
Renee Ren
news writer

———
A r a g o n’s 

dance program 
held its annual 

dance showcase, 
“‘Till the Break of 

Dons,” on May 8 and 
9 from 7-9 p.m. Tak-

ing place in the theater, 
it featured the dance 

classes, along with Ara-
gon Ballet Folklorico 
Club, Hip Hop Club, 
Dance4Health Club 
and the fall and win-
ter dance teams.

“[The] end of the 
year showcase [is] 
where the students 
get to show off all 
the hard work, time, 
effort and dedica-
tion that they [have] 
put into their danc-
es,” said dance 
teacher Marisa 
Castillo. “[Not] 
only am I choreo-
graphing, but the 
students get to 
choreograph [as 
well]. They get 
to really see how 

their work looks on a big-
ger stage, which is a very 
unique opportunity.” 

Choreographing the dances 
starts early  in the year. Cas-
tillo first asks the dance class 
members for proposals of their 
dances in November. By Janu-
ary, classes are spent learning 
the dances and preparing for 
the show. Dance clubs 

and dance teams were also 
contacted at this time to see if 
there is interest in participat-
ing in the showcase.  

The choreography and 
themes that the dancers con-
veyed in their pieces origi-
nated from varying sources 
of inspiration.

“We did [an Indian classi-
cal piece] that focused on Lord 
Krishna’s beauty and grace,” 
said junior and Dance4Health 
Club president Kirthana War-
rier. “Everyone has a special 
attachment [to] his dance 
pieces, because there’s a lot 
of jumping and a lot of upbeat 
music. You correlate him to 
childishness and [having a] 
carefree nature.”

The show opened with a 
piece titled “Where I 
Want to Be,” which 
featured Aragon’s 

d a n c e 
c lasses . 
It was fol-
lowed by a 
few opening 
speeches from 
Castillo and the 
student directors. 

The showcase in-
cluded many whole 
class and group perfor-
mances, as well as solos 
and small group perfor-
mances. The dance team 
performed their fall and 
winter programs, Dance-
4Health Club performed 
the Bharatanatyam 
piece “Brindavana Sa-
ranga Thillana” and 
the dance program 
performed “I Didn’t 

Think It’d Go This 
Far” using music 

from “reck-

less driving” by 
Lizzy McAlpine 
and Ben Kessler. 
CONTINUED ON 
PAGE 4

Angela Nguyen
features editor

———
On April 30, the San Ma-

teo Union High School District 
Board of Trustees approved Pe-
ter Alvarez’s contract to be Ara-
gon’s principal for the 2026-2027 
school year.

Alvarez has over 30 years of 
experience across both assistant 
principal and principal roles at 
numerous high schools. Most re-
cently, he has served as the prin-
cipal of Campolindo High School 
since 2022.

Alvarez cited community 
values in his decision to apply 
to Aragon.

“I know that Aragon has in-
credible diversity … incredible 
programs … [and] some of the 

most wonderful teachers,” Al-
varez said. “It had so many of 
the things that I truly value 
in education around [like] the 
[Advancement Via Individual 
Determination] program. It 
has students who are dedi-
cated to academics. It has 
[a] parent community that’s 
engaged [and] a teaching com-
munity that wants to do the 
best thing for kids.”

The hiring process began 
with faculty meetings to discuss 
different values the staff hoped 
to see in the upcoming prin-
cipal. Then, teachers were 
asked to volunteer for dif-
ferent stages of 
the selection 
process, which 
included the 
paper screen-
ing, interviews and 
visiting the school 
site. The first round 
of interviews with 
Aragon teachers, stu-
dents and parents were divided 
into two groups: extracurricu-
lar/social emotional learning 
and instruction. The extracur-
ricular/social emotional learn-
ing interview focused on school 
activities, while the other was on 
academic instruction 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Peter Alvarez arrives

Aragon presents “Till the Break of Dons”

Phone pouches coming
Diya Poojary
news writer

———
On March 26, the San Ma-

teo Union High School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to implement a 

district wide bell-to-bell phone 
policy starting the 2026-27 aca-

demic year. This decision was 
made in accordance with the 
Phone-Free School Act signed 

by Gov. Gavin Newsom 
in 2024, which requires 

school boards to adopt 
policies limiting 

or prohibiting 
phone use in 
schools before 

July 1, 2026.
The policy re-

stricts phone use 
from the first bell 
to the end of the 
school day. Some 

exceptions will be made in spe-
cific circumstances, such as for 
students with approved accom-

modations or medical, tech-
nology or translation needs. 

This was a significant 
departure from Booker’s 

recommendation, which sug-
gested keeping the current phone 
policies, citing a relatively flex-
ible framework to restrict phone 
use during classes that could be 

enforced to varying extents by 
school, while also reducing expen-
diture, infrastructure and train-
ing required to institute a phone 
ban policy. 

“[Initially] I was not on board 
at all [with the phone ban poli-
cy],” said SMUHSD Trustee Ligia 
Andrade Zúñiga. “But reading 
through the supporting docu-
mentation that I received, the 
different mental health studies 
and then [talking to] a group of 
teachers and parents and some 
students about it, I leaned more 
towards [it].”

In fall 2024, the committee 
corroborated concerns related to 
student academic performance 
due to phone use, cyberbully-
ing, impacts on socio-emotional 
development and lack of face-to-
face interactions. 

Additionally, two Panorama 
surveys in the 2025 spring and 
fall semesters gathered general 
opinions from teachers, par-
ents, guardians and students 
regarding the current phone 
policies, and any problems en-
countered with it. 84.7% of 
students and 56.6% of parents/
guardians agreed that the cur-
rent policy restricting cell 
phones during classes, but not 
breaks, worked sufficiently. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3ALLINAH ZHAN
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and involvement with teachers. 
The second interview round 
was with the District Office. 

“[Alvarez’s understanding 
of Aragon showed] when he 
was answering questions, 
[as did] his ability to connect 
to different aspects of our 
campus,” said AVID and Ethnic 
Studies teacher Courtney 
Caldwell, who was part of the 
instruction interview. “It’s an 
outsider coming in who hasn’t 
worked on campus but has 
clearly looked at our [Western 
Association of Schools and 
Colleges report] … He was able 
to speak about his experience 
and things he’s done at his 
own school site, but also then 
connect to things at Aragon 
that were of value to him.”

To gain further insight into 
Alvarez, members of the Aragon 
community also visited Campo-

lindo High School to speak to 
their students and faculty. 

“The custodian talked about 
him coming out with pruning 
shears and pruning things on 
the campus,” said English teach-
er Holly Estrada, who was part 
of the site visit. “Or people talked 
about him walking by and see-
ing a student all alone under a 
tree every day and saying, ‘What 
are we going to do for him?’ … 
Their faces [showed] that they 
were crushed that he was going 
to be leaving but they loved and 
respected him so much that they 
couldn’t get in the way [of] him 
doing something that might be 
better for him.”

The visit also highlighted 
Alvarez’s impact on communi-
ty members.

“There was a guy who Mr. 
Alvarez had hired … and 
worked with,” said athletic di-
rector Steve Sell, who was part 

of the extracurricular/social 
emotional learning interview 
and site visit. “He got promot-
ed, [so] he was working at an-
other school in the district … 
and this [guy] took time out of 
his day to come [to Campolindo 
High School] and speak on his 
behalf … [Mr. Alvarez] just left 
behind people who were ex-
tremely loyal to him, because 
he was a servant leader.”

Throughout Alvarez’s 
four-year stay at Campolin-
do, he made many changes to 
the school.

“I found out from the site visit 
… [that] he recognized that the 
library was pretty dead,” said 
junior Catherine Tsao, who was 
a part of the extracurricular/
social emotional learning inter-
view and site visit. “[Since the 
change] there’s more [than] 200 
students in there a day [at a 1300] 
student school, which is pretty 

significant compared to how it 
was before [when] there were 
maybe 15 students.”

The revival of the space was 
due to restructuring the library. 

“We removed books that had 
not been checked out for at least 
10 years,” Alvarez said. “We re-
tained titles that hold historical 
importance to the school. The 
library team then reconfigured 
the books to more closely resem-
ble a modern bookstore, [and] 
adding titles monthly based on 
staff and student requests.”

With experiences like this, 
Alvarez hopes to foster an envi-
ronment at Aragon that is repre-
sentative of every student.

“The most important thing 
that a principal can do is to cre-
ate a big enough table for every 
student to find a seat at,” Alva-
rez said. “My guiding princi-
ple is making sure that when I 
show up to school that I’m about 

every student every day … It’s 
about creating the most com-
plete, comprehensive educa-
tional program that you can put 
together with the resources that 
you have that meets the needs 
of every student, and trying to 
create that sense of belonging 
for every student.” 

To do so, Alvarez first plans to 
get to know Aragon better. 

“I’m really looking forward 
to walking the halls of Aragon 
and learning from students,” 
Alvarez said. “And being a part 
of an education community … at 
all different levels, whether it’s 
administrative, whether it’s stu-
dent, whether it’s parent. Me be-
ing able to intersect all of those 
different groups is something 
that I’m looking forward to, and 
learning how to be a better ad-
ministrator through the needs 
[I’m] able to identify and figure 
out a way to solve.”

Ellie Blakely
news writer

———
On June 2, San Mateo coun-

ty voters will select between 
Chelsea Bonini and Héctor 
Camacho in a race for county 
superintendent of schools. The 
election will have implications 
for the education system across 
San Mateo County.

The county superintendent of 
schools heads the County Office 
of Education, which provides 
support services for districts 
in the county, ensures they are 
compliant with state laws and 
reviews and approves districts’ 
budgets. The county superin-
tendent also oversees special 
education programs and Court 
and Community Schools, which 
serve vulnerable students, such 
as those in the juvenile justice 
system, those who have been 
expelled or those who are expe-
riencing homelessness.

The role was previously held 
by Nancy Magee, who retired 
in February and died of cancer 
in April.

Camacho, the executive di-
rector of Equity, Social Justice 
and Inclusion at the Office of 
Education and a trustee on the 
San Mateo County Board of Ed-
ucation, began his 27-year-long 
career in education working as 
a classroom aide and has since 
held many roles in education, 
including as a teacher and uni-
versity administrator. 

Camacho said he was per-
suaded to run for superin-
tendent largely because of 
changes in education by the 
federal government.

“We had a new federal ad-
ministration come in, and the 
goals of that administration, as 
a California educator, felt very 
contrary to what we are trying 
to do here in California schools 
around [inclusivity],” Cama-
cho said. “The work that [I’ve] 
been doing has been leading 

to this moment where we need 
a real champion for children, 
for young people, for students 
— particularly those that have 
been and continue to be margin-
alized and [are] now attacked by 
their federal government.”

Bonini also began her ca-
reer as a teacher. She then 
became an attorney and prac-
ticed law for 25 years. She 
became involved in the local 
education system through her 
kids’ school and served as a 
trustee on the San Mateo Fos-
ter City School District Board. 
Bonini also 
served 
on other 
c o m m i s -
sions in the 
C ou nt y 
Office of 
Educa-
tion and 
is cur-

rently a trustee on the County 
Board of Education.

She said her experience as 
a mother has led her to focus 
on improving services for stu-
dents with disabilities. 

“[A family member] has some 
mental health disabilities, so 
I started doing a lot of advoca-
cy around mental health and 
special education and students 
with disabilities,” Bonini said. 
“We need to really focus on spe-
cial education and make sure 
that we’re serving kids each 
and every day and focusing on 
that, and not the processes that 
we get caught up within the le-
gal realm around it.”

While both Bonini and 
Camacho work within educa-
tion in the county, they come 
from roles with differing levels 

of proximity to the superinten-
dent position. Bonini is a trustee 
on the County Board of Educa-
tion, which is a governing body 
that sets policy, while Camacho 
works as an executive director 
at the County Office of Educa-
tion, which implements policy 
and operates programs. 

Some say this seemingly 
slight difference impacts their 
knowledge of the system 
in which the superin-
tendent operates. 
Camacho might 
have an advan-
tage in that he is 
more familiar 
with the 

management 
of the Office 

of Education, of 
which the superin-

tendent is the head.
“Education is a 

system, and it’s a sys-
tem that is not serving 

every student and family 
well,” Camacho said. “So 

you have to have that breadth 
of experience [of] actually doing 
the work to be able to know how 
to move the work [forward].”

However, others say that 
Bonini’s experience of both 
making policy as a trustee on 
the Board of Education make 
her a strong candidate.

“She’s done teaching,” said 
Advanced Placement Psychol-
ogy teacher Carlo Corti. “She’s 
also done legal work, and she’s 
done all kinds of work that just 

hasn’t been as recent [as Cama-
cho’s work]. So [Camacho] is con-
nected to that office because of 
what he did in that particular of-
fice. But [Bonini’s] role as some-
one who’s had to make policy 
and make decisions about policy 
makes her more valuable.”

Some students also say they 
prefer candidates with direct 
experience in education.

“The [county] superintendent 
should definitely have some sort 
of experience within the educa-
tional system,” said sophomore 

Mckenna Lindberg. 
“Especially if they 

have experience 
either as a teach-
er or working 
more closely 
with students in 
several differ-

ent districts, so 
that they have 

a more clear 
understand-

ing of what students and schools 
need, and not necessarily only 
the funding and administration 
part of it.”

Bonini hopes to utilize her 
experience as a trustee on the 
Board of Education to increase 
communication between the 
board and the superintendent 
of schools.

“[I would] push for more 
transparency and accountabil-
ity, which, in my experience so 
far, has been a little bit lacking,” 
Bonini said. “[We have not been] 
told as a board about certain 
agreements that we enter into, 
[and have not been] part of some 
of the roles that are embedded 
in the education code, like the 
courses of study that we offer 
students and our schools.”

One of the main priorities 
for both candidates is im-

proving literacy rates across 
the county. 

“Right now about 55% of our 
students are reading at grade 
level by third grade,” Camacho 
said. “That is not something to 
be celebrated … That needs to 
be 100%. We need to go all in, 
particularly on early literacy 
because we know that you can’t 
have access to advanced litera-
ture, you can’t have access to sci-
ence … if you cannot read well.”

In addition to literacy, Cama-
cho also plans to prioritize sup-
port for teachers.

“We have an educator work-
force that is over taxed, un-
derpaid and under supported 
in many ways,” Camacho said. 
“We have to look at salary over-
all, housing, transportation 
[and] recruiting and retaining 
quality educators.”

While the two candidates 
seem to have similar goals, 
Camacho may have an advan-
tage in the race. He has raised 
more money for his campaign 
than Bonini, reflecting support. 
He has also been endorsed by 
the San Mateo Daily Journal 
and most local officials, includ-
ing the three previous superin-
tendents of schools.

In spite of this, Bonini was 
endorsed by the California and 
San Mateo Union High School 
District Teachers Associations.

“She’s always shown her-
self to be someone who puts 
students first, who’s willing to 
listen to people who work in 
classrooms about what the best 
interests and possibilities are 
for the students,” Corti said. 
“Her actual plans are about try-
ing to put resources into special 
education programs and work-
er training programs, while 
also maintaining academic ex-
cellence in our schools. She just 
has the right message.”

Ultimately, voters will decide 
who they want to lead educa-
tion in San Mateo County.

EVA LUDWIG
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Alvarez to be Aragon’s new principal starting July 1

Bonini and Camacho face off for superintendent
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New phone policy
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“I appreciate the flexibility [of the current policy],” 
said junior Emily Ma. “[During] school hours, I often 
use my phone to contact [club] members, coordinate 
events for Leadership that are happening, … as well 
as to contact my parents in case I need to coordinate 
pick up times [or] ask them about something.” 

In contrast, 66.1% of teachers favored a bell-to-
bell phone policy, and some students, like fresh-
man Isabella Proemsey, also acknowledge positive 
outcomes a phone ban could bring.

“[It’s] difficult when the teachers have to keep ask-
ing kids to put their phones away,” Proemsey said. 
“[If] they’re in the middle of a lesson or explaining 
something, [the teaching] gets really choppy.”

While the committee itself estimated that costs 
could require anywhere between $150,000 to 
$200,000 per year, following evaluation of various 
phone case models, the QuietCase model was rec-
ommended as best suited to the committee’s con-
siderations, when considering  affordability, dura-
bility and signal blocking strengths, while Yondrs 
emerged as the second choice.

A decision that the committee had a difficult 
time agreeing on was phone use during emer-
gency situations. 

“[In] an emergency, … parents will be contact-
ed immediately,” said Dean Donna Krause. “There 
would be a phone blast that would go out …[Also] 
if there is an emergency, you don’t have time to 
[get your phones back].” 

Krause noted that whether students would re-
ceive their phones back was still a pending decision.

Regardless, some students doubt the effective-
ness of the protocol, especially if families depend 
on phones as a primary method of communica-
tion. According to the fall 2025 Panorama Sur-
vey, 48% of students reported using their phones 
throughout the school day to communicate with 
parents or guardians.

“[My] parents [are] not really into technology 
that much,” Vasquez said. “I’m usually the one 
telling them what to do and how all this school 
stuff works, [including] technology. So me calling 
or texting them would be way easier than them 
getting an email from the school, especially since 
their first language isn’t English.”

The Board also acknowledged concerns about 
hindering the development of crucial digital me-
dia literacy skills, especially in an era when navi-
gating technology in a healthy manner is empha-
sized. Some students share this sentiment. 

“When we exit the school environment, there 
won’t be anyone who’s collecting our phones from 
us and locking [them] away so that, as [adults], 
we’re focused on our studies or work,” Ma said. 
“And really it comes down to whether the indi-
vidual has the motivation and the dedication to 
maintain that discipline. That’s a really import-
ant skill that we should be building up in school, 
learning how to rely on [our] own minds to resist 
those distractions.”

In response, the District also plans to imple-
ment a digital literacy curriculum alongside the 
policy, addressing social media and online safety, 
mental health impacts and healthy device bound-
aries. Additional details are still underway.

Overall, the new phone policy is intended to be 
a blanket policy across the district, with specific 
implementation varying by each site. 

With mixed opinions  and continual updates 
being made to the phone policy that will remain 
in effect for five years until its presumed next re-
vision, the outcomes of these changes in SMUHSD 
remains to be seen.

This editorial represents the opinions of 
14 out of 14 Outlook editors.

———
After reviewing a district-wide 

survey and their task force con-
sisting of a select group of repre-
sentatives from San Mateo Union 
High School District schools, the 
district implemented a bell-to-bell 
policy against Superintendent Ran-
dall Booker’s suggestion. This pol-
icy, in compliance with Gov. Gavin 
Newsom’s Phone-Free School Act, 
will require students to put their 
phones into QuietCase lockable 
phone pouches for the entirety of 
the school day, a mandate 
the Outlook opposes. 

During the de-
cision process, 
Booker met 
with princi-
pals from all 
school sites 
to discuss op-
tions. His rec-
ommendation 
to the Board 
of Trustees was 
to implement a 
policy that did not 
extend into 
non-instr uc-
tional times. 

The Out-
look stands 
behind Book-
er’s recom-
mendation to 
the board to vote against the blan-
ket bell-to-bell policy. A survey of 
58 Aragon staff members found 
that 65.5% of respondents believed 
the district’s policy should include 
“site discretion to devise their own 
plans,” and a survey of 757 students 
and families saw that 77.5% were 
against a policy that extend-
ed into brunch and lunch 
times, which is what this 
new policy will do. The 
board neglected this 
data and Booker’s 
recommendation. 
Their decision was 
based on a broader 
district-wide sur-
vey and a task force 
that included a sin-
gle Aragon student 
and two parents — 
hardly enough to be rep-
resentative of the 
Aragon community. 

Even the dis-
trict-wide survey, 
which fails to break 
down site-to-site 
differences between 
schools, did not 
fully align with the final policy as 
passed by the board, finding that 
56.6% of families, 30.8% of educa-
tors and 84.7% of students believed 
in keeping the current practices 
surrounding phone policy. 

The Outlook asked trustee Jenni-
fer Jacobson why the district did not 
allow individual sites to adopt their 
own policies.

“We just felt that we wanted this 
to be a unified choice,” Jacobson 
said. “One thing that was put for-
ward was the idea of equity: San 
Mateo has this [bell-to-bell] policy 
and there have been positive ben-
efits from it that are measurable 
and observable. Some parents felt 
that it’s not fair that those benefits 
are restricted to kids at San Mateo 
High School. Shouldn’t they be ex-
tended to all of the students in the 
whole district?”

However, data from both the dis-
trict-wide and Aragon surveys con-
clude that the majority of parents 
and students simply do not take 
this stance. Each school communi-

ty is different, and what works for 
San Mateo High does not guaran-
tee success in Aragon, Hillsdale or 
any of the other diverse schools in 
the district.

“When you go [to] different plac-
es [that] have a …  different culture, 
sometimes you do get kids who just 
sit in the hallway and scroll, and so 
they’re not having that interaction 
with their peers,” said assistant 
principal Andrew Hartig. “We see a 
lot less of that [at Aragon]. We [do] 
have some students who do that, but 
most of our students tend to be far 
more social.”

The Outlook also has concerns 
about the cost of implementing 

this new cellphone policy. 
QuietCase lockable phone 

pouches cost upwards of 
$18 per pouch, and for 
the 9,000 students in 
the district, the grand 
total comes to ap-
proximately $162,000 
taken out of the gen-

eral fund, being routed 
from money that’s spent 

on teachers’ salaries, 
electricity bills and other 

school projects. If the 
concern is students’ 
mental health, the 
Outlook argues that 
these extensive funds 
could be better spent 
on other initiatives 
that may have a larger 

impact than removing phones from 
the equation: providing a designat-
ed wellness office for schools that 
don’t already have one, more well-
ness counselors, improved mental 
health resources and curriculum, 
among other efforts. Increasing the 
amount of student-student inter-

action isn’t solely accom-
plished by taking away 

phones either. More 
lunchtime student 

activities support-
ed or created 
by the school 
would prompt 
students to con-
nect more than 
simply remov-

ing phones from 
the equation. 

“If we’re looking 
at student men-
tal health crises, 
not only do we 
need access to 
a wellness cen-
ter and wellness 
service, we also 
need a harm 
reduction pro-

gram to educate people,” said assis-
tant principal of Burlingame High 
School Jordan Loey. “[Burlingame is] 
one of the last schools that doesn’t 
have its own designated wellness 
center … [The bell-to-bell policy is] 
not the silver bullet that’s going 
to solve all of the student mental 
health crises.”

The Outlook chiefly recommends 
repealing this cell phone policy im-
mediately; however, we recognize 
the unlikeliness that the school 
board would be willing to reverse 
such a significant decision so quick-
ly. Thus, when the second semester 
repolling and reevaluation of the 
phone policy occurs, the Outlook 
must emphasize the weight of this 
data. Polling results and communi-
ty opinions from students, teachers 
and parents should become espe-
cially influential when those com-
munity members have actually dealt 
with the changes in action. For a 
mandate this restrictive and wide-
spread, the district must be open to 
feedback and fluidity.
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Editorial: phone policy phlops

77.5% of Aragon families 
are against a cell phone pol-
icy that extends beyond the 

classroom

65.5% of Aragon staff mem-
bers believed the policy 

should include site discretion 
regarding implementation
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Diya Gourineni
news writer

———
On April 17, juniors and se-

niors headed to SVN West in 
San Francisco to attend Ara-
gon’s annual Prom from 7-10 
p.m. Following the theme of 
Midnight Masquerade, some 
students donned masks and 
dark or silver-colored outfits.

A three floor venue, SVN 
West marked a new space for 
students, as last year’s prom 
was at the InterContinental in 
San Francisco. There were photo 
booths and a coat check on the 
first floor, the dance floor and 
food were located on the second 
floor and students could play 
mini golf on the rooftop. Masks 
were laid out on tables and bal-
loons decorated the venue in ac-
cordance with the theme.

Leadership adviser Lindsay 
Bussey discussed why the venue 
was changed.

“We’ve been at [the San Fran-
cisco Design Center] for ages, 
but there was a request to move 
prom from Friday to Saturday, 
so we obliged [and] that required 
us to move [locations],” Bussey 
said. “Last year we were at the 
InterContinental Hotel [and] we 
were planning on going back 
there, [but] they were going to 
upcharge us by $20,000 more 
than what we paid last year.”

This year’s prom cost 
$100 for each student, sold 
throughout the month of 
March and the first few 
weeks of April. Some stu-
dents found the expense to 
be costly. Although last year’s 
prom also cost $100, previ-

ous years had cheaper prices, 
with a range of $60-85. 

“Students have to realize 
that [the price] includes the 
venue, all of your food,” Bussey 

said. “The last two years we’ve 
had an Italian buffet, the 
[photo booth], [a] DJ, all of the 
games and activities. So it’s 
really an all inclusive price. 
When you get [to the venue], 
you do not have to shell out 
money for anything else … We 
do make every effort possible 
to keep our [pricing for] prom 
tickets as low as possible, and 
sometimes we have to move 
the location to make sure that 
we don’t have to roll the cost 
over to students.”

Students had mixed opinions 
about the venue.

“I [enjoyed] the venue,” said 
senior Ethan Guo. “Having three 
floors gives me more space to 
walk around [and] I like not 
jumping around in one place.”

However, senior Sathini 
Senthilkumar took issue with 
the rooftop part of the venue. 

“For the people who didn’t 
get to go to the rooftop initially, 
it was kind of disappointing for 
them because they didn’t get 
to do [mini golf] later [once it 

got dark],” Senthilkumar said. 
“They could have had better 
lighting [on] the rooftop, be-
cause it wasn’t that bright.”

Senior Maria Medina Dussan 
appreciated some aspects of the 
venue but felt there was room 
for improvement at prom.

“Because the venue is so 
big and open, it feels very 

empty and there’s not as many 
activities,” Dussan said. ”[On] 
the dance floor, because it’s 
so big, people aren’t really en-
couraged to dance, but the DJ 
is really good.”

Senior Estela Valero had a 
different perspective, explain-
ing concerns with the event.

“They need some more light-
ing in [the dance area],” Valero 
said. “[But]  it’s a little bit too 
[bright] in the main hallways 
and outside downstairs. Also the 
DJ, [is the] same DJ from all the 
other years … He doesn’t play 
the best music.”

During the event, students 
could choose from a variety of 
food, with pasta, salad and des-
serts being offered. Students 

had mixed reactions regarding 
the quality of the food, however.

“[The food] was subpar,” Guo 
said. “The pasta was not al den-
te, the salad was very lackluster, 
[but] the desserts were fine.”

Junior Ollie Amaro ex-
pressed a different opinion, 
enjoying the different variety 
of food.

“The food’s amazing,” Amaro 
said. “I love the pasta, the des-
serts are great as well.” 

Many students questioned 
why tiramisu, one of the foods 
advertised as part of the buf-
fet on the Canvas Dashboard, 
was missing. The lack of al-
lergy warning labels for food 
items also was questioned, 
especially by an online peti-
tion about Prom posted by 
an Instagram account called 
@prom.petition. Bussey ad-
dressed the concerns by not-
ing the discrepancy in com-
munication between SVN 
West and the Aragon leader-
ship team.

“We did check with [SVN 
West about] allergens and cross 
contamination,” said Bussey. 
“The only thing that we were 
told that was an issue was going 
to be the bread that had sesame 
seeds on it. We were told nothing 
else is going to be an issue. We 
started realizing the tiramisu 
was an issue when people with 
nut sensitivities started having 
reactions, and then immediately 
we pulled the tiramisu from the 
options for that night.”

As the night came to an end, 
seniors reflected on their last 
high school dance.

“It was kind of crazy towards 
the end, just thinking about how 
we only have a few weeks left 
before we graduate,” Senthilku-
mar said. “I feel like everything 
is more enjoyable when you find 
out that it’s your last one [and] it 
was pretty special to me.”

The next dance, Homecom-
ing, is expected to be held on 
Sept. 26

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
“[The most memorable 

pieces for me were] ‘Burn-
ing Up That Hill,’ and ‘This is 
Me,’ [from] ‘Stranger Things,’” 
said freshman Tina Zhang. “I 
kind of recognize the charac-
ter, so I find it kind of memo-
rable. And [the visual engi-
neering is] so good.”

Aragon Ballet Folklorico 
danced Jarabe Tapatio. 

“We chose the most enthu-
siastic and vibrant dances 
and we also tried to do that 
with our costumes,” said Les-
ly Alegria, junior and Aragon 

Ballet Folk-
lorico vice 

president. “We [chose our] 
colors because those are the 
ones that stand out the most 
when performing. Sharing 
a lot of the footwork [was]  
definitely difficult, especially 
with the club members that 
recently joined ... but honestly, 
everyone [is] insanely amazing 
[and] they’re really fast learn-
ers, and you can see that they 
enjoy doing folklorico.”

The showcase included 
many whole class and group 
performances, as well as solos 
and small group performances. 
There were a variety of styles of 
dance, many featuring dances 
from different cultures.

“We [all] had countless re-
hearsals and stage rehearsals 
together, and that was really 

fun,” Warrier said. “Bringing 
together dancers from differ-
ent backgrounds and different 
styles and who have different 
experiences is a beautiful part 
of this. Whether it was the dance 
team or [dance clubs] or the 
dance classes, everyone came to-
gether with one purpose.”

The show ended off with 
a performance featuring the 
entire cast and participants 
of the show, titled “A Little 
Party,” followed by bows and 
curtain calls. 

“I really liked [the per-
formance],” said sophomore 
Jennifer Kim. “I walked in 
thinking it would just be a 
show [and didn’t really have 
expectations], but [after 
watching it, it] really made 
me excited. I plan [on going] 
to future shows now because 
of this one.”

Some members of the audi-
ence found that they resonat-
ed with the performances. 

“I love dance,” said audi-
ence member Jean McFad-
den. “I dance myself, so I ap-
preciate everything that was 
happening. I liked the solos, 

and the people who put so 
much effort into it. The visu-
als were amazing, [and] it was 
amazing to watch. I was very 
charmed by all the dancers.”

Many of the performers 
hope to continue participat-
ing in “Til the Break of Dons” 
next year.

“There’s a certain amount 
of satisfaction that comes 
from executing a successful 
performance,” Warrier said. 
“You see that the audience 
was happy with it [and] ev-
eryone around you 
was happy with 
their performances.”

“Till the Break of 
Dons” will return in 
May 2027. 
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 Aragon dance program showcases “Till the Break of Dons”

Dons masquerade at SVN West for prom

JAYSON LIU

JAYSON LIUSenior Monet Jalbert, junior Kirthana Warrier and junior Claire Dong dance at the showcase.

Students dance at prom.
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new chapters: teacher retirement

Former varsity girls soccer coach 
and current Physical Education 
teacher Michael Flynn is retiring at 
the end of the 2025-26 school year. 
Flynn has worked 32 years in edu-
cation, 21 of which were at Aragon. 
Flynn first started at Aragon as a 
soccer coach in 1996 and became a PE 
teacher two years later.

Flynn credits his retirement to fu-
ture plans with his wife, and plans on 
moving to Spain in the coming year.

“Normally, the magic number [of 
retirement] is about 62 and a half,” 
Flynn said. “But with everything go-
ing on in the world and politically, 
what’s happening in this country, we 
felt it was best to finish now so that 
we can travel. My wife and I are plan-
ning to move abroad … We want to 
be able to enjoy traveling while we’re 
young enough.”

Many students appreciate Flynn’s 
unique approach to teaching PE class.

“My favorite aspect of Mr. Flynn is 
his optimism and positivity,” said 

freshman Joel Levitt. “In many 
ways, a lot of stu-

dents tend 
to [not] 

be excited for PE class, but Mr. Flynn 
does an incredible job of trying to 
make the environment fun [and] en-
gaging … Every day we line up in our 
typical roll call spots, [and] as soon 
as we start our warm ups, Mr. Fly-
nn comes to me and my friend and 
shares with us [a] fact of the day, 
and we’ve made it a ritual.”

Flynn recalls one of his favorite 
memories teaching.

“One of my former students pre-
sented me with her banner to San 
Jose State,” Flynn said. “She said, ‘You 
believed in me. You kept on pushing 
me, even though I wasn’t a very good 
runner. Your words were inspiring, 

and it motivated me to continue to 
work out.’ And you don’t 

hear a lot of that as a 
PE teacher.”

Art teacher Kathryn Katcher is 
retiring at the end of the 2025-26 
school year. Katcher has worked at 
Aragon for 28 years.

“It’s time to do something else,” 
Katcher said. “I look at life as a 
journey, and it’s time to do some-
thing different … Don’t expect life 
to be a straight path.  You don’t want 

to get from point A to point B, and 
when you die, say, ‘Look what a nice 
straight line I have.’ Doesn’t make 
[for] a very interesting story.”

Katcher stressed the benefits of 
retirement, citing newfound oppor-
tunities as a key perk.

“[It’s] an opportunity to spend 
more time with my kids and grand-
kids and do my own art and travel 
and do whatever the heck I want, 
sleep in [or] clean my closets,” Katch-
er said. “I’m just going to see where 
the wind blows me for a while.”

Throughout her years of teaching, 
Katcher had many unique  experiences.

“The interesting thing about 
teaching is that every day is differ-
ent,” Katcher said. “We’ve had lots of 
unexpected moments in our class, 
both good and bad. I’ve had wonder-
ful artistic moments; I’ve had fights 
break out in my room; I’ve had all 
kinds of things.”

Many students praise Katcher for 
her supportive nature and passion 
for art.

“I really like her as a teacher,”  
said senior Elsa Richerson. “She’s 
really nice. She’s always supported 
me. I always feel comfortable in her 
room, even when I don’t have her as 
a teacher.”

Some students appreciate the vari-
ation of art mediums Katcher pro-
vides in her class.

“You get a lot of that creative free-
dom in her class specifically,” Rich-

erson said. “You explore a lot more 
mediums than you do in other art 
classes because you can choose be-
tween regular drawings, paintings of 
various mediums. You can even do a 
couple of mixed media pieces.”

Katcher learned a lot after she 
transitioned from freelance costume 
designer to becoming a teacher.

“The biggest lesson I learned is 
being involved is always more fun 
than being on the outskirts, so put 
yourself out there,” Katcher said. 
“Jumping in the middle of things is 
good … When I first started here, I 
was a younger teacher, and  [I was] 
busy with [my] family and I didn’t 
get to know my colleagues very well 
because I was just too overwhelmed. 
And then when you have a little more 
spare time, you get to know little bits 
and pieces of people.”

Katcher remains excited about all 
the changes that could happen for 
her in the near future.

Kathryn 
Katcher

michael
flynn

By Seanan Young, News Writer

COURTESY OF MICHAEL FLYNN

MADELINE ALLEN

MADELINE ALLEN

2000: Katcher 
taught Creative 
Foods class and 
art classes 

2022

1999

2026: Katcher retires

1996: 
Flynn 
started 
coach-
ing soc-
cer at 
Aragon

2003

2005

2001

1998: Flynn 
started teach-
ing PE at 
Aragon

2000

1998: Katcher began teaching 3D 
Art and Fashion Design at Aragon

COURTESY OF 
KATHRYN KATCHER

2017: Flynn re-
turned to Aragon

2008: Flynn moved 
to Crystal Springs 
as athletic director 
and soccer coach

2019

2026: Flynn 
retires

2004: Katcher 
taught Advanced/ 
AP Art and Art
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Naomi Kotani
news writer

———
On Jan. 20, 2025, his first day in office, President 

Donald Trump issued an executive order targeting 
birthright citizenship for children born to parents 
who are in the country illegally. The order has since 
faced many legal challenges, with lower courts tend-
ing to block it as unconstitutional and against histori-
cal precedent. The Supreme Court heard arguments 
regarding the executive order’s constitutionality on 
April 1.

The 14th Amendment guarantees citizenship for 
anyone born in the U.S. and “subject to the jurisdiction 
thereof,” which has historically been taken to refer to 
someone under U.S. legal authority. However, Solicitor 
General John Sauer, who represented the federal gov-
ernment in the case, interpreted the clause in his ar-
guments as restricting the group to which birthright 
citizenship can be applied. 

Trump’s order asserted that people born in the 
U.S. can only become citizens if at least one of their 
parents is in the country on a non-temporary visa, 
claiming that the 14th Amendment does not consid-
er individuals who don’t check this box to be under 
U.S. jurisdiction. 

However, in 1898, the Supreme Court es-
tablished in the case United States v. Wong 
Kim Ark that anyone born on U.S. soil 
was automatically given citizenship 
under the 14th Amendment, no matter 
their parents’ legal status. The case in-
volved  an American-born man with Chi-
nese parents, Wong Kim Ark, who was denied 
reentry into the U.S. after traveling internationally. 

In response to Sauer’s interpretation of the ju-
risdiction clause, several justices said that he 
was stretching the evidence he used to back 
up his claims. 

Additionally, Trump has said that the 14th Amend-
ment was intended specifically to ensure citizenship 
for the children of formerly enslaved people, but this 
has been disproved by legal experts.

“I see the Trump administration trying to use a 
selective, revisionist interpretation of the historical 
record of the 14th Amendment … to bolster their argu-
ment,” said Kyle Serrott, an ethnic studies and politi-
cal science professor at Skyline College.

Trump sat in on a portion of the arguments, which 
no other president has done before. 

“He was trying to intimidate the justices,” Serrott 
said. “During Sauer’s arguments with Trump sitting 
right behind him, the justices were pushing back and 
resisting some of those arguments by the Solicitor 

General. It is unprecedented for [presidents] to go to 
[the court] ... This was a blatant disregard for any no-
tion of separation [of government].”

Many legal experts expect the Supreme Court to 
rule that Trump’s executive order is unconstitutional. 
But despite that, the fact that birthright citizenship is 
being questioned at all has raised concerns for some.

“The amount of precedent that we’re setting mov-
ing backwards right now is absolutely sickening and 
horrifying,” said senior Sophia Rayes. “It’s so disheart-
ening, because you think that there’d be linear move-
ment, that we’d go forward and … strive to be better, 
and the fact that we are being worse right now 
is just terrible.”

For junior Cassey Rae Yokoo, who has 
citizenship because of the 14th 
Amendment, 

Trump’s attempts to 
change birthright citizen-
ship has caused feelings of 

anxiety. It has also led her to reflect on her citizenship. 
“It’s easy to take it for granted that I am a citizen 

of the U.S.,” Yokoo said. “But at the same time, I’m ex-
tremely grateful that I am a citizen [because of birth-
right citizenship] and I don’t have to go through any 
processes or have to be worried about, ‘Is [Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement] gonna be at my door? Do I 
have the right documents?’”

One of the reasons Trump has cited for wanting 
to limit birthright citizenship is to prevent tourists 
from giving birth in the U.S. to obtain citizenship for 
their children. This concept, known as birth tourism, 
or derogatorily, having “anchor babies,” accounted 
for less than 1% of births in 2020, according to the 
Center for Immigration Studies, which advocates for 
low levels of immigration. 

Even if the Supreme Court strikes down the execu-
tive order, Serrott said that the case will likely have 
a long-lasting impact on the framing of immigrants, 
especially considering the historical use of certain an-
ti-immigrant rhetoric which has been used to justify 
exclusionary policies.

“Stereotypes, racialized notions of who people are, 
those stay around,” Serrot said. “We’re seeing that all the 
way back from the 1880s. The federal government and 
the culture said that Chinese immigrants stole the jobs 
of hard working ‘real’ Americans. And then you see that 
today applied to people from Central and South America 
that are coming to the United States, this trope that 

they’re stealing jobs. These racist definitions that 
get applied to whole groups, they stay. We’re go-

ing to see the aftermath of this long after 
Trump is out of office.”

In the case that the Supreme Court 
decides the order is constitutional, 

there is uncertainty over how exactly it 
would be enforced.

“When you give birth to a child and you’re at the 
hospital, they print up the birth certificate and they 
send it to the state,” Serrott said. “Is the hospital sup-

posed to check the citizenship status or the le-
gal residency status of the mother? Do they 
have to go before a court to certify that 
they’re a citizen?” 

This could lead to such babies be-
coming stateless, meaning they are 
not recognized as citizens by any 

country, which could make it difficult 
for them to access rights like educa-

tion and healthcare. 
“You are taking away opportu-

nities from so many people who 
did nothing but be born in a 
different country,” Rayes said.

Even though Serrott and other legal experts 
do not think that the Supreme Court will side with 
Trump, there are other ways birthright citizenship 
might be changed. 

“There could be an effort to pass a law that fur-
ther restricts who can and can’t be citizens, and 
to give further definition of birthright citizenship 
that would end up being litigated in some way,” 
Serrott said. “But as far as changing or amending 
the 14th Amendment of the Constitution? That’s not 
likely at all … If you passed a law, you would get a 
lot more buy-in from judges, because they could say 
this is not just an executive order. This is Congress. 
It’s more legitimate than an executive order.”

The Supreme Court is expected to reach a deci-
sion over the summer.

Siddharth Gopinath
news writer

———
On April 24 and 25, Aragon held its 

inaugural Don Model Congress. The 
event was hosted by two clubs, Ara-
gon’s Harvard Model Congress club 
and Model United Nations club.

“A good number of people that are 
in HMC are also in Model UN because 
it’s similar,” said senior HMC trea-
surer Kate Sato. “This is the first time 
that there has been an official Model 
UN and HMC coming together.”

The similarities lie in how HMC 
and MUN model real world politi-
cal discussions. 

“The aim of Model Congress is to 
[simulate] what it should be like,” 
said junior HMC Louis Riviere. 
“We’re not trying to be what it is 
like, but what it should be. And our 
club, we educate people on how the 
American government works.”

During the event, which was free to 
all Aragon students, people would act 
as either a member of the Presidential 
cabinet or a U.S. Representative. The 
mock house of representatives worked 
to pass a bill that helped their side as 
much as possible. In the presidential 
cabinet group, students worked to-
gether as heads of departments to ad-
vise the president of the best course of 
action in a mock crisis. 

Discussion during the House of 
Representatives was split into two 
parts, moderated and unmoderated 
caucuses. In moderated ones, repre-
sentatives took turns giving speeches 
to other students and the chair who 
moderated it, while in unmoderated 
caucuses, they could collaborate with 
members of their party to form a 
strategy or engage in open discussion 
with the opposite party.

“I liked the unmoderated caucus-
es,” said sophomore Rui Liu. “[There 

was] much less pressure because we’re 
speaking just as you would speak to a 
normal person.”

Representatives often requested 
more time for unmoderated caucuses 
rather than moderated ones, during 
which they often debated other peo-
ple directly.

“There’s a lot of discussion involved 
in HMC,” said senior Calvin Baxter. “It’s 
important and it lets people learn.”

In the presidential Cabinet, a 
pretend crisis was going on: there 
was an outbreak of a dangerous 
disease along the front of the Rus-
sia-Ukraine war. Delegates had to 
advise the president with their ex-
pertise, such as how research for a 
treatment could be done, whether it 
was worth it for America to spend 
even more money to help Ukraine 
and considering the possibility 
that the disease was a biological 
weapon made by Russia.

“Crisis is a situation going on in 
the world,” Riviere said. “We’ll start 
it with something that’s actually go-
ing on, but then we’ll diverge it so 
that it doesn’t stay too political.”

The event was attended by 
around 20 students. Originally, 
many more students signed up but 
did not attend. 

“There were supposed to be more 
people to turn out and that signed 
up,” Sato said. “Last minute, people 
had conflicts or they decided to 
drop out.”

Some attendees preferred the low 
attendance.

“I really liked the size of it,” Liu 
said. “It was very small, and it encour-
aged me to speak about my opinion 
without feeling too pressured that 
I’m gonna say something wrong.”

Both clubs have plans on expand-
ing into district-wide participation 
next year.

BRANDON HO

MI NGUYEN
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HMC and MUN host first Don Model Congress

Supreme Court to decide on birthright citizenship
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Generation Z takes on the job market
Ryan Li and Addie Rose

news and features writers

———
According to the Federal 

Reserve Bank of New York, 
in December 2025, the unem-
ployment rate for young Gen-
eration Z people aged 22-27 
was 7.8%.

“We’re cooked,” said sopho-
more Linus Zhao. “On Insta-
gram, TikTok, YouTube Shorts 
or Snapchat, you might have 
seen some [videos] where [there 
is] a person and they have a gi-
ant spreadsheet … and it shows 
that they applied to [work at] 

1,000 places, but in the end, 
they only got offers from one or 
two places. That’s scary.”

Though industries like 
healthcare added 37,000 jobs 
last month, total employment 
excluding health care declined 
by 367,000 since last year. 

CAUSES
Many view entry jobs re-

quiring prior experience as 
a barrier to employment for 
young people. LinkedIn found 
that 35% of entry level jobs 
required three or more years 
of experience, with 60.3% in 
fields like software requiring 
such experience. 

According to World Eco-
nomic Forum, entry level jobs 
as a whole have declined by 
29% from January 2024 to 
September 2025, which has re-
sulted in greater competition 
among Gen Z workers.

“I am noticing that students 
are facing more competition in 
general when it comes to jobs 
and internships, especially for 
positions that offer meaning-
ful and hands-on experience,” 
said Career Technical Educa-
tion Coordinator Queenie Hua. 
“It’s not necessarily [that] the 
opportunities don’t exist … It’s 
just that employers are more 
selective, and many are look-
ing for candidates who already 
have some level of experience.”

Employers tend to avoid 
training employees by hiring 
those with several years of 
experience and advanced de-
grees, so many jobs are hiring 
college students who complet-
ed internships.

“I’ve been trying to apply 
to some jobs myself,” said 
sophomore Robert Mo. “It’s 
difficult to find a good job — 
I’m not even worried about 
the pay at this point. They ei-
ther require me to be older or 
have a degree of some kind … 
I’d be qualified to do some of 

these jobs, but they just don’t 
want me.”

The percentage of older 
workers aged 55 and up has 
increased from 15% to 23% in 
the last 20 years due to higher 
life expectancy and the need 
to save for retirement. How-
ever, older people may not be 
competing for the same jobs as 
young people. 

“The retirement age is go-
ing up and up and up,” said 
senior Aidan Schneider. “My 
parents are both near 60, and 
they’re not retiring for an-
other couple years. [Although] 

older people [are] getting 
these jobs, older people 
generally have stayed in 
the same jobs, and those 
jobs aren’t really chang-
ing … All these new jobs 
are sparking up, so people 
could get those jobs, so to 
blame all the old people 
for taking up all jobs is 
pretty bad.”

Difficulties for young 
people to obtain jobs can 
also be attributed to the 
“low fire, low hire” job 
market, which means 
companies are hiring 
less workers but also fir-
ing less workers. In De-
cember, the hiring rate 
was 3.3% and was steadi-

ly decreasing. 
This can be attributed to 

uncertainty for businesses, 
which makes them hesitant 
to hire young workers. 
President Donald Trump’s 
tariffs and mass depor-
tations have created 
uncertainty due to 
increased costs, 
and reduced la-
bor supply. 

“Because the 
economy is less 
stable, people 
are more hes-
itant to hire 
new [gradu-
ates],” said 
Leo Zhuang, 
an employed 
member of 
Gen Z. “[The 
instability ex-
ists because] 
the president can 
single hand-
edly raise the Dow 
Jones [index, which 
tracks the stocks of 30 
high-profile companies] 
... [If] he makes a com-
ment, [that] we go bomb Iran 
[or] we kidnap the Venezuelan 
president, then [the economy 
changes] overnight.”

One of the potential causes 
behind the high unemployment 
rate is artificial intelligence, 
which companies are begin-
ning to use to replace workers. 
According to Goldman Sachs, 
AI could automate 25% of work 
tasks in the U.S., including 46% 
of office and administrative 
jobs, though, so far, Anthropic 
states that AI’s actual exposure 
to tasks is a lot lower.

“My current ability level 
could be easily replaced by AI,” 
Mo said. “You could probably 
ask ChatGPT how to fix a com-
puter, and they’d fix it faster 
than I could. The first step to-
wards getting a better job is 
getting a job first. [AI] just re-

moved that first step, [making] 
entry level work impossible.” 

Tech companies like Meta, 
Microsoft, Amazon and Google 
laid off tens of thousands of 
workers after the COVID-19 
pandemic due to lower prof-
its and overhiring during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, so older 
Gen Z tech workers entered a 
crowded job market.

“[Tech companies] are 
making money; they’re not 
doing poorly,” Zhuang said. 
“They can pay their employ-
ees. The thing that upsets me 
is that it’s clear they hired 
too many people … and they 
are just cutting headcount to 
improve margins … Why did 
you hire these folks in the 
first place?” 

IMPACT
The job hunt process not only 

poses problems on an organiza-
tional level but has an emotional 
cost. Many experience frustra-
tion, stress and self-doubt be-
cause of their inability to get a 
reply to an application or an ac-
ceptance of the position. 

“Not getting responses is 
discouraging, especially if I’m 
reaching out to professors in 
my [biology] department,” said 
Aragon alumnus Toby Har-
ris. “It’d be nice if they would 
reach back 

a n d 
at least tell me that 
their lab didn’t have 
any spots.”

The 
j o b 
mar-
ket 
crisis 
can also 
have an effect 
on Gen 
Z work-
ers’ con-
fidence. 
For example, 

many Gen Z workers feel held 
back by factors they cannot con-
trol, with 40% of Gen Z believ-

ing their personal background 
and 40% believing their educa-
tion prevents them from reach-
ing their ideal career, according 
to the World Economic Forum. 

SOLUTIONS
In spite of the difficulty 

many have faced with gaining 
employment, some have pro-
posed ways to overcome them. 

Some believe that educa-
tional institutions should 

try to 
combat lack 

of employment. 
“Within the College and 

Career Center, be-
tween me and 

Ms. Mary, we 
help students 

prepare not 
only for col-
lege, but for 

their po-
tential job 

oppor-
tunities 

and in-
ternship 

opportunities … [by helping] 
them with [their] interview-
ing skills, mock interviews 

[and] resumes,” Hua said. 
“[With] all the resources 
available at Aragon, I hope 
the students will take advan-
tage of [them].”

In addition to efforts made 
by schools and applicants, 
some believe that employers 
also have an important role 
to play in improving the job 
market for young people. Em-
ployers might help by offering 
more entry-level positions that 
do not require extensive prior 
experience, as well as provid-
ing training opportunities 
that allow students to build 
skills on the job.

Some believe persistence 
and strong communication 
can make a significant dif-
ference in the job search 

process on the applicant 
end as well, especially in a 
competitive market where 
some applicants may give 
up too early. 

“[Applying to jobs] 
is a process,” Hua said. 
“It takes time, patience, 
networking and follow-
through. If a student 
has good communica-
tion skills and if the em-
ployer says, ‘Well, we’re 

not hiring at this point,’ 
I would recommend [ask-

ing for] their email, [and 
sending a message saying], 
‘Thank you, I understand 
you may not be hiring right 
now, but do you mind if I fol-
low up?’”

Even though AI has re-
placed many entry level jobs, 
students can still apply for 
minimum wage jobs that are 
less reliant on computers to 
build their skills. 

“Entry level jobs are 
harder to use AI for, because 
they’re just a lot simpler 
tasks, but they’re a lot more 
physical,” Schneider said. 
“I worked at a golf course. 
[You] can’t replace that with 
AI. I worked as a soccer ref-
eree; you can’t replace that. 
There’s these [jobs like] Mc-
Donald’s workers. You can 
maybe add machines there, 
but you need someone to be 
a technician for that.”

While some jobs still re-
quire human workers, mem-
bers of Gen Z continue to 
face increasing competition 
in the workforce. 

HELEN MCCLOSKEY
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Senior Profiles

Anna Gubman
Fordham University, Theater Design and Production

How did your background in the theater lead to your decision?
My mom owns a hardware store, so I’ve always liked working with my hands and working with tools, and I’ve 
always liked set construction. I did stage through in middle school, but we didn’t really get to do that much, so 
when I found out that we had a tech class at Aragon … I took it sophomore year, and I just fell in love with it. I fell 
in love with the community. I fell in love with doing anything in it, and it’s something I want to do for the rest of 
my life ... One day I painted three stages and I had a ball doing that … I just found it really satisfying. I really like 
Lego. So building a set is like really big Legos … I like the art of it a lot. I like how on your toes you have to be and 
how you have to be a quick thinker to fix things. 

Why did you choose to major in theater design and production?
I ended up choosing it because I did it in high school. And I really loved it. I would work with adults, and they 
came in and helped out with things and taught me … I researched more about it and [learned] you can work in so 
many different fields with that major. Like, so many different things in entertainment. So I was like, this sounds 
pretty handy and maybe possibly couldn’t get fully replaced with AI because they actually need hands on people 
…  If I’m gonna go to college and if everything else is gonna get replaced with AI, I might as well do something 
that I love.

What will the program at Fordham have you do? 
They are going to have me learn pretty much all forms of technical theater. Right now, I’m mostly just doing sets 
and I do stage management, [both of] which I love, but I also really want to learn about lighting … I know nothing 
about sound. I know how to put a mic on, and that’s it … I think I have to take some acting classes, which I’m kind 
of terrified about, but we ball. They do a whole lot of different varieties of shows [like] black box shows, mainstage 
musicals, small plays, showcases … [There’s] a lot of opportunity, which I’m excited for.
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Sylvia Demeule
University of Geneva, Child Development

Why did you choose Switzerland?
It’s kind of always been my plan to go to Switzerland, because my dad’s family is from there, 
and initially, I wasn’t even supposed to go to high school here. I was supposed to move and 
then go to college there, because my parents want me to experience life there. It’s also cheaper 
from an education standpoint. So it was kind of always a plan … I decided to go with Gene-
va, specifically. My grandparents live in that city, so I’m familiar with it, and I know my way 
around. 

Why did you choose child development?
It was hard for me to decide at first, but the second I thought of being a teacher, I just knew in 
my soul that was what I wanted to do. I’ve always appreciated academic environments, and 
I’ve enjoyed learning, and I enjoy helping others learn. [I] just felt it was right for me, and I 
didn’t even have to think that hard about it. I loved elementary school … At the core of it, I 
really wanted to learn, and I want to share that learning with other people … I’ve had so many 
incredible teachers who are in elementary school, but it’s a good form of inspiration to want to 
be like them and maybe incorporate activities hiding in elementary school. 

Why did you choose to become an elementary school teacher?
I don’t want the stress of the older ones, but I don’t want to make kids upset with test scores 
and grades. I feel elementary is a very formative part of somebody’s life. You can really make 
a big impact, even if they don’t remember it that way; you can build good habits for the future 
and help them. And I’ve always gotten along really well with people a lot younger than me, and 
been interested with little crafts and the fun colors. I like that type of art.

Charlotte WangUniversity of British Columbia, Applied Biology

What major did you choose and how did you become  interested in it?
I am an applied biology major, which is basically just biology [in] real world context, rath-
er than just concepts. I picked that major because a lot of the things that I want to go into 
are subsets of biology, so either sports medicine or astrobiology or CRISPR research with 
cancer. They all kind of tie into biology. And I wanted my undergrad major to be pretty 
broad in general, so that I wasn’t stuck to one topic specifically, [or] if I wanted to change 
my mind later on. I’ve always been pretty interested in science my whole life.

What made you choose British Columbia for college?
It’s a really great school, and I used to live up there so I know a lot about it and about the 
area, and I really love Vancouver. I think it’s beautiful and that there’s so much to offer. 
It’s also just a [good] school. I’m not studying kinesiology, but I’m interested in kinesiol-
ogy, [and] it [has] one of the best [kinesiology] programs. And tuition is pretty cheap for 
me. The area in general was one of the big things that attracted me to it. It’s San Francisco 
but prettier, in my opinion, and you get beaches and mountains, but also forests at the 
same time, which I love that so much. And it’s also a pretty big school.
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Why did you choose the Marines?
My family mainly wanted [me] to do it because [I’d]  be first [generation] 
Marines. It’s interesting because it gives you job opportunities that you 
really never thought of. Like, you’d never think that the Marines will have 
electricians or construction workers, but they do. So it kind of opened my 
view to more stuff instead of just infantry. 

Do you have a plan of what you want to do in the Marines? 
I wanted to do infantry, but I just sadly got told that infantry is filled up 
right now, so they’re putting me at [reconnaissance], which is arguably 
more dangerous than infantry … [Recon is when] you go to places where 
there’s supposed to be a battle or go find missing stuff and you just never 
know what’s going to happen. It’s so unprepared.

How does the Marines program work? 
What I’m in right now is called the delayed entry program, so you’re just 
working out every weekend, attending events and all that stuff. And then 
[in] boot camp, you get stationed in San Diego for three months. Then 
you go to … Marine Combat Training school. And I believe in Mississippi, 
you get stationed there for a month. And then depending on what job you 
choose in the Marines, you go to other places. 

U.S. Marines

Noah Miller

Chin-ray Kong
Johns Hopkins University, Pre-med

Why do you want to go into medicine?
I’ve had a lot of people around me who had a lot of medical issues, and I felt a 
little bit helpless, not being able to do anything. And my dad is a doctor as well, 
and sometimes when we’ve been flying on an airplane, and someone’s had an 
issue, he’s been able to step up and help, and I just felt that was very inspiring … 
The moment I wanted to start doing [medicine] was [when] my relative [started 
having] heart issues. It was really stressful. Afterwards, I felt more motivation 
to start getting involved, monitoring devices and blood glucose levels.

What are you looking forward to in college?
Hopkins has their whole Bloomberg medical school. It’s a really high-level 
medical school for this country, and they have a lot of overlapping programs for 
undergraduate students, and they also have research grants and opportunities 
to work with the teachers in their labs.

Libby Dioli Auburn University, Flight

Why did you choose flight school?
I always wanted to be a pilot, and this was the best opportunity for me to be able to go from 
where I am now to the airlines. I’ve already done a lot of work with flying, and I almost have 
my private pilot’s license. Flying is just my passion … [Once] I was at a restaurant with [my 
sister] Anna and my dad and a whole flight crew walked in after getting back from the air-
port, because they had just finished a flight or something, and the captain was a female, and 
I thought it was really cool and inspiring. And since there’s not a ton of representation [for 
women] in the aviation industry, seeing another woman pilot was just a big moment for me, 
and then that kind of inspired me to want to pursue becoming a pilot. 

How do normal classes work out with flight practice?
I mean, there are normal classes that you have to take. I know, [for] part of the major at Au-
burn that I’m doing, I’m gonna have to take some regular math classes and regular physics 
classes. But then there are also aviation-specific weather classes, aerodynamics classes or 

airport operations classes … The way Auburn does it is three days a week, you have 
time blocks where you’re flying, and then on top of [that], you’re 

also taking regular classes and the aviation classes in between.

What about Europe excites you?
The [HEC Paris and Bocconi University] campuses are a lot smaller, especially my campus, [so] 
it’s the real undergraduate experience. It’s one building versus the United States [where there are 
many on campus] … And especially for my program, I’m going to be with 100-ish people for three 
years, so I have a chance to get to know everyone better and make tighter connections, versus hav-
ing different classes with different people every single day.

How did you decide on your major? 
My major is composed of a bunch of different parts. It’s [artificial intelligence], data science and all 
[those similar fields]. But we have to choose a field that we’re specifically interested in, and I’m specif-
ically interested in data science because I [like] watching sports, and I’d hear the commentators talk 
about underlying statistics and X, Y and Z. I started playing a bunch of simulation games … and so 
I started getting interested in data science, because there’s a lot of misunderstandings of what most 
common media says versus what people or what the underlying stats say.. In soccer, there’s something 
called the eye test, versus the stats test. You’ll look at a player dribbling the ball a lot, and you’ll say, ‘Oh, 
he’s a great player.’ He looks like he affects the game a lot, [but] when you go into the statistics of it and 
you see that, yeah, dribbling the ball might look cool on the surface, but is there any actual benefit that 
he’s adding to the team?

Lev Peretz
 HEC Paris and Bocconi University, Data Science
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Jannah Nassef
news writer

———
Earlier this month, the state of Israel 

passed a law prescribing execution by 
hanging for any Palestinian convicted of 
“terrorism-related” acts. The death sen-
tence will exclusively apply to Palestin-
ians in the occupied West Bank, but not 
Israeli settlers convicted of terrorizing 
Palestinian residents; hangings must be 
carried out within 90 days of a ruling.

Proceeding the passing of the act, 
Itamar Ben-Gvir, the Israeli Minister of 
National Security, popped champagne, 
while wearing a noose pin on his suit. 
Days later, Ben-Gvir celebrated his birth-
day with a cake picturing a noose on it as 
well as the message “Sometimes dreams 
do come true.” A law assigning the death 
penalty to one race, but not the other, 
is similar to regimes such as Nazi Ger-
many. Israel’s actions are ironic; descen-
dants of genocide victims are now emu-
lating their oppressor. 

The Death Penalty Information Cen-
ter reports that the death sentence is 
prescribed for those who have commit-
ted deadly “terrorism-related” acts seen 
in Israel’s “Counter Terrorism Law 5776-
2016” with the goal of “negating the state 
of Israel.” The issue with applying such 
a grim, irreversible sentence to cases of 
terrorism, is that the legal bounds and 
specifications of “terrorism” as defined 
in such a way that they could apply to 
a Palestinian acting in self-defense. On 
Oct. 29, 2000, Faris Odeh, a 14-year-old 
boy, was shot in the neck seconds after 
throwing a rock at an Israeli tank. The 
snap shot of this scene became the face 
of resistance in the West Bank as a sym-
bol of a popular means of self-defense 
amongst Palestinian children, known as 
“Dabash” in Arabic. 

General Avi Bluth, responsible for 
managing the occupation of the West 
Bank, confirmed that Israel was practis-
ing a two-tier firing policy where the mil-
itary freely fires at Palestinians throwing 
rocks but specifically avoids shooting Is-

raelis who do the same. Avi Bluth men-
tioned that the Israeli military killed 42 
Palestinians who threw stones in 2025, 
and admitted that the Israeli Defense 
Force does not shoot at Israeli settlers 
for doing the same, due to the “pro-
found societal consequences.” 

The difference between Dabash and 
Israeli-settler violence is that the for-
mer is done by children against 
military personnel responsible 
for terrorizing Palestinian 
families. The latter is done 
by settlers against Palestin-
ian families resting in their 
homes. Not two weeks ago, 
an Israeli settler was filmed 
throwing rocks and attempt-
ing to break into the home of 
activist Issa Amro, a stark 
difference from children 
pelting a tank. And yet, un-
der the law, the settler is 
considered blameless and 
Odeh a terrorist.

In an interview with 
Middle East Eye, Knesset member Amit 
Halevi stated that during the IDF’s raid 
of Al-Shifa hospital, “300 terrorists were 
born” in the maternity ward. When the 
interviewer corrected him, stating “300 
children, not terrorists,” he stayed loyal 
to his statement, repeating “No; terror-
ists.” When even Palestinian babies are 
called terrorists, this death penalty law 
cannot be relied on to only apply to actual 
violent acts. 

Israeli courts have historically been 
unreliable and biased regarding the 
convictions of Palestinians, and cannot 
be trusted with the responsibility of 
justice. According to Amnesty Interna-
tional, Israeli courts have a conviction 
rate of over 99% regarding Palestinians 
accused of crimes, and Israeli authori-
ties have notoriously used cruel and hu-
miliating punishment to evict false con-
fessions. In reports by Al-Jazeera, the 
Peoples Dispatch and Defense for Chil-
dren International, Palestinian men, 
women and children have testified to 

being 
w a t e r -
boarded, se-
verely beaten 
with batons, sleep 
deprived, sexually 
abused and attacked by 
dogs among other torture 
methods. B’Teslem, the Israeli In-
formation Center for Human Rights in 
Occupied Territories, reports that 60% 
of children jailed for throwing stones 
between 2005-2010 were under 14, and 
852 out of 853 children arrested were 
imprisoned. Such examples prove that 
there is no course of action a Palestinian 
can take to shake off being considered 
a “terrorist” unless it is in compliance 
with Israeli colonialism.

The Israeli government is able to 
rationalize the death penalty by us-
ing sensationalist labels against Pal-
estinians, and shuts down criticism 
by weaponizing antisemitism. 

“This [Labelling pro-Palestinians 
as anti-semites] makes it easy for [Is-
raelis] to do whatever they want,” said 
sophomore Dimitri Cooper. “[It lets] 
Israelis get a chance to be the victim 
and get away with a lot of things.” 

This law isn’t an isolated act of rac-
ism against Palestinians, but rather a 

part of a larger 
trend in Israel’s  con-
tinued oppression of the Palestinian 
people. It supports settler occupation 
of Palestinian land by intimidating 
the Palestinian people into silence. 
Genocide cannot become normalized, 
racism cannot be the standard and 
the murder of Palestinians cannot be a 
headline we ignore. As youth, we have 
the responsibility of creating change 
through questioning the status quo, 
humanizing the oppressed, remain-
ing educated and fighting oppression 
through any possible way. Whether it 
be through awareness on social me-
dia, boycotting or educating oneself, 
we must find avenues for change and 
cannot remain silent on injustices be-
ing imposed on Palestinians. 

Seona Srivastava
features writer

———
When Donald Trump ran for presi-

dent in 2024, he made one promise above 
all others: he would make things afford-
able again. 

In the 2024 election, the word was 
everywhere in his campaign — on the 
trail, in speeches, in policy pitches. 
But not everyone was convinced by 
the rebranding.

“He sees some value in the disaffected 
worker, which has definitely been a big 
part of his base — people that are either 
being laid off or not employed in the same 
way they once were as a result of shifts 
within the kind of jobs we have in this 
country,” said senior Oscar Nicolson. “He 
thinks he can use these people and still 
take their votes in the [Grand Old Party] 
without actually helping them because 
once you get into his base, everything is 
blamed on outside forces. By not taking 
any accountability, it’s very easy for him 
to not help those people and help people 
within his own interests.”

More than a year into his second 
term, the results are mixed at best. Infla-
tion rose again in March. Gasoline prices 
have climbed with the Iran war. Federal 
cuts have squeezed low-income house-
holds further. 

The University of Michigan’s Survey of 
Consumers, often dubbed the gold stan-
dard for measuring consumer sentiment, 

hit a record low with its index dropping 
to 47.6, signaling low consumer confi-
dence in the country’s currency.

“Expectations for inflation in the 
short run are changing,” said senior Mat-
thew Hagedorn. “There are immediate 
and pretty damaging consumer afford-
ability and also concerns about … the 
uncertainty it brings to financial mar-
kets … Of course, energy is an input for 
every business, so that’s a lot of where 
we see inflation getting passed 
on to consumers more … 
B l o c k i n g 
the Strait 
of Hor-
muz re-
ally messes 
with logis-
tics and sup-
ply chains. 
That incurs 
costs; even if it’s 
small, it’s still go-
ing to be there — 
plastics for health-
care, fertilizer [and] 
a lot of basic inputs are 
being affected.”

The gap between political promise 
and lived reality is hard to ignore. 
During times of economic uncertain-
ty, even ordinary choices start to feel 
like they’re consequential. 

“My parents and I complain about [the 
gas prices] a lot,” said junior Tristan Leva-

doux. “It becomes harder for me to drive 
because I don’t want to use as much gas. 
I feel bad spending my parents’ money, 
and my parents get mad at me if I spend 
too much … So I think we should pull 
back [our forces in Iran] so we can focus 
on ourselves.” 

The power of “affordability,” experts 
say, comes from its universality. Univer-
sity of California, Los Angeles linguist 

Jessica Rett describes affordability 
as “a much weirder noun than 
economy” because unlike broad 
economic terms, it carries deeply 
personal meaning. But that ex-

perience isn’t universal, 
even within the 
same hallways.

“Most students 
here, because we 
live around such 

privileged areas, 
won’t personally 
care about chang-
es from the Iran 

conflict, because it 
won’t really affect them personally,” 
said junior Lam Le. “Even if they work 
a job, everyone is usually supported by 
their parents.”

That unevenness is, in many ways, 
exactly what politicians are counting on. 
Democrats point to child tax credits, paid 
leave and subsidized child care. Republi-
cans point to deregulation and energy 
production. Both call it affordability. 

When the same word can mean every-
thing, it risks meaning nothing. 

A younger wave of politicians, includ-
ing New York City mayor Zohran Mam-
dani and Texan Democratic nominee for 
Senate James Talarico, represent a left-
populist strain, appealing to a similar 
base as Trump: working people frustrat-
ed by rising costs. However, they offer 
different solutions. For example, Among 
Mamdani implemented Streamlining 
Procedures to Expedite Equitable Devel-
opment, a program that would expedite 
the process for affordable housing proj-
ects by eight months.  

“Looking at Zohran Mamdani as an 
example, I feel like he’s more believable, 
because with the policies that he’s imple-
menting in New York, he’s actually trying 
to fix housing and rent and doing things 
for the people,” Le said.

Whether the messenger is Trump, 
Mamdani or anyone in between, the 
word itself remains slippery — powerful 
precisely because it means something dif-
ferent to everyone who hears it. What it 
means to a student planning retirement 
accounts at 17 is not what it means to a 
family stretching a paycheck through a 
month of rising grocery bills. Politicians 
know that, but the question is whether 
voters do.

“The best thing that we can do for this 
country is inform more people,” Nicolson 
said. “And the best thing you can do as a 
voter yourself is to be informed.”

MATILDA BACANI

EVA LUDWIG
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Opinion column: Israel’s immorality

A politician’s prize: “affordability” has lost meaning
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Pokémon Champions 
plays too much

Ethan Fei
features writer

———
The first thing I no-

ticed when I loaded into 
Pokémon Champions is 
that the “adventure” is 
gone. There are no for-
ests or caves to explore, 
no towns to visit and no 
professor with a lab coat. 
Instead, I was directly 
dropped into the city 
of Frontier and handed 
my very own gym — 
the main battlefield in 
the Pokémon franchise. 
Soon I realized that this 
wasn’t just a new Poké-
mon game. Rather, it was 
entirely centered around 
one aspect: battling.

In a traditional Poké-
mon title, you start as 
a fledgling trainer in a 
sprawling region filled 
with towns, routes and 
wild areas. You are al-
lowed to 
explore, 
c at c h 
Pokémon 
in the wild 
and level 
them up, slowly 
building your team 
stronger. In contrast, 
Champions replaces this 
exploration element with 
a small barn area to “re-
cruit” fully evolved Poké-
mon immediately, remov-
ing the entire training 
loop. While previous 
Pokémon games priori-
tized the completion of 
gym challenges to prog-
ress through the central 
storyline, Champions de-
viates from this tradition. 
Pokémon Champions has 
only your gym, no vil-
lains and no narrative, as 
it’s built entirely around 
competitive battles.

The shift in struc-
ture becomes even more 
obvious once you start 
battling. Because every 
Pokémon arrives fully 
evolved and battle‑ready, 
the game pushes you 
straight into competitive 
formats that normally 
take hours of grinding 
to reach. For players who 
already follow the Video 
Game Cham-
pionships — 

the official Pokémon 
battling formats — this 
streamlined approach 
actually makes sense. 

But that shortcut 
comes with trade‑offs. The 
game’s tutorial is long, 
scripted and surprising-
ly unhelpful. Instead of 
easing new players into 
competitive thinking, 
it rushes them through 
menus and mechanics 
with little explanation. 
For a game that markets 
itself as an accessible en-
try point, the onboarding 
feels strangely shallow. 
In addition, even though 
there are fewer Pokémon, 
item and move options, 
the game doesn’t explain 
how they work at all, 
leaving new players con-

fused and experienced 
players underwhelmed.

“It just tells you what 
to do … it’s not as in-
depth as I think it needs 
to be,” said sophomore 
Micah Rogers.

The catching system 
is one of the few places 
where Champions tries 
something new. Instead 
of wandering through 
fields, you search a 
small barn where Poké-
mon hide in bushes and 
can recruit Pokémon by 
spending victory points. 
It’s simple, but some play-
ers actually found it re-
freshing. It’s a tiny slice 
of adventure in a game 
that otherwise avoids ex-
ploration entirely.

“[In an earlier game] … 
I really wanted to catch 
this shiny Pokémon, but 
it ran away,” said sopho-
more Ryuma Elias “Now 
you don’t have to worry 
about that.”

Where Champions 
struggles most is depth. 

“They only have selec-
tive types of Pokémon, so 
you can’t use all of them, 
limiting your potential 
with other Pokémon,” 
Elias said.

The roster of available 
Pokémon is limited, with 
only 186 out of the total 
1,000, and the item pool is 
even smaller, with many 
competitive staples miss-
ing from the game.

The technical side 
doesn’t help either. Players 
mentioned reused anima-
tions, lag spikes and visu-
als that fall short of main-
line titles.

“The graphics are defi-
nitely not as good as the 
main releases; they really 
pale in comparison to past 

quality,” Rogers said.
Still, Pokémon 

Champions isn’t without 
value. For play-

ers who 
want to 

battle 
without 
g r i n d -

ing through 
hours of story, it of-

fers a fast, low‑stakes way 
to practice competitive for-
mats. Champions can serve 
as an introduction to com-
petitive Pokémon, using its 
simplicity as a way to get 
more players involved in 
the competitive scene.

That being said, many 
Pokémon game fans gravi-
tate to the games primar-
ily because of their be-
loved formula — an aspect 
Champions has moved 
away from. 

“It’s a cool alternative for 
competitive players, but it’s 
definitely not to the point 
where I’d say that’s [going 
to] overtake the original 
[games],” Rogers said.

In the end, Pokémon 
Champions feels less like 
a full Pokémon game 
and more like a com-
petitive playground — a 
stripped‑down experi-
ment that succeeds at ac-
cessibility but stumbles 
in execution. Pokémon 
Champions is a promis-
ing idea, but it doesn’t 
feel complete, so I give it 
two out of five stars.

Nathaniel Wilson
features writer

———
You are trapped in an unfamil-

iar forest with a man you just met, 
and you are beginning to suspect 
he is not who he says he is. Run for 
your life.

This scary scenario is exactly the 
story of the film “APEX,” which was 
released on April 24 on Netflix. 

The movie starts with Sasha, 
played by Charlize Theron, and her 
husband attempting to summit a 
challenging cliff-side in Norway. 
However, she is unable to and they 
decide to head back because of bad 
weather — only for her husband to 
fall and die. After she has given up 
climbing due to the traumatic inci-
dent, Sasha finds her way to an Aus-
tralian forest where she plans to hike 
and canoe. However, a deranged 
park ranger named Ben, played by 
Taron Egerton, begins hunting her 
in a “Saw”-esque cat-and-mouse 
game. It is revealed that Ben has 
been hunting in this park for years 
and is a cannibalistic-tribilistic-sav-
age. Eventually Sasha gains the up-
per hand, cripples Ben and kills him 
by dropping him off the Blue Moun-
tains in Australia, which she has to 
climb in order to escape. By the end, 
she is able to summit the mountain, 
and collapses at the top, symbolizing 
her overcoming her trauma and es-
caping this nightmare come to life.

The acting in this movie was quite 
good on all ends, with Theron and 
Egerton making the scenes come 
to life with their realistic portrayal 
of emotion. Despite Ben being psy-
chotic and creepy, Egerton does a 
tremendous job humanizing him. 
The portrayal makes his character 
still redeemable and almost likable 
at points. It was sometimes hard to 
understand Ben’s British accent, but 
overall the dialogue was pretty easy 
to follow.

“The villain was really good be-
cause [he’s] a natural comedian,” said 
freshman Aarnav Karki.

The biggest complaint I have is that 
Sasha’s charac-
ter was not 
done enough 
justice. At 

times it can be hard to feel attached to 
Sasha’s character, mainly at the begin-
ning. She is kind of annoying — very 
self-righteous and not the best decision 
maker — especially compared to her 
husband who is calm and reasonable. 

The movie is paced well, and I 
love that it is only 90 minutes, which 
makes for an easy watch. There were 
lots of small details that could easily 
be missed, mainly in dialogue, but not 
necessary to the plot, which are likely 
to be picked up during a second watch. 

“I thought this movie was … adren-
aline pumping [and] pretty fast paced,” 
said freshman Albert Li. “[It was] pret-
ty good for me. I really liked it.”

Along with the pace, despite being 
a thriller, the plot made sense. Sus-
pension of disbelief is only required 
at some points throughout this mov-
ie because decisions by characters 
are logical. 

My favorite parts about the movie 
were the beautiful shots of nature. 
The opening scene in Norway was 
picturesque, at a thrilling altitude 
and an exciting environment for a 
movie to start. The rest of the movie 
was filmed in New South Wales, Aus-
tralia and featured gorgeous wide 
shots of expansive forest and moun-
tainous terrain, engrossing you into 
the maze and prison that is the Aus-
tralian jungle. 

Despite the problems with Sa-
sha’s character, this movie gets a lot 
of points in my book for the way it 
was filmed due to the length, scenes 
and pace. And in general, the charac-
ters, dialogue and plot made it a solid 
thriller. This movie is definitely worth 
watching as it packs a lot into 90 min-
utes, making it worthy of a four and a 
half stars out of five stars. 

APEX: reach for the peak
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Ashley Tsui
features writer

———
On April 24, Oakland-born 

R&B artist Kehlani released 
her fifth studio album, “Keh-
lani,” the same day as her 31st 
birthday. The singer’s self-ti-
tled release discusses ideas of 
reinvention and a newfound 
personal identity.

Following her best period 
of well-being and after her 
single “Folded” catapulted her 
to success and won her two 
Grammys, Kehlani decided it 
was time to begin a new era. 

“[After] getting really 
healthy and well and ground-
ed, what better time to reintro-
duce that I’ve found myself for 
the first time in years?” Keh-
lani said in an interview with 
Sway’s Universe. “You get the 
record that changes your life, 
you gotta follow that up.”

The very first track on the 
album, titled “Intro,” is a spo-
ken, 30-second-track, where 
Kehlani sets the stage for her 
album, briefly mentioning 
ideas like a reborn heart and 
speaking from an unfiltered, 
truthful voice: “You’re about 
to hear a heart that’s been 
stretched, healed and reborn. 
A voice stepping into its truth, 
with no fear and no apologies. 
I am Kehlani.”

Moreover, in “Lights On 
(feat. Big Sean),” Kehlani ze-
roes in on another aspect of 
personal growth: her sexual-
ity. For this track, she uses a 
lower register and embraces 
her sensuality, highlighted by 
lyrics like “all the lights on, 
my body out on display.” This 
motif is also seen in tracks like 
“Oooh” and “Pocket (feat. Cardi 
B),” both of which focus on Keh-
lani’s vocal ability. Throughout 
the album, she adopts a more 
mature, more soulful vocal 
sound, which subtly sets this 
apart from her previous works, 
strengthening her newfound 
musical individuality. 

In addition, staying true to 
her R&B roots, many of Keh-
lani’s new songs are inspired 
by love, reinforcing themes of 
yearning and devotion. A par-
ticular stand-out is “I Need 
You (feat. Brandy)” for its 
striking lyricism. The collabo-
ration with fellow R&B artist, 
Brandy, makes the track more 
memorable for the blend of 
two distinct, yet complemen-
tary vocals. Both singers’ voic-
es come through beautifully 
and the emotion behind the 
song conveys a sense of long-
ing that is so classically R&B. 

There were a few promi-
nent tracks, though, such as 

“Back and Forth (feat. Missy 
Elliott)” and “Shoulda Never 
(feat. Usher),” which both had 
subtle hip-hop and pop influ-
ences. There was more word-
play and more unique beats, 
which caused these songs to 
stand out from the rest of the 
album, as well as from Keh-
lani’s past work. However, 
this may have been due to the 
creative ideas of the artists 
she collaborated with, as both 
Missy Elliott and Usher are 
known for blending R&B mu-
sic with hip-hop motifs. 

Nonetheless, the various 
collaborations reinforce the 
album’s loyalty to the R&B 
genre and create a unique 
sound that makes it stand out.

“There were lots of collabs 
and I think that’s cool since 
you can hear a lot of differ-
ent peoples’ voices [on one 
album], like Usher, Brandy, 
Cardi B,” said junior Aubrey 
Leao. “I like the vibes and the 
lyrics, though the meaning 
[of the lyrics] was only kind of 
there. I’d highly recommend 
it if you like R&B and wanna 
hear lots of voices.”

In the final track, “Un-
learn,” Kehlani describes her 
mindset when trying to heal 
from past relationships in 
order to grow and prepare 
for a new one through this 
slow, smooth track, poetically 
concluding her reinvention 
album. But, like many other 
songs on the album, “Un-
learn” spotlights Kehlani’s 
soulful vocals and utilizes a 
relaxed beat in order to do 
so, making it not particularly 
distinctive when compared to 
the rest of the album. 

As a whole, Kehlani’s self-
titled release reinforces her 
newfound identity through 
lyricism and message, yet 
maintains her previous musi-
cal sound and voice. However, 
considering her goal with this 
album was not to reinvent her 
music genre, but rather, to re-
establish herself as a mature, 
confident artist, I would argue 
Kehlani’s self-titled piece was 
successful in conveying this 
new identity. 

Despite some musical rep-
etition, Kehlani’s new release, 
with its creative articulation 
of her new personal individu-
ality and aesthetically attrac-
tive — albeit slightly overused 
— sound, earns itself four out 
of five stars.

Max Feng
sports writer

———
The “Michael” biopic finally 

moonwalked into theaters on 
April 24. It chronicles the first 
three decades of singer and 
songwriter Michael Jackson’s 
life, from his childhood up 
until the end of his “Bad” al-
bum tour. Directed by Antoine 
Fuqua, written by John Logan 
and starring Jackson’s nephew 
Jaafar Jackson, as Michael Jack-
son, the biopic was a peculiar 
ride exploring Michael Jack-
son’s music and upbringing.

The movie has received 
skewed reviews, with stunning 
reviews from some of Michael 
Jackson’s fans but deplorable 
ones from critics.

“I liked the movie,” said ju-
nior Azul Tepeu. “I loved it, 
matter of fact. I think it was 
one of the best films I’ve seen 
in my whole life.”

The film opens with him 
walking into Wembley stadi-
um for his “Bad” tour before 
thrusting the audience into a 
flashback of Michael Jackson’s 
childhood that takes up much 
of the first act. His raw emo-
tion is amazingly portrayed 
by child actor Juliano Valdi. 
His voice was almost identi-
cal to Michael’s, with perfect 
pitch and a rich quality to it. 

“[Something that] sur-
prised me was how 

[well] the little ver-

sion of Michael acted, per-
formed and just sang,” said 
freshman Hailey Keenan. “He 
sounded amazing.”

While the first act feels rath-
er slow, taking up around the 
first 45 minutes, it discusses 
Michael Jackson’s feelings of 
alienation and loneliness and 
his conflict with his father, set-
ting the scene for the remain-
der of the biopic.

In acts two and three, the 
conflict between Michael 
Jackson and his father, Joseph 
Jackson, continues to build. 
It finally comes to a climax 
when, in a freak accident film-
ing a Pepsi commercial for his 
father’s tour, Michael Jackson’s 
hair lights on fire. It symbol-
izes how the bridge has been 
completely burned between 
Michael Jackson and his dad 
and how he no longer feels ob-
ligated to listen. Their relation-
ship was beautifully developed 
in the film, and some of Joseph 
Jackson’s behavior explained 
some of Michael Jackson’s ec-
centricities later in life. 

The movie ends feeling very 
rushed as the finale of the Vic-
tory Tour is shown immediate-
ly after Michael Jackson’s burn 
recovery and then transition-
ing into a full circle moment 
as he walks into the stadium 
shown in the opening of the 
movie. He sings “Bad” and as 
the song concludes the credits 
begin to roll.

Overall, the movie’s pac-
ing felt accelerated at times, 
and they should have focused 
a little less on Michael Jack-
son’s upbringing to include key 
parts of his adult life. 

“[The plot] was a little 
fast,” Keenan said. “They 
skimmed over a lot of 
stuff … It also just felt 
like they were going 
through every step of 
Michael’s life, but fast.”

The producers en-
tirely gloss over Mi-
chael Jackson’s first 
four studio albums, 

and annoyingly, Mi-
chael Jackson’s forma-

tion of a relationship with 
a key figure in his life, his 
lifelong friend and men-

tor Diana Ross. In fact, 
she is not included what-
soever throughout the 
entire movie despite Kat 
Graham originally be-
ing cast to play her. Sig-
nificant developments 
like when he filmed 
the charity single “We 
Are The World,” or any-
thing about the film-
ing of “The Wiz,” which 
could’ve enhanced the 
plot, were also com-
pletely removed. It really 
could’ve helped to diver-

sify the plot, giving more 
insight into Michael Jack-
son as an artist outside of 
his most popular albums.

Additionally, the 
questionable decision 
to omit introducing 
Quincy Jones and Rod 

Temperton, pro-
ducer and 

songwriter respectively, was 
irritating considering they 
were crucial elements in the 
production of “Off the Wall,” 
“Thriller” and even “Bad.” 
On the topic of “Bad,” they 
also failed to include the pro-
duction for the follow-up to 
“Thriller,” which is widely re-
garded as on the same level of 
popularity and acclaim. 

During this period in Mi-
chael Jackson’s life, they also 
skipped over a lot of contro-
versies, like the tabloids call-
ing him “Wacko Jacko,” or 
how the general public saw 
him. The movie seemed like it 
was, at times, filmed through 
the rose-tinted goggles of its 
producers, an idealistic con-
trast to how some people per-
ceive him in reality. Specifi-
cally, their choice to end the 
movie two years before the 
prevalent child abuse allega-
tions against Michael Jack-
son sparked a lot of contro-
versy amongst viewers.

Despite all of this criti-
cism, the film has many re-
deeming qualities. Colman 
Domingo’s portrayal of Jo-
seph Jackson was commend-
able, and his acting was the 
highlight of the movie. He 
truly did feel like a villain, 
whether it was him leaning in 
to beat Michael Jackson and 
cuss him out, or when he de-
livered lines so raw as “I own 
[Michael] nine to five.” 

Another redeeming aspect 
of the film were the scenes 
of Michael Jackson perform-
ing, whether that was at the 
Motown 25th anniversary or 
on the final day of the Vic-
tory Tour, truly transports the 
viewer back to a time when 
he ruled the world. In terms 
of the soundtrack, the mixing 
was beautiful, almost as if Mi-
chael Jackson was having the 
concert right in front of the 
audience. The recreation of 
the iconic Motown 25 moon-
walk performance was beau-
tiful to say the least, and the 
music video and studio scenes 
felt very real. 

Overall, the movie’s goal 
was to boost Jackson’s legacy in 
a time when most news about 
him is bad.

“I always felt that younger 
generations didn’t know Mi-
chael or his story,” Fuqua 
said in an interview with 
Deadline. “In order to tell 
anything about Michael, you 
had to remind people about 
the magic of him, the power 
of the music, and the fun that 
he brought into the world and 
his own insecurities.”

The theme of isolation 
and conflict between Mi-
chael Jackson and his father 
provided a very interesting 
backbone to the movie that 
brought insight into Mi-
chael’s background and char-
acter to a broader audience. 
While critic reviews were 
quite low, I feel the main 
goal of the movie was ac-
complished, and despite how 
the overall plot of the movie 
was sometimes incomplete or 
bland, I would give the mov-
ie three out of five stars.
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new self-identity

“Michael:” a mediocre movie 
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EMMA SHEN

ACROSS
1. Tired
3. Tired
7. Tired
9. Tired
12. Tired
14. 14D of Science
16. Tired
19. Tired
21. Maintain the ____ quo
25. Tired
28. ____ Arbor, Michigan
29. Rips into shreds
33. Common allergy
35. Standard unit of mass
36. What seniors might 
throw on May 28th
37. Abbr. for English-speak-
ing country in the Eastern 
Hemisphere
39. What jingles on cowboys’ 
boots; San Antonio style
42. French knife technique 
resulting in long, thin strips
43. Young chap
45. Shape of the November 
crossword
48. Avenue, Boulevard, 
Drive, etc.
49. Cancel, as a mission
51. What’s on the top half of 
this page
54. Jr’s original
55. A Madison Square Gar-
den basketball player
57. What a senior would 
wear on 74D
60. Shock with a stun gun
62. Arkansas, abbr.
64. Largest artery in the 
human body, plural
67. Computer science
69. Dior, misspelled
72. __ Capone; Alcatraz 
gangster
73. Boom ___ by Charli xcx
75. When the hour hand is 
west
78. Tame ___
80. Hee hee
83. ___ you tired?
84. Slither __
85. Prefix meaning three
86. I don’t recognize your 
contact
92. Dish-drying cloths
93. German composer of the 

late Baroque 
period
94. Male child
95. Home proj-
ect
96. Water heater

DOWN
1-8. Tired 
10-13. Tired
14. Postgrad 
degree
15. Spaghetti 
sauce, for a 
white T-shirt
17. Tired
18. Tired
19. Zinc
20. Zinc
21. Saul if he 
were plural
22. Character-
istic
23. Singular 
point ahead, in 
sports
24. ___ary, 
___izer (related 
to cleaning)
26. Zinc
27. ___lu, the 
largest ethnic 
group and 
nation in South 
Africa
28. Water in 68D
29. ___ Mahal 
Palace
30. What colleges often have 
at the end of their email 
address
31. Royal Canadian Navy
32. ___, you’re it
34. Someone without this 
may speak or act without a 
filter
35. Popular American health 
care consortium, abbr.
38. ___ Prime Minister Keir 
Starmer
40. Type of toy developed in 
the 1960’s
41. Study of human society, 
social relationships and 
institutions, abbr.
43. ___ choy
44. “___ So Gay” by Katy Perry

46. Country whose capital is 
Bucharest, abbr.
47. Unit of measurement for 
wavelength of light
49. ChatGPT, Claude, Gemi-
ni, for example
50. Calculus class only 
taught by Cheri Dartnell
52. Colorful social media 
platform, abbr.
53. Colorado, abbr. 
55. Kansas, abbr.
56. Home of the Patriots, 
abbr.
58. Washington, abbr.
59. Nitrogen monoxide
60. Student who helps teach-
er for grade
61. Advanced classes for under-
classman English and history

62. Inflexible and firm; 
persistent
63. Katcher and Flynn (see 
page 5)
65. Egyptian sun god
66. ___;DR
67. Relating to heat
68. Biggest world language 
program at Aragon
70. Bring back what ___ 
____ mine (Tangled)
71. First three letters of 
“Umbrella” singer
73. Resturant that serves 
Thai pizza and BBQ chick-
en pizza on 31st
74. May 28, for Aragon
76. Unavailable
77. American poet ___ Cum-
mings

78. Reverse of 49D
79. Emcee
81. Queue
82. Male main character 
in Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind
87. Vacation time!
88. What someone might do 
if you cut them off on the 
road
89. Exclamation when hurt
90. Dubs
91. ___-Wan Kenobi
95. Delaware, abbr. 

SOLUTIONS:
bit.ly/MaySolutions

MI NGUYEN — @CUACREATES



How did you first get into soccer?
“My parents put me in soccer when I was young. I went 

into a lot of different sports, like [many] people, but I just 
always enjoyed [soccer]. I always had fun. [With] some 
other sports that I played, I found it really stressful … 
but then this one was like an outlet for me to just ex-
press myself.”

Who has been the biggest influence on you 
in your journey as an athlete?

“I would definitely say my club coach, Coach 
Sunny. He’s just always been a very positive per-
son in my life, and he keeps me motivated. He’s 
very supportive, but he’s [also] hard on us when it 

comes to the game. He’s one of the best coaches 
I’ve ever had, and [that’s] been really helpful.”

What are you most looking forward to 
next year?

“I’m looking forward to getting better 
at soccer … meeting new people … [and] 
growing as a person. Last year, the [Car-

leton soccer] team made it to the final eight, 
so I’m hoping that we can maybe win the National Col-
legiate Athletic Association tournament. I’m going to a 
school where I feel like I can really [grow] academically 
… and make connections.”

Madison Ketcham
Carleton College 

When and how did you first get into run-
ning track?

“I first started track at Borel in eighth grade. I had 
done cross country in sixth grade but I realized that 
distance running was just not for me. So after we 
came back from COVID-19, I was super excited to try 
out short sprints.”

What was the most challenging part of your 
recruitment process?

“The most challenging part of my process was 
dealing with the ‘no’s’ from schools I really wanted 
to attend. When I visited my dream school, the head 
coach gave me an offer in person, but when I texted 
him to accept it a couple days later, he told me that 
he was mistaken and no longer had space for anoth-
er recruit. That response was super hard to stom-
ach, but I was grateful to still have other offers from 
amazing schools like Tufts.” 

Charlie Harger
Tufts University 

What are you looking forward to most 
about competing at the college level?

“I’m super excited about being able to compete at 
large invitationals and run on tracks I used to only 
see on TV. I will also be in the same conference as 
one of my club teammates, so I am looking forward 
to seeing her at multiple meets a year. Honestly, 
I’m just excited to continue doing the thing I 
love the most, and I’m really thankful to 
have this opportunity.”
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When did you realize you want-
ed to swim in college?

“I started swimming compet-
itively when I was about eight. 
[Since] my parents had both 
swum in college, I imagined my-
self at least doing [the same with] 
a sport. I didn’t know for sure that 
it would be swimming, but by the time I 
was in middle school, I [saw] myself doing 
it in college.”

Lily Anagnoson

Why did you choose Tufts University?
“I really love swimming, [but] I didn’t want to be at 

a school that was going to weigh me down a ton and 
not let me enjoy other things. Both of my parents 
went to college in Boston, so I’ve been [there] a few 
times and I just loved it, and I knew that I wanted 
that city environment. I think the vibes of the team 
and the city were the biggest things that stood out 
for me with Tufts versus other schools.”

What are you looking forward to most 
about competing at the college level?

“I’m really excited for Tufts. Especially because 
it is D3, I have a much higher likelihood of making 
NCAAs, which I think is an experience that so few 
people get. It’s really special … and with the times 
I’m doing right now, I should be able to make [it]. 
That’s the main thing I’m looking forward to.”

Tufts University

Santi Smirnoff 
University of the Pacific

Lorelei Rustay
University of Montana

When and how did you first get into 
playing volleyball?

“I grew up in the volleyball gym. My parents played 
when they were young and they coach now, so I spent 
most of my childhood in the gym playing volleyball.” 

Why did you choose University of the Pacific?
“I chose University of the Pacific because of many 

reasons. One is because the coach, Devin, is a great guy 
who has a lot of support behind him and has been com-
municative throughout my whole recruitment process. 
Another reason is because the alumni of the program 
are some of my club coaches and the reason why the 
school’s volleyball program is being reinstated. 
Lastly, just because of how beautiful the 
school is and [its] great academic facilities.” 

Who has inspired you the most 
throughout your athletic career?

“My family has had a big impact on 
my athletic career. We have been 
able to fight through adversity 
together as well as inspire each 
other when needed. My club, Bay 
to Bay, has also played a crucial 
role since they are the reason 
why I have been able to compete 
at a high level since I was young.”

When and how did you first get into play-
ing soccer?

“I first started playing soccer when I was in 
second grade. Honestly, I saw all of my friends 
playing American Youth Soccer Organization and 
wanted to try it too. My mom also played soccer 
growing up and in college, so that definitely in-
spired me to start playing.” 

Who has inspired you 
the most throughout 
your athletic career?

“A lot of people have 
inspired me throughout 
my career. My mom has 
always been incredibly 
supportive but I’ve also been 
lucky to play alongside so 
many talented athletes who 
have pushed me to grow and 
improve. Being surrounded 
by those people is a huge 
reason why I’m able 
to play college 
soccer today.” 

What was the most challenging part of the 
recruiting process?

“The most challenging part of the recruiting pro-
cess was staying patient and not giving up. It took 
a lot of work and commitment to constantly send 
emails and play in front of sidelines full of coach-
es. Having a strong support system cheering me on 
the entire time really helped me stay motivated.” 



Oliver Levitt
features writer

———
Over the last seven years, the NBA 

has been in a never before seen era of 
parity, with seven different teams win-
ning the championship over the last 
seven years, starting with the Toronto 
Raptors in 2019, followed by the Lakers, 
Bucks, Warriors, Nuggets, Celtics and 
last year’s Thunder. With a combination 
of the NBA’s harsher financial restric-
tions to crack down on super teams, 
front office decision-making and post-
season injury in recent years, the NBA 
has changed from a league filled with 
dynasties in the ‘90s, ‘00s, ‘10s to one 
where no team can stay on top for back 
to back seasons in the ‘20s.

“It’s very good for the league, be-
cause it means it’s not a repetitive prod-
uct,” said senior Brayden Nguyen. “But 
as a Warriors fan, I think it’s horrible. 
I miss when it was just Warriors [vs.] 
Cavs [in the finals].”

Currently, there are four teams 
remaining in the NBA playoffs: the 
Thunder and Spurs in the West and the 
Knicks and Cavaliers in the East. Only 
one of these teams has won a champi-
onship in the last seven years, meaning 
there could be a new champion once 
again this season. Personally, I’m root-
ing for a new champion, whether that 
be the first Knicks victory in half a cen-
tury, the first Cavs win since LeBron 
and a redemption for James Harden or 
a first Spurs win since Tim Duncan and 
the start of Victor Wembanyama’s all-
time dominance.

Realistically, the Thunder have the 
highest odds to win the championships 
as the favorite, with -175 odds in Vegas.

“Most likely to win is the Thunder or 
the Spurs,” said senior Kaleb Brodeth. 
“The refs are on the Thunder’s side. They 
flop and get a bunch of fouls.”

Led by MVP superstar Shai Gilgeous-
Alexander, known for his foul-baiting 
tendencies, the team has amassed 
much hate for their leader’s ability to 
make his way to the free throw line 
through questionable foul calls.

“It’s not unethical,” Nguyen said. “I 
think he’s playing the game to the rules 
that it’s conformed to, but I think the 
NBA needs to adjust to how he’s playing. 
He doesn’t need to adjust at all.”

Having won 64 games this season 
and last year’s championship, they pose 
a looming threat to all teams left stand-
ing in the playoffs, already sweeping 
the Lakers and the Suns. The Thunder 
are not only filled with elite star power 
with Gilgeous-Alexander and all star 
Chet Holmgren, but they also have one 
of the deepest bench rotations in his-
tory. Ten players that could easily start 
on other teams are frequently coming 

off their bench, including the likes of 
bench scorers Jared McCain and Isiah 
Joe, as well as elite defenders Alex Ca-
ruso and Luguentz Dort.

While the team seems unstoppable, 
there have been cracks in their seem-
ingly perfect lineup, namely Victor 
Wembanyama and the San Antonio 
Spurs. In the regular season, they 
went 4-1 against the Thunder, notably 
ending the Thunder’s 16 game winning 
streak and eliminating them from the 
NBA Cup.

“The Spurs have a good amount of 
star power and are very connected,” 
Brodeth said. “They have Wemban-
yama. He is a smooth player and able 
to score from all three spots. He plays 
good defense. That could catapult them 
to an NBA championship.”

This difference in defense could 
be the deciding difference in a Spurs-
Thunder series.

“I think that the Spurs are gonna 
win the championship because I think 
Wembanyama, Stephon Castle and 
Dylan Harper are all just so good,” said 
junior Will Kelley. “They’re an athletic 
team, they’re so good defensively that I 
think they’re gonna beat the Thunder. 
They have more size, more athleticism, 
way more skilled, they’re a better team 
overall. The Thunder is really the only 
obstacle they have because whoever is 
coming out of the East is not gonna be 
a good team.”

Interestingly, the Spurs are leading 
the league in defensive rating, while the 
Thunder are leading in offensive, though 
the Knicks have the highest net rating. 
This creates an interesting conference 
finals picture, with top rated teams actu-
ally making it out of their conferences.

While some, including myself, believe 
in Wembanyama and the Spurs’ ability to 
beat the Thunder in a seven game series, 
others think that the Cavaliers are best 
suited to win the East and the finals.

“Cleveland Cavaliers are going all 
the way,” Nguyen said. “2017 James 
Harden is back, fear the beard. I’ve 
never seen James Harden hoop like this 
since 2017 when he took the prime time 
Warriors with Kevin Durant to game 
seven … [He’s not bad in the playoffs be-
cause] he just scored 30 points [in game 
five against the Pistons] and hit a game 
winner [in game four].”

Though the Thunder may be the fa-
vorite by Vegas odds, many NBA fans are 
hoping to crown a new champion and 
continue the era of parity.

Whether it be the Spurs defense, the 
Knicks overall rating and huge fan base 
or James Harden’s recent return to great-
ness on the Cavaliers, there are many 
pathways, though unlikely, that could 
lead to a shocking Thunder defeat in the 
NBA playoffs over the next month.

BRANDON HO

Max Feng
sports writer

———
On May 16, the Aragon Dons’ varsity 

boys volleyball team became the CCS 
D1 champions, beating Mountain View 
High School 3-1. The energy was elec-
tric as the third-seeded Dons prepared 
to face off against the fourth-seeded 
Spartans. The crowd was buzzing as 
fans from both teams gathered at Saint 
Francis High School to watch the CCS 
Division 1 Championship game. 

The starting lineup for the first set 
consisted of senior court captain and 
setter Santiago Smirnoff, senior and 
junior outsides Ailesh Chauhan and 
Tyler Rivera, junior and senior middles 
Raghav Vemulapalli and Cameron Ngai, 
senior opposite Charlie Wilcox and 
junior libero Peyton Chiang. The set 
started out with teams playing evenly, 
with key attacks by Wilcox and Rivera 
until the score was 6-6. Vemulapalli 
had a crucial spike into the middle of 
the court off of a bad pass over the net, 
which snowballed into an early lead. 

The Dons continued to build a lead 
to 18-11, until momentum shifted and 
the Spartans started to claw back. The 
Spartans scored six straight points 
and head coach Meliame Hala’ufia 
called a time-out. Immediately after, 
Vemulapalli killed off a quickset by 
Smirnoff, shifting energy back in fa-
vor of the Dons. They ended up win-
ning the set 25-21.

“After the first set, I thought we were 
going to sweep them,” Vemulapalli said. 
“Somehow they came back in the game.”

The second set started off well for the 
Dons. After losing a point, they bounced 
back, with Ngai putting away three key 
points off of Smirnoff’s sets. However, the 
Spartans weren’t letting up as they made 
many kills, the score in their favor until 
it hit 9-12, when the Dons rallied back, 
bringing the score to 14-12 and forcing the 
Spartans to call a time-out.

The Dons 
maintained 
the lead 
until 18-15, 
when the 
Spar tans 
f o u g h t 
b a c k 

heavily. As the score hit 23-23, the Spar-
tans scored two break points, eventually 
winning the set 23-25 on an ace. 

The Dons rolled into the third set, put-
ting in #24 senior opposite Ben Chang 
to replace Wilcox. He got his first point 
to bring them a lead of 2-1, which they 
wouldn’t lose for the rest of the set. The 
Dons really started to take over the game 
after 19-14 and ended up routing the 
Spartans 25-19. The Spartans played in 
a reserved fashion for the whole set, not 
having a lead at any point in a display of 
the Dons strength. It was a contrast to the 
loss in the second set. Smirnoff attributes 
that to constant adaptation.

“We talked about what we could have 
done better,” Smirnoff said. “We made ad-
justments accordingly, and then we just 
got it right back together through the 
whole time.”

During the fourth set, the Spartans 
dropped the ball several times due to mis-
communications that threw their flow 
off. At 11-10, a crucial rally was won by the 
Dons and energy seemed in their favor. 
However, immediately after, the Spar-
tans fired back and brought the score 
to 11-11. For the rest of the set, Spartans 
coach Josh Sullivan argued with the ref-
erees’ calls despite the fact that the game 
was very even, with the Spartans usually 
having a one-point edge over the Dons 
until 22-22. The Spartans began playing 
scared, tipping the ball and giving simple 
balls over the net until Rivera had a pow-
erful kill, winning Aragon the game with 
the final fourth set score 25-22.  

After the game, Hala’ufia reflected on 
being able to pull through and win the 
championship for the first time in pro-
gram history.

“I was very happy with our team,” 
Hala’ufia said. “It’s been thirteen years, 
so this is the first [championship] for pro-
gram history. We’ve been [here] before 
but we lost two years ago.”

Chauhan also reflected on a 
similar sentiment.

“Me and Santi 
[have] been on 

varsity since 
sophomore 
y e a r,” 

Chau-
han said. 

“We lost in 
three [sets] to 

Mountain View that 
year in CCS D[ivision] 

2. That was sad, so we got 
it back for the class of [20]24 

… Seeing us win that CCS med-
al truly made me realize this pro-

gram is special.”
Smirnoff gave closing opinions on 

the experience of the game as a whole.
“It was a great atmosphere,” 

Smirnoff said. “Better than we’ve had 
all season … [We’ve] got a great group 
of guys and [we] got through it togeth-
er, played great and talked to each oth-
er when there [were] struggles.”  

With this win, the team advances to 
the CIF tournament. Their first game of 
the tournament was on May 19, against 
the Laguna Creek Cardinals.

EDEN KWAN

ANGELA NGUYEN
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Olivia Mukherjee
sports writer

———
On April 25, the Aragon track and 

field team headed to 
Mountain View High 
School to compete in 
the Central 
Coast Se-
lection Last 
Chance In-
v itat ional. 
One of the 
final few 
meets on 
the calendar before the 
postseason truly begins, 
the Last Chance is a meet 
where many athletes are 
looking to lock down qual-
ifying times and get these 
times as low as possible 
before the main champi-
onship season begins.

This meet, a qualifying 
meet for the CCS champi-
onship, drew runners from 
all over the Central Coast, 
and served as a perfect oc-
casion to measure times for 
many of the longer events. 
For Aragon, the meet was 
useful due to its proximity 
to both the PAL and the CCS 
championship season. After 
the April 25 meet, Aragon 
went on to compete in the PAL 
Frosh-Soph Championships on 
May 2, and the PAL Varsity Trials 
and Finals on May 9.

A standout performance for the 
Dons came from senior Tyler Nich-
ols in the 800 meter event. The Aragon 
senior clocked a time of 1:57.33, a new 
personal best, and moved him into the 
4th spot in school history for the 800 
meters. For the whole season, he had 
been chasing the elusive mark of two 
minutes, a goal that he finally met 
with his effort on Saturday.

“I went out controlled on the first 
lap and just trusted that I had the abil-
ity to close,” Nichols said. “Seeing 1:57 

on the board, I couldn’t believe 
it at first … It was definitely a 

great experience.”
The fact that the invi-

tational took place so 
close to the postseason 
also added a compet-
itive element to the 

meet, raising pressures 
especially for runners in 

the longer distance events.
“Everyone knows there aren’t 

many chances left, and you can feel 
it,” Nichols said. “Warmups feel dif-
ferent … The races feel different.”

Sophomore Isaac Albert had one of 
Aragon’s other top performances of 

the day, setting a new personal best 
in the 1600 meter race at 4:58.33. Al-
bert stayed with the pack for the ma-

jority of the race and kicked hard 
in the final few hundred meters. 
The performance marked a major 
breakthrough for the experienced 

distance runner.
“The pace went out quickly and I 

just tried to stay calm,” Albert said. 
“By the last lap it was just about hang-
ing on and seeing what 
I had left.”

For many of the 
runners, especial-
ly in the longer 
races, a meet 
like the Last 
Chance can be 
invaluable in 
preparing for 
the pressure 
of a champion-
ship meet. 

“There’s 
s o m e t h i n g 
about being 
in an actual 
r a c e 
t h a t 

brings out a different effort,” Albert 
said. “You find out a lot about where 
you’re at.”

In the shorter races, freshman 
Noah Perfettini-Derenne and soph-
omore Mario Escalante both ran 
personal bests in the 100 me-
ters, recording times of 12.53 
and 13.35 respectively. Senior 
Darren Benavente added a 
personal best 25.06 in the 
200 meters.

For now, Albert, along with 
a large portion of the Aragon 
team, are looking to make their 
last big efforts at the upcoming 
PAL and CCS championships.

“I want to see how far I 
can go at PAL and CCS,” 
Albert said. “[You] put in 
a lot of work during the 
season and the champi-
onship meets are when 
[you] get to see what it 
adds up to.”

Freshman Matias 
Fernandez-Roderi-
guez , juniors 
A m e l i a 
Hayden-Ge-
phart and 
Mina Hwang, as 

well as seniors  Tyler 
Nichols, Luke Novak 

and Luke Saunders 
moved on to the 
CCS finals on May 
23 at Gilroy High 
School. 
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Track and field secures breakthrough at Last Chance

allcove San Mateo
youth wellness center

find your moment.
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find your center.

allcove San Mateo

(650) 226 -7030

2600 S El Camino Real 
Suite 300
San Mateo, CA 94403

scan to learn more!

The Dons’ badmin-
ton season finished off 
with CCS Finals on May 
16th. Junior Allison Hsu 
is ranked 4th competit-
ing in women’s singles 
and seniors William Ye 
and Anson Yu, ranked 
4th in men’s doubles 
will be advancing to 
the CIF tournament 
on May 23 at Indepen-
dence High School.

COLIN FOURNIER



Luke Trimble
sports writer

———
On May 6, the Dons’ boys varsity 

tennis team (15-6 overall) defeated the 
Mountain View Vikings (13-5 overall) by 
a score of 5-2 in the first round of Cen-
tral Coast Section playoffs. The Dons’ 
CCS campaign followed a dominant sea-
son that ended in their third consecu-
tive Peninsula Athletic League title. 

Despite the Dons’ continued suc-
cess, grabbing the top spot came as 
a surprise to many on the team, with 
the departure of last years’ senior 
class forcing the Dons’ team to turn to 
many new players for the 2026 season. 

“We lost a lot of talent off last 
year’s team,” said head coach David 
Owdom. “No way I thought they’d be 
the champions of the league … but 
these guys proved they’re champi-
ons. They proved me …  wrong.”

The team clinched the top spot on 
April 22 in their final match of the 

season, which came against the Carl-
mont Scots (9-3 league).

In No. 1 singles, senior Veraaz 
Khan squared off against the top 
ranked PAL player, the Scots’ sopho-
more Lucas Rowe. 

“We knew going in, their num-
ber one guy is the best player in the 
league,” Owdom said. “So we knew 
that was going to be tough.”

Veraaz Khan was unable to come 
out on top, falling 6-0, 6-0. 

“I wish I was more consistent and 
[didn’t] miss as frequently,” Veraaz Khan 
said. “[I wish I] played longer rallies.” 

Senior Darrin O’Brien and sopho-
more Azmir Khan claimed singles No. 
3 and 4, and each doubles set went to 
the Dons, giving them a 5-1 lead. 

No. 2 singles player Pacôme Polly 
was the final Don playing Wednesday 
night, locked in a tiebreaker battle 
with Carlmont’s Aaron Zhang. With 
a crowd gathered outside the court, 
Polly won the tiebreaker 11-9, secur-
ing a 6-1 victory for the Dons. 

CCS spot clinched, the Dons began 
looking forward to their first match 
of the playoffs.

“There’s 12 automatic bids and 12 
at large bids,” Owdom said. “We’re 
an automatic … There’s a team tour-
nament for the other automatic bid, 
which we avoid because we won.”

With the playoff tournament com-
prising the top teams in the section, the 
Dons were also looking forward to play-
ing against more prestigious opponents. 

“There are really fantastic play-
ers [in the playoffs],” Veraaz Khan 
said. “And since they play singles 
one, they’re people [that] are gonna 
be committed for tennis, which is not 

me. So … it’s good exposure to play 
with really good players.”

The Mountain View Vikings visit-
ed the Dons on May 6 in a first round 
CCS playoff matchup, which featured 
four super-tiebreakers.

The Dons were already in the lead 
when the match kicked off at 4 p.m., 
as the Vikings, who were missing 
a player, forfeited singles No. 4 to 
Azmir Khan.

The first tiebreaker of the day 
came in singles No. 1, where Veraaz 
Khan won the tiebreak-
er 10-6 after splitting 
his first two sets. 
O’Brien found himself in 
the same situation in 

singles No. 3, winning 
his tiebreaker 10-8.

The Dons slipped 
in doubles No. 1 and 
No. 2, with a third tie-
breaker deciding the 
latter by a score of 4-10.

Sophomore Linus Feng 
and junior Kian Cheung 
put the Dons back on track 
in doubles No. 3, winning both 
sets with ease. 

“I had a lot of mental resilience,” 
Cheung said. “Normally we win the 
first set and then we lose [the] sec-
ond one because we don’t keep the 
same level [of] intensity, but [we] just 
[stayed] in the moment and [tried] to 
really finish the match.”

In singles No. 2, Polly was the last 
Don playing in a close third set 
tiebreaker, with his team-
mates cheering from the 
sidelines. Again, Polly 
pulled through, win-
ning 10-8 as the Dons 
cruised to a 5-2 win 
and a trip to a second 
round  playoff match 

two days later.

“Everyone really wants to have 
fun,” Cheung said. “They all enjoy be-
ing there, and we all hype each other 
up. If my teammates are cheering 
[for] me, [I] try to do better, try to im-
prove every shot.”

The Dons’ season ended uncere-
moniously in the second round at 
Homestead High School on May 
8, where the hosting Mustangs 

won all seven matches to advance 
past the second round. 

Alex Choy
sports writer

———
On April 24, the Aragon boys lacrosse team lost 

to the Los Altos Eagles 13-1, despite a solid first-half 
performance that saw the Dons’ stubborn defense 
frustrate a technically superior Los Altos side. 

While most teams would interpret this result 
as a major drawback, the Dons, in a state of re-
building, reflected on the game as a demonstra-
tion of their vast improvement from the start of 
the season.

“This game was really good for the team,” said 
junior and defensive captain Justin Pita. “[One] 
thing that contributed to that idea was both the 
individual and also the team growth that occurred 
during the game and after it.”

Aragon remains quite a long way from reach-
ing the level of teams like Los Altos, but they 
have had plenty of positives to focus on, primar-
ily with the rapid development of their fresh 
batch of newcomers.

“These new kids that are coming in, [it doesn’t 
matter] whether or not they know a lot about the 
sport, they’re athletic,” Pita said. “They’re quick, 
they’re strong and it helps a lot … I would say [the 
team rebuilding] is a matter of time. You can’t rush 
these things … It can be challenging but I’m im-
pressed … to see how [these new players] have de-
veloped rather quickly.”

Some players attribute their success to a modi-
fied coaching system.

“The team is in a better state than last year,” 
said sophomore and midfielder Sam Choslovsky. 
“We have [valuable] new coaches … who have a 
good idea of what they’re planning on doing, and 
they’ve got a good setup.”

While the Dons were under no real pressure to 
win, they had a determination to bounce back and 
redeem themselves after a tough loss at Hillsdale 
a few days prior. Even as massive underdogs, the 
team still went in with high standards, anticipat-
ing a gritty, dynamic match.

“Obviously, expectations were always go-
ing to be high,” Pita said. “We walked into [the] 
game knowing there was going to be a fight … 
We did have a plan to go in and be a little bit 
more experimental in the sense of trying out 
people at new positions, especially [because] we 
were limited on numbers.”

From the very start, it seemed that the Dons’ im-
proving team chemistry had taken their defensive 
ability another step forward.

“We definitely … communicated [better] 
when people were cutting in … to shoot,” Pita 
said. “One of the bigger problems that we strug-
gled with at the start of the season was commu-
nication … But [recently], we’ve been talking a 
lot more, people know what to say, and it’s … re-
ally helping the team.” 

Aragon conceded four unanswered goals in the 
first half, but their persistent perimeter defense, 
along with crucial saves from junior and goalkeep-
er Santiago Corona, prevented many goals from 
Los Altos.

However, it was during the second half that 
the Dons’ structure and gameplan began to un-
ravel. By the end of it, exhaustion had dealt its 
damage on the Dons, while Los Altos tucked 
away nine more goals to cap off their comprehen-
sive 13-1 victory.

“Our defense was kind of a matter of how long 
we could last,” Pita said. “We were pretty solid in 
that first half … but what it comes down to is, af-
ter so many rounds of defense, we just get tired, … 
especially when a lot of our defensive players were 
injured … I am [still] proud of them for playing 
through it and being strong.”

Despite the disappointing defeat, the Dons 
found consolation in their singular goal, scored 
by Choslovsky at the end of a brilliant solo run 
through multiple defenders.

“I see a great future ahead of us, especially 
because this is one of the hardest teams in the 
league, … and as it was my first ever goal, I view 
this as a big success for myself,” Choslovsky said. 
“We also did better than our last game against the 
same team.” 

Having previously gone two full years without a 
win, the boys lacrosse program has been enjoying 
the full effects of their team rebuild. They won four 
games this season and have good reason to expect 
a future of even greater success.

“All I can really say is, I’m probably the most ex-
cited I’ve been about this program in a long time,” 
Pita said. “At the end of the last season, we didn’t 
even know if there was going to be a team. But 
with the progression we’ve made this season, I re-
ally believe in this program’s future, and I’m really 
excited to see how much further we can push it.”

BRANDON HO

IAN WANG

HALEY LAU

Junior Pacôme Polly hits a 
forehand shot.

Senior Max Gan prepares to serve.

Players face off before beginning to play.
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Boys lacrosse falls to Los Altos

Boys tennis wins first round of CCS


