council, 45%
of teenagers say that they at-
tempt to ignore their feelings
or isolate themselves when
dealing with mental health
issues. Whether it’s fear of dis-
appointing their parents, the
shame of not meeting expec-
tations or simply not knowing
how to ask for support, many
students try to manage on
their own.

But school isn't always
predictable. Mental health,
personal challenges, even
just a tough week, can send
our grades slipping. Waiting
for a progress report or final
grade can mean missing the
chance to fix a problem early.
When parents can see these
changes as they happen, they
can step in and help before
things spiral.

Additionally, the structure
provided by parental involve-
ment can be especially benefi-
cial for students who struggle
with organization. Parents
arent micromanaging their

work, but they’re helping stu-

dents establish routines and
maintain  organization by
helping their child create a
clear study plan, stepping in
to organize overdue assign-
ments or even by checking
in with teachers about extra
credit or missed work. For
those balancing extracur-
ricular activities, part-time
jobs or family responsibili-
ties, a timely reminder from
a parent about a due date can
make all the difference.

Instead of asking, “Why
didn’t you tell me you're failing
Spanish?” they can say “Hey,
I saw your test grade — want
to go over the material togeth-
er?” It shifts the conversation
from conflict to collaboration.
When approached with empa-
thy, grade access can strength-
en relationships.

“My_parents arent very
strict'on my grades, and they
know I try my_hardest in
school,” said senior Jessica
Raheb. “I'm actually complet-
ing my assignments, so they
have the trust in me_to keep
myself accountable.”

At thetheart of it, parents
just want their children to
succeed — whether that suc-
cess happens independently
or with their involvement.
A recent survey by the Na-
tional Parent Teacher Asso-
ciation revealed that “par-
ents want more information
gathered and shared with
them so they can be part of
the'solution supporting their
child’s mental health.”

“I'm always looking @ at
grades,” Cerles |said. “If I
see something amiss, then
[ work with the student and
the teacher. Parents can do
the same thing ... [Students]
can't just be thrown to the
wolves| to learn it on their
own ... The best path is for
a parent to be involved, but
to do that through a loving,
supportive lens. “

Parent involvement also
prepares students for real-
world accountability. Adult life
is full of oversight — whether
it's in the workplace, college
or personal finances — and
learning how to receive and
respond to feedback is an es-
sential life skill.

Just like a good coach
provides feedback on an
athlete’s performance with-
out taking control, parents
having real-time access to
their child’s grades fosters
a partnership, offering sup-
port, setting expectations
and promoting accountabil-
ity that will benefit students
long after high school. To
grow as individuals and as
a society, learning how to
navigate constant feedback
is an essential life skill.
Platforms like Canvas offer
the transparency needed to
teach responsibility while
ensuring students receive
the support they need dur-
ing tough times.

Grades aren't like the
stock market.

They shouldn't be tracked
inreal time, analyzed like fluc-
tuations in the NASDAQ com-
posite or cause havoc when
they dip by 0.2%. Yet platforms
such as Canvas have turned
academic performance into a
24/7 surveillance mechanism.
While some argue that this
helps students stay account-
able, it infantilizes students,
compromising mental health
and creates a generation of
high-achieving burnouts.

Real-time grade access, sold
as.a tool for “parental involve-
ment,” blurs the line between
encouragement and control.
While | some argue it helps
students stay accountable, it
feeds into an obsessive culture
of ‘micromanagement, both
from students and_ parents.
Students, in particular, are
becoming less focused on the
process/of learning and more
fixated on the fear of disap-
pointing someone.

Additionally, according to a
study by Scientific Reports, in-
creased stress leads to height-
ened levels of dishonesty and
cheating amongst students.
Stress, in general, is frequently
attributed to external pres-
sures, particularly from par-
ents who may impose high ex-
pectations or have extremely
demanding expectations to-
ward academic success.

“My parents are a little
old-school [and] theyre im-
migrants, so they 'think ..
the teacher won't allow any
mistakes,” said senior Medha
Rakesh. “They assume the
school system is rigid.”

This experience isn't un-
common. Many students re-
port feeling as though their
academic lives' are under
constant scrutiny, where
there’s no room for mistakes,
growth or simply how ex-
hausting the end of the day
can be. The moment a grade
drops, it isn't a personal con-
cern, but a family issue.

This constant oversight
doesn't just hurt students aca-
demically — it affects their
sense of independence.

“[At first] my grades were
a little chopped, but [my par-
ents] were like, [They're] never

going to go up,” Rakesh said.
“It’s like, ‘Bro you need to stop
pestering me about it.”

For many, academic perfor-
mance is not just a reflection
of ability, but of one’s character
and discipline.

“Parents assume that if
you work hard and study a
lot, it'll be fine, which is true,”
Rakesh said. “But sometimes
a teacher sucks, or the envi-
ronment does. They can't ac-
tually see how you're doing in
school ... There are other fac-
tors ... for grades.”

But Canvas doesn't leave
room for benefit of the doubt.
Parents and their devices con-
stantly remind students of
their shortcomings. The num-
bers are always there.

“Trust is letting go of con-
trol,” said sophomore Aidan
Wong. “Parents should have
trust in their students’ aca-
demic abilities ... their honesty
and responsibility.”

This results in emotional fa-
tigue that comes with students
constantly being monitored,
especially when students
already face pressure from
honors, Advanced Placement
courses and standardized test-
ing. According to a 2020 study
in the Journal of Adolescence,
excessive parental pressure
contributed significantly to
anxiety, burnout and academ-
ic dishonesty. Constant evalu-
ation leaves little room for
failure, yet failure is where
learning happens.

‘[Parental interference is]
honestly the opposite of mo-
tivating,” Rakesh said. “I can
take care of myself. It seems
helpful, but it makes you want
to do [the opposite] of what
your parents tell you ... teen-
agers are rebellious.”

Although parents get real-
time updates through Can-
vas, these grade updates don't
show everything that accounts
for a student’s grade. It doesn't
show when a student is deal-
ing with personal struggles,
when a teacher’s grading is
inconsistent or growth and ef-
fort. These notifications and
constant surveillance promote
a data-driven reaction rather
than a human conversation,
which harms students and the
learning process.

Separating the art from the artist

Seona Srivastava
FEATURES WRITER

“I'm a little bit sleepy
tonight but when I wake
up I'm going death con 3
On JEWISH PEOPLE,” said
Kanye West in an October
2022 tweet.

That sentence — erratic,
hateful and unmistakably
dangerous — should have
been a breaking point, but
it wasn't. Kanye's music
kept streaming and his fan-

base still stayed large. His
cultural relevance, though
shaken, still endured.
Kanye West is a troubling
reminder that when it
comes to artists, society
still makes room for for-
giveness if the soundtrack
is good enough. After all, in
the words of devout Ye fans:
“he made Graduation.”
Kanye is hardly an iso-
lated case.
CONTINUED ON
ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG
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“Phenomenal” is the first
word that comes to mind
whenever I think about “Sin-
ners.” Within minutes of its
start, I was absolutely cap-
tivated, and I remained that
way for its entire run time
of two hours and seventeen
minutes, absorbing what I
can only define as a cinemat-
ic masterpiece. For the first
time in my life, this film left
me sobbing as I processed it.

“It made me feel trium-
phant,” said senior Quincy
Romero. “[At the end], my
favorite song in the whole
thing [started] playing and
I couldn'’t stop crying. I was
sitting in the movie theater
chair while people were [go-
ing] ‘time to go. And I was
just like, ‘I can’t get up. That
was phenomenal.”

Set in 1930s southern
America, the film follows
twin brothers Smoke and
Stack, played by Michael B.
Jordan, and their nephew
Sammy on their quest to set
up a juke joint — purchased
from white Ku Klux Klan
members — with the pur-
pose of making a profit and
providing entertainment to
their black community.

As they reach the cli-
max of their night of bluesy
celebration, several white
vampires arrive to crash
the party, hoping to steal
Sammy'’s incredible spiritual
talents for blues music. /As
vampires, they must request
entry into the joint, forcing
the characters into challeng-
ing predicaments of/trust.
Eventually, the vampires
have a full-scale invasion of
the joint, killing many of its
members and leaving only
Smoke and Sammy standing
in the end.

A tattered Sammy, chooses
to hold onto his music; despite
all the pain it caused him and
against his father’s wishes,
and a broken Smoke decides
to take one final stand, killing
the KKK members that sold
him the joint under false pre-
tense and seeing his family on
the other side.

What made this already
complex story more fascinat-
ing were its themes of assimi-
lation and culture. The vam-
pires are physically stripping
the black community members
of their ethnic background be-
cause they are sucking blood
out of them, but the vampires

e 4 g 7
Characters Smoke and Sammy witness

Perfect sin-ema:

:g

a critical scene.

are also figuratively trying to
strip them of their black cul-
ture by taking their musical
abilities for themselves, really
slamming in the overarching
point of assimilation.

As much as these themes
of assimilation initially pres-
ent themselves in 1930s Mis-
sissippi, the film’s messaging
can still be extrapolated to
the current day.

“If it's coming out today,
it's commenting on things
that,are happéning today,’
said senior Andrew McColl.
“Because it’s set)in the past,
it just'makes a stronger point
of this has always happened,
and this is going to continue
to happen ... It’s all about stay-
ing true to yourself, breaking
the rules and rebelling.”

Even the smallest details
of the film are used to rein-
force the message that as-
similation is a vicious cycle,
with the main vampire’s
Irish background playing a
part in the metaphor.

From the vampires to the
KKK dealings, the white char-
acters in the film work tire-
lessly against the aspirations
of the strong, black charac-
ters in the film. McColl ob-
serves how the twins’ differ-
ent approaches are used to
depict different messages.

“Smoke doesn’t conform
and he ends up having a gen-
uine death, but he gets to see
his wife and his daughter on
the other side,” McColl said.
“Even though it's tragic, he
still has the better ending in
the film, compared to Stack,
who’s more charismatic and
more materialistic, and he
seems to have a much happier
time, but he becomes a vam-
pire. And sure, he’s allowed to
live [forever] technically, but
the question is, if he really is
living — he’s assimilated.”

Sammy, on the other hand,
actually finds true success at
the end of the film, when he
becomes a famous Blues star,
returning to McColl’s idea
about the strength of music
against assimilation.

“Sammy sticks to his mu-
sic despite pressure from his
father and pressure from the
vampires for him to give it
up or give it to them,” Mc-
Coll said. “Sammy sticks
with music because music is
all we have, and music is the
strongest form of rebellion
we have. You either conform
or you can break the rules
and make something genera-
tional, like Blues music.”

COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

Sinners

Beyond its themes, the film’s
overall quality is certainly a
high point, with strong acting
performances all around, with
Jordan — a lead and market-
ing point for the film — acting
as both Smoke and Stack with
immense precision.

“Seeing [Jordan] act as two
different people was phe-
nomenal,” Romero said. “It
felt like two different people
down to the way that they
walk, their attitude, their
facial expressions, the way
they dress.”

Though Jordan was the
selling point, Miles Cayton’s
performance as Sammy was
another acting highlight.

“This is his first film role
ever,” McColl said. “He says
so much without saying
anything at all. A lot of the
scenes, you can just watch
his eyes and see how he’s
feeling in that moment, and
he’s really just a powerhouse
that he becomes the covert
lead of the film.”

As for the cinematography,
the movie has impressive shots,
some of them leaving me and
others floored by the scene’s cre-
ativity. The “I Lied to You” scene
in particular left me baffled as
the screen panned around the
ancestors in the juke joint.

“I love that scene, not be-
cause of what it means [to
the story], but how it’s shot,”
Romero said. “It really gives
you the feel [that] youre in
the juke joint walking around
and seeing everything.”

The final scenes of the
film, in particular, left a last-
ing impact, leaving the audi-
ence with a satisfying con-
clusion to a fascinating story.

“When Smoke got to see
[his dead wife] Annie and his
child on the other side, that
was phenomenal,” Romero
said. “That was heart-wrench-
ing. And then hearing Sammy
singing the credits, I couldn’t
stop crying after that.”

This movie’s thematic
strengths and high quality
has left many entertained and
deeply affected: raving about
it with friends, discussing
its plot and rethinking about
its messages, even beyond all
that was mentioned above.

READ EXTENDED VERSION
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Step

into a Great

Big Beautiful Life

Ashley Tsui
FEATURES WRITER

Imagine spending over
two endless months search-
ing for a famously secretive
widow, Margaret Ives, to in-
terview her, find her, man-
age to set up a time to meet
up and maybe even landing
the job only to realize
there’s competition against
an acclaimed and award-

romantic comedy books by
highlighting not just the
relationship between the
two love interests, but also
broader interpersonal con-
nections and the difficulties
of differentiating between
truths and lies.

As more is explained about
Ives’ family and lies told by
paparazzi and magazines are
dispelled, the audience under-
stands Henry’s ideas on how

winning author for the exact fame, egos
same position. and  be-

This is the exact situ- trayal af
ation Alice Scott, the fect family
protagonist of Em- relations.
ily Henry’s newest Lies are
release  “Great maintained
Big Beautiful for years and
Life,” finds grudges are nev-
herself in. er resolved, and

Emily - even though the
Henry, a -HH COURTESY Ives seem perfect,
giant in OF PENGUIN Scott’s interviews show
the romantic comedy RANDOM how emotionally broken
genre, is no stranger HOUSE and complex each fam-

to hit books, such as the rom-
coms “People We Meet on
Vacation” and “Beach Read.”
Both have sold over 2 million
copies since their releases in
2021 and 2020, respectively,
following unique characters
and love stories.

Her newest release follows
Scott, a social butterfly and
journalist hoping to write a
biography of the elusive Ives.
She’s hopeful to get the job,
but is deterred when she re-
alizes she has competition:
Henry Anderson, a Pulitzer
Prize-winning writer who
stuns Scott in more ways
than one.

The storyline is well pre-
sented and has a decent bal-
ance of romance, side plot
and pacing. The journalistic
and storytelling aspects feel
natural and realistic, and the
introduction of the famed
widow doesn't feel forced or
awkward to read about.

“The pacing of this book
was pretty good,” said soph-
omore Aubrey Leao. “There
were one or two times

where [ felt [events] just /=

happened, but for the
most part, Emily’s writ-

. \
ing makes sense, h

and she doesn’t
leave out any-
thing impor-
tant or focus too
much on
details.
That'’s
something

I really liked
about her writ-
ing in this book

particularly.”
From the beginning of the
book, readers understand

how important Scott’s job is
to her. One of the first scenes
is the journalist introducing
herself to Ives after months
of searching for her. By be-
ginning with an investiga-
tive side of the story, Henry
fleshes out Scott as her own
person, rather than just a
flimsy, personality-less main
character who only serves a
romantic purpose.

Moreover, Henry's deci-
sion to include a secondary
storyline that focuses on
Ives sets “Great Big Beautiful
Life” apart from traditional

ily member is. Henry dives into
how an individual’s upbringing
affects their parenting style and
discusses the never-ending cy-
cle of generational trauma.
Henry'’s creativity is un-
deniable, but due to the con-
trast of both topics, at times,
it does feel like two differ-
ent story ideas were simply
combined into one. The tran-
sition between interviews
with Margaret and develop-
ing the romance between
the main characters can feel
abrupt or random at times,
again affecting the realism
and overall flow of the book.
“[The Ives side plot] wasn't
something I wanted to keep
reading, [but] it's different
[from] how other stories are
written,” Leao said. “That’s
what makes it nice, but at the
same time, that also makes me
disinterested, because it’s not
what I'm used to.”
Additionally, the beginning
of the romance aspect felt a bit
rushed and the initial character
development seemed too fast.
The male romantic interest,
Anderson, was introduced
as a stoic and serious per-
son, yet dropped this stern
attitude after about two
days, interrupting the
realism of the book.
Evidently, Hen-
ry’s newest release
strays from the
typical struc-
ture of a ro-
mance novel.
This choice is
rather double-
edged — it draws in
more fans, but also
takes away from the central
romance. However, overall,
this new experimentation al-
lows Henry to explore larger
themes and different styles
of writing, which is admi-
rable. Though the execution
can be shaky at some points,
the overall plot keeps read-
ers intrigued and curious,
earning it a four stars out
of five stars for its creativity
and unique premise.

OUR OUTLOOK
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Udon Mugizo

opened April 14

MEILIN RIFE

H4-

written by Leah Hawkins

Upon walking into the restaurant
the entire staff welcomed us, creat-
ing a warm atmosphere that was
maintained throughout the meal
with good service and a well-thought
out menu.

For their appetizers, I
tried one of the chef’s
recommendations
which was Corn
Tempura. It was
sweet, but a little
soggy and consist-
ed of what seemed
like excessive tem-
pura batter.

Udon Mugizo is
mostly known for their
Tonkatsu and Cream Udon
dishes as main dishes.

However, as a pescetarian, I in-
stead opted for their Tempura Udon,
which came with chewy udon noo-
dles and a broth that was mild and
slightly salty, tasting just like tra-
ditional udon. The dish came with
three pieces of shrimp and vegetable
tempura on the side, which were
sweet and crispy. It was probably one
of the better dishes of tempura udon
I've had, though nothing particularly
special or unique.

Toast in Town ++4+4+4

opened March

AANNAH LY

The menu has strong variabil-
ity, with both rich and lighter udon
types, as well as warm and cold,
making the restaurant suitable for
almost all seasons and moods. In ad-

dition to udon, there are many
appetizers and rice dishes
to choose from.

Considering  the
other options for Japa-
.. nese food down-
‘s town, the prices
were compara-
ble, ranging from

$19 for more basic
dishes to $22 for more
premium dishes.

The biggest down-
side to the restaurant is how
busy it is. On Fridays and weekend
nights, the line to get a seat is typi-
cally over an hour almost as soon as
the restaurant opens. Even during
the week, there is almost perpetually
a line, with no opportunity to make
reservations in advance.

Overall, because of the high
quality food, pleasant atmosphere
and only slightly pricey
menu, I give this res-
taurant a solid four out
of five stars.

written by Ellen Li

Funky spiral lights, modern paint-
ings, plants and teacups line the walls
at Toast in Town. Though the wait
time during brunch on weekends
is around 30 minutes, the quick and
friendly N
service
makes up
for it.

There are a
variety of op-
tions for both
drinks and
food. We or-
dered the well
designed Straw-
berry Yuzu and
Bluebell ~ Vine
Lemon drinks.
The Strawberry
Yuzu was the per-
fect mix of sweet
and tart and contained real straw-
berries and orange peels on the
bottom. The Bluebell Vine Lemon
was a pretty ombre from purple to
white and tasted vaguely of haw-
thorne berry.

As for the food, we ordered the
Timeless Benedict and the Chicken
Croffles. The Timeless Benedict in-
cluded crispy and toasted bread with

a thick slab of bacon, tomato and an
egg with a side of salad and potatoes.
The potatoes were flavorful, though
they could be crispier, and the salad
had a sour vinaigrette that comple-
mented the rest of the dish well.
The Benedict itself had a perfectly
poached egg and a rich and lemony
hollandaise sauce.
The Chicken Croffle came with
a sweet chili sauce and syrup on the
side and was plated
professionally
and aestheti-
call,.  The
croffles were
very difficult
to cut with
a knife, but
were nice and
sweet, though
A a bit doughy.
L The chicken itself
was crispy and juicy. The dish had a
perfect mix of sweet, spicy and salty.
Overall, though the food is a bit
more on the expensive side and the
wait can be long, the good
portions, nice plating and
flavorful food make the
restaurant worthy of four
and a half stars out of five.

authentic experience.
The vibrant pink wall
along with the match-
ing table set had an
aesthetic appeal that |
also matched with the
themed decorations.

We ordered Carne Asada Ta-
cos, Tamales and Guisado de Pollo,
with all of the portions being very
generous. However, there was a lack
of flavorings for all of the dishes. Es-
pecially with the Tacos and Guisado
de Pollo, which instead of having a
variety of flavors from the differ-
ent components of the dish, had the

MAY 22,2025
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NEW RESTAURANTS 1IN TOWN
L ) ®
' ETERNA PRIMAVERA 444
‘ opened February written by Angela Nguyen
Eterna Primavera specializes in tomato sauce overwhelming every-
Guatemalan food and offers a pleth- thing else.
ora of orders and options. Along with the lack of flavors, the
From the vibrant walls to deco- texture was mushy for the Tamales.
rated tiles on the ceiling, It felt heavy instead of being light.
Eterna Primavera has On the other hand, the
great warmth and a Guisado de Pollos rice
SAN MATEO homey ambiance, cre- | and beans were quite
- - ating an immersive enjoyable with its vari-

ety of textures. The Ta-
cos’ textures were also
nice, especially with the
| Carne Asada along with
the chewiness of the
taco’s shell.
MEILIN RIEE The dish prices were
very reasonable — $3.75
for each Tacos, $5.25 for Tamales and
$16.25 for the Guisado de Pollo. This
makes Prima Eterna a reasonable lo-
cation for night out with friends.
Overall, the food and
atmosphere is worthy
of two and a half out of 2
five stars.

Mala Town Express +14{-

opened April 14

written by Angela Nguyen

From the greenery on the wall to
the greens in the make-it-yourself sta-
tion, Mala Town Express feels fresh.

The ambience is very warm with
lots of decorated plants
as well as having a
set color scheme of
green shades. The
restaurant has a
corner with sauce,
water and a trash
can for customers,
which was very nice.

The staff there were also very
nice, providing help when-
ever needed.

Moreover, the customiz-
ability of the restaurant was &
a big plus. Customers can 4
choose vegetables, meat, noodles
and broth. Specifically, the Signature
Beef Broth was excellent — there was
an obvious meaty flavor and it also
had a little kick. However, some of
the toppings felt as if they were fro-

opened December

Vo <%
OELA NG\YL

Little Late Bird +++{4+

zen items and not very fresh, such as
the soup Beef Ball. But all of the veg-
etables were very fresh, especially the
green onion.
However, it was unusual that the
malatang was in a plastic contain-
er instead of a normal bowl. This
A made it difficult to open the con-
tainer and it didn't help when the
broth itself was extremely hot.
These containers were also put
into an insulated bag for ev-
eryone, which was a pleas-
ant surprise. But the bag
was one time use, mak-
ing the boxes and the
bag not being environ-
Y/ mentally friendly.
N Despite having weird
packaging, the price was
extremely  reason-
able for the amount of food,
making Mala Town Ex-
press worthy of three point
five stars out of five stars.

written by Meilin Rife

Little Late Bird is a cafe that serves
coffee, boba, breakfast, sandwiches,
rice bowls, just about anything some-
one could be craving. It is located in a
corporate park near Mariners Island
Park, making it a little out of the way.

Immediately walk-
ing in, we were S
greeted by a well-lit { \?\f
interior filled with P
flower arrange- Y
ments, vintage post-
ers, a motley collec-

drink. The Banana Boba Tea, which
I was looking forward to because of
its uniqueness, tasted simply like ba-
nana milk. However, the strawberry
had a nice incorporation of strawber-
ry chunks and syrup that made for a
pleasant drink.

For lunch, we got

; the Veggie Bibim-
» ! bap, Bird’s Bagel and

W _ Strawberry Croffle, or

i 5
| 4 % £

" croissant waffle. The
bibimbap and bagel

tion of seating and e

even a dog treat
jar. The restaurant layout and design
made it feel like a welcome place to
sit and hang out for a couple of hours
with friends. Even on a Sunday after-
noon, people were lining up to order.
For drinks, we ordered the Ocean
Latte, Banana Boba Tea and Straw-
berry Boba Tea. The Ocean Latte had
a blue base that looked pretty, but
did not add much complexity to the

tasted very simple
ELLENLI and standard, like a
good home meal, but the croffle tast-
ed exquisite with a cinnamon sugar
base and a flaky texture. The food
was very reasonably priced, ranging
from eight to fifteen dollars.
For its design and as-
sortment of food and
drinks, we give Little
Late Bird three and a
half stars out of five.



VOLUME 65 | ISSUE 8

SPORTS

THE ARAGON OUTLOOK

Sophomore Melina Hays attempts the pole vault. DARRA MCLINTOCK

Track and field at PAL

Boys tennis triumphs over Mitty

Adya Tewari
SPORTS WRITER

On May 7, Aragon boys
tennis (13-1 overall) defeated
Archbishop Mitty (11-6 overall)
6-1, winning the Central
Coast Section playoff
match and advancing to
the next round.

The CCS matches
prove to be a lot dif-
ferent from league
matches.

teams from the

\Ié'

“It’s the top 24 /|

necessary to allow Aragon to
win and advance.

Junior Darrin O’Brien and
senior Keiya Wada both won
decisively in singles No. 3 and
No. 4, respectively. O'Brien
shut out his opponent
completely, winning
both sets 6-0. Wada
followed suit, winning
6-1, 6-0.

Seniors Thomas Nie
and Jack He secured an-
other win for Aragon in
doubles No. 1, winning
in straight sets 6-4, 6-4

Claire Qi
SPORTS WRITER

On May 10, the Aragon track
and field team ranked second,
with a score of 86, for girls (4-3
league, 6-3 overall) and fourth,
with a score of 70.5, for boys
(3-4 league, 5-4 overall) at the
Peninsula Athletic League
championship meet.

Before the meet, they hoped
to rank high and set some per-
sonal records. However, they
did not feel that ranking first
was realistic.

“We've [had a lot of injuries]
this year,” said senior Noah
Lin. “I'm not sure if we'll be
able to win PAL ... but I know
we can [still] do well.”

Athletes also expected good
individual performances.

“My first goal would be to
qualify for [Central Coast Sec-
tion],” said senior Elaina Shao.
“And then another bonus
would definitely be [to] PR, be-
cause [ would also like to build
on the record.”

Shao broke the school re-
cord during a recent meet,
and she aimed to update her
record at championships.

After ranking high in sev-
eral field events during tri-
als, the results made the team
more confident.

“[Trials] went really well,”
said pole vault coach Norm
Bennett. “We took second and
third [in the boys pole vault].”

During the finals, the team
followed up with similarly ex-
cellent performances. In
pole vault, Shao took sec-
ond place, senior Fern
Aceituno took fourth
and junior Ashley Al-
varez came in fifth.
Sophomore Mina
Hwang tied for first in
the girls long jump.

“The girls did out-
standing,” said head
coach Greg Alvarado.
“We had tremendous
efforts by them.”

On the boys’ side,
sophomore Nikitas
Telfer-Mantouvalos
came in second in
the triple jump and
tied for fifth in the
long jump. Junior
Jayson Liu won
fourth place in
the discus throw,
achieving a per-
sonal record
twice in the
same meet.

When
asked
about
the rea-
son for
his great
perfor-
mance

this meet, Liu mentioned
concentration as a key factor.

“[There will be] a lot of
things happening around you
and a lot of distractions,” Liu
said. “But the best way to throw
... [is] just think about [your]
own technique and ... focus.”

Regarding field events,
Hwang won two more indi-
vidual first place medals in
the girls 100-meter dash and
200-meter dash, winning by
only hundredths of seconds
in the 100-meter. Junior Madi-
son Ketcham came in second
place in the girls 400-meter.
In the girls 4x100 relay, Ara-
gon’s team took first place,
pulling ahead early on and
maintaining their lead. In
the girls 4x400 relay, Aragon
came in first, leading by al-
most two seconds.

In both relays, the girls
missed the school record by
a narrow margin. They were
half a second off in the 4x400
relay and only two tenths of a
second away from the 4x100
relay record.

“Our exchanges in the
four by four relay for the
girls ... wasn't too good,” Al-
varado said. “We're gonna
work on those things for
next week.”

However, they did break
the school record in the boys
400-meter. Junior Charles
Harger achieved a personal
record by almost a full sec-
ond and broke Aragon’s re-
cord despite coming in sec-

ond overall in the race.

“I did almost every-
thing that I was capa-
ble of doing,” Harger
said. “And I definitely
pushed myself farther
than what I thought I
was going to do.”

Adding on to the
track achievements,
senior Marcus Rife
won first place in

the 110-meter
hurdles and
second place

in the 300-meter
hurdles. Senior Miles
Rokala took third
place in the boys
800-meter run and
sixth place in the
1600-meter. In the
4x400 relay, Ara-
gon boys came in
fourth place.
Overall, it was a
rewarding day for
the track and field
team. Many ath-
letes made the CCS
championships,
where they success-
fully competed in
the semi-finals on
May 17 at Gilroy
High School.

P
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MIA THURRELL

whole section, . and claiming the match
from San Fran- for Aragon, bringing the
cisco to Mon- team’s score to four.

“I wanted to end
my senior year with a
bang,” Nie said. “So I
played really hard in
my matches.”

Doubles No. 2,
which consists of ju-
nior Max Gan and
senior Ziv Rapoport,
fought hard and
won in a su-
per tiebreak-
er. They

started the
first set out

terey to Salinas
to Gilroy,” said
head coach Dave
Owdom. “The
competition  is
what makes it a
lot tougher.”
Senior  Akbar
Beg, Aragon’s No. 1
singles player, won
his first set in a tie-
break, 7-6. He was
able to carry the
momentum from
winning the first
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set to dominate | strong, win-

the second set, ning 6-1, but

winning 6-3. fell short in
“I felt pret- the second set, losing

ty confi- ( [ 2-6. After an intense

dent and iy (] ' match, they won the

[ believe N~ ’ tiebreak 10-5.

I did well - - ) “On

preparing,” Wednes-

day, [my goal] was
pretty much just
to win,” Rapo-
port said. “You
just need to
play really
good doubles.”

Aragon’s No. 3 doubles se-
nior Justin Wong and fresh-
man Adam Beg closed out
the match strong, winning
in straight sets with a score
of 6-3, 6-0. 3

The Aragon team had a
lot of experience on their
side, as many of the previ-
ous players returned for
another year of play.

“We only had one se-
nior from the starting
lineup leave last year,
so we retained all our
good players,” Nie said. |
“We got the champi-
onship last year, and
almost no one left, so
we only got better.”

Beg said. “I prepared a lot for
CCS individually, as well as
in practices.”

Beg had a noteworthy sea-
son, proving to be a very reli-
able and valuable player for
the Aragon team.

“My number one has only
lost one match,” Owdom said.
“He won the singles title for the
second year in a row this year.”

No. 2 singles and junior
Veraaz Khan fought hard
during his match, but ulti-
mately lost in straight sets
with a score of 3-6, 4-6.

However, despite the loss,
Khan also displayed many
dominant performances
throughout the season.

“My number two guy has
lost to nobody so far,” Owdom
said before the match. “He
hasn’t even lost a set.”

In addition to Beg, many
other players, both singles and
doubles, clinched the wins
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Each player on the team
contributed to Aragon’s dom-
inant victory.

“Everyone’s win is just
as important as everyone
else’s,” Akbar Beg said. “We
all need to come through for
[the team] to win.”

Beyond the strong lineup,
the team had to ensure they
were prepared to play such a
high stakes match.

“There’s a lot going on,
and it’s hard for them to
focus sometimes,” Owdom
said. “They've been pretty
tough mentally.”

Even with the dominant
performance and the many
successes, players still felt
they had areas to improve
their game.

“My serves have been re-
ally solid, and my net game is
pretty good,” Rapoport said.
“But what I need to work on
is ground strokes and longer
consistent rallies.”

Players also reflected on
what went well for them dur-
ing the match.

“My forehands and serves
have been on point,” Akbar
Beg said. “I've been more
able to stay focused and pa-
tient when playing.”

Despite the immense pres-

sure to win, the team is able

to support each other.
s “The  chemistry
and connections we
have with each other
definitely helps us,”
Akbar Beg said.

This helps to
bring out the best
in players and is
reflected not only
in their perfor-

~ mances but also

.| in their mindsets

as  teammates
when they go on
the court.

“We hold
expectations
for each other,”
Nie said. “That
makes us want
to play better
for the team
and personally.”
With this win,

the boys tennis
team advanced to
, the second round
of the CCS playoffs,
where they lost to
Lynbrook and their
season ended.

MIA THURRELL
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Softball falls to Hillsdale in tense 2-1 rivalry loss

Players gather for a meeting on the picher’s mound. MADELINE

Quinn Shirley
SPORTS WRITER

On May 9, Aragon soft-
ball (9-17 overall, 5-9 league)
battled it out with their
longtime rivals, the Hills-
dale Knights (16-9-1 overall,
8-6 league), in a competitive
night of softball. The annual
rivalry game went into extra
innings, with the Knights
coming out on top, winning
2-1 over the Dons.

Aragon freshman pitcher
Makayla Hafoka shut down
the Hillsdale offense in the
first inning, preventing any
runs from scoring. Hillsdale
senior pitcher Lexi Kuka,
did the same, leaving the
score 0-0 at the end of the
first inning.

ALLEN

i

“I felt I pitched an amaz-
ing game as a freshman,”
Hafoka said. “People not hav-
ing a clue who you are and
then pitching eight shutout
innings is something that is
very good.”

In the top of the second,
Hillsdale found more suc-
cess, getting a runner on sec-
ond with two outs. However,
a clean infield play by the
Dons off a grounder resulted
in the third out, leaving the
slate clean heading into the
bottom of the second. In their
at-bat, the Dons struggled
to find success, having one
walk but no runs scored.

The teams continued to
fight to be the first on the
board, getting numerous
runners on base, but to no

avail. Hillsdale came close in
the sth inning after a triple
left a runner on third with
two outs. However, a great
catch of a line drive by sopho-
more shortstop Taylor Work-
man held the run from scor-
ing. Aragon also came close
in the 5th when two back-to-
back singles left freshman
Aliyah Adle and Workman
in scoring position on sec-
ond and third with two outs.
However, Hillsdale cleanly
fielded the next grounder
for the third out.

The game went into ex-
tra innings as the score re-
mained 0-0 in the 7th inning.
By the 9thinning, both teams
had stranded a combined 10
runners on base and were
still yet to score. However,
this changed when Hillsdale
had a breakthrough in their
offense when two grounders
in a row put the Knights up
on the board. They added to
their lead shortly later, when
a third hit had the second
runner making it home.

Aragon came out fight-
ing in response, finding
themselves with runners on
2nd and 3rd with only one
out. It was at this point Ara-
gon scored their first of the
night off a ground out. Yet
Hillsdale held off the Dons,
and ultimately a pop fly
catch ended the game with a
score of 2-1.

“I don't think I've ever been
in such a tight softball game
going overtime into nine in-
nings,” said junior and catcher
Destiny Garcia. “The energy
and the excitement is what I
pictured the game to look like.”

Despite the loss, the Dons
were proud of the result,
as they were anticipating a
challenging game and were
pleasantly surprised at how
close it was.

“I think the team did fan-
tastic,” Hafoka said. “We
had little to no errors in the
field, our energy was phe-
nomenal, Hillsdale managed
to hit a few balls into gaps
which caused them to get a
few runs in.”

Adle, Aragon’s left-field-
er, agreed, highlighting the
team’s high spirits through-
out the competitive play.

“We just had really good
energy throughout the whole
game,” Adle said. “I think
without the energy, we would
have flopped.”

However, there was defi-
nitely space for improve-
ment, and Hafoka felt the
Don’s offense was lacking
that same energy.

“Our bats could have been
more alive,” Hafoka said.
“We managed to get runners
on base but never managed
to score.”

Nerves also affected the
large number of underclass-

men on the team, as for many
of them, it was their first
time playing before such a
large audience.

“I was very excited, but
also nervous, because it was
my first big game,” Adle said.
“I tried to go into it [as] just
another game.”

That being said, Garcia
was proud of the team’s per-
formance under pressure.

“Something we did really
well is not let the crowd or
minor errors affect us,” Gar-
cia said, “There were situ-
ations where Hillsdale had
girls in scoring positions
but we were still able to fin-
ish the inning without any of
them scoring.”

Being in the building stag-
es of the program, the girls
ultimately had a positive out-
look of their season.

“From the beginning of the
season to now, it was such a
big difference,” Adle said. “We
improved so much as a team,
and we also created a really
strong bond between us.”

The team looks forward to
improving on their success
next year.

“Overall being a young
team comes with its strug-
gles, and we often beat our-
selves in games,” Hafoka
said. “But I think this was a
very good season and I am
excited for what's to come
next season.”
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Well done: The Final
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DOWN
1 Units for Trump’s

wealth
2 Foot shackle

3 ____ Mugizo, new

(See Pg. 15)
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4 “Little

30

32

hide, it doesn'’t go
away’

8 Chairman Mao

43 44 45

9 “Tryna strike a chord
FZERN ~ and it’s probably _
\ ) . _____ . Kendrick lyric
FZSN N 55 10 Adele lyric: “ _ ____
N . on me, baby/ I was still
7o N Y a child”
N N 11 Drink daintily
60 12 Label for Regina,
— = Gretchen, or Karen in

“Mean Girls”

ALEXA STERRY
ACROSS 17 Reach 0%, like an consisting of Moe,
1 DVD alternative: uncharged chromebook Larry, and Curly: The
___-Ray 18 Alaskan ex-governor Three ______ s
41944 battle also called Sarah played by Tina 27 Flew off the handle
the Normandy Fey on Saturday Night 30 Recent Michael B.
Landings or Operation Live Jordan film, “______ s’
Overlord 19 Cardiology test, (See pg. 14)
87Zig-___ abbreviated 31 Millie Bobby Brown
11 Spotted with one’s 20 Olympic rugby player detective movie:
“little eye” Maher who was o Holmes”
13 Assistant recently on “Dancing 32 Appliances that cool,
14 Genre for Panic! At With The Stars” abbreviated
The Disco and My 22 “Baby Got Back” 33 Business degree,
Chemical Romance rapper, ___ Mix-a-Lot abbreviated
15 Moana’s “How Far 23 What a senior becomes 35 “When the chile is tea
” on May 29th but the finnais "

16 “Ready
come!”

24 Years, in Spanish
25 Classic comedy trio

restaurant downtown

MGMT song with lyric
“Tust know that if you
5 , the witch

6 “Without further
7 Abominable Snowman

)
(an

-

16 Opposite of ‘neath
21 Singer Del Rey with
album “Ultraviolence”
23 Iconic baby from baby
food brand

25 Welfare agency

26 Mark’s “dead” wife in
Severance

28 Adjective for a
marshmallow or a cozy
room

29 Aquarium gunk

34 Taylor Swift song
where she admits that
she’s the problem

36 Anticipated

37 Destructive tide, as
portrayed in Hokusai'’s
“The Great Wave off
Kanagawa”

38 Viral Megan Thee
Stallion and Cardi B hit
in 2020

39 One subject taught by
Mr. Gibbons, for short
(See pg. 4)

40 Got clean

»

36 Enthusiastic slang
acronym

o

Have a great
summer DONS!

42 “Vogue” and “Material
Girl” singer

43 Drake’s son, named
after Aphrodite’s lover
44 Dr. Jones’s school
before Aragon

45 Friends, in Spanish
49 Gossip, slangily

52 Singer Lady ____ who
had her own line of
oreos, performed at
Biden’s inauguration,
and wore an iconic
meat dress to the

VMAs

54 Greeting card
sentiment: “Get well

”

55 Aragon student... or
what’s hidden in this
puzzle’s circled letters?
58 “I've been working like
a dog. It’s been a hard
day’s night, I should be
sleeping likea ___,”
Beatles lyrics

<

39 Correct, as text

41 Savory Indian pastry
43 Alone at a restaurant?
46 Rip to pieces

47 “___ arigato, Mr.
Roboto”

48 ___-bitty

50 Lion’s home

51 In debt

53 Minecraft tool
alongside the sword,

axe, and pickaxe

54 Lyric from Katy Perry’s
Ur So Gay: “Youre __

___, maybe you should
try a happy meal”

56 Counterpart to aff. in a
debate

57 Sterry, crosswords
59 Another, slangily

60 UN workers’ agcy.

61 Vice President and
climate change activist

Al

62 a million

63 Launch vehicle for
Nasa, for short

64 Kanye West lyric:
“What'’s a king to _
___?What’'s____toa
non-believer?”

65 Grandmother, to a Brit

Find answers at
bit ly/454cD5x
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Quinn Shirley (Soccer)

Why did you decide to com-
mit to Wellesley College?

I really connected with the
coach when she called me. She
sounded really enthusiastic
about having me on the team,
so that was a big motivation for
me, because [ wanted to go some-
where where I felt welcomed.
Also, on my visit, I loved the
campus and the team dynamic.
The girls were super welcoming
from the start, so it just seemed
to be a really fun place to spend
the next four years.

What did the recruitment pro-
cess look like?

I always knew I wanted to
play in college, but I started tak-
ing it seriously in freshman year.
I started reaching out to coach-
es; obviously going to showcases
and ID camps. I started getting
traction, though, my sophomore
and junior year. Then, Welles-
ley reached out at the end of
my junior year spring. So I got
on call with the coach ... after
I went and visited the school ...
we were talking for a while, and

then she actually gave me the
verbal offer.

What were some of the chal-
lenges you faced?

The recruiting process was
really stressful, and it takes the
fun out of the sport sometimes.
When youre writing all these
emails and then maybe not
getting responses, or not get-
ting the response that you were
hoping for. But I just found my
time on the actual field to just
be motivating in every practice.
It reminded me why [ was doing
the process and why I wanted to
play another four years.

What are some of the things
that help you become the
player you are right now?
COVID-19 actually really
helped because when I was
home with nothing to do, me
and my friend would get on
FaceTime and we would just
touch the ball and play for two
hours a day. Also, treating every
practice as an opportunity to
get better and push myself and

always striving to be the best I
can, both on and off the field.
Always giving my best effort, or
before a game, preparing a good
night'’s sleep.

Does playing soccer help
you in any way outside of
the sport?

On the field, I can let go of
a lot of worries and stress. It's
a space where I get to just be
with my teammates and have a
good time and not have to worry
about school or anything else
going on in my life. It's always
been an escape from problems
and stress.

Who has supported you the
most in your life?

My family. From the time I
was in second grade, I've been
going to travel tournaments for
soccer. So the constant travel-
ing, and driving me to games
and practices three times a
week. Throughout the recruit-
ment process, they were there
to help me navigate emailing
coaches or getting on the call.

Senior Quinn Shirley steals ball.
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COURTESY OF QUINN SHIRLEY

Semor ]ordan Kzaama runnmg in a game.
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Jordan Kiaaina (Baseball)

What is one message to
anyone that wants to be
like you?

Goall in, chase your dreams
and don't let anyone else tell
you what you can and can't
do. Because if you let someone
else tell you what you can or
can't do, youre going to limit
yourself. At the end of the day,
only you can tell yourself what
you can and can't do.

What are some of the things
that helped you become the
player you are right now?

Committing my time ‘to
the sport a lot. I was lifting
four times a week, throwing
every day, hitting every day,
before and after practices for
a club, even high school too.
Also, just being disciplined,
not taking days off when I
know I don’t have time be-
cause this game goes by pret-
ty fast. Just committing my
time to the sport and putting
in lots of hard work is what
separates me.

Who has supported you the
most in your life?

My parents. They were al-
ways there for me when I was
struggling, and they always en-
couraged me to keep going [and]
to never give up. They say [how]
once you give up, that’s when
you really fail. They've always
supported me in my /journey,
and inspired me to go play col-
lege baseball. They realized that
that was what I wanted to do,
and they put all: their effort into
helping me achieve my dream.

What are you looking for-
ward to in your college and
sports career?

Making memories because
baseball “‘comes and ‘goes, but
those lifelong friendships, those
will last forever. Those would be
my best friends for life and right
now it is. Because you don't al-
ways remember every play, but
you remember all the memories
you make and all the bonds you
create. So that’s something I
look forward to.

What were some of the chal-
lenges you faced?

A lot of adversities. It’s
baseball. Youre going to fail
a lot, and just knowing how
to handle that failure is some-
thing I pride myself in. Some
challenges [include] being in-
consistent with my hitting.
Hitting has always been my
biggest weakness. It's probably
why I'm not playing at a four-
year right now, and it’s some-
thing that I will always have
to overcome. I'll never have a
perfect swing. I just have to
keep battling every day, keep
finding ways to improve.

What is your favorite memory
in your career?

I had a home run [against]
rival [school] Hillsdale, and
we won that game 1-0 be-
cause of my home run. I
blacked out after the hit, so
I don’'t remember what hap-
pened after, but all I know is
I was losing my mind. I was
so excited.

Ava Goh (Diving)

What did the recruitment pro-
cess look like for you?

After the [California Poly-
technic State University San Luis
Obispo] team got cut, [the school
I was originally committed to], I
didn’t think any colleges would
be able to take me because it
was so late. So, I reached out to
all the old colleges that I talked
to before and asked if they had
any open spots. There were a
few others who had some spots,
but [University of California, Da-
vis| was probably my favorite in
terms of academics and diving,
so [I] was able to [get] a spot.

Why did you choose to pursue
diving as a sport?

I mainly got into diving be-
cause [ quit gymnastics. All my
gymnastics friends.went diving
because it's-easy to translate,
[but] it was _[still]-a-big switch
for me_because I did gymnas-
tics fora<long time. I wasn't
used to trying something-new,
and itis very different in a-way,
but1 liked-how it was-a little
more relaxed and more fun.

What _are some of the things
you.did to. become the player
you are right now?

['was enjoying learning [and]
practicing. every-day.. Also, not
rushing at the same time, so
trusting the process and trying
to progress consistently.

Who has supported you the
most in your life?

My teams were the most
important, because when I
joined, they’'d all been div-
ing for a really long time,
so they were able to help me
walk through [the transition
process] and made [diving] a
lot easier.

Does playing this sport
help you in any way out-
side of the sport?

It just helps me stay re-
sponsible in terms of manag-
ing my time and also being
on a team. [It] helps you to
work with people and be sup-
portive of others.

Senior Ava Goh at diving practice.

COURTESY OF AVA GOH
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Senior Sierra Troy dribbling soccer ball.
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Sierra Troy (Soccer)

Why did you choose Clare-
mont McKenna College?

I was talking to a couple dif-
ferent schools, but after going
on a visit there and realizing
how prestigious their economics
and accounting program was,
and meeting the team and see-
ing how welcoming and inclu-
sive they and the coaching staff
were, | realized that it was the
right fit for me.

What were some of the chal-
lenges you faced?

During recruitment, there
was a lot of pressure when you
know that a coach is at one of
your games and theyre watch-
ing you from the sidelines. You
want to play your best, but in
those situations I would just
remember that I love playing
soccer and it's not about al-
ways playing my absolute best
in front of the coaches and just
having fun.

What other colleges were you
looking at during the recruit-
ing process?

I went to a lot of tournaments
and showcases. I also did a cou-
ple school-specific camps. I was
talking to Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity and I did a visit there, and
then I was also talking to a lot of
other Division III schools. [Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogyl, I did a visit there, and then
[ was talking to Washington Uni-
versity in St. Louis for a little bit.

What are some of the things
you worked on that helped
you become the player you
are today?

During COVID-19, I feel like
that’s where most of my develop-
ment happened; I would go out
on my own every single day, get
almost a thousand touches on
my soccer ball in my backyard,
and I would practice different
skills and touches every day
and try to improve each one.
And then I saw that when I went
back to soccer games, it really
helped me improve my footwork
and technical skills when on the
field, which I think helped me
become a better player.

Josh Jacolbs (Baseba

Why did you choose Clare-
mont McKenna College?

Claremont has a lot of good
academic opportunities in terms
of resources and good facilities,
and also job opportunities after
college — they really help you
with that and prioritize that
throughout your college career.
And then also the opportunity
to play baseball that they gave
me, which was awesome.

When did you decide that you
wanted to play in college?

I didn't really know if I was
going to play college baseball
until maybe junior year, because
I wasn't the best, but something
clicked for me going into that
year, and I was like, ‘I wanna
do this. I would say it started in
spring of last year, at the start
of the season, just emailing
coaches — most of them don't
show interest in the spring, but
during the summer, it was in
full swing.

What did the recruitment pro-
cess look like?

It started off with a lot of
emails to coaches and I went
to a lot of showcases to meet
them. I got a few looks and
interests, but there were only
a few colleges where I was
able to pursue and reach out.
There were a lot of things in
the unknown, and it was pretty
stressful. I ended up seeing the
Claremont coach at a showcase
and we were already in contact
before that just from an email;
him seeing me play in person
solidified his interest in me,
and I learned about the college
a little more, got a little inter-
ested in it and then things just
took off from there.

What is your favorite memory
from your career?

This summer, the moment
between me and my parents in
the coach’s office when he of-
fered, it was kind of like a dream

)

come true. Just getting the offer,
knowing somebody wants me
and that I have a secured spot to
play in the future.

Who has supported you the
most in your life?

My dad. Aside from taking
me everywhere and paying for
all of this, he has supported me,
going to the cages with me and
helping me practice as much as
he can. When I ask him to, he
never says no. And my coaches
were really prevalent during
my younger years; they gave
the foundation for the player I
am today.

What are your plans with
baseball after college?

My goal is to play as long
as I can — it’s really hard to
play after college, not a lot of
people do it, but I'm not closing
the door on it. I'll play however
long I can and whatever that
means, I'll do it.

Senior Josh Jacobs walks onto the field.

COURTESY OF JOSH JACOBS

Lina Cruz Parada (Track & Field and Cross Counfry)

Senior Lina Cruz Parada running at meet.

COURTESY OF LINA CRUZ PARADA

Why did you decide to choose
Bluffton University?

The coach told me that it’s a
very small community and that
is what I look for in a college.
Also, since it’s a small school,
my times are very similar to
the other people’s times cur-
rently at Bluffton, so [the tran-
sition] can be easy for me:

What is your favorite memo-
ry in your career?

The award-ceremony . that
we always do at the end-of
every season. It brings anoth-
er goal of joy and memories
and we look back on all the
hard work we've put through
throughout the season. Giving
out awards shows how hard
work is paid off.

What were some of the chal-
lenges you faced?

There were times where I
didn't feel confident in myself,
and I doubted my abilities as a
runner. To overcome that, I talk-
ed to my coach. He was very hon-
est, and gave me a lot of advice
and pointers on what I should
do to become a better athlete
overall. Recently, I talked to him
about how I wasn't getting good
enough times, struggling this
season to [get a personal record].
He basically told me to not put
pressure on myself,~especially
since this is my last season.

Who 'has supported you the
most in your life?

My mom always supports me
with everything. Whenever I tell
her that I'm having a hard time,
she’ll encourage me and cheer
me up. She goes to every meet,
so she’s always there, cheering
me on.
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