
Ronen Paynter
news writer

———
On Aug. 26, a coalition of 51 at-

torney generals from U.S. states and 
territories finalized a first-of-its-kind 
$17.1 billion settlement with Meta 
Platforms Inc., resolving a federal 
lawsuit which concerned the addic-
tive platform design of Facebook and 
Instagram. Under the terms of the 
agreement, Meta must implement 
a list of safety measures for minors: 
a two-hour combined time limit for 
both Facebook and Instagram, more 
advanced age verification, restricted 
use between midnight and 6 a.m. and 
hidden public “like” counts and beau-
ty filters by default. 

There are also several precautions 
in place. The time limits will not be 
able to be circumvented by signing 
onto different accounts or devices, 
and a parent must provide formal 

consent in order to override any of 
these features. 

“I love Instagram,” said sophomore 
Anaya Bhalla. “A lot. I love social me-
dia and I love connecting with my 
friends on those platforms … if they 
put time limits on Instagram, that 
would suck.”

The state attorneys and Meta offi-
cials faced off in the U.S. District Court 
for Northern California. Meta was 
presumed not to be liable for harmful 
content posted on its platforms due 
to section 230 of the Communications 
Decency Act, so the states built their 
case instead against the structure and 
algorithms of the platforms. Their le-
gal strategy partially relied on leaked 
corporate documents, which revealed 
that Meta was aware of how their plat-
forms caused sleep deprivation, anxi-
ety and depression among teens.

Meta’s implementation of several 
terms was contingent upon compet-

ing platforms TikTok and YouTube 
adopting the same restrictions. The 
two-hour time limit will be specifical-
ly restricted to one-hour each for Ins-
tagram and Facebook and night usage 
will be limited from the longer time-
frame of 10 p.m. to 7 a.m. if the other 
companies implement the limitations. 
Moreover, 30% of the total $17.1 billion 
will be withheld until wider imple-
mentation occurs and similar fines 
are paid by TikTok and YouTube.

Greg Moretti, biology and Ad-
vanced Placement environmental sci-
ence teacher was contacted to be a ju-
ror on the trial, but was turned down 
the night before it was scheduled to 
occur. He believes it was because of 
his experience as an educator.

“As a teacher, I responded [to the 
defense team] that I see the impacts of 
social media use on education every 
single day,” Moretti said. “If students 
are distracted in my class, they’re on 

their phones, getting notifications 
from social media apps.” 

A study by Springer Nature high-
lights that out of 1,360 high school 
students surveyed, 59% of them 
spent more than three hours on so-
cial media daily, while 68% of them 
didn’t believe they were influenced 
by social media.

An article published by the Cu-
reus Journal of Medical Science 
found that teenage brains were 
highly susceptible to social media 
addiction, as algorithms designed 
by machine learning models create 
highly personalized feeds, which 
can be described as “loops of de-
sire.” These loops happen when the 
brain’s reward systems are targeted 
by algorithms, causing a release in 
dopamine and a following desire for 
another dopamine source.
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Aragon’s homecoming dance
Anais Delune
news writer

———
On Sept. 26, Aragon held its annual 

Homecoming dance with more than 
1,000 students in attendance. This year, 
the dance featured a New Orleans-
inspired theme, “Night at the Bayou.” 
Many guests said the theme reminded 
them of “The Princess and the Frog.”

“It was really cool, [though] I don’t see 
a lot of people doing it,” said freshman 
Mihir Raghavan. “The theme could have 
been a bit less niche and more wide.”

The dance was held at a new location: 
The Alexandria, a corporate meeting 
space that also acts as an event venue 
in San Carlos, instead of Devil’s Canyon 
Brewing Company, which was the venue 
last year. 

“We chose The Alexandria because 
it has a beautiful outdoor space,” said 
Dance Commission Head Anna Dioli. 
“It has two big rooms so if you are 

not into dancing you 

can just 
go into the 
other room 
and [play] games, but 
it’s all still cohesive.”

The space allowed guests to move 
freely between the dance floor, the 
outside area and a room that con-
tained eating areas and games for 
students to play. A popular activ-
ity was taking photos at the photo 
booth, where a line of students often 

stretched from one end of the room 
to the other.

“I loved doing the photos,” said junior 
Melissa Magness. “I liked that they had 
that option for those people who didn’t 
want to dance.”

In late spring, Dance Commission re-
leased a form allowing students to vote 
on the homecoming theme and give 
suggestions for the dance.

Dance Commission had to make a 
few last-minute decisions after facing 
difficulties with the weather.

“We had to  move the photo booth 
inside as the backgrounds for the pic-
tures were blow-
ing in the wind,” 
said Leadership 
Adviser Lind-
say Bussey. “Ini-
tially we wanted the 
‘HOCO’ marquee 
signs to be 
outside but 
they kept 
falling over. 

We had to tape all 
of the outdoor decora-

tions to the tables to keep 
them in place.”

The event had a wide selection of 
food available — a mix of entrees, ap-
petizers and drinks, including truffle 
parmesan fries, pigs in a blanket and 
mozzarella sticks.

“The food this year was pretty good, 
overall,” Magness said. “It seemed like a 
good variety of finger foods. I do wish 

that there were some more inclusive 
options for people with food allergies, 
though, since I know that some of my 
friends are gluten free, and I don’t recall 
there being many options for them.”

This year, Dance Commission chose a 
new DJ for the dance. 

“The DJ 
was a big high-
light for me, since 
there were some better 
songs played than usual,” 
Magness said. “Oftentimes at 

these dances, there are repeated songs 
throughout the night, or songs that are 
not fitting what the students are feeling 
in the moment, like when the DJ plays a 
slow song right after a really fast-paced 
dance song.”

Even so, some students had mixed 
feelings about the song choices.

“[The DJ should] play more 
memorable or well-known 

songs because there were 
some songs that nobody 

could sing,” said fresh-
man Sean Ke.

Other students 
mentioned areas 
for improvement.

“$50 was a lot 
for the ticket, 
and [I] wish the 
[decorations had] 
stayed a little 
more on theme, 
especially with 
the price point,” 
said freshman 

Mandy Liu. “[While] 
I understand why 

they charged us that 
much, for the price, 

there are some things 
that I was a little disappoint-

ed in. Overall it was still fun 
and I did enjoy the dance.” 

The next dance 
will be Winter 

Formal on 
Feb. 6.
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Khoi Nguyen
news writer

———
The annual Returners’ Im-

prov Show was held by the Ara-
gon Improv Team on Sept. 18.

“[Improv is] like 
theater, but we make 
it up on the spot,” 
said junior and AIT 
member Louise Mar-
tensson. “We want 
to balance having a 
good storyline and 
nuanced characters 
with comedy and 
some action.” 

Without lines to 
guide them through 
a scene, improvisers 
must make decisions 
onstage to proceed 
with the story. There 
were two forms of 
entertainment per-
formed during the 
show: short-form games and 
long-form scenes. 

“For games, they’re a really 
good warm-up for long-form,” 
said senior and AIT President Li 
Jennings. “It helps you practice 
saying whatever comes to mind 
in a pretty low-stakes manner … 
But for long-form, it’s important 
to remember what happened in 
previous scenes, what was said 
[and] who people are, so you 
can build on the foundation of 
what’s already there and con-
tinue to progress.”

The show started around 7 
p.m., immediately kicking off 
with a game called “Town Hall,” 
where the audience was asked 
to bring up any issues in the 

area. AIT members in the crowd 
volunteered to address the prob-
lems, while portraying different 
characters like Luigi from Super 
Mario and the Hare from the fa-
ble “The Tortoise and the Hare.” 

The improv team played 
various other short-form 
games after their introduc-
tions. During “Pillars,” two 
actors played out a story 
while two audience volun-
teers onstage had to decide 
the next phrase that would be 
incorporated into the story. 
Later, in “Character Swap,” 
a group of actors played dis-
tinct characters but swapped 
their roles whenever an AIT 
member clapped, with the 
topic of two elderly people 
reuniting after years apart. 
Another short-form game 
was “New Choice,” where 
the improvisers changed the 
direction of the scene about 

underground spelunking 
when they heard the clap. 

“My favorite game was 
‘New Choice,’” said senior 
Michael Chen. “It was really 
funny how the whole tone 

of the story immediately 
changed with a single clap. 
It was pretty absurdist.”

After the short-form 
games, the team performed 
a series of long-form ones, 
which are montages of un-

interrupted skits about one 
theme. The topic suggested 
by the audience and chosen 
by the members was “lamp,” 
and as a result, the members 
created scenes of two members 
attempting to use helium to 
touch a ceiling lamp, a group 
of moths taking rehab for their 
addiction to light emitted off 
lamps and many more.

“The best part was [that] ev-
eryone was really skillful,” said 
senior Brandon Lin. “They’d 
get a random word from the 
audience, and then they’d be 
able to create this whole story 
or little skit off of it, and just be 
really creative.”

Junior Rui Liu agreed that 
the show was entertaining.

“I [could] tell that they were 
quick with their responses, 
and they managed to connect 
all of the scenes really well,” 
Liu said. “It [seemed like it was] 

scripted, even though it’s not. I 
enjoyed it [and] it was fun and 
impressive … I liked how they 
pulled people from the audi-
ence to come up [on] stage or to 
participate in the game.”

The AIT had six returners 
participate in the show, as the 
six other members from last 
year graduated. 

“I thought having a small 
team would make it a lot more 
difficult, but it actually al-
lowed us to explore a lot of 
new opportunities we possi-
bly couldn’t have with a larger 
team,” said sophomore and 
AIT member Jayden Jurow. “I 
thought [the show] went really 

well, had good com-
edy and was all around 
very solid.”

Jennings believes 
improvisation pro-
vides many opportuni-
ties to grow one’s per-
sonal skills.

“Improv is such an 
amazing thing,” Jen-
nings said. “It’s not just 
about theater. It’s about 
the community, it’s 
about being open to new 
ideas. It helps with your 
critical thinking and 
your adaptability to any-
thing that life throws at 
you. It’s such a beautiful 
art form, and it goes re-

ally underappreciated.”
After tryouts were held for 

the team, all new and returning 
members performed in the New 
Improviser Improv Show on Oct. 
9. The next show held by AIT 
will be on Nov. 3.

Max Feng
news writer

———
On Sept. 18, Gov. Gavin New-

som signed Assembly Bill 2694 
and Senate Bill 960 into law. The 
legislation aims to allow com-
munity colleges to duplicate de-
grees, meaning the institutions 
can offer bachelor’s degrees 
already available at nearby Cali-
fornia State University or Uni-
versity of California campuses. 
Currently, community colleges 
in California mainly offer as-
sociates degrees and certifica-
tions, whereas four-year uni-
versities mainly offer bachelor’s 
degrees and graduate degrees. 

Before the legislation was 
passed, duplication was allowed 
only if there was a proven work-
force need. The degrees would 
not take potential students away 
from applying at a UC or CSU, 
even if those students lived in 
rural areas where community 
colleges, but not state universi-
ties, were nearby, according to 
EdSource. Bachelor’s degrees 
not offered by a UC or CSU were 
permitted to be created.

With the new laws, duplica-
tion will be allowed if the UC or 
CSU that the degree is being du-
plicated from is outside the com-
munity college’s local service 
area, and regional duplication 
will be allowed if the respective 
UC or CSU does not have enough 
spots to accommodate all of its 
applicants for a major. 

Proponents of the laws be-
lieve they will make education 
more financially accessible, 
noting the difference in cost 
between community colleges 

and state universities. The av-
erage tuition of an in-state UC 
student for the 2027-28 school 
year is projected to be $16,278, 
according to the UC admissions 
page. To attend a CSU, the esti-
mated tuition per year for in-
state students is $6,838. On top 
of this, fees for books, food and 
more are likely to increase that 
number. While financial aid is 
available, the cost of attending a 
community college 
is $1,238 for in-
state students. 

“Any oppor-
tunity for acces-
sibility is awe-
some because 
there are people 
who want to go 
back to school or 
want to try some-
thing new, and 
maybe you don’t 
want to … pay 
so much mon-
ey for [a bach-
elor’s degree],” 
said senior 
Mavis Nguyen. 
“Getting to 
do it at a com-
munity college 
is much easier. 
I’m taking a gap 
year next year, but [the laws] 
make my life easier. If I wanted 
to come back [for college] and 
didn’t [want] to worry about tu-
ition, I could be like, ‘I want to 
pursue this bachelor degree [at 
community college].’”

College of San Mateo stu-
dent Cameron Trio noted how 
future Aragon graduates may 
see it differently.

“Coming from Aragon, I feel 
like [many] people are wealth-
ier and can afford a four-year 
[college],” Trio said. “A lot of 
people, what [they] seek [from] 
college is not just the degree; 
it’s also the experience living 
in the dorms [and] meeting new 
people. Also, [there’s] prestige. 
A lot of people say [attending] 
community college 
def i-

nitely has a [dif-
ferent] reputa-
tion compared to 

going to a four-year.”
Supporters view location as 

another advantage. They be-
lieve that students who can’t af-
ford to move will be able to earn 
bachelor’s degrees at a much 
cheaper rate.

“We’re very fortunate in 
the Bay Area [that] we have 
a big concentration of in-
stitutions all within about 

a 10 to 20 mile radius,” said 
CSM President Dr. Manuel 
Alejandro Pérez. “Opportu-
nity abounds in these spac-
es. But that’s not the case 
in rural parts of California, 
where the nearest UC or CSU 
is well over 40 to 50 miles 
away. We’re trying to offer 
something that is [not] far 
too great of a distance for 
students in these areas to 

travel to [obtain 
a degree that] is 
not offered by 
the nearest UC 
or CSU.”

Local 
commu-

nity col-
lege stu-

dent Darren 
B e n av e n t e 
notes a stig-
ma around 

community 
college that he 

thinks the new 
bachelor’s degrees 
may help alleviate. 

“ P e o p l e 
are afraid of ap-
plying because 

they think you’re 
not going to get far, 
starting off with 

an as-sociate’s degree or 
going somewhere that’s easy 
to get into,” Benavente said. “If 
you don’t get into Stanford or 
a UC then you’re immediately 
doomed. That’s what a lot of 
people thought in my grade 
when applying [to college]. 
But [they] don’t realize what 
community college has to of-
fer … and definitely with the 

exposure of bachelor degrees 
in community college, it’ll be a 
lot more popular.”

Another concern is whether 
community colleges are well-
equipped to offer bachelor’s de-
gree coursework. 

“Certain degrees would be 
really hard to implement at 
community colleges, at least 
at CSM,” Trio said. “I’m do-
ing engineering, [and] there’s 
a [website] that most trans-
fer students use to see what 
classes they need at a UC or 
CSU. CSM [doesn’t] offer … a 
lot of classes [for that major] 
… compared to if you went to 
a four-year [college].”

However, Pérez does not be-
lieve that this will be an issue. 

“When it comes to conver-
sations around academic ex-
cellence, I am in no way con-
cerned,” Pérez said. “There are 
ways in which, from an insti-
tutional sense, our [California 
community] colleges are all 
held to a very high standard.”

As a result of new laws, 
the community colleges on 
the Peninsula are faced with 
a decision: whether or not to 
increase their bachelor’s de-
gree offerings.

“We’ll definitely look at the 
bill carefully and methodically 
and with great intention,” Per-
ez said. “We’re having conver-
sations with our faculty, with 
our district leadership, to talk 
about opportunity. Whether 
that results in us actually pur-
suing something is far too ear-
ly to tell right now.”

The legislation will officially 
take effect on Jan. 1, 2027.
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Aragon Improv Team presents first show of the year

Community college bachelor’s degree duplication

Jurow and junior Mckenna Lindberg improvise. 

Sophomore Joel Levitt, senior president Li Jennings, sophomore Jayden Jurow, 
junior Louise Martensson and sophomore Connor Alexander improvise.
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Ellie Blakely and Naomi Kotani
news and features editors

———
A vehicle operated by an Aragon stu-

dent struck an Aragon sophomore at the 
intersection of Alameda de las Pulgas and 
Aragon Boulevard on Sept. 14, sparking 
an outpouring of calls from the commu-
nity for improved traffic safety measures 
at the intersection.

The victim of the incident, London Walk-
er, was walking in the crosswalk during the 
pedestrian signal when the driver of a truck 
turned left into the crosswalk and hit her, 
sending her several feet. 

“I [saw] the front of the truck, 
and I don’t remember it hitting 
me or feeling pain at that mo-
ment,” Walker said. “I just re-
member hitting the ground, my 
head and my whole left side, and 
then seeing people around me.”

Sophomore Erin Gage was 
crossing with Walker and 
witnessed the incident. She 
initially thought the driver 
was inching forward while 
waiting for pedestrians to 
finish crossing, a common oc-
currence at the intersection. 

“Then I saw [the driver] 
start to speed up, and I looked 
for [their] face, [for] eye contact, and 
[they were] looking down,” Gage said. “I 
saw the top of [their] head so I thought 
maybe [they’re] on [their] phone, then I 
saw [them] start speeding up more. I was 
like, ‘[they’re] not gonna stop for me.’ My 
instincts kicked in and I started run-
ning … I didn’t call out [to warn Walker] 
because in the heat of [the moment], my 
reaction [was just to run]. I heard the big 
thud of the car hitting [Walker] and … 
the screech of [the] tires. She flew off the 
crosswalk, probably seven feet.”

In response to the incident, local traffic 
and pedestrian safety advocacy group Move 

San Mateo organized a community meet-
ing on Sept. 19 near the site of the collision. 
Attendees discussed changes they wanted 
the city to make to improve traffic and pe-
destrian safety, including prohibiting right 
turns during red lights, adding an addition-
al pedestrian signal to Aragon Boulevard, 
increasing or isolating pedestrian crossing 
times and narrowing lanes on Alameda, a 
measure that has been shown to generally 
reduce vehicle speeds.

There was unanimous support for in-
creased safety measures at the meeting, 
although some community members dis-
agreed about specific implementations.

Following the meeting, Move San Mateo 
and Aragon’s Parent Teacher Student Orga-
nization put together a letter residents could 
send to City Council, urging local leaders to 
address the issue. The PTSO also created a 
newsletter to parents and staff titled “Dons 
Community Action,” specifically focused on 
advocacy in the Aragon community. At a 
City Council meeting on Sept. 22, many resi-
dents and local leaders spoke in favor of the 
proposed changes. 

The Outlook obtained an email Diaz Nash 
sent to the PTSO co-presidents to the PTSO 
co-presidents and other attendees of Move 
San Mateo’s meeting late on the evening of 

Oct. 7 informing them of several changes 
approved for the area. The changes, which 
Diaz Nash said are expected to be complet-
ed by early November, include a pedestrian-
only crossing time for east-west crosswalks, 
no right on red signs for all right turns in 
the intersection, centerline hardening on 
Alameda, daylighting — the removal of 
parking and other objects that could reduce 
driver visibility on corners — and increased 
presence of traffic enforcement officers.

The recent collision is not an isolated 
incident; several have occurred at the in-
tersection and students agree the crossing 
feels unsafe. 

“Cars do go quite fast down there 
sometimes, especially when no one’s 
there,” said senior Jasmine Tam. 

There is a wider pattern of drivers 
hitting pedestrians at intersections 
across San Mateo, some of which 
have resulted in pedestrian fatalities.

“It’s been a chronic problem, but 
it’s only when there’s an incident 
that people feel moved to action,” 
said San Mateo Union High School 
District Board of Trustees Vice 
President Jennifer Jacobson. “It’s 
unfortunate that it takes an inci-
dent where somebody gets hurt in 
order for people to take action, in 
order for the city to start listening.”

Although advocates have been calling 
for the city to take stronger action on 
what they describe as dangerous inter-
sections for over ten years, the amount 
of incidents concentrated in recent years 
has prompted a more intense push for 
improved traffic safety measures. 

“We’ve been waiting long enough, and 
the community has talked about Alam-
eda safety for over a decade, and it up-
sets me that we’re still talking about it 
today,” Kim said. “This cannot happen 
to anybody else, whether it be a student 
or a community member. This change 
needs to happen now.” 
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City moves to increase pedestrian safety

COURTESY OF RACHEL HORWITZ

This editorial represents the opinions of 12 
out of 14 Outlook editors

———
After an Aragon student was hit by a 

truck on Sept. 14, many community mem-
bers rallied together to advocate for improv-
ing traffic safety around campus, including 
the organization Move San Mateo, the Ara-
gon Parent Teacher Student Organization 
and the San Mateo Union High School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees.

In response to the incident, Move San Ma-
teo proposed many initiatives to San Mateo 
City Council to increase traffic safety. After 
reviewing Move San Mateo’s proposals and 
PTSO’s suggestions, on Oct. 7, City Coun-
cil sent an email informing the advocates 
of actions they will be taking, including 
short-term proposals to be implemented by 
early November and longer-term plans. 
The Aragon Outlook appreciates this ef-
fort and encourages City Council to apply 
more of the suggested initiatives, as safety 
around campus is of utmost importance. 

One of Move San Mateo’s proposals to 
improve overall traffic safety is to make 
lanes narrower on Alameda de las Pulgas. 
Narrower lanes cause drivers to navigate 
more cautiously and pay more attention 
to the road, which decreases accidents, ac-
cording to a John Hopkins School of Public 
Health study. This is especially necessary 
for the Aragon area, where collisions have 
occurred multiple times.

Moreover, this is an inexpensive 
yet effective way to increase pe-
destrian safety.

“[Lane narrowing] can be ac-
complished at the same time as the city per-
forms regular, periodic repavings, which is 
already budgeted for,” said Move San Mateo 
co-lead Max Mautner. “[It] can be [as] simple 
as the city [just] deciding [where] to paint 
the lines on the road.”

Although a suggestion from Move San 
Mateo included increasing the pedestrian 
crossing time, which would make pedestri-

ans more visible to drivers, the Outlook does 
not agree; rather, we believe the existing 
pedestrian crossing time is sufficient at ap-
proximately 28 seconds, as increasing this 
window may cause excessive traffic without 
sufficient benefit.

“We have plenty of time to walk,” said 
senior Sristi Sharma. “There’s a lot of peo-
ple who need to drop off their children 
and [Alameda de las Pulgas] is their way 
of getting out of there. If [there’s] not much 
time for the cars to go, it would cause more 
sense of urgency between the cars, like 
wanting to leave faster and potentially hit-
ting someone.”

In addition to most of Move San Mateo’s 
initiatives, the Outlook recommends the 
PTSO’s suggestion of a crossing signal on 
the north-south crosswalk on Aragon Bou-
levard be implemented by the city. Right 
now, the city is not planning to install this 
signal, because “robust signal modifica-
tions” would be required, according to the 
recent email from City Council. However, 

the establishment of this signal is neces-
sary to better protect pedestrians on the 
Aragon side-street from turning cars and 
to decrease danger. Moreover, the Outlook 
believes this pedestrian signal should be ex-
clusive, with no other cars allowed to turn 
during the crossing.

Finally, two of the proposals of Move San 
Mateo that City Council has said they are 
aiming to finish by November include no 
right turn on red and exclusive left. First, 
signage will be posted for every right turn 
in the Aragon-Alameda intersection to indi-
cate the no right on red. Second, an exclu-
sive pedestrian crossing with cars unable to 
turn left while traveling from Aragon Bou-
levard to southbound Alameda de las Pul-
gas will be enforced. Both of these measures 
will decrease the likelihood of pedestrian 
and vehicle collisions within crosswalks, 
which the Outlook greatly supports, espe-
cially in light of the September incident.

“When the walk sign turns on, the cars 
go at the same time,” said sophomore JP Sa-
raiva. “I was crossing the street and the car 
went at the same time and I had to back up 
because I saw the car coming toward me. 
They just honked at me and kept going.”

Senior Sarina Jain agrees that the inter-
section was a significant issue.

“There’s so many accidents [that] some-
body gets hit or injured in that crosswalk 
every year,” Jain said. “Cars have a hard time 
turning left at that intersection because 

there’s so many people crossing during 
when school starts and ends. Having a 
designated time [will] let those cars be 

able to actually [take] a left turn, as well 
as [allow] pedestrians [to] not be worried 
about any cars turning in there.”

The Outlook believes traffic safety 
around Aragon is a critical ongoing issue 
that must be addressed with real structural 
change as soon as possible. These proposals 
will greatly protect pedestrians from poten-
tial harm and ease the flow of safe traffic in 
the area.

Editorial: more traffic safety measures

Walker is treated by first responders.
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Ryan Li
news writer

———
On Sept. 14, the Supreme 

Court blocked the United 
States Postal Service from 
implementing President Don-
ald Trump’s executive order to 
limit mail-in voting.

“[The purpose of the] Su-
preme Court is to keep all these 
crazy things from happening,” 
said junior Jaydon Li. “You can’t 
just have the president say what-
ever he wants and get what he 
wants … It is good that the Su-
preme Court is stopping that 
from happening because [they] 
know that this is a decision that 
was so abrupt [and] might not be 
thought through.”

Earlier this year, on March 
31, Trump issued an executive 
order that instructed the De-
partment of Homeland Security 
to collect lists of citizens and 
prohibited the USPS from de-
livering mail ballots to voters 

that don’t appear on the list. The 
order also threatened to not de-
liver voter ballots unless states 
submit lists of eligible mail vot-
ers to the USPS 60 days before 
the election. 

Later, to comply with the 
executive order, the USPS 
released rules that re-
quired ballots to be sent in 
envelopes that meet new 
design standards, 
which included 
unique bar codes 
for every ballot, 
and mandated 
that states up-
load a list of 
p a r t ic ip at i n g 
voters in ad-
vance. The USPS 
would not have 
delivered bal-
lots that didn’t 
meet the design 
standard or be-
long to someone 
not on the list. 

Almost a third of Americans 
voted by mail in 2024, including 

one-third of Demo-
crats and one-

fourth of Republicans.
In his executive 

order, Trump claimed 
that these measures 

were necessary to ensure elec-
tion integrity and prevent fraud.

However, some experts say 
the harms of the executive or-
der would have outweighed 
any benefits.

“If implemented, the ex-
ecutive order would inject 

chaos into our elec-
tions, block eligible 

American citi-
zens from voting, 
undermine voter 

privacy, and expose 
election officials and oth-

ers to criminal prosecution 
simply for doing their jobs,” 
said Wendy Weiser and Sean 
Morales-Doyle, writers at the 
Brennan Center for Justice, in 
an essay.

In fact, some have cast 
doubt on the validity of 
Trump’s claims.

“[Trump’s] claim has al-
ways been voter fraud,” said 
Modern World History teach-
er Jon Felder. “Going all the 

way back to the 2020 election, 
which Biden won, [Trump] 
claimed the reason that Biden 
won was because of voter 
fraud, and so he’s brought that 
narrative forward. It’s hard to 
know what his intention is, but 
[trying to] gain an advantage 
in the election in this midterm 
election seems likely.”

Opponents to the rules ar-
gued that complying would 
have increased costs and 
caused confusion for elec-
tion officials, voters and the 
USPS. In addition, they ar-
gued that the USPS’ refusal 
to deliver noncompliant bal-
lots would have caused dis-
enfranchisement as states 
wouldn’t have enough time to 
comply with them. Trump’s 
policy also had the potential 
to eliminate mail-in voting 
in states that don’t give voter 
data to the USPS.

CONTINUED ONLINE AT 
ARAGONOUTLOOK.ORG
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———
In November, voters will 

elect trustees for the San Ma-
teo Union High School District 
from areas one, three and five. 
Trustees are elected to represent 
their community and govern 
the district body as a whole over 
four-year terms. Their main re-

sponsibilities include setting 
district policy, hiring and over-
seeing the superintendent and 
approving the budget. 

In area one, covering San 
Bruno and part of Millbrae, 
incumbent Teri Chavez is run-
ning unopposed.

HARRIS VS. JACOBSON
In area three, which includes 

the Hillsborough and Highlands 
areas, incumbent Jennifer Jacob-
son is running against Diana 
Harris, a San Mateo-Foster City 
School District teacher. 

Jacobson is the current vice 
president on the board, and is 
running for her second term 
after winning an uncontested 
race in her first term. 

“I’ve learned so much [and 
have gained so] much institu-
tional knowledge,” Jacobson 
said. “It takes a long time to 
ramp up and learn the system, 
[learn] who all the people are 
and what are all of the initia-
tives that the school board is 
involved in and working on … 
so that’s why I want to run for a 
second term.”

In her first term, Jacobson 
worked alongside the other 
board members to accomplish 
tasks such as establishing ath-
letic study hall for sophomores, 

instituting Measures of Aca-
demic Progress as a district-
wide academic proficiency test-
ing method to better measure 
students’ academic proficiency, 
pushing for an AI task force, 
an increase in career pathway 
related courses and the district-
wide phone ban. 

In February 2025, the San 
Mateo Daily Journal reported 

that SMUHSD Teachers Associ-
ation President Craig Childress 
had called for Jacobson to be 
censured for advising commu-
nity members at a board meet-
ing who were concerned about 
content in Ethnic Studies to re-
port it to administrators or the 
Office of Civil Rights. 

In 2025, the SMDJ report-
ed that Jacobson delayed a 
SMUHSD board meeting where 
the trustees put in place distric-
twide policy in compliance with 
a state law that allows transgen-
der student athletes to compete 
in sports categories consistent 
with their gender. At the meet-
ing, she mentioned the Hills-
dale girls lacrosse team losing 
to a team whose star player she 
called a boy, though Jacobson ul-
timately voted for the policy. 

“That’s not something our 
school board has jurisdiction 
over because it’s a state law,” Ja-
cobson said. “That’s our district 
policy and I have no say as a 
single board member to change 
this. I voted yes to approve that 
policy, and I want all of our stu-
dents regardless of their gender 
identity to feel that they belong 
on our campuses.”

Jacobson’s goal for her next 
term is to continue working to 
continue or expand those ini-

tiatives, such as continuing 
the Empowerment Through 
Action program and increas-
ing career pathways. 

Jacobson has been en-
dorsed by former SMUHSD 
trustees Peter Hanley and 
Linda Lees Dwyer, and the 
North Coast States Carpen-
ters Union. 

Meanwhile, Harris hopes 
to bring both the perspectives 
of an educator and a parent 
involved in the SMFCSD Par-
ent Teacher Association to the 
Board of Trustees. 

“There’s no one [on the cur-
rent board] who’s a teacher 
and knows what it’s like when 
[board] decisions come down 
and affect the classroom,” 
Harris said. “A lot of times the 
people making decisions don’t 
think of how it will actually 
look, and they overlook a lot 
[of things. A] teacher’s point of 
view would be very helpful and 
help us smooth out some poten-
tial bumps in decision making.” 

Harris also wants to con-
tinue existing programs and 
establish them as more per-
manent means of supporting 
students, and also aims to 
bridge the gap between the 
board, parents and students. 

“I’m really focused on [en-
gaging] people who don’t have 
access to the school board 
and that kind of information,” 
Harris said. “[I’d] really like to 
set up regular [meetings] like 
listening sessions at different 
high schools to talk with stu-
dents, teachers and parents 
[to] get a sense of what their 
concerns are [and] what their 
questions are.”

Harris has been endorsed 
by current trustees Greg 
Land and Ligia Andrade 
Zúñiga, the SMUHSD teach-
er’s union, SMUHSDTA, the 
San Mateo Democratic Party 
and other organizations. 

“[Harris is] really con-
nected [to] the community,” 
said Giancarlo Corti, Aragon 
SMUHSDTA representative and 
Advanced Placement Psychol-
ogy teacher. “It’s nice to have an 
educator on the board, so the 
fact that she’s a teacher, even 
though it’s elementary or middle 

school, is a good voice to have. 
She understands educational is-
sues, and we don’t have a teach-
er on the board [currently].”

PROCTOR VS. 
ROSENBAUM

In area five, which covers 
Foster City, former two-term 
SMFCSD trustee Alison Proc-
tor is running  against parent 

Kimo Rosenbaum for the posi-
tion after longstanding trustee 
Robert Griffin decided not to 
run for reelection. 

Rosenbaum hopes to bring 
the perspective of a parent to 
the board. He said the decision 
to run came as he felt the time 
was right. Rosenbaum’s cam-
paign is centered around tech-
nology and use of technology in 
schools, and he advocates for a 
looser cell phone policy.

“I’ve been going to the 
meetings,” Rosenbaum said.  
“Almost every time, [I’ve 
made] public comments about 
how the cell phone policy 
cuts off a lot of things with-
out the district having an 
answer. I [didn’t] like … the 
way the board decided on 
the cell phone policy and the 
way they’re talking about AI. 
[Speaking] at the board meet-
ings isn’t enough, [so] if I get 
on the board, maybe I can 
make [the policy] better.”

Proctor brings the perspec-
tive of a parent as well. 

“I’m mainly focused [on] 
ensuring that every student 
knows there’s a path to suc-
cess,” Proctor said. “When I 
was in high school, the only 
path anyone talked about was 
going to a four-year college, 

[but] there’s so many differ-
ent ways that [students] can be 
successful in life, and I want to 
make sure that every student 
knows that.”

Proctor takes a different 
perspective on the cell phone 
ban to Rosenbaum. 

“Overall, the idea is right,” 
Proctor said. “Sometimes 
what’s best for us isn’t always 

what we love the most, but 
having a distraction-free envi-
ronment is what is the best en-
vironment for [students’ learn-
ing and social life].” 

Proctor is also endorsed by 
the SMUHSDTA, as well as 
the San Mateo Labor Council 
and Trustee Greg Land. 

“She’s really well respect-
ed,” Corti said. “[SMFCSD 
has] a very difficult district. 
It’s big. There’s lots of diver-
sity in their district, especial-
ly economically, and they’ve 
had to handle some difficult 
things that she handled re-
ally well. She’s always been 
a good communicator and a 
good listener.”

Students highlighted what 
they would like to see in the 
trustee candidates.

“Students are the people 
who are being directly affect-
ed by all of these rules,” said 
senior Catherine Tsao.  “Who-
ever is chosen  [should be] 
able to reflect the students’ 
needs and wants, [as well as] 
able to actually make a differ-
ence that supports everyone.”

Trustee terms for areas 2, 
encompassing Burlingame 
and parts of Millbrae, and 4, 
covering southeastern San 
Mateo, will expire in 2028.

COURTESY OF
 JACOBSON

COURTESY OF HARRIS
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Candidates face off in SMUHSD trustee elections 

Supreme Court blocks Trump’s mail-in voting order



NEWS/FEATURESNEWS/FEATURES VOLUME 67 | ISSUE 2 5OCTOBER 16, 2026

Flock cameras: concerns over local surveillance 
Diya Poojary and Addie Rose

news and features writers

———
On your drive to school, a 

small black camera mounted 
alongside the road can be 
easy to miss. But the cameras 
throughout San Mateo Coun-
ty are capable of recording 
much more than just a pass-
ing moment.

These cameras, distributed 
by security company Flock 
Safety, use Automatic License 
Plate Reader algorithms to 
read letters and numbers on a 
vehicle’s license plate, as well 
as determine its make, model, 
color, location and the time it 
was recorded. This informa-
tion is then stored in a search-
able database that allows law 
enforcement to use the infor-
mation during investigations. 

For students who drive 
around San Mateo County ev-
ery day, that means that an 
ordinary drive to school, prac-
tice or a friend’s house could 
leave a digital record of where 
their vehicles were seen. 
Just around Aragon, there 
are three Flock cameras sur-
rounding the campus.

The cameras are used to 
help law enforcement solve 
crimes and locate stolen ve-
hicles and missing people. But 
their growing presence has 
raised questions about pri-
vacy, data retention and who 
should have access to informa-
tion about people who are not 
suspected of a crime. 

Flock Safety, an Atlanta-
based company founded in 2017, 
has become more widespread 
as a large provider of ALPR 
technology across the country. 
In explaining the benefits of 
Flock cameras, the company 
website provides the statistic of 
over 10,000 missing people be-
ing located through use of the 
cameras and that “42% of Flock 
customers recovered more 
than half of all stolen vehicles 
in their jurisdiction,” as stated 
on their website.

When a car passes a Flock 
camera, the system automati-
cally records information 
about that vehicle, detecting 
up to 75 feet away. According 
to Flock, information is imme-
diately sent to a cloud-based 
database, where it is compared 
with law enforcement watch 
lists containing vehicles asso-
ciated with stolen cars, crimi-
nal investigations, warrants or 
missing person alerts.

The cameras are also part 
of networks, meaning if the 
same vehicle is caught by mul-
tiple cameras, investigators 
can use those records to de-
termine when and where the 
vehicle traveled. Flock claims 
that this is one of the biggest 
reasons why law enforcement 
uses this technology.

If police were looking for 
a stolen vehicle, they do not 
have to rely on an officer hap-
pening to see it. An ALPR sys-
tem can send an alert directly 
to officers as the cameras de-
tect the vehicle.

The San Mateo Police De-
partment says on their 

website that they specifically 
use ALPR technology as a 
tool for locating stolen ve-
hicles, missing persons and 
violent felons.

“ALPR information is an 
investigative lead; it does not 
by itself establish that a crime 
occurred or that a particular 
person committed a crime,” 
said SMPD Police Lieutenant 
Steve Casazza in an email. “Of-
ficers are expected to indepen-
dently verify information and 
develop the appropriate legal 
justification before taking en-
forcement action.”

But the cameras don’t 
only record vehicles 
of suspected 
criminals. They 
capture all 
vehicles that 
pass the camera. 
This distinction 
is the root of the 
privacy debate.

As of March 
30, more than 
528 ALPR cam-
eras were de-
ployed through-
out San Mateo 
County. They are 
used by munici-
pal police depart-
ments and by the 
San Mateo County 
Sheriff’s Office. The 
county’s 17 
law enforcement 

agencies using 
ALPR systems 
include departments in Bur-
lingame, San Mateo, Foster 
City, Daly City, Redwood City, 
Hillsborough, Menlo Park and 
other communities. 

The city of San Mateo oper-
ates 66 Flock cameras, accord-
ing to an August San Mateo 
Grand Jury Report.

This means that students 
may pass Flock cameras as 
they drive to school without 
realizing their information is 
being tracked. For some stu-
dents, the cameras represent 
an extra safety measure, but 
others may be more concerned 
about the amount of informa-
tion being collected and how it 
is being used. 

“Officers are using Flock 
cameras for uses that aren’t 
necessarily what they’re 
meant to be used for,” said se-
nior Anjalika Khare. “A lot of 
people have compared these 
Flock cameras to that of a sur-
veillance state, where every-
body’s being watched, every-
body’s face is being monitored, 
people are being tracked, peo-
ple are being unnecessarily 
caught for things because an 
AI or someone monitoring the 
cameras is [misinterpreting] 
what they’re seeing.”

These concerns are not 
unfounded; The Washington 
Post reported in August that 
at least 50 law-enforcement 
officers have been accused or 
charged with using their ac-
cess to Flock’s data inappropri-
ately, for uses such as stalking 
ex-partners, people from their 
personal lives and others not 
suspected of crimes.

The American Civil Liber-
ties Union argues that this 
technology could affect a per-
son’s freedom through per-

ceived First Amendment viola-
tions, and should only be used 
if the vehicle is on a legitimate 
watch list.

A frequent concern about 
ALPR cameras is what hap-
pens to the data after a camera 
records it.

In order to find out, San 
Mateo County’s Civil Grand 
Jury recently investigated how 
local agencies operate ALPR 
systems, releasing its findings 
in August. They reviewed the 
county’s 17 law enforcement 
agencies that operate  ALPR 
systems, which includes more 
than 580 cameras. They ex-
amined agency policies, audit 
reports, contracts and data-
sharing practices. 

One concern brought up by 
the report involved data shar-
ing between law enforcement 
agencies and private univer-
sity security departments. The 
Grand Jury found that most 
of the agencies it reviewed 
shared ALPR data with the 
university departments with-
out establishing whether those 
departments were public agen-
cies under California law.

The Jury called for stronger 
oversight and 

more consistent policies so 
agencies can maintain public 
trust, while balancing safety 
and privacy. SMPD has since 
begun reviewing their own 
practices based on the inves-
tigation’s results, specifically 
with regards to the ALPR pol-
icy and operating procedures.

“The revisions are intend-
ed to more clearly address 
[the concerns outlined by the 
Grand Jury],” Casazza said. “We 
also believe policies involving 
rapidly evolving technology 
should not remain static. We 
will continue to review our 
ALPR practices as technology 
changes, laws are updated and 

we identify opportunities 
to improve accountability 

and transparency.”
Additionally, SMPD 

has reduced the number 
of agencies with which it 
previously shared Flock’s 

data, work-
ing with a 

more limited 
group of law-

enforcement partners.
Flock has also 

made several changes 
to its own policies 
and technologies 

in response 
to the 

growing 
concerns 

about privacy 
and misuse.

In August, 
Flock added 

new restrictions 
on how agencies can 

search within each other’s 
camera networks. Agencies 
can now pick what types of 
offenses other agencies are al-
lowed to search for. For exam-
ple, an agency could allow an-
other department to search its 
cameras for stolen vehicles or 
missing persons, while block-
ing searches related to immi-
gration enforcement. 

Another change is that law 
enforcement users will be re-
quired to enter a case code 
connected to a specific inves-
tigation before conducting a 
search. In July 2025, Flock had 
made this case code optional, 
but to ensure security, the com-
pany now requires them for 
all law enforcement agencies. 
Emergency scans can still be 
performed, but will be flagged 
for administrator review. 

In addition, Flock an-
nounced that it would reduce 
its recommended default data-
retention period from 30 days 
to seven for new law enforce-
ment customers, while exist-
ing customers keep their cur-
rent retention period. Flock 
also introduced a new “Evi-
dence Mode,” which allows 
specific information to be 

preserved when it is connected 
to an active investigation and 
is given to the new customers 
free of charge. 

After an Oct. 5 City Coun-
cil meeting at which mem-
bers discussed the city’s use 
of ALPR cameras, the city de-
cided to sign a purchase agree-
ment with another company 
providing ALPR technology 
called Axon. The agreement 
involves a one year free trial of 
Axon’s services, during which 
the city will conduct a side-by-
side comparison with Flock 
cameras to determine which 
company they prefer.

The council voted four to 
one in favor of proceeding with 
the agreement, with the excep-
tion of Mayor Adam Loraine. 

At the City Council meeting 
on Oct. 5, a primary concern 
brought up by many public 
comments was regarding Ax-
on’s contract with the United 
States Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement Agency. 
However, both City Council 
member Lisa Diaz Nash and 
Casazza have reaffirmed that 
SMPD has strict regulations 
regarding this issue and does 
not share any information 
with federal immigration au-
thorities or with any law en-
forcement agencies outside 
of the state, aligning with 
Flock’s safeguards specific 
to California. Immigration 
and reproductive care-related 
searches are automatically 
blocked within the state.

However, Khare believes 
that there are better methods 
of finding criminal suspects 
that would put an end to the 
privacy debates.

“[Finding] an alternative 
would be better … because 
regulations will always have 
people [evading them],” Khare 
said. “People are swerving 
around the Constitution these 
days. It’s like the Constitution 
is bendable. You don’t know 
what else is.”

Diaz Nash noted that the 
debates surrounding Flock are 
complicated, but believes it is 
possible to address public con-
cerns without having to com-
pletely replace the technology.

“[It’s] not all white or 
black, and we definitely want 
to protect our residents and 
businesses’ safety and priva-
cy,” Diaz Nash said. “That’s of 
paramount importance to us, 
and that’s why we insist on 
the audits and the guardrails 
… But we also really value the 
use of these tools to reduce 
crime, to find missing peo-
ple, to find people [involved 
in] hit and run incidents … 
We want both, and we think 
it’s possible to do both.”

Concerns voiced by a sig-
nificant population during the 
regular City Council meeting 
on Oct. 5 led to 
the decision 
to hold a town 
hall meeting in 
the near future.

April 2025
Flock Safety released the automated “Audit 

Assistance” which looks at system activity 

patterns and identifies any unusual things 

to help administrators locate any misuse

August 2026

San Mateo County 

Civil Grand Jury releas-

es report on the in-

vestigation into Flock 

cameras countywide
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March 2025

Nationwide 

sharing perma-

nently disabled 

by Flock Safety

2020
Atherton is the first city 

in San Mateo County to 

have Flock Cameras

October 5
San Mateo City Council 

approved one year free 

trial and 8-year purchase 

agreement with Axon

SOURCES: SAN MATEO DAILY JOURNAL, SAN MATEO COUNTY CIVIL GRAND JURY
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New staff members join the Aragon community
Greg Griffiths, Special Education teacher Russell Horton, 9th Grade Physical Education

Angelo Goumenidis, Instructional Assistant Yahir Fonseca, Instructional Assistant 

What led you to teach at Aragon?
“I taught at Peninsula High 

School and Burlingame High 
School ... I [didn’t click] with Bur-
lingame and heard good things 
about Aragon, so [when] the op-
portunity came, I [jumped] on it. 
Burlingame very high intensity 
with academics and I feel there’s a 
similar culture here, but it’s more 
supportive for [students].”

How did you get into teaching?
“I always liked helping people 

and started coaching sports in high 
school when I was 16. I coached 

volleyball and basketball and ... a 
bunch of different sports. My par-
ents worked in tech, and seeing peo-
ple work [in] a cubicle was scary. I’d 
rather work somewhere where I’m 
more active.”

What part of your teaching perso-
na are you most excited to develop 
throughout the years? 

“[Teaching], because I’m used 
to a one-on-one environment, and 
now that I’m in a bigger [commu-
nity], it’s [difficult] to [give] clear 
instructions with multiple stu-
dents. I [taught] at ... a one-on-one 
school where you don’t have your 
typical big classroom.” 

Are there any parts of your identity 
that students might connect with?

“Being a part of a family that im-
migrated to the [U.S.] is a universal 

experience with a lot of students. 
[Having] been from an immigrant 
family [myself], that experience 
is [something] students can learn 
from because it can be [difficult].”

If you could highlight one aspect of 
your personality, what would it be?

“I’m a very empathetic per-
son. I can relate to others; I un-
derstand what people are going 
through and how they’re feeling, 
so that helps me as a teacher be-
cause I can understand how kids 
[might] not be having a great day, 
whether that’s stuff at home or 
at school. My empathy definitely 
helps in my teaching.”

What’s your favorite part of PE?
“Being outside with the kids 

working on athletics. PE is one of 

the only times where kids aren’t 
using screens. [They’re] used in 
class, when you get home and 
when you do homework. PE is 
great because kids are focusing on 
people around them and moving 
[their bodies].”

Is there a part of Aragon’s culture 
that stands out to you?

“Aragon’s culture is so welcom-
ing. I transferred from Hillsdale 
after my junior year and gradu-
ated here as a senior. I was more 
welcomed here than at any other 
school. It was easy to make friends 
[with] people [being] a lot nicer. 
[As an IA], I [try] my best to always 
[give] positive reinforcement [and 
try] my best to uplift someone.” 

What should people know about you?
“I’m a nice guy. Period. I’m 

very smiley, love joking around 

and [can relate] to anyone’s in-
terests. I’m very passionate about 
all sorts of sports, [and] I’m a big 
Bay Area sports fan. Sharks, War-
riors, Niners, whatever. I’m just a 
big sports guy.”

PHOTOS BY PHOTO EDITOR MADELINE ALLEN REPORTING BY FEATURES WRITER WARREN YAO
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After seeing students make 

grand gestures as Homecom-
ing proposals recently, sopho-
more Waylon Zargar began to 
wonder how he could create 
a poster that his girlfriend 
would enjoy.

“I saw a bunch of people 
doing these big [Homecom-
ing] proposals at the [football] 
games,” he said. “I was like, ‘oh, 
crap. Does that mean I have to 
do it at school?’”

As a result, Zargar asked 
classmates and friends for help 
with his poster. 

“In my Modern [World] His-
tory class, I asked some people, 
‘hey, what should I do?’” Zargar 
said. “They gave me some ideas 
… and I asked my mom if she 
could have her students help. 
Afterwards, we went to my 
house, and I left the poster in 
my room. But I thought she’d 
hate it. So it was very stressful, 
and I hadn’t bought my [Home-
coming] ticket yet. I was about 
two days from them selling out; 
it was pretty scary.”

For many, dating is more 
than an emotional connection. 
There are unspoken rules for 
everything. Some students be-
lieve that these traditions are a 
powerful way to show af-
fection, while others see 
them as unfair and add-
ing pressure around 
money, public image 
and gender roles.

For instance, students 
might encounter finan-
cial expectations. 
Traditional ste-
reotypes sug-
gest that the 
boy should 
pay for dates, 
buy flowers 
or plan a 
major ges-
ture. However, 
this isn’t always 
possible in teenage re-
lationships. 

“[My boyfriend and I are] 
young,” said sophomore Isabel 
Suakjin, “Neither of us have 
jobs, so I can’t expect him to 
pay for everything.”

When a date becomes a test 
of who pays, money might be-

come a sign of value. Instead, 
students said that buying gifts 
should aim to make someone 
happy and focus on its mean-

ing, instead of a price tag. 

“Society has set 
the norm that whoever asks 
them out on the date pays for it 
and I really don’t like that,” said 
sophomore Sophia Holder. 

If relationships are less 
about real connection and more 

about outside appearance, com-
munication and vulnerability 
can become a point of pressure, 
especially with societal con-
cepts like “nonchalant” and 

“the silent, strong type.” 
In fact, in a U.S. 
adult sample from 

the “Man 
Box” study 

,  a research 
initiative that 

aims to examine 
the impact of 
societal norms 
and pressures 
on young men 

and their mind-
sets, 67% of 
respondents 
who aligned 

with restrictive 
masculine ste-

reotypes said they 
had given emotional 

support to someone 
else, but only 25% said they felt 
comfortable crying in front of 
a friend and 40% said they had 
talked to a friend about some-
thing deeply emotional. 

However, some resist this 
philosophy, prioritizing com-

munication instead. Many 
students have begun to value 
transparency and honesty 
over nonchalant appearanc-
es, deviating from what has 
historically been expected of 
boys and men. 

“Emotions are a big thing for 
me,” Zargar said. “I always try 
to put feelings first.”

The same pressures can ap-
pear just as easily from outside 
relationships. Romance books 
and couple influencers often 
raise standards to a point where 
love is measured by grand ges-
tures and constant texting. For 
students who see these idealis-
tic traits as a part of the “perfect 
package,” it might be difficult 
to see themselves as enough or 
valuable in a relationship.  

“Sometimes people set the 
bar super high and they’ll 
never find someone because 
they’re looking for someone 
perfect in all categories,” 
Suakjin said. “But I don’t think 
that anyone is ever perfect 
and it’s more of the person on 
the inside that’s important.” 

A student may very well 
want big gestures and extrava-
gant dates, but another may 
want private moments and 
thoughtful notes — it depends 
on the relationship and person-
al preference. 

“You can’t go telling someone 
[that] your partner should be 
doing you acts of service when 
their partner [prefers] physical 
touch,” Holder said. “So [love] 
differs among other people and 
the way that society frames 
[love in boxes is] not right.” 

High school relationships 
may often navigate restrict-
ing societal expectations 
and peer pressure, but at 
the end of the day, they pio-
neer their own path based 
on what works best for them. 
Whether that be by splitting 
the bill or reinforcing com-
munication, students in re-
lationships often prioritize 
each other’s needs over the 
demands of social norms and 
traditional roles. 

Roy Kong
features writer

———
The growing population of 

Wasians in the United States 
has been reflected in Gen Z 
and Gen Alpha media, with 
their representation coming 
to life in the Bay Area, includ-
ing at Aragon. 

According to the 2020 Cen-
sus, 2.7 million people in the 
U.S. identified as both Asian 
and White, increasing by 
65.8% from the 2010 Census. 
This increase in the Wasian 
population has made highly 
populated areas of Asians 
more diverse and has created 
a plethora of mixed cultures 
and traditions. 

Although this new abun-
dance of diversity is refresh-
ing to many, alienation and 
insensitivity towards biracial 
people, specifically biracial 
Asians, have still found their 
way into the lives of many.

“In the Bay Area, you’re 
treated like a normal person,” 
said junior Johanna Norman. 
“[Being Wasian is] so com-
mon [here] that no one really 
bats an eye. But outside of the 
Bay Area or California, I see 

this problem a lot with older 
people [where] they’re like, 
‘you’re so exotic, you’re so in-
teresting.’ They treat you like 
you’re a fancy cat breed.”

For many biracial Asians, 
feeling representative of 
their cultures is a hassle, be-
cause being mixed-race also 
means looking mixed-race. 
So for many, being able to 
identify with 
one of their 
cultures just 
through their  
physical ap-
pearance isn’t 
an option.

“ I ’ v e 
grown up in 
a pretty Jap-
anese-Ameri-
can commu-
nity, but a lot of 
people kind of can’t 
tell that I am half 
Japanese when they 
see me,” said junior Nina Tay-
lor. “They act really surprised 
when they find out how I’ve 
been raised and that I do speak 
some Japanese and celebrate a 
lot of Japanese culture.” 

Because of the increasing 
population of biracial Asians, 

and specifically Wasians, in the 
Bay Area, a surplus of different 
judgments and portrayals has 
risen. Although Wasians have 
had a sudden jolt of popularity 
in the media with figures such 
as Alyssa Liu, many report that 
most don’t accurately repre-
sent biracial Asians.

“I haven’t seen any represen-
tations of mixed people in me-
dia, but maybe that’s because 

I’m not looking 
hard, or I can’t tell if they’re 
mixed,” Norman said. “There 
are few [TV] series with mixed 
representation, but other than 
that, I don’t feel [very] repre-
sented in major media.”

Others argue that the rep-
resentation of Wasians and 
biracial Asians doesn’t por-
tray figures who are in tune 
with or embracing both of 
their cultures.

“Sometimes people say 
they’re both [Asian and 
White], but they can only 
speak one language, and they 

can’t find the balance in 
that,” said senior Mia 

Gottschalk. “But 
when people are 

portrayed like 
that in the 

m e -
dia, it 

sounds 
a bit 
hope-

l e s s . 
T h e r e 

should be more hopeful 
opportunities for [others] to 
learn their language or learn 
half of [their] culture.”

For Gottschalk, being in 
touch with both sides of her 
heritage comes easily due to 
her knowledge of language. 
However, others struggle to 
express both cultures that they 
identify with, such as senior 
Tyler Rivera. 

“Compared to my Mexican 
friends, I don’t know that 
much Spanish,” Rivera said. 
“And compared to my Asian 
friends, in terms of their 
own language, I personally 
know very little Korean. It’s 
disappointing [for me] be-
cause whenever I introduce 
myself, they ask, ‘oh, do you 
know how to speak Spanish?’ 
[or] ‘oh, do you know how to 
speak Korean?’ I’m just like, 
‘no, I don’t speak [either].’”

Rivera has grown up on a 
different side of many bira-
cial Asians in the Bay Area. 
Being in the minority of this 
already small demographic 
has made his experiences and 
perspective even more unique 
from others.

“Outside of myself and may-
be one other, I don’t know very 
many Asian and Hispanic peo-
ple,” Rivera said. “With such 
[a] little amount of people in 
the community, the represen-
tation [is] already smaller, but 
it is a community that should 
be brought to light more. All 
[the] experiences of these 
multicultural people are very 
unique, and it’s very important 
to under stand how they fit in.” 

ANNA SUZUKI

ASHLEY   TSUI

LILLIAN HUANG
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Unhealthy gender expectations in high school dating  



Maxxing, an internet trend in which people take any aspect of 
their life to an extreme, ascended to popularity in the early 2020s. 
Now, maxxing has become a viral suffix for optimizing a particular 
aspect of someone’s life, and a variety of people have begun to 
use the word and even practice their own forms of maxxing.

“I saw it being used all over the place [on Instagram and Tik-
Tok],” said senior Jake Wang. “It was really stupid stuff. 
It was like milk-maxxing where you drink a bunch of 
milk or raw honey-maxxing, and you eat a bunch of 
raw honey.”

Beyond internet challenges, the term carries a spe-
cific meaning when applied to everyday life.

“There has to be an element of willingly 
spending time doing [what they maxx] 
because one wouldn't say that they're 
office-maxxing if they have to go to 
their [9 a.m. – 5 p.m.] office job five 
days a week,” said sophomore Dylan 
Shao. “If they're doing it in their own 
free time, then they definitely could 
say that they're maxxing.”

Due to semantic bleaching — where a 
word loses its intensity — maxxing has lost 
its extremities, but the core idea remains.

HEALTHMAXXING
Healthmaxxing is a sect of the maxxing 

community that focuses on taking physical 
fitness to extremes. Followers take steps to 
maximize sleep quality, protein intake, exer-
cise, vitamin consumption or other physical 
aspects.

“[Healthmaxxing] normally involves pro-
moting eating healthy, and exercising, more 
stuff like that,” said sophomore Kylie Huang. “It 
definitely promotes better physical health and 
mental health, and it’s overall more positive on 
people [compared to] looksmaxxing.”

However, healthmaxxers’ methodology is not always 
backed by science. For example, while medical profession-
als almost always view increased sleep as a positive, tech-
niques used by sleepmaxxers — such as taking signifi-
cantly elevated doses of melatonin and putting tape over 
the mouth while sleeping — are considered dangerous by 
health experts and not recommended.

“Fact checking between other sources [helps me 
pick out good advice],” said senior Anthony Cardona. 
“There’s a lot of research out there that you could cor-
roborate it with. The stuff that doesn’t have much re-
search, then it’s probably not 
worth it. For example, there’s 
a lot of science that says, [raw 
milk] isn’t good for you because 
of all the bacteria.”

Professionals also note that 
exercise, protein, fiber intake and 
other elements of physical health 
are healthier in moderation, and 
that “maxxing” them may create 
more problems than benefits. 
Professionals from University 
of California Los Angeles Health 
warn that overtraining can lead 
to potentially deadly conditions. 
Researchers from Ohio State 
University say that oversaturat-
ing one’s diet with certain food 
groups can lead to health prob-
lems, and that hyperfixating on it 
can lead to eating disorders.

WHIMSYMAXXING
Whimsymaxxing refers to adding more 

playfulness, imagination and childlike joy 
into daily life to fight off burnout common in 
teens and adults. It serves as a way to push 
back against the monotony of school and 
corporate workplaces. 

“I’ve seen my friends naming their per-
sonal devices like Lamborghini and then their 
phone connects to it and [they say] ‘my phone 
on Spotify is connecting to my Lamborghini,’” 
Hsu said. “That’s pretty funny. It’s a nice use 
of free will. [Another] common example is dec-
orating everything. In middle school, I used to 
make a collage with my notebook [cover] and 
decorate it a lot.”

Whimsymaxxing opens up new routes of 
self-expression, from style upgrades to cre-
ative fashion experiments.

“Honestly, we’re kind of in a beige mom epi-
demic, where everyone’s wearing the same ba-
sics,” Hsu said. “Spruce it up a little. Use some 
more accessories. Don’t just wear a t-shirt and 
a chain. Try cool accessories and statement 
pieces, not just stuff that you think fits with 

everything. I’ve 
seen people wear 
scarves over their 
pants and I think 
it’s really cool.”

As with all 
subcultures, 
whimsymaxxing 
may lead to 
gatekeeping or 
an inner cir-
cle claiming 
their superior 
knowledge on 
the topic.

“Sometimes, I do see some maliciousness 
[online] when people start accusing others 
about not being whimsical the correct way be-
cause, apparently, there’s a correct way to do 
this now,” Huang said. “[Online], I saw some 
girls were telling people, ‘oh, you guys can’t be 
unicorns, you’re not a unicorn,’ because they 
notice that someone’s dressed in a way that 
they see as more popular in society.”

PRODUCTIVITY/
STUDYMAXXING

Studymaxxing transforms learning into a 
gamified and sometimes performative subcul-
ture. On platforms like TikTok, academic labor 
is converted into a distorted system of valida-
tion, defined by aesthetic desk setups, statio-
nery hauls, black highlighters on black paper 
and “Study With Me” timelapses. Followers are 
encouraged to lock in with viral endurance 
trends, filming themselves studying outside in 
the snow or until a block of ice melts to unlock 
a beverage. Apps such as FlipClock and Ice-
Study: Focus Timer similarly turn study time 
into something visible and measurable.

“Social media makes everything a lot more 
competitive,” Shao said. “You can compare 
yourself to other people just by picking up the 
phone. Whereas before that, you would actu-
ally have to go somewhere to see people that 
are smarter than you. The point of learning 
is not in itself to be competitive. If you’re 
just learning how to compete with others, then 

what’s the point?”
Studymaxxing is just one branch of 

a broader “productivity-maxxing” movement, 
found in 5 a.m. morning routines, “day in my 
life” videos, and LinkedIn posts announcing 
the next internship or leadership title. For 
high school students, being productive can 
mean filling every hour with something impres-
sive, especially when college applications loom. 

By incentivizing discipline and tracking 
hours like high scores, this performance of pro-
ductivity turns personal habits into public val-
idation. The content is undeniably motivating 
for some, but it can also glorify all-night work 
sessions and romanticize sleep deprivation; only 
24% of U.S. high school students reported 
getting at least eight hours of sleep on an av-
erage school night in 2025, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

“Maxxing steady productivity has nega-
tive health impacts,” Shao said. “Some people 
might think that they’re inadequate because 
they’re not as locked in as many of the people 
that they see online. But that is not really an 
achievable goal because no one with a healthy 
social life and actual interests wants to study 
for 12 hours a day.”

When keeping balance in mind, a mindset 
aiming for more productivity may bring im-
provements to one’s life. A planner, to-do list 
or a consistent sleep schedule can make school 
and extracurriculars feel less overwhelming. 
But there is a difference between using rou-
tines to make life easier and treating every 
minute of life as something to optimize.

“The healthiest version of productivity is 
not waking up earlier, tracking every habit or 
trying to turn yourself into a machine,” said 
Steve Zhang, junior and president of Pro-
ductivity Club. “It’s a mindset to have that 
when you’re trying to be productive, you’re 
not [simply] trying to finish all your work. You 
want to be in the mindset that, ‘I’m doing this 
so that I can actually learn this.’”

LOOKSMAXXING
Looksmaxxing, the original and most prom-

inent community of maxxers, is the internet’s 
version of glowing up taken to new extremes. 
Looksmaxxers analyze body characteristics 
into “hard” features — like bone structure, 
which is difficult to change — and “soft” fea-
tures like hair, skin, fitness and style.

With any trend focused on the outward ap-
pearance, looksmaxxing may 
turn moderate insecurity 
into unhealthy obsession. 
Online sources often 
present these subjective 
beauty standards as a 
science, encouraging 

users to rate strangers’ faces. A 2025 study 
of a popular looksmaxxing forum analyzed 
8,072 comments and found that users were 
regularly insulted, ranked and pushed toward 
extreme appearance changes. 

“[Looksmaxxing is] what women have been 
looking at on social media for like the longest 
time ever,” said senior Allison Hsu. “Now it’s 
the guys, and it’s so horrible. Like, who came 
up with the term strawberry legs? Are you fox 
pretty, or bunny pretty, or [deer] pretty? It’s 
what women have been going through 
for the longest time ever, but trans-
lated to guys.”

Looksmaxxers use a variety of 
methods to improve their hard and 
soft features. This includes mewing 

to straighten 

the jawline and gua sha to reduce swelling, or 
more extreme procedures like rhinoplasty or 
bonesmashing to sharpen the cheekbones and 
taking off-label anabolic steroids.

“I don’t think these [procedures] work,” 
said senior Marshall Lim. “There’s no evidence 
behind [bonesmashing]. There can be positive 
influences [of looksmaxxing] for self-improve-
ment, like working out. But hitting your face 
is not gonna help with anything. It’s probably 
just gonna damage your [facial] construction.”

Looksmaxxing is syn-
onymous with the polar-
izing influencer Clavic-
ular, the online name of 
Braden Peters.

“[Clavicular] posts vid-
eos about teaching people 
how to improve their lives, 
just being healthier, work-
ing out more,” Cardona 
said. “I really take some 
[of Clavicular’s advice] to 

the heart, but the others 
that I can’t do, I just ig-
nore them. I do the working 
out stuff, but I don’t do 
bonesmashing. I think he’s 
the best influence possible. 
I don’t think anyone could 
take his role better.”

Clavicular has had significant influence on 
his fans, a majority of which are young men 
and adolescents, propagating vocabulary like 
“frame-mogging” as he livestreams on Kick.

“[Clavicular is] the father of looksmaxxing,” 
Wang said. “He spread it across the younger 
generation. People take drastic measures to 
improve themselves, and [Clavicular’s] one of 
those people. It’s definitely having a negative 
influence on the younger generation, because, 
obviously, he’s a grown adult. He can make his 
own choices. Younger people, when they see him, 
follow in his footsteps, [which] could harm them.”

Some of Clavicular’s looksmaxxing tactics 
seem successful, but he has faced health set-
backs from various looksmaxxing attempts. 
He has stated that he has injected himself 
with methamphetamine to dull his appetite 
and testosterone since the age of 14, the 
latter of which may have resulted in sterility. 
He seemingly overdosed on drugs in April, 
though the facts of the situation have not 
been confirmed.

The “looksmaxxing” movement is also tied 
heavily to the involuntarily celibate, or incel, 
community, where the name and other slang 
originated — for example, being “blackpilled” 
refers to the belief that physical attractive-
ness is genetically fixed and largely deter-
mines a person’s social and romantic value. 
The group’s ideologies rely heavily on sexist 
principles, coining terms like “foid,” shorthand 
for “female humanoid,” to refer to members 
of the opposite sex. Clavicular himself has 

faced multiple charges 
against women, including 
assault, and is known to 
have interacted with influ-
encers Andrew Tate and 
Nick Fuentes, both known 
for their overt misogyny.
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In the US,

“4.07%
of males (6.6 mil-

lion people) had ex-
perienced an eating 
disorder at some 

stage of their life-
time.”

National Eating Disorders 
Association

According to 
board-certified 

oral and maxillo-
facial surgeon Dr. 
Young Jun, fa-
cial restructuring 
doesn’t happen 
through “repeat-
ed impact” like 
bonesmashing.

CBS

#studytok and 
#studywithme have 

gotten

~23
billion views
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Neharika Choudhary
features writer

———
It’s finally fall. Autumn leaves 

drift down as the breeze carries 
the scent of warm vanilla and 
cinnamon. A girl wears Ugg 
boots, bootcut jeans and an over-
priced leather jacket, hot coffee 
in hand. The 2000s aesthetic 
of small towns, autumn, cafes, 
friends, romance, sophistica-
tion and style dominates social 
media feeds, making audiences 
nostalgic for a time they never 
experienced. The attraction to 
the country aesthetic seems to 
follow a similar pattern.

From the South to the Bay 
Area, country music has trav-
eled a long way to reach the 
West Coast, bringing core coun-
try values, as well as the popu-
larized version of country cul-
ture with it — two contrasting 
appeals of this niche.

“Since country music is 
more upbeat, it just gives you 
more confidence, and it lifts up 
your day,” said freshman Kay-
lynn Sanchez.

Country music is an Ameri-
can genre rooted in Southern 

folk music and Western cowboy 
traditions. Its lyrics often evoke 
rural landscapes, 
finding richness 
amid poverty 
and Southern 
romance — im-
agery that can 
feel distant 
from life in 
the Bay Area.

Here, suburban and urban 
settings offer a different back-
drop. The region’s empha-
sis on academic 
and professional 
achievement can 
contrast the 
slower-paced life 
some students 
associate with 
country music.

For students 
who feel pressure 
to succeed in the Bay 
Area’s seemingly in-
escapable competitive 
environment, country 
music may offer an 
imagined alternative.

“In country songs, 
the environment is al-
ways very rural,” said ju-

nior Audrey Young. “There’s 
lots of grass and hay. Lots of 
people live in barns or ranch 
houses, and there are animals 
running around. It’s very calm 

and peaceful.”
The ap-

peal may 
also extend 

to the rela-
tionships por-

trayed in coun-
try songs. For 

students who see 
dating as shaped by 
peer pressure or 
a desire for sta-

tus, some coun-
try songs about 
genuine love can 
offer a contrast; 

for example, 
“You Look 

Like You Love 
Me” by Ella 
Langley, or “28” 

by Zach Bryan. 
“Some people 

like the idea of be-
ing in a relationship 

more than they like 
the person,” said soph-
omore Myra Milar. 

“It’s very common for people to 
be in a relationship, but most of 
them end badly.”

Country songs about lifelong 
devotion present a romantic 
ideal: a partner who remains 
committed even as the couple 
grows older.

“Our generation is 100% 
more different than how it was 
back then, and electronics have 
a big impact,” Sanchez said. “In 
the past, people would go up to 
you, and it would be easier to 
talk to someone that you like 
or someone you love. Now, the 
way things are built in our so-
ciety is weird.”

These perceptions raise an-
other possibility: country mu-
sic’s appeal may come partly 
from a desire for something 
students feel is missing from 
their lives, whether that is 
commitment, calm or a sense 
of connection.

For its listeners, country mu-
sic can offer a glimpse of expe-
riences beyond their everyday 
surroundings. It becomes more 
than an escape — it offers an 
imagined life that may soften 
the pressures of their own.

Linus Zhao
features writer

———
Celebrities are no strangers to con-

troversy. Their every word and action is 
meticulously studied by superfans and 
critics. In this light, some celebrities have 
chosen to speak out in support of a politi-
cal party, especially during key moments 
such as the 2024 presidential election. 
However, others have taken a different 
path, instead advocating for specific is-
sues they are passionate about while re-
maining nonpartisan. 

Famously, Dolly Parton took this lat-
ter stance due to her belief that she was 
a role model to all and because she did 
not want to offend other people with 
her beliefs.

“Everyone loved Dolly Parton,” 
said freshman Charlotte Santia-
go. “It was nice that she never … 
announced herself to a certain 
party … it kept her open, in a 
sense. I think [she did so] just because 
… she has such a big influence.”

Parton’s nonpartisan yet distinct-
ly liberal activism spanned many 
topics, such as the promotion of LG-
BTQ+ rights, children’s literacy and 
donations to vaccine research during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Parton’s activism 
has led to the donation of over 300 mil-
lion books to children around the world, 
encouraging them to work towards 
stronger literacy habits. 

Conversely, many other celebrities 
have openly sided with one party or 
another. During the 2020 U.S. presi-
dential election, Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson openly endorsed the Demo-
cratic Party. Johnson later said he re-
gretted the endorsement, changing 
his tune during the 2024 presidential 
election and becoming nonpartisan. 

Johnson reasoned that the shift was 
due to a desire to avoid angering his 
fanbase and supporters. 

“If the celebrity comes out to say 
that they’re [endorsing] one party, 
the other party might not agree,” said 
senior Rodrigo Gomez. “They might 
lose recognition or fans or money.”

Online, people have speculated that 
Johnson’s shift was due to a large 
portion of his fanbase being from 
wrestling, a sport where people 

generally lean more Republican. 
However, this shift from open po-

litical views to nonpartisanship has 
not been seen in all celebrities. Amid 
the 2024 presidential election and 
her Eras Tour, Taylor Swift posted an 
endorsement on social media for the 
Democratic Party. The endorsement 
itself was not particularly shocking, 
as she had previously supported many 

Democrats’ ideas, but the open sup-
port firmly declared her views to fans 
once and for all.

“I’m a Democrat, so [it] 
definitely strengthened my 
perspective and my opinion 
on her,” Santiago said. “It was 

almost comforting to know 
that … our views aligned 

… For some of her su-
per fans, that could have 
been … a deciding factor [in 

the election].” 

However, the endorsement alien-
ated Swift’s Republican fanbase. NBC 
reported that after the endorsement, 
47% of Republicans said they viewed 
Swift negatively. Despite this statis-
tic, no research found that Swift’s 
Eras Tour, happening at the same 
time as the endorsement, was signifi-
cantly affected. 

“[Swift supporting the oppos-
ing party] would definitely make 

me not support her as much, 
but I would still listen 
to her music,” Santia-
go said. “[At] the end 

of the day, she is still 
very talented.”

Rather than changing 
how people vote, celeb-
rity endorsements instead 

bring attention to politics itself, making 
more people overall vote, according to 
an article from the University of New 
Mexico citing political science professor 
Jessica Feezell. Voters generally choose 

who to vote for based on factors such as 
socioeconomic status and demographics, 

rather than celebrity endorsements. 
This idea contrasts with Swift’s 2024 

endorsement that led over 400,000 
people to make their way to the 

voter registration website. 
Experts say that celebrity 

endorsements are much more 
powerful for candidates dur-

ing primaries instead of 
during general elections, 
such as the presidential elec-
tions. For example, Oprah 

Winfrey’s 2008 endorsement of 
Barack Obama ahead of the Democratic 
presidential primary led to a significant 
increase in votes for Obama, a Pew Re-
search Center study found. 

“At the end of the day, it’s the celeb-
rity’s choice to say whether they would 
[endorse] a specific political party,” said 
junior Saan Bertrand. “A lot of them do 
want to protect their reputation and don’t 
want to … get backlash.” 

With the midterm elections next 
month, celebrities once again face 
the option to publicly side with a 
party or stay uninvolved. 

MAKENNA NGUYEN
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“Primetime” is prime entertainment
Anushka Punjabi

features writer

———
To Catch or Not to Catch? 

That is the question in Lance 
Oppenheim’s “Primetime”, 
a grotesque commentary on 
the dangers of media sensa-
tionalism and the blurry line 
between exposing and encour-
aging evil. The movie was re-
leased on Sept. 25 and starred 
Robert Pattinson as NBC an-
chor Chris Hansen. The movie 
details the production of “To 
Catch a Predator,” investigat-
ing the show’s creation from 
start to finish, and more im-
portantly, what happens when 
the pursuit of justice is trans-
formed into entertainment.

At first, “Primetime” is a 
straightforward thriller about 
catching child predators. The 
show collaborates with local 
law enforcement and works 
with heavily scripted “decoys” 
— members of Hansen’s cast 
who pose as minors online — 
to lure predators into houses 
filled with hidden cameras. 
Once they arrive, Hansen con-
fronts them with transcripts 
of their chats with the decoy 
minor, to which the preda-
tors cower in fear, humiliated. 
Outside waiting are the police, 
who perform an arrest right 
away and deliver the predator 
to justice.

On paper, it is easy to see 
the appeal: dangerous people 
are being exposed and ideally, 
stopped. It fulfills the deep 
sense of morality humans 
have of right and wrong. 

But the movie quickly 
makes me question whether 
exposing someone is still 
justice when the primary 
goal of the show is no longer 
solely to deliver predators to 
law enforcement, but to tar-
get those who will generate 
the best television reviews. 
The question is especially rel-
evant when one considers that 
people being targeted have 
not necessarily committed a 
crime. Yes, they’ve had dis-
turbing intentions, but inten-
tions alone are not enough to 
prosecute someone.

Later, the show turns mor-
ally complicated, and these 
people turn into a television 
narrative: predator enters 
house, Hansen confronts, au-
dience watches the predator 
squirm — “zoom in on his 
face … the [predators’] noses 
flare when I come out” — and 
everyone goes home feeling 
that justice has been served.

However, more than Han-
sen and his production team, 
I found Dan Plum to be the 

most interesting character. 
Played by Skyler Gisondo, 
Plum is a 23-year-old actor 
who joins production whose 
dream it is to “make it big.” 
He is nervous and morally 
uncertain about impersonat-
ing a minor, especially when 
he encounters the disturbing 
men the show has lured in.

But, fueled by Hansen’s 
approval, his discomfort 
disappears. He cares a lot 
about impressing Hansen 
and producer Andie Bender 
— more than about wheth-
er what he is doing is right.

“[What Plum experi-
ences is] like exposure 
therapy,” said senior Sristi 
Sharma. “The more you see 
[violence and corruption], 
the less … you feel.”

This transition was the 
most impactful to me and 
connects to the 
movie’s larger 
idea that evil 
can spread 
from person 
to person. 
Through Pat-
tinson’s hollow 
gaze, the show 
itself becomes 
corrupted.

“ [ S e n s a -
tionalism] … 
takes away 
from how the 
general public 
would see [the 
show] as be-
ing shocking 
… [similar to 
how a lot of is-
sues today are 
taken less seri-
ously] because 
they’re so inter-
twined with social media,” 
said senior Nishaan Singh.

At times, however, I felt 
that the movie pushed its 
symbolism too far. The 
movie would have been 
stronger if it stuck to a 
solid theme that it already 
worked to develop: the eth-
ical consequences of “To 
Catch a Predator.” I did not 
need to see every character 
become a symbol of some-
thing larger, a force for 
good or not.

“You can’t just make 
something up and then ex-
pect [the source material] to 
[stay as interesting],” Singh 
said. “[Viewers won’t] realize 
that’s not true and then still 
be completely interested.”

The world of “Primetime” 
is indeed morally contami-
nated. When threatened 
with removal from their 
primetime slot on Tuesday 

evenings, Andie Bender 
is convinced that view-
ers will not be interested 
in watching a “feel-good” 
show. “Primetime” suggests 
that television must include 
outrage and humiliation, 
that both Plum and preda-
tors are embarrassed. Plum 
is criticized by friends for 
his acting capabilities and 
predators are zoomed in on.

While Hansen himself 
has criticized the movie, 
stating that it portrayed him 
in a one-dimensional light, I 
take issue with this critique. 
He may have expected a 
tribute film, but because the 
show’s lines are truly blurry, 
I think the movie’s portrayal 
of Hansen is deliberately un-
settling. I enjoy the ambigu-
ity that the movie deals with: 
it asks what happens when 

someone who believes he is 
doing something good be-
comes consumed by ratings 
and power — what someone 
becomes when they become 
corrupted and corrupt those 
around them. 

“If [he’s] painted as a bad 
guy … people [would] dehu-
manize him,” Sharma said. 
“[Hansen] is ambiguous.”

Overall, I would give 
“Primetime” 4 stars out of 
5. I loved the exploration of 
what evil truly means, and 
it was interesting to see 
how the movie, criticizing 
media sensationalism in 
“To Catch a Predator” had 
a clear lens through which 
they portrayed Hansen.

Ethan Fei
features writer

———
The loud guitar at the start of 

“Switchblade” shatters any expec-
tation of a quiet acoustic melody. 
Within seconds, heavy drums 
kick in, pushing the track toward 
a dense, aggressive sound. With 
her new album, “Pylon,” released 
Sept. 18, 26-year-old Filipino-Brit-
ish singer-songwriter Beabadoo-
bee leaves bedroom pop behind 
and dives into alternative rock.

“Pylon” marks a major change 
for an artist known for quiet, cozy 
tracks like “Glue Song” and “Cof-
fee.” Her earlier music felt gentle 
and soft, almost as if it described 
a childhood full of wonder. This 
album is the opposite: loud, direct 
and full of energy. Beabadoobee 
swaps her acoustic guitar for 
heavier riffs and percussion remi-
niscent of 1990s rock.

“Her earlier albums were a lot 
more focused on love,” said junior 
Ellie Leo. “They were much calm-
er and quieter.”

This heavier sound changes 
how her music makes an impact. 
In the past, her soft voice did most 
of the emotional work, but on “Py-
lon,” the instruments do more of 
the heavy lifting. Songs like “Sun 
Has Set” use dynamic contrasts 
effectively. The chorus’ volume 
makes her vocals sound more 
desperate and raw. Rather than 
burying her feelings, the loud 
instrumentation intensifies the 
emotion in her lyrics.

“[This album conveys] a little 
more security in herself and a 
little more angst, rather than be-
ing sad and insecure like the old 
ones,” Leo said. “It’s more about 
her exploring her own identity 
and her own emotional struggles, 
especially when she’s going on 
tour and being isolated from oth-
er people.”

The central theme of “Pylon” is 
growing up and finding your own 
voice. Throughout the album, Be-
abadoobee pushes against the 
pressure to remain the cute, 
whimsical artist she was as a 
teenager. On “Nothing to Prove,” 
featuring Hayley Williams, the 
lyrics explore reclaiming cre-
ative control and finding 
validation within 
herself. The 
album tells 
a story 

of growing under pressure and 
public scrutiny, positioning her 
new rock style as the next step in 
that process.

Looking at the music theory 
behind “Pylon,” it is easy to hear 
how she makes the heavier sound 
work. On her previous albums, 
Beabadoobee relied on a thinner 
texture, often built around her 
voice and a guitar. On “Pylon,” she 
switches to a denser texture and 
a loud-quiet-loud structure. When 
the chorus hits, multiple layers 
erupt at once, giving the album 
an unpredictable, chaotic energy.

The harmony also shifts to-
ward a darker, tenser palette. 
The guitar parts rely mainly on 
power chords, which use the 
root and fifth while leaving out 
the third. Without the third, 
these chords create a hollow yet 
powerful sound that can feel 
massive and aggressive.

To keep the songs feeling un-
easy, Beabadoobee combines 
power chords with modal mix-
ture, borrowing chords from a 
minor key within a song written 
in a major key, creating sudden 
emotional shifts. 

However, the album has a 
few weak spots. While her new 
style works, the songs begin to 
sound similar. They often follow 
the same pattern: a gentle intro 
that suddenly shifts into loud, 
gritty, distorted rock. At times, 
the heavy guitars overwhelm 
Beabadoobee’s voice, making her 
carefully chosen lyrics difficult 
to hear.

“The other songs that are 
[softer] are better,” Leo said. “The 
parts that are softer tend to have 
better lyrics”. 

Despite these weaknesses, “Py-
lon” is a strong step forward. It 
captures the anxiety and chaos 
of becoming an adult and shows 
that Beabadoobee is done hiding 
behind a calm acoustic guitar. 
The album allows her to find her 
voice and build her own rock 
identity, earning 4.5 out of 5 stars. 

COURTESY OF A24 FILMS LLC Beabadoobee returns
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Nathaniel Wilson
features writer

———
“I want you,” says Uncle Sam. But 

maybe you don’t have a choice. 
“Mandatory military service im-

pedes my freedom!” You’re right. 
But there’s more to it than that. 

There are real scenarios where 
mandating military service, in rea-
sonable quantity, is not only a good 
idea but necessary. 

First, one must look at the ques-
tion of what service, manda-
tory or not, offers to a nation 
to determine if there is a sce-
nario where mandatory service 
makes sense. 

An army definitely feels like a 
military necessity. At the very least, 
if the U.S. is using technology such 
as autonomous drones and missiles, 
they probably need commanders 
and high-level personnel making 
decisions. Assuming there is mili-
tary necessity for breathing bodies, 
sovereignty practically requires the 
ability to defend oneself against for-
eign invaders. 

Otherwise, a nation’s existence is 
a bet on the mercy of nations that 
can be assumed to have self-interest.

“To fight a war you need sol-
diers,” said senior Jake Wang. “If 
you … have no soldiers, then how 
powerful are you really?”

It’s also engrained in the Consti-
tution that Congress has the power 
to maintain an army. The founding 
fathers believed that the federal 
government needed this power ex-
plicitly. With all that in mind, it 
seems fair to believe that an army 
(in particular warm bodies) are nec-
essary for a country to have, at the 
very least in wartime, but more gen-
erally at the discretion of Congress. 

Additionally, John Locke and 
Thomas Hobbes, philosophers who 
inspired many of the U.S.’ founding 
principles, argued that one cannot 
have liberty without security first. 
These philosophers are taught at 
Aragon, appreciated in academia. 
The logical extension of this is 
that security must be priori-
tized. Note that temporary sus-
pension of liberty is a slippery 
slope — for instance, with 
Adolf Hit-
ler’s rise 
to power. 
Still, in some 
scenar-
ios such 
as impera-
tive na-
tional defense, 
it is reasonable 
that if Congress can 
in no other capacity 
raise an army that 
they deem appropri-
ate, then it suspends 
some liberties for the ultimate pro-
tection of the nation.

“If we are assuming enlistment is 
low, and the U.S. needs … soldiers, 
then yes, the draft is necessary,” 
said senior Nick Nasib.

One example is the Ukraine-
Russia war. Ukraine is an interest-
ing example for a few different rea-
sons. They are currently fighting for 

their sovereignty. Mandatory service 
makes up about 75% of their army. 
On one hand, it seems reasonable 
that in such desperate times, an 
army of this composition is nec-
essary. On the other hand, it re-
quires that you believe the people 
of Ukraine are better off winning 
the war. If they are not, it 
seems like the need-
less risk of hun-
dreds of thou-
sands of lives 
for a war 

that is 
not supported 

enough to invoke 
voluntary service. Of 
course, a government will 
use whatever power nec-
essary to preserve itself, 
so the fact that the Ukrainian 

government made the choice 
has no impact on its ben-

efit to the people.

O n 
the other 
side, Rus-
sia has a 
permanent 
draft, and 
yet their 
military is 
only about 
25% draft-
ed. How-
ever, un-
like with 
Ukraine, 
this war 
is not a 
matter of 
self-defense 
for Russia.

Voluntary ser-
vice is preferable 
to mandatory service 
because violating some-
one’s liberty is not a small 
matter. On both sides of this par-
ticular conflict, however, both are 
used. The difference is that one is 
a fight for its very sovereignty, and 
the other is an invasion of another 
nation. The question is different for 
both sides. 

In the case of the US, wars are not 
totally out of the question for 
mandatory enrollment. People 
support the US involvement 
in beating the Nazis, and yet 

that required a draft. As an ex-
ample, this proves that man-

datory service can be a good 
thing be-
yond pure 
necessity. 

But with due 
l i m it a-
tion, as 

it’s hard 
to imag-

ine a war 
in Iran being 

met with the same 
zeal; there is a right 
time and place for 
mandatory service.

“The draft should 
only be used when absolutely neces-
sary,” Wang said. 

Ultimately, mandatory service is a 
necessary power of a just government 
in times of crisis. The sovereignty of 
a nation depends on its ability to de-
fend itself and mobilize its people. In 
other scenarios, there is a substan-
tial case to be made, but no blanket 
statement is applicable. 

Rohan Gupta
features writer

———
Fight — and maybe die. Refuse 

to fight and get thrown in prison 
and labeled as a traitor. 

These are the exact expectations 
placed upon the average citizen if the 

United States of America were to 
impose mandatory military 

service. In countries with 
mandatory military ser-

vice like South Ko-
rea, Israel and 

Brazil, mandatory 
military service 
ranges from one 
year to up to two 
years and eight 

months. These 
countries are 
forced to imple-
ment mandatory 
military service 
because of low 

numbers of re-
cruits or anticipated 

military tension. 
Failure to give up bodily 

autonomy to one’s country 
before the end of the con-

s c r i p t i o n 
age can re-

sult in jail time, heavy 
fines, travel restrictions and so-

cial consequences. 
The repercussions of mandatory 

military service are vast, as many 
people return with traumas that are 
not only limited to physical but also 
mental, which often affect a person’s 
day-to-day life. 

In South Korea, a country where 
military service is part 
of every per-
son’s life, 
m e n t a l 
h e a l t h 
decline is 
a growing 
problem. 

A Nation-
al Library 
of Medi-
c i n e 
s t u d y 
f o u n d 
that men-
tal disor-
ders such 
as depres-
sion and anxi-
ety were 1.3 times higher 
in South Korean young adult males 
who served in the military, than men 
of the same age with no military ex-
perience. Moreover, suicide ideation 
is 1.5 times more frequent in men 
serving in the military than men who 
are not in service. 	

Suicide is the leading cause of death 
among South Korean soldiers, respon-
sible for over 70% of all deaths. The 

i m -
p l e m e n t a -
tion of military 
service is detrimen-
tal to the mental health 
of soldiers. 

These damages can also af-
fect the lives of soldiers, even after 
completing their mandated service.

“There’s definitely a decrease 
in mental health,” said sophomore 
Dennis Zhan. “People also act differ-
ently, because you grow strict habits 
from [the] military.”

In terms of the United States of 
America, making military service 
mandatory would take several years 
and resources, which could be bet-
ter spent making a more important 
change in people’s lives. As section 
one of the 13th Amendment of the 
United States of America’s Constitu-
tion states: “Neither slavery nor in-
voluntary servitude, except as a pun-
ishment for crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted, shall 

exist within the United States, or 
any place subject to their juris-
diction.” This clearly asserts 
that mandatory military ser-
vice is unconstitutional, as it 

is involuntary servitude with-
out a punishment for a crime, as 

explained by the highest law of 
the country.

Many agree that it is unlawful 
and unjust to force someone to serve 

in the military. 
“It’s immoral and unconstitu-

tional,” said sophomore Thomas 
Wongsmith. “Personally, I 

think it’s just wrong to 
force people into something 

that could alter their life.”
Supporters of mandatory 

service argue that it builds 
discipline, unites citizens and 

strengthens national defense. 
However, forcing people to serve 

for their country can cause nega-
tive feelings towards its citizens 

and the country itself from within. 
Some also note that the U.S. Supreme 
Court ruled in 1918, in the case Arver 
v. United States, that a military draft 
does not violate the 13th Amend-
ment’s ban on involuntary servitude. 

However, just because a practice is 
legal does not mean it is morally jus-
tifiable. If mandatory military ser-

vice was not about con-
trolling the 
population, 

but rath-
er, about 
discipline 
and unity, 
it could 
be built 
t h r o u g h 
voluntary 
programs 
or expand-
ed mili-

tary in-
centives, 
w it hout 

d e p r i v -
ing young 

people of their right to decide 
their futures.

Mandatory military service is an 
insult to the English language. Forc-
ing an individual to give up their 
bodily autonomy is not a service, but 
indentured servitude to the govern-
ment. Framing it as an act of ‘service’ 
causes people to not scrutinize their 
governments for putting their citi-
zens in harm’s way.

Dueling opinions: mandatory military service
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ACROSS
2. Said by someone
who just heard 11A
3. Star Wilson of 26A
4. Legal eagle
6. Person who played
music at Hoco
7. How zombies might
gather
11. Scary sound
12. Mature genre of books
14. Where you text multiple
friends (abbr.)
15. Ne’er-do-well
17. Amino acid asparagine
(abbr.)
19. To sing without words
21. I am ____!
24. Sound a werewolf
makes
25. Archaic word for
lifeless
26. Valkyries’ semifinals
opponent
28. One who has fought for
the U.S.
29. Tiny plant part
30. You might buy this in
the “Oregon Trail” video
game
31. “All Too Well” album
32. Most-nominated female
artist of the 2018
Grammys
34. Virus named for an
African river
37. “Love Don’t Cost a
Thing” singer
(nickname)
38. What you’d call your
male Spanish teacher
39. Where 31A artist held
her wedding (abbr.)
41 Harder freshman or
sophomore class at
Aragon (abbr.)
42 Conjunction for
alternatives
44 Globally accepted
measurement system
used for science
45 Who 35D is to 37A

DOWN
1. Irrational fear, or a
Stevie Wonder song
5. After midnight but
before noon
6. Make happen
8. Near
9. Monster who could use
some braces
10. Former Starbucks CEO
Howard
11. Before the year 0

13. One out of a six-pack
muscle group
14. One who makes a
sports team’s decisions
16. Country in which we
live (abbr.)
17. Afternoon, in Australia
18. One of two MLB
leagues, to which the
Giants belong (abbr.)
20. Country in which we
live

22. Opposites of cathodes
23. 21A would not have
been a fan
24. Greeting
27. Therefore
31. 2016 Olympics host
city
33. Find a target
35. 37A’s former husband
Affleck
36. Text reaction to
something funny

37. “Just saying” (abbr.)
40. What green means
41. It might take over the
world
43. Prefix for “done again”
44. Type of memory chip
card
46 5th period noble gas
(abbr.)

Solutions: 
bit.ly/OctCrossword26

Itsy Bitsy Crossword
LUKE TRIMBLE
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Adya Tewari
sports writer

———
In college sports, there has 

always been a clear divide 
between college athletes and 
professionals. This season of 
college football, however, that 
line has become blurry.

Louisiana State University, 
with new coach Lane Kiffin, 
has found itself at the center 
of the debate. Lane Kiffin pre-
viously coached at Ole Miss, 
but left mid-season for LSU’s 
head coaching job.

During the offseason, Kiffin 
and LSU pursued former Ole 
Miss players Dae’Quan Wright 
and Zxavian Harris, both of 
whom had gone undrafted and 
signed with NFL teams for the 
summer. Wright signed with the 
Philadelphia Eagles and later 
spent time with the Cleveland 
Browns after being waived. Har-
ris signed with the New Orleans 
Saints, and was also waived. 
Both players then pursued a re-
turn to college football at LSU, 
with their former coach.

Some agree with the con-
cept of playing one more year 
in college for the sake of per-
formance optimization.

“College athletes should be 
allowed to play a fifth year,” 
said senior Clemson softball 

commit Taylor Workman. “It 
gives the athletes the ability 
to make the most of their col-
lege careers and play at a point 
where they are at their most 
physically strong and mature.”

However, even though ex-
tenuating circumstances can 
pose reasonable justification, 
graduated athletes should 
not typically be playing at a 
college level.

“College athletes should 
not be allowed to play after 
graduation, because the NCAA 
starts tracking eligibility the 
moment you enroll,” said se-
nior Oye Oyegbami. “However, 
there should be exceptions 
like medical redshirts.”

If an athlete suffers a sea-
son-ending injury, they are 
allowed to “redshirt” if their 
injury meets the specific stan-
dards for their sport. This al-
lows them to make up lost eli-
gibility in order to ensure four 
years of eligibility throughout a 
five year window, often grant-
ing them an additional year.

Trinidad Chambliss, Ole Miss’ 
quarterback, is an example of 
why exceptions can be reason-
able. He sought an additional 
season after missing his 2022 
season at Division II Ferris State 
because of medical issues. His 
case ultimately went to court af-

ter the NCAA denied his medi-
cal waiver, and he was granted 
another year with Ole Miss.

Athletes who miss out on 
seasons often do pursue a 
fifth year, and are usually al-
lowed to play if they meet the 
criteria. The reason the LSU 

case is getting so much more 
attention is because it creates 
a situation where players who 
had already entered the pro-
fessional system can return to 
college if their career has not 
taken off.

“The moment you sign a 
professional contract, you 
should be considered a pro,” 
Oyegbami said. “You’re no lon-
ger a college athlete.”

Workman, along with many 
others, agrees.

“College sports are like pro-
fessional sports now with the 
way that the athletes are treat-
ed,” Workman said. “However, 
there needs to remain a distinc-
tion between the two.”

Wright and Harris sought a 
temporary injunction in Louisi-
ana state courts, which put the 
NCAA’s rule barring profession-
al athletes from playing in col-
lege on hold. This is what would 
have allowed them to play for 
LSU for an additional season.

“Ultimately, once a player 
has declared for the pros, that 
needs to be the end of their col-
lege eligibility,” Workman said. 

“Otherwise it just exploits 
the system that was first 
meant to be a means to get 
an education.”

The controversy became 
large enough that the South-
eastern Conference considered 
terminating LSU’s membership. 
They also threatened to impose 
fines that would have cost the 
school more than half of its 
football budget. LSU eventually 
opted to fill its two remaining 
roster spots with other players, 
not Harris or Wright. 

The situation was even ac-
knowledged by Kiffin himself 
during LSU’s season opener 

against Clemson. After a blow-
out first half, Kiffin joked, 
“Imagine if we had pro players.”

The SEC opted to let LSU re-
main in the conference, and LSU 
suffered no sanctions or fines af-
ter backing down from its case.

While Workman supports 
fifth-year eligibility, she acknowl-
edges that it creates problems.

“It takes opportunities away 
from younger players,” Work-
man said. “Colleges are taking 
smaller high school recruiting 
classes because there is more 
experience and talent avail-
able either from the portal or 
a fifth year.”

The NCAA’s eligibility rules 
are very clearly evolving, with 
people using loopholes to 
their advantage.

“The rules need to be made 
universal, to leave the least 
wiggle room for people to take 
advantage of college sports,” 
Workman said. “Specific outlier 
situations can be evaluated in-
dividually by the NCAA, but the 
rules don’t need to be variable to 
account for those one-offs.”

While athletes deserve flex-
ibility surrounding circum-
stances outside of their control, 
there should still be a separa-
tion between college sports and 
professional level sports to avoid 
unfair exploitation.

Jeremy Leibs
Class of 2002

Jeremy Leibs is the 
most accomplished hur-
dler in Aragon history. 
During his four years, 

he set school records for the 65-meter, 110-meter 
and 300-meter hurdles, capturing PAL and CCS 
110-meter hurdle titles as a senior.

Leibs’ obsession with meticulous improve-
ment fueled his rigorous dedication to the sport.

“I’ve always been drawn to [activities] where you 
can [keep] ... measuring [your] progress,” Leibs said.

He later became an Academic All-American 
and two-time Caltech Athlete of the Year, pav-
ing the way for future student-athletes.

“I loved [hurdles],” Leibs said. “But I didn’t 
want to sacrifice academics. I didn’t want to 

[quit] robotics, and so I feel like I showed 
that you can balance those 

[things].”

On Saturday, Sept. 26, Aragon held its 18th annual Athletic Hall of Fame induction ceremony at Center Court, commemorating six individuals for their distinguished athletic 
careers at Aragon. The event featured speeches from the inductees on their time at Aragon, as well as plaques noting their accomplishments in the Peninsula Athletic League 
and California Interscholastic Federation Central Coast Section, among other honors.

Rex Harrison Manu
Class of 1986

A member of the famed 
“Manu Crew,” Rex Manu 
played a crucial role in 
Aragon’s undefeated 
1985-86 PAL basket-

ball championship season, being named 
first-team all-league, all-county and all-CCS.

Manu credits Aragon’s encouraging atmo-
sphere for sparking his success.

“At Aragon, there’s a lot of support for the 
coaches and … players,” Manu said. “It creates 
an awesome environment for athletes to excel in. 
When you get older … you become very thankful 
for what a school like Aragon offers to students.” 

After graduating in 1986, Manu starred at 
Skyline College and Pepperdine University be-
fore playing professionally in Taiwan, collect-

ing multiple championships and 
honors. 

Dave Owdom
Boys and Girls Tennis Coach

As the most successful 
tennis coach in Aragon 

history, Dave Owdom 
led boys tennis to 

three consecutive PAL championships and 17 CCS 
qualifications, and coached three individual CCS 
girls tennis champions.  

Recognized as a CCS Honor Coach in 2020, 
Owdom focuses on developing life skills and 
sportsmanship in the athletes he coaches.

“For ‘AHS’, he says ‘Always High Standards,’” said 
co-coach Jon Felder. “We [strive to] play the game 
the way the game is meant to be played.”

Owdom hopes that his legacy lives on through 
his players rather than his achievements.

“If they remember me and say, ‘I had a good ex-
perience, it was fun [and] I’ve gotten better,’ that’s 

how I want to be remembered,” 
Owdom said. 

Kier LaCrosse
Class of 1983

A decorated three-
sport athlete at Aragon, 
Kier LaCrosse made his 
biggest mark on soccer, 

guiding the team to three 
PAL titles and two CCS semifinals, and earning 
multiple all-state and all-CCS honors.

“We had many games [together],” said Daniel 
Rosaia, a close friend of LaCrosse. “He was a goal-
scoring machine, always striving for perfection.”

LaCrosse’s drive for success followed him off 
the field. As an aspiring guitarist, he played for 
multiple notable college bands, earning an au-
dition with the Grammy-winning band Red Hot 
Chili Peppers.

“Aragon shaped how I was working with peo-
ple,” LaCrosse said. “[It] helped me well beyond 

soccer, especially [in] my music 
career.” 

William Eleazer
Class of 2009

Breaking Aragon’s 
quarter-century indi-
vidual wrestling CCS 

title drought, William 
Eleazer cemented his status as a great. 

That year, he won a PAL Championship and two in-
vitational championships, leading to him being named 
San Mateo Daily Journal and PAL Wrestler of the Year.

He is perhaps best remembered for his thrilling 
comeback in the 189-pound CCS final. Down 3-4 in 
the dying seconds and pinned down, Eleazer turned 
the tables and flipped his opponent, securing an 
unforgettable championship. The following morn-
ing, East Bay Times declared that he had “redefined 
what it means to never give up.” 

Eleazer is known for his achievements, but those 
close to him remember his dedication and how 

he embodied the spirit of wres-
tling.

Kat McAuliffe
Class of 2011

An electrifying mid-
fielder, Kat McAuliffe 
was the focal point of the 
girls soccer 2009-10 CCS 

Co-Championship team, recording 17 goals and 17 
assists and becoming the PAL Most Valuable Player.

Over the course of her Aragon career, she be-
came the girls soccer program’s all-time top scorer, 
earning multiple all-league honors and top-scorer 
awards along the way.

Having lived just across the street from Aragon 
for much of her life, McAuliffe always felt a deep 
sense of pride and connection with the school.

“To have been part of the team and represent 
what this school [means] to me,” McAuliffe said. “I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world.”

After Aragon, McAuliffe played D1 soccer 
with the Santa Clara Broncos.

COURTESY OF 
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Athletic Hall of Fame honors six more

Opinion: pro athletes should not be allowed in college sports

Reporting by 
Sports writer Alex Choy
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International Dance League finishes season

Flag football loses to Carlmont

Sabina Gulati
sports writer

———
On Sept. 20, dance team 

GRV captured the World 
Championship trophy of 
the inaugural International 
Dance League, the world’s 
first professional league for 
dance. The Southern Cali-
fornia-based team clinched 
the title with a score of 
94.00, just 0.43 points ahead 
of the runner-up dance 
crew, Brotherhood.

The IDL is a series of 5 
dance competitions ending 
with a championship round 
to finish off the season. 
This season, 6 pro teams, 
1MILLION, Brotherhood, 
GRV, Jam Republic, Quick 
Style and Royal Family 
were invited to compete in 
New York, Vancouver, Syd-
ney, Seoul and Los Angeles. 
Each series is made up of 
2 rounds. The first is com-
posed of three one-on-one 
matches, with the match-
ups decided based on their 
ranking points earned in 
previous matches, deciding 
which three teams contin-
ue on to the second round. 
Points are earned each se-
ries through placement as 
well as a public vote.

Heading into the final 
at the Shrine Expo Hall in 
Los Angeles, the favorite 
was undeniably 
Brotherhood, 
who went 
u n d e -
feated 
across 
all five 
series 
s i n c e 
the season 
began in 
M a y . 
On the other 
hand, GRV had 
a rocky regular 
season run, 
suffering 
three first-
round exits. 
However , 
they managed to 
find their rhythm 
in time for the final.

“I wanted Brotherhood 
to win,” said sophomore 
dance team member Avah 
Tolentino. “[But] GRV de-
served it. They were super 
in sync, and they gave it 
their all.”

The structure of the IDL 
allows any qualifying team 
to put together an outstand-
ing performance and cap-
ture the championship, with 
no regard for their regular 
season results. This format 
left Brotherhood, as the reg-
ular season champion, with-
out any significant advan-
tage during the post-season. 

“[GRV] statistically de-
served it, but Brotherhood’s 
championship set was very 
heartfelt ... so that’s why 
people are even more upset 
about [the outcome],” said 
senior dance team member 

Jaxon Aquino. “They had 
brought back a really old 
set from like 10 years ago, 
and I thought it was cool.”

The dance crews par-
ticipating in the IDL spend 
months preparing their 
choreography sets, hav-
ing anywhere between 2 to 
4 weeks to choreograph, 
practice and clean their 
routines. IDL operates un-
der an “open-style choreog-
raphy” format, but because 
of the background of the 
competing teams, routines 
are often a mix of hip-hop, 
commercial and urban 
street/club dance styles. As 
a whole, each team must 
give its all in order to com-
pete at the highest level.

“They all offer something 
unique in how they approach 
their dances,” said dance 
teacher Marisa Castillo. “All 
of them have to be at that 
level of technique and com-

mitment … working towards 
the same goal, giving that 
100 plus percent effort to be 
where they’re at.”

Still, after months of ded-
icated preparation, there is 
always a chance that some-
thing goes wrong. In these 
cases, crews must be able 
to act quickly and adapt.

“Brotherhood had an 
issue during the [Sydney 
Series], when their music 
wasn’t getting cleared,” said 
senior dance team captain 
Megan Hugo. “They had to 
scratch their entire [chore-
ography] for one song and 
make a new one two weeks 
before the competition.”

The IDL has connected 
dance communities around 
the globe, with the Sports 

Business Journal confirming 
that the league surpassed 
one billion views worldwide.

“The [league] brings a lot 
of people together because 
when they’re all watching 
IDL, it becomes something 
relatable,” said sophomore 
dance team member Kylie 
Wong. “Such good chore-
ography inspires dancers 
to be more motivated [and] 
train to get to that level so 
that they can also achieve 
[their] dreams.”

The IDL and its compet-
ing dance crews have also 
influenced the Aragon dance 
team’s style, simultaneously 
expanding its membership.

“Brotherhood, GRV, we’ve 
definitely taken inspiration 
from their choreography,” 
Hugo said. “[We] hope that 
in the future [there] will be 
more diversity in the team, 
and that can start with peo-
ple becoming more familiar 
with IDL … The team is open 
to everybody.”

As the first dance league 
of its kind, IDL opens many 
more possibilities for the 
next generation of dancers, 
especially those chasing a 
career in the industry.

“A lot of people just want 
to go into a job that’s like 
engineering or n u r s -
ing because that ’s 

all 
they’re 

com-
fortable 

with,” Tolen-
tino said. “But 

having a dance 
[league] like IDL 
influences young 
dancers and 
shows them that 

[they] can do so 
much more. 

They can go 
into acting, 

dancing, 
singing, 

w h a t e v e r 
[they] as-

pire to 
be.”

W i t h 
all of the 

IDL dance 
crews originating from dif-
ferent parts of the world, 
people are getting the chance 
to see their own ethnicities 
represented on the big stage. 

“In [Los Angeles], Broth-
erhood did tinikling … and 
I thought that was really 
cool,” Aquino said. “[Since] 
I’m Filipino, I felt really con-
nected to that set.”

Overall, the first season 
of the IDL has made an im-
pact on dance communities 
around the world, though 
improvements can always 
be made as they prepare 
for the next season in 2027.

“[The IDL] is still a lit-
tle bit flawed because it’s 
new,” Aquino said. “But I 
think it has a really bright 
future ahead of itself. 
There’s definitely exciting 
things coming up.”

Deven Shahani
sports writer

———
On Sept. 28, the Aragon flag 

football team (4-7) faced Carlmont 
High School Scots (9-3) in their 
sixth league game of the season. 
Carlmont defeated Aragon 14-
6, extending its winning streak 
to seven games while the Dons 
dropped their third straight game.

Before the game, the Dons had 
faith in their ability to win if they 
worked successfully as a team.

“To secure the win, we just 
need to bring the energy, get 
hyped and support each other,” 
said senior running back and 
safety Tessa Matthews. “That’s 
the best thing you can do, help 
your teammates play their best.”

This is the first matchup be-
tween these two teams this sea-
son. Last year, Aragon played the 
Scots once, with Aragon securing 
the win, 20-13. 

The game started slowly, with 
the Dons receiving the ball first 
and being forced to punt after 
failing to gain any first downs. 
With some short passes and 
screen plays, Carlmont was able 
to march into the red zone. After 
some short run plays, the Scots 
went for it on fourth down and 
scored through a quarterback 
run play. They also earned the ex-
tra point with a short pass to the 
left side of the field. The score re-
mained 7-0 through the end of the 
first quarter, and neither team 
made a successful offensive drive.

In the second quarter, the 
Dons continued struggling, 
throwing an interception on their 
third drive in the half. Although 
the offense still had trouble, the 
Dons’ defense tightened up with 

a signifi-
cant fourth-
down stop. 
They forced 

Carlmont 
to throw 

incom-
p l e t e 

passes 
a n d 
deal 

with 
pres-

sure in 
the pock-

et, shutting 
them out in the 
second quarter.

“The biggest thing is getting 
stops on defense, possessing the 
ball on offense and sustaining 
drives,” said head coach Malcom 
Davis. “We’re moving the ball, 
but the unfortunate thing is that 
we’re not finishing when we get 
to the red zone.”

The second half started with 
a fast drive from Carlmont that 
led to a passing touchdown. The 
Dons’ offense continued to strug-
gle with another interception. 
These substantial plays in the 
third quarter pushed the momen-
tum towards Carlmont, who con-
tinued to drive down the field and 
extended the lead 14-0.

The Dons’ offense came alive 
in the fourth quarter as their de-
fense strengthened, and senior 
wide receiver and corner Ame-
lia Ortiz made a crucial catch to 
spark the offense.

“[Junior quarterback Saman-
tha Pieper] threw a great ball 
right to me,” Ortiz said. “It was 
a joint effort, catching the great 
pass, and then I just got around 
the defender.” 

The Dons offense kept their 
momentum with some quick 
passes and runs leading them to 
the red zone. Pieper finished the 
drive off with a run to put the of-
fense on the scoreboard. 

However, Carlmont regained 
possession, and the Dons were 
unable to get the ball back with 
enough time to complete the 
comeback. Despite the late surge 
from the Dons, Carlmont was able 
to win the matchup.

“I’m proud of the way we com-
peted,” said junior wide receiver 
and safety Eva Felix. “Everyone 
played hard and stayed together 
throughout the game. We know 
there are things we can improve 
on, but we can use this loss as mo-
tivation going forward.”

With the loss, the Dons look 
to improve their game and es-
pecially their offense in upcom-
ing games.

“Those last two quarters, 
the biggest thing was getting 
stops on defense, possessing 
the ball on offense and sustain-
ing drives,” Davis said. “Our 
defense is in a pretty good spot, 
but we just have to find a way to 
continue to finish drives by put-
ting the ball in the end zone.”

The flag football team’s next 
match will be an away game 
on Oct. 19 against Burlingame 
High School.
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Senior Dana Schanker and junior Chloe Wan play defense.
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Albert Feng
sports writer

———
Coming off a blowout win 

against Piedmont High School 
in their last game, the Aragon 
Dons football team (3-1) hosted 
the Los Altos High School Ea-
gles (2-1) for their homecoming 
game on Sept. 25. Although the 
team lost 28-21, head coach Ash 
Parham noted the team’s ener-
gy coming into the game.

“[We were] definitely excited 
about the win [against Pied-
mont],” Parham said. “It was 
probably our best, most com-
plete performance as a team so 
far this year. Just kind of build-
ing on that and finishing the 
first half of the season.”

The team started their 
night strong by driving down 
near the 30 yard line, powered 
by a 46 yard catch from junior 
wide receiver Gabe Wilcox. 
Aragon’s offense couldn’t put 
points on the board though, 
and senior quarterback Isaiah 
Johnson threw an intercep-
tion on a tipped pass, and Los 
Altos took the ball all the way 
back for a touchdown. 

Johnson and the team 
bounced back as they drove 
down the field fueled by a big 
reception from sophomore 
wide receiver Ben Henderson. 
This time the Dons were able to 
run it in as sophomore running 
back Mikey Alvarado-Corzo ran 

it in for Aragon’s first touchdown 
of the game.

“Just because I made those few 
mistakes, it doesn’t determine who 
I am and what I need to do,” John-
son said. “So sometimes I just sit 
down, think, come back, focus and 
just overall get better at what I do, 
take it play-by-play and always just 
stay calm and collected.”

After the game, Henderson high-
lighted how the team helped him 
play well and make big receptions.

“I had a few good plays,” Hen-
derson said. ”It starts on the [of-
fensive] line, they’ve got to hold 
up, especially on pass plays. 
Everyone just has to do their 
job, and if they do, then we’ll be 
more successful.” 

After the touchdown, the Dons 
went for a two point conver-
sion to try to take the lead, but 
Alvarado-Corzo was stopped and 
the Dons couldn’t deliver. After 
this, Los Altos drove down the 
field quickly to score their sec-
ond touchdown of the day. On 
the Dons’ next drive, a bad snap 
caused a turnover on 4th down. 

“We moved the ball well, and 
then we had a turnover that led 
to a touchdown for the other 
team and  our energy was anx-
ious for the rest of the game,” 
Parham said. Aragon struggled 
on the next two drives as Los Al-
tos’s quarterback made a good 
play for a touchdown pass on 
fourth-and-11, while the Dons 
couldn’t convert on 4th down 

themselves. Even so, a 12 yard 
sack from senior safety Isaac 
Martinez helped the Dons get 
the ball back.

“Defense is really what gets 
me going, but after a sack we’re 
all hyped,” Martinez said. “I 
think it’s a chemistry type thing, 
and we all rely on each other.”

During the last drive of the 
half, the Dons and Johnson bat-
tled to get into field goal range, 
but they couldn’t as time ex-
pired with Aragon near the 40 
yard line and the first half fin-
ished with the Dons down 21-6.

The Dons started the second 
half strong by forcing a punt, 
but they made mistakes, as 
Johnson threw his second inter-
ception of the night. 

The Dons battled back in the 
second half with touchdowns 
from Wilcox and senior and 
wide receiver Everest Lavery, 
but it wasn’t enough as the Dons 
failed to recover an onside kick 
and lost the game 28-21. 

After the loss, Parham high-
lighted some positives in the 
team’s play.

“We outgained our opponent 
by about 350 yards,” Parham 
said. “We did well offensively 
and pretty well defensively.”

Johnson also highlighted 
some things he believes the 
team needs to do better.

“Staying together as one an-
dcommunicating [better],” John-
son said. “We [need to] stay fo-

cused 
and not get 
too cocky, 
not get too 
over con-
f i d e n t 
that we 
c o u l d 
b e a t 
t h e m . 
W e 
n e e d 
to stop 
overlook-
ing teams 
a lot.”

The Dons next 
game will be against 
Milpitas High School 
in a league matchup 
on Oct. 16.

Emmy 
Teufel

sports writer

———
Though the sun 

was burning and 
the courts were ra-
diating heat, the 
Dons’ girls var-
sity tennis team 
kept its cool to 

completely sweep 
San Mateo (4-5) 7-0. 

Since Aragon is cur-
rently undefeated, 

the majority of the 
players were con-

fident in taking 
home the win be-

fore the game.
“We’re go-

ing to do 
pretty 

good,” 
s a i d 

j u -

nior Ella Teng. “We have 
a stronger team this year 
[and] we have a strong 
chance of even sweeping.”

Co-head coach David 
Owdom attributed the 

team’s excellence to the 
strong relationships be-
tween players.

“[The team] has a lot 
of talent, [and] they have 

good team bonding,” Ow-
dom said. “Spending time 

together [and] supporting 
each other [is] more impor-
tant than anything else.”

In the No. 1 singles match, 
sophomore Mia Lo led the 
way at the top of the lineup, 
using powerful spin and pre-
cise short-shot placement to 
keep her opponent moving. 
Her ability to control the 
ball and place shots strategi-
cally helped her create op-
portunities and put pressure 
on her opponent throughout 
the match. 

“When 
y o u ’ r e 
d o w n , 
just try 
your best 
to have fun 
and smile, 
and when you’re 
doing your best, just 
keep doing what you’re do-
ing,” Lo said. “I would just 
keep telling myself to keep 
going, just keep trying to 
play my best.” 

Lo ultimately came out 
on top, with an ending 
score of 6-1, 6-0.

Seniors Shanay Biouk 
and Jessalyn Williams 
brought strong serving 
and steady play to the 
court in the No. 1 doubles 
match, taking advantage 
of opportunities, includ-
ing missed serves from 
San Mateo to earn impor-
tant points. While they 
started down, they were 
able to push through and 
finish, matching the heat 
beating down on them 
with the intensity of their 
swings and eventually 
winning in straight sets. 

“When we were down 2-1, 
we didn’t start very well,” 
Biouk said. “So winning the 
deuce point at 2-1 [in the] 
first set was great for a turn-
ing point [in] the match.”

In the No. 3 singles match, 
junior Ella Teng put for-

ward a solid perfor-
mance against San 

Mateo sophomore 
Isabella Moudry, 
winning 6-0, 
6-0. With court 

awareness and hard shots, 
she stayed competitive, 
while her serving earned 
several points. 

Lastly, in the  No. 4  
singles match, freshman 
Emma Teng continued  
the Dons’ streak, winning 
both sets 6-0.

“You just really never 
know what the opponent’s 
gonna do, and you always 
just want to respect the 
opponent,” said co-head 
coach Jon Felder. “You 
want to respect their game, 
you want to respect their 
level, and try to play your 
game at a high level too so 
you can compete well.”

Aragon is fighting to keep 
their momentum alive and 
bring home the Peninsula 
Athletic League champion-
ship, something the team 
has never done before.

“[They’re] doing very 
well,” Owdom said. “I hope 
they can win the [PAL] 
championship because I 
don’t think Aragon [girls 
tennis has] ever done that.”

Looking forward, the 
Dons will  face the defend-
ing PAL Champion Carl-
mont High School  Scots 
on Oct. 20. 
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Football Falls 28-21 in 
Homecoming  Game

Tennis beats San Mateo 7-0


